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TASK FORCE ON THE
ATTEMPTED ASSASSI NATI ON

OF DONALD J. TRUMP

| NTERVI Ew OF: |
Thur sday, September 5, 2024

Pittsburgh Marriott North
100 Cranberry Wbods Drive

Cranberry Township, PA 16066

The interview in the above matter was held

person, comrencing at 2:00 p.m

n
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APPEARANCES:

FOR THE MAJORI TY COUNSEL:

, Senior Professional Staff Menmber with

the Task Force Majority.

, Deputy Staff Director Majority
Counsel

I Scnior Counsel Task Force Majority.

FOR THE M NORI TY COUNSEL:

, Staff Director Mnority
Counsel

I | hvestigative Counsel, Mnority.
I | nvestigative Counsel, Mnority.

MAJORI TY EXHI BI T NO. PAGE
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B Today is Thursday,

September 5, 2024, and this is a transcribed
interview of Butler County Sheriff's Office Deputy
!

House Resol ution 1367 directed this Task
Force to investigate the facts and circumstances of
the attenpted assassination of Donald J. Trump on
July 13, 2024 in Butler, Pennsylvani a.

Pur suant to House Resolution 1367,
Chai rman Kelly and Ranki ng Member Crow have
requested this interview as part of the Task
Force's investigation.
|

Q. Can the witness please state JJjjj name and

spell i ! ast name for the record.

A Sure.
Q  Thank you, I
W name i s DN '™ the

Deputy Staff Director for the Task Force, and |
want to thank you for comng in today voluntarily.
We appreciate that.

You're allowed to have an attorney
present to advise you during this interview. Do
you have an attorney representing you in your

personal capacity today?

LaGanba Reporting Services
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A. No, | don't.
Q. Thank you.
B  \ext, starting with the
Majority, then Mnority, can the additional staff
members pl ease introduce themselves starting with
their name, title and affiliation.
I N Scnior
Prof essional Staff Member with the Task Force
Maj ority.
I BN Scni of
Counsel, also with the Task Force Majority.
I nvestigative Counsel with the Mnority, and our
staff director, | I MY be in and
out .
B 1
I nvestigative Counsel, also for the Mnority Task

Force.

B Thanks, everyone.
I
Q. I bcfore we begin, we'll go over

the ground rules for this interview.

A. Okay.
Q. The way this interview will proceed is the
Majority and Mnority Staff will alternate asking

LaGanba Reporting Services
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you questions, 30 m nutes per side, per round,
until each side is finished with their questioning.
The Majority Staff will begin and

proceed for 30 m nutes, and then the Mnority Staff

will have 30 m nutes to ask their questions.

We will then alternate back and forth in
this manner until both sides have no nore
questi ons.

If either side is in the mddle of a
specific Iine of questions, they may choose to end
a few m nutes past an hour -- or 30 mnutes -- to
ensure conpletion of that specific |line of
gquestioning, to include any pertinent followups.

In this interview, while one member of
the staff for each side may | ead the questioning,
additional staff may ask questi ons.

There's a court reporter taking down
everything that | say and everything that you say
to make a written record of the interview

For the record to be clear, please wait
until after the staffer questioning you have
finished each question before you begin your
answer, and the staffer will wait for you to finish
your sentence before proceeding with the next

questi on.
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Further, to ensure the court

reporter

can properly record this interview, please speak

clearly, concisely and slowy.

Al so, the court reporter cannot record
nonver bal answers, such as noddi ng or shaking your
head. So it's inmportant that you answer each
guestion with an audi bl e, verbal answer.

Do you understand?

A. | do.
Q. We want to take our time with these
guestions to make sure we have the nost conpl ete

and accurate transcript.
So if we have questions that
us know.

fully understand, please |et

attempt to clarify, add context to, or
guestions?

Do you understand?

you do not
We will

rephrase our

o recall the

A. Yes.

Q. I f we ask about specific conversations or
events in the past and you are unable t
exact words or details, you should test

subst ance of those conversations or

best of your recollection.

If you recall only part

conversation or event, you should give

of a

ify to the

events to the

us your best
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recoll ection of those events or parts of
conversations that you do recall.
Do you understand?
A. | do.
Q. Al t hough you are here voluntarily and we
wi Il not swear you in, you are required, pursuant

to 18 U.S. Code 8 1001, to answer questions from

Congress truthfully. This also applies to

gquestions posed by congressional staff during an

I nterview.
Do you understand?
A. | do.
Q. If at any time you knowi ngly make false

statements, you can be subject
prosecution.
Do you understand?

A. Yes.

to crimnal

Q. Is there any reason you are unable to

provide truthful testinony in t

A. No.

oday's interview?

Q. Pl ease note that if you wish to assert a

privilege over any statenment today, the assertion

must apply within the rules of

Represent ati ves.

t he House of

For the Chair to consider assertion of

LaGanba Reporting Services
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privilege over testimny or statements, witnesses
or entities must clearly state the specific
privilege being asserted and the reason for the
assertion on or before the schedul ed day of the
testi mony or appearance.

Do you understand?

A. | do.
Q. Finally, 1'd like to note that the content
of what we discuss today is confidential. W ask

that you do not speak about what we di scuss here
today in this interview to any individual outside,
in order to preserve the integrity of this

i nvestigati on.

For these same reasons, the marked
exhibits today will be provided to the court
reporter so they may go on to the official
transcript, and any copies of those exhibits will
be returned to us when we wrap.

We plan to take a five-m nute break at
the end of each 30 m nutes of questioning, but if
you need a | onger break or a break before that,
pl ease | et us know and we're happy to accommodat e.

However, to the extent that there is a
pendi ng question, we would ask that you finish

answering the question before we take the break.

LaGanba Reporting Services
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Do you understand?

A. | do.

Q. Do you have any other questions before we
begi n?

A. No.

Q. The time is now 1:58, and the Majority

staff will begin our questions.
How | ong have you worked for the Butler

County Sheriff's Office?

A. |"ve worked here since March of 2019. So
about five years, a little over five years.

Q. And how nmuch of that was in your current
role?

A. As a deputy?
Q MM hmm
A The entire time.
Q. Oh, okay.
A Yeah.
Q What are your daily responsibilities in
your current role?

A. Ri ght now I"mon civil. So I just serve
civil papers all day, basically.

Q. Got it. And did you have any ot her
roles --

A. Yeah. Before | was on civil, | was

LaGanba Reporting Services
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transporting i nmates back and forth, whether it was
to the hospital, jail to jail, you know, providing
the courthouse security, things |ike that.

Q. When did you first learn that the fornmer
Presi dent Trump was coming to Butler, to the best
of your recollection?

A. | don't remenmber the exact date, but it was
a coupl e days. It was the week of. The begi nning
of that week.

Q. Do you remember how you | earned of it?

A. | heard guys tal king about it in the
office, and then ny chief actually came to nme and
asked me.

Q. What did he ask you?

A. If I would be willing to work it.

Q. Did he say like in what capacity or just
l'i ke, "Are you avail abl e?"

A. No. He just said, "Are you avail able on
t hat day to work?"

Q. OCkay. So you said yes?

A. | obviously said yes, yep. Yep

Q. So fromthe time you said yes, were there
ot her meetings or things that occurred that week
prior to the 13th?

A. No. So there was no meeting or anything

LaGanba Reporting Services
www. | aganbar eporti ng. com (412) 458-0439




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

11

l'i ke that. He ended up getting ahold of me again
saying -- there were a bunch of guys that he asked
to do it, and when he said it was only going to be
comp time instead of overtime, that changed a | ot
of people's m nd.

So he wanted to make sure | was okay

with just taking conp time instead of the overtinme.

Obvi ously, then, | said I'd still do it.
But other than that, there was no
meeting or anything |like that.
Q. Okay. When you say "he," that's your --

A. That's my chief. Sorry.

Q. -- your chief. That's okay.
A Chief I
Q. Just because |I'm curious, what's the

di fference between conp time and overtinme?

A. So comp tinme is what you earn from doi ng
extra details |ike that. It basically gives you
anot her day off.

Q. OCkay. So it's like an exchange?

A. Yeah. So instead of taking the overtinme
for money, you work the overtime detail for conp
time to have anot her day off.

Q. Got it.

A. If that makes sense?

LaGanba Reporting Services
www. | aganbar eporti ng. com (412) 458-0439




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

12

Servi ce

A.

Q.

Yes. That does make sense.

Okay.

So there were no neetings |leading up to it.
Did you ever talk to anyone from Secret

| eading up to it?

No.

Did you talk to anyone from other -- Butler

County ESU? Beaver County ESU?

A.

> o0 » O » O »>» O

Nobody.

Nobody?

Nope.

Literally no one. Got it.

Nope. Just the chief. That was it.
Okay. So did you have a neeting day of?
No, we did not.

How did you know where to show up?

So |l can't -- like |I said, |I don't have ny

notes in front of me.

Q.
A.

think it

Friday,

That' s okay.

So | don't recall the exact day. But |

was that Friday, that Thursday or that

when nmy chief called me and asked nme if |

was okay with taking the conp time for it.

He said he was going to be e-mailing me

over a list of everybody that was working it and
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their post and a picture of where ny post was, kind
of, you know, where everybody's was.

So that's how | knew where | was that
day.

Q. Okay. We will introduce -- we're going to
mark this as Majority Exhibit 1. This is a map
that the Majority received from --

B Pennsyl vania State Police.
(Majority Exhibit No. 1 was marked for
i dentification.)

Q. Is this the map you were given that day?

A. This is, yep.

Q. This is? Okay.

And can you tell us where you are on
t hese dots?

A. So I was No. 4.

Q. You were No. 4?

A. | was Post 4, yes.

Q. So when you got this map, did you respond
in any way, or you were just like, "This is ny
assi gnnment . " mjust going to go do it"?

A. No. Yeah, that's pretty much it. | never
responded. | |ooked at it, and | kind of figured

I"d know my way there.

Q. Okay, fair. Had you been to the

LaGanba Reporting Services
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fairgrounds?

A. Farm grounds.

Q. Farm grounds?

A. | had never been there before. Never. I
drive past it all the time, obviously, but |I've

never been at the farm grounds before, other than
this was my first time on that date.

Q. Do you remenber what time you reported to
your post?

A. 10: 45, roughly.

Q. Was that something they told you to do?

A. Yes.

Q. And when you got to your post, what
happened?

A. So like |I said, |I've never actually been to
t he Farm Show grounds before. So | had the guy at
Post 6, another deputy, he showed me exactly where
| needed to be.

And so after he showed me where | needed
to be, | sat there and | waited for the trooper to
come next to me and kind of just watched the
fenced-in area there.

Q. Okay. Had the ot her deputy been there
before or how did he know?

A. Yes. Yes.

LaGanba Reporting Services
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Q. In the e-mail, had this map -- was there
anything else attached to the e-mail?

A. No. Just this map and then the rest of the
l'i st of people and where they were with their phone
numbers and names.

Q. Okay. Ot her than the deputy who was
positioned at 6, did you talk with other officials

in the area?

A. | had talked to the trooper at Post 5.
Q. Trooper at Post 5. \Where was he fronf?
A. PSP.
Q. PSP?
A. Yeah.

Q. Ckay. WaAs he able to provide any gui dance
on what you should be doing other than standing

t here, watching?

A. No. We kind of -- we tal ked about, you
know, what we were -- we both already knew what we
wer e doi ng but we just kind of -- we weren't real

close to each other where we could talk through the
wi ndow, but | mean the area was so big there, you
could see if anybody was going to junp the fence or
anyt hi ng.

So once in a while, we'd go up to each

ot her because we don't have any way of

LaGanba Reporting Services
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communi cati on with each other, other than our

cel |l phones.

Q. Okay.
A. And | could get a cell phone nunmber from
this (indicating), but I just kind of went over

there and we tal ked and just kind of said, you
know, if we need each other, kind of holler.

Q. OCkay. So I"'mgoing to go through a couple
t hi ngs you just said.

You said you tal ked through the wi ndow,

SO you were in your car at this post?

A. We were both in our car. W couldn't talk
t hrough the wi ndow |ike this (indicating). W'd
have to drive up to each other. But we weren't --
if you |l ook at the map here, we really weren't that
far from each other, you know. So I wasn't like
goi ng way out of ny way.

Q. OCkay. For the conmmuni cations, you said you
could get his cell phone number "from here."

A. Yes.

Q. Did you ever communicate with himvia his
cell phone?

A. | never did, no.

Q. What about your deputy on Post 67

Did you have conmmuni cation via cell phone

LaGanba Reporting Services
www. | aganbar eporti ng. com (412) 458-0439




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

17

with then?

A. Al most the entire time. We called multiple
times. We texted back and forth until the phone
stopped wor ki ng. But ot her than that...

Q. Okay. Is that |ike a work phone you guys

are given or --

A. No.

Q. It's personal phones?

A. Yeah. They're personal.

Q. This m ght seem dumb and not relevant --

A. You're fine.

Q. -- but was it Verizon, AT&T, T-Mobile?

A. Veri zon.

Q. Verizon, okay.

A. Yes, Verizon.

Q. Do you have their FrontLine? 1It's like for

first responders?

A. No, | don't. Nope.

Q. Okay. So you get to your post around
10:45. Talk with the deputy. Talk with the PSP
of ficer.

Whi ch direction did you decide that your
car was going to be facing or you would be | ooking?

A. So we were all facing -- | mean 3 - 4.

Kind of not really 3 because he was kind of

LaGanba Reporting Services
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di agonal. But 4, 5 and 6, we were all facing the
AGR building. So the crowd was behind us.
Q. Okay. What tinme did people start com ng up

to that fence on the AGR side, if you can renmenber?

A. | don't even -- | don't know the exact
time. | think it was somewhere maybe around |ike
2. You'd have a couple people, like, floating back

and forth, but more people started to come there.
It was about 4:15, 4:30, sonmething |ike
that, is when the bigger crowds started to cone.

Q. Okay. Not to backtrack, but did you guys
all have a conversation? Say, "Hey, we're al
going to face the AGR building"? O how did you
decide to face that way?

A. That's how we were told. When | went to ny
post, the chief actually came around and, you know,
we were all already facing that way because that
was kind of -- nmy role there was to make sure
nobody was gonna hop the fence, basically.

So | knew | had to face that area, but
ot her than that, | mean, that's it.

Q. Do you remember what time the chief came
around?

A. He came around nultiple times, just, you

know, if we needed breaks and stuff |ike that. So

LaGanba Reporting Services
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he probably came around four or five tines.

Q. And in any of those discussions, did he
bring up anything abnormal or he was just, like,
checking in?

A. No. He was just checking in.

Q. Did he talk to you about Secret Service or
what they were doing?

A. No.

Q. Ot her than PSP and, obviously, your
col |l eague, did you talk to any other |aw
enf orcement agencies there?

A. No, | did not.

Q. Were you aware that Butler ESU was going to
have snipers in the AGR buil ding?

A. No. No. No.

Q. Did you become aware of that during the
day?

A. No. | actually thought because | called --
l'ike | said, the deputy at Post 6 and I, we were

back and forth all day, and | actually called him
and | said, "l don't see anybody on the AGR
bui | di ng. Don't you think somebody is going to be
up there?”

And he said, "Oh, yeah, yeah. PSP has

that covered." He's retired fromthe state police.
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So that's why he said that.

And I'mlike, "Okay." I'mlike,
"Because that's kind of a big, open area th
Li ke somebody needs to be over there." And
didn't know that anybody was even inside th
bui | di ng.

And he's |ike, "Oh, yeah, yeah.
worries." |I'mlike, "Okay. Okay."

Q. It seemed like a vulnerability, fro

perspective?

A. Yeah. | mean, | knew that was an
over there, but | didn't know anybody was i
bui | di ng. | did not.

Q. Okay. And so he said that PSP had
covered?

A. He -- he --

Q. He t hought ?

ere.

e

No

m your

ssue

n the

t hat

A. He t hought because he wor ked for PSP

before. He retired fromthere. He's I|ike,
yeah. Don't worry. They'll have guys al
that." That's what he told ne.
Because that's my main thing was
wat ching this fence |ine.
Q. Ri ght .

A. But the AGR building's right there,

lld,]’

over

' m

and |
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don't see any other |aw enforcement around there.

So... And he's like, "Oh, yeah. Don't worry." And
I"mlike, "Okay."

You know, | don't know. That's just --
that's stuff that | think about.

Q. Of course, because you've been doing this
for a couple of years.

A. Yeah. Yeah.

Q. So there was no other | aw enforcenment
around. There were no cars.

Was anyone in that parking |ot of AGR
t hat you saw?

A. | couldn't see like a parking |ot or
anything like that.

Q. Oh.

A. But there was just, you know, a bunch of
peopl e that were com ng and going, and then
eventually some people brought up chairs, and
that's when it got pretty busy there.

Q. OCkay.

A. But no cars.

Q. So were there any other maps or handouts
given to you to prep for this?

A. No. This was it.

Q. This was it? Okay.

www. | aganbar eporti ng. com
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You said you could not communi cate with

t he PSP individual except for by cell phone; right?

A. That's correct, unless | went up to him
yeah.

Q. Oh, sure.

A. Our radios --

Q. Radi os do not tal k?

A. No.

Q. Do you know what channel you were on or,

l'i ke your sheriff's office is on?

A. | was -- that's something that we talked
about when | first got there. | call ed Sergeant
I and | said, "Where are we? \What do you want
us on?" He said, "On the sheriff's channel."

Q. Okay.

A. Well, | scan, as well, so that way | can
hear, you know, the township and, you know, anybody
el se in case there was anything going on.

So | was on the sheriff channel, but |

was scanning, at the same time, them

BY
Q. Question: When you were scanning, could

you hear state police?

A. No. So the state police, they have their
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own radio. They can't hear us; we can't hear them

Q. No i nteroperability?
A. Yeah.
BY I
Q. Who el se is on that channel or, | guess, on

t he scanni ng?
Who woul d you pick up?
A. | would pick up everybody in Butler County.
Al'l you -- | mean, everybody down from Cranberry
all the way up to Slippery Rock.

Q. Okay. So that could be like the emergency

line?
A. It would be any police |ine.
Q. Any police line?

A. Yeah. Any police like that. Like, really,
I know what the city and the township are. They're
1400 and 1300.

So that's what | was really trying to
listen to because we were in that area. So if
there was somet hing going on, | would know.

Q. Did anyone instruct you that if you needed
to flag sonmething for Secret Service or PSP how to
do that?

A. What we were told was call it through the

sheriff channel, who then Sergeant |Jjjjjij. who was in
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t he command post, would let th
know. That's what we were tol

Q. As far as you know, Se
the local trailer command post

A. | guess so. l["m not 1
he was. All he said was the c
guess. That's all | know.

Q. That' s okay.

Did anyone tell you

i f Secret Service or PSP had a
to be shared?

A. No. Other than if he,
I knew anything, he would

to us.

e correct people

d.

rgeant il was in

?
00 percent sure where

ommand post. I

how you woul d hear

n update that needed

meani ng Ser geant

relay the information

Q. Did you get any information from Secret

Service about watching for dro

A. No. No.

Q. Were you aware that Se
drone they m ght fly?

A. No.

Q. If you had seen a dron
anticipating, what would that
woul d the reaction be to that?

A. I would have called it

channel to Sergeant [ at th

nes in the area?

cret Service had a

e that you were not

protocol -- |ike what

in to the sheriff's

e command post.
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Q. And from your time there at 10:45 until you

departed, did you see a drone?

A. | did not.

Q. What time did you depart fromthe scene?
A. It was approximately like 9 p.m maybe.

Q. I"mtrying to go as much in tinmeline order

as possi bl e.

So around 4:15, 4:30, you start noticing
more i ndividuals com ng up on the fence. I's that
somet hing you would call in? Just we have a crowd,
something we're nonitoring, or is that just sort of
you're just going to monitor it first?

A. Well, | kind of watched the area there,
until at one point | was waved down by an

i ndi vi dual across the gate or the fence there.

Q. OCkay. So tell me about that.

A. There was a guy. He kind of I|ike went I|ike
this (denmonstrating). Well, | | ooked at the
trooper next to ne. | don't know what he was

doi ng. So | just drove up there.

And there were two males. They were in
an argument. The one said he was the owner of the
AGR buil ding and he wanted all the people off the
property, and he was mad that everybody was there,

said they shouldn't be there. And, personally, |
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didn't think anybody should have been over there,
anyway. That's just ny personal opinion.

But | told him you know, "Hang tight."
I went and got the trooper. We wal ked over there
and basically told everybody to | eave the area.

Well, that only happened for so | ong,
until five mnutes later there's a bunch of new
peopl e that come up.

Ot her than that, that was the only time

that | went up there for that.

Q. And t hat was someone on the AGR side of the
fence?

A. Yeah. They were across the fence, yeah,

not in the inner fence where | was.

Q. Did you understand your position to be the
outer perimeter of the event?

A. Yeah.

Q. Were you told that, or did you just figure
that out fromthe map?

A. No. | just figured it out fromthe map.

Q. What time was that initial conversation
with the owner of the AGR wanting people to | eave,
to the best of your recollection?

A. Maybe around -- maybe around 5, sonewhere

around t here.
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Q. How often were you in communication via
text with Sergeant |~

A. There was a group message with everybody
t hat was there.

Q. Everybody from the sheriff's office that
was there?

A. Yeah. Everybody that was there, yeah.

So | don't know. Not much. We talk

nore on the radio than anything, but | don't know.
Q. A few?
A. Yeah. Just a couple, yeah. Not really

much. Like I said, it was all mainly on the radio
we were talking.

Q. Do you remember if he texted you anything
of consequence, anything that you thought was
interesting or, like, you needed to | ook out for?

A. He said on the radio to be on the | ookout

for an individual.

Q. Okay.
A. And that, obviously, | was |ooking for.
Q. Sure. So our understanding is that he was

trying to text you pictures of a suspicious person
maybe on that chain.
A. Yes. So he was trying to -- he told us on

the radio he was trying to send us pictures,
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whet her it
group, but

phone wasn'

was to nmyself or whether it was to the
t he phones weren't working. | mean, ny

t even working then

Q. Do you remember what time that was about?

A. That he sent the picture?

Q. Radi oed saying, "Hey, I'"'mtrying to get
this" --

A. Oh, | remember exactly.

Q. Okay. Tell wus.

A. It

trooper was

was 5:15 p.m | remember because the

-- his phone wasn't working either, and

he actually needed to use my phone. | turned it

of f and tur

he used ny

he is -- 1li

ned it on multiple tinmes.

| got service for |ike 30 seconds, but
phone to call his -- | don't know what
eut enant, corporal. | don't know what

he is. Sonmebody.

Q. So
his side?

A. Bec
And it was

fence |ine

he used your phone to call sonmebody on

ause his phone wasn't working either.
about the people that were along the

because, obviously, we knew nobody

shoul d be over there.

peopl e out

So we wanted somebody to go get the

of there.
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Q. Do somet hi ng about that?

A. Yeah. And that was at 5:15.

Q. That's at 5:15. Can you just sort of walk

me t hrough what happened next?

A. So after we went there and told everybody

to | eave,

more people canme. We went back to our

cars. He's trying to use his phone. The phones

aren't worKking. My phone wasn't working either.

| don't know if it was because all the

peopl e were there, but nobody's phone was really

wor ki ng,

Post 6.

I'mlike,

back on."

can befor

you know. Sergeant i the deputy at

e

So he asked me if he could use my phone.
Yeah. Let me turn it off and turn it

| did that. It finally worked.

| said, "Here. Hurry up. Use it as you

it stops,” and he did. He was in his

car, and he had the wi ndow up because it was so

| oud.

had, but

It

| don't know the conversation that they

was basically about the people over

t here. He wanted PSP to send sonebody over to

cl ear them out, and he gave me back my phone and |

went back to my post and that was it.

Q. Did he say why he wasn't radioing it back
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in?
A. He did not tell me. | didn't even ask
gquestions. | have no idea why he didn't radio it.
Q. That's conpletely fair. You saw a need and

you fixed it?

A. Yeah.

Q. Do you remenber the first time you became
aware of the person, of the suspicious person?

A. It was somewhere maybe around |ike 5:40,
5:45 maybe is when Sergeant i was on the radio
telling us and he was attenpting to send a picture
to us. It was somewhere around that time.

Q. Okay. I think we heard that he was maybe

going to e-mail themto you or try to e-mail thenf?

A. Yes.

Q. Did you get that e-mail?

A. So | did get the e-mail, but the e-mil,
the time that it says that | got it, | didn't

actually. Like nothing would | oad.
Do you know what | mean?
Q. Ri ght, yes.
So | may have actually got it at that time,
but nothing was | oading then. And, honestly, |
didn't even see the picture until m nutes before

the shots were fired. Like maybe two m nutes,
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three m nutes.

BY
Q. Was that the first

time that you heard

anyt hi ng about a suspicious person?

Was there anything earlier in the day

about a different --

A. No. So just about

that 5:40, 5:45 time is

when | knew about a suspicious person.

BY
Q. Did he say anything about where that person
was ?
A. He said he was | ast seen at the AGR

bui |l di ng, around the AGR buil ding.

Q. So tell us what happens.

You get this call. What do you do next?

A. So, yeah. So |I'm

ki nd of | ooking. " m on

t he phone with the deputy at Post 6 and, you know,

"Hey, did you hear that radio? You know, do you

see this guy? If you do,

Call it in."

|l et me know, obviously.

He didn't see anything. | didn't see

anything either. And | mean that was pretty nuch

it, other than going back and forth on the radio
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with him saying what | see because he said it was a
mal e on a bicycle, backpack

| said, "I see a male on a bicycle with
short hair." He's I|ike, "No. lt's long hair."
I"'mlike, "Okay. That's not the guy then."

So | couldn't see anybody el se that

mat ched t he description. So...

Q. And the "he" in this circumstance was...?

A. Was the individual suspect.

Q. Oh, no. The "he" you were talking to.
Sorry.

You said, "He said it was a suspect with

a bicycle and a backpack. ™
A. Oh. Sergeant -
Sergeant IR~

Yes.
On the radi o?

Yes. On the radio, yep.

o » O » O

And then you mentioned you had called the

PSP officer?

A. No, no, no. This was the deputy at Post 6.
Q. The deputy at Post 67

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. So you guys were on the sanme radio

conmmuni cati on?
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A. Yeah. I, actually, was on my phone then.
Okay. So the phones were working at 5:45.

So it was hit or mss there. | had to turn
it off, turn it on; turn it off, turn it on, yeah.

Q. So he receives a call. You talk back and
forth: "We're |looking for this guy. Do you see
hi m?" type conversation?

A. Yeah.

Q. And he was the one that said, "This may be
a person with a bicycle"?

A. On a bicycle with a backpack, |1ong hair.

Q. Was that --

A. And | think he said white shirt. | can't
remenmber the exact color shirt, but, yeah.

Q. Was t hat something he had seen, the
suspi ci ous person, or someone told himthat that's
what he was | ooking for?

A. That's the picture that Sergeant | was
attempting to send to us.

Q. OCkay.

A. And since | couldn't get it to my phone, he
was expl aining --

Q. Oh.

A. -- what he was wearing and apparently what

he was riding.
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Okay. So he was able to get the pictures?
Yeah. Sergeant [ had it. He was trying

to send them but his phone wasn't really working

ei ther.
Q. So then he's radioing the description?
A. Yes. That's exactly it.
Q. Okay. That makes sense.

Did you comunicate that with the
Pennsyl vania State Police person next to you?
A. So when | finally got the picture, |
actually had my car. Li ke I said, | probably got

it two, three m nutes before shots were actually

fired.

| was kind of |ooking. There were a | ot
of people on the fence line. A lot. So |I'm kind
of looking, trying to see if | see anybody that

mat ches that description.

| put the car in drive to go show the
trooper, "This is a picture that | got. Did you
get this picture?”

Well, as I was in drive, | was almst to
hi m and the shots were already fired. So | never
even got to show himthe picture.

Q. Okay. So let's talk about the shots being

fired. You're literally physically driving?
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A.
Q.
shots.

A.

|*m actually in drive, yes.

So tell us what happens. You hear the

So | hear the shots.

| already have ny

wi ndow cracked, so | know there's shots. And |

coul d hear

the radio traffic when | was scanni ng.

So | knew they were | ooking for somebody over

there.

putting

| had it in drive. | obviously ended up

It in park and | get

opened up ny door, pull out

Q.
A.

Q.

gun. Are you behind the car

A.

taki ng cover

Q.
A.

couldn't

Wai t ed?
Yeah. Pretty much.

SO0 you open up your

out . | mean, | just

my gun, and | just --

door. Pul | out your

at this point?

Yeah. | have the door open. "' m ki nd of

behi nd the driver's side door.

Could you tell where the shots came fronf?

Yeah. From over at

tell exactly where,

were from over there, yes.

Q.

Cr ooks,

Did you see Crooks,

t he AGR bui |l di ng. I

but | could tell they

who we now know as

did you see himon the roof before shots

were fired?

A.

| did not.
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Q. Okay. Did you see himat any point in the

time that you were | ooking for hin?

A. | did not.
Q. Did you see himafter shots were fired?
No.
BY
Q. Did you see any local |aw enforcenment shoot

towards the AGR roof after you heard the shots?
A. | did not see anybody shoot towards, no. I
just seen |l ocal |aw enforcement running around the

AGR bui | di ng.

BY I
Q. Okay. Were there some from your tean?
A. No. It was the township, Butler Township.
Q. Where did they come fron? Did you see?
A. Butl er Townshi p?
Q. Yeah.
A. They were actually right in front of me --

obviously, a group of people -- but they were
behi nd there. They were going to the back. I
could see them running back and forth.

| could see them running back and forth

al ongsi de the AGR buil ding, but they were right in
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front of me. | could see them

Q. Okay. Do you remember, when you first saw
them come over -- this was before shots were
fired -- if they're |ooking for the person?

A. Yes.

Q. So they're wal king around | ooki ng?

A. Yes.

Q. How | ong were they | ooking for?

A. Not very | ong. | mean, what seens |ike 2

m nutes is 30 seconds, you know.

Q. Ri ght .
A. So | don't really -- | don't really know
exactly. But | can tell there's a difference from

wal ki ng and | ooking and actually --
Q. Respondi ng?
A. -- you know, you see sonet hing. You're
ki nd of hustling to get there. That's what | seen.

| seen somebody, which was the township, kind of

runni ng.
Q. Whi ch makes sense.
A. Yeah.
Q. Did you hear anything on their radio

channel s?
A. | did.

Q. Okay. Can you talk us through that?
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A. | don't

scanning. So | don't

or Police OPS 4, but i

| heard somebody from - -

was the township --

roof." And then |
And |ike |

directed to only cal

So | figured a | ot of

listening to the sheri
Q. Yeah.

A. | al ways scan

talking to the other deputies,

scanni ng.

So once |
l'i ke I said, I
around -- obviously I
hi m

So | called that

sheriff's channel that
guys know t hat.
Q. Okay. Do you

shots were fired after
A. Oh, nmy gosh.

Q. Seconds?

know exactly.

basi cally sayi ng,

heard them say,

heard t hat

Li ke | said, | was
know if it was Police OPS 3
t was one of them
believe it
"He's on the
"Long gun."
said earlier, we were
out on the sheriff channel.
t he deputies were only
ff channel.
So... And,

actually,

t hey weren't

informati on -- and

could see Butler Township running

knew sonebody | aid eyes on

i nformati on out on the

he had a long gun to let ny

remenber how | ong before
you said --

Seconds.
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A. Seconds. And then the deputy at Post 6,
right after | got off, because then | was going to
say, "Shots fired."

Q. Ri ght .

A. The deputy at Post 6 already was on the
radi o saying, "Shots fired."

Q. "Shots fired."

You get out of the car?

A. Yep.

Q. St andi ng. You're watching all this unfold.
Do you remenber anything el se about those m nutes,
| guess, in between shots being fired and the end
of shots fired?

There were eight shots fired, as far as
we under st and.

A. Yeah. I mean, it was quick. It was |ike
that (clicks fingers.)

After that, obviously no nore shots were
being fired and | hel ped the ESU team you know,
because they were behind the fence. They couldn't
get over unless they junped. Sone of them did and
cut thenmsel ves up. So. .

Q. Oh.

A. They had to kind of run the PSP cruiser in,

and | hel ped them get out. That's all | did.
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| didn't go over to the other side of
the fence where the AGR building is or anything
l'i ke that.
Q. Hel ped them just get over the fence?
Under it.

A
Q. Under the fence?
A

Yeah. Well, he kind of rammed the PSP car
into it. It made a little gap there. It was
all -- it was |ocked so you couldn't open it. But

ot her than that, that was it.

Q. Okay. Now, you said you were there -- |I'm
l'i ke right about tinme. I"mjust going to finish nmy
portion of this.

You were there until about 9?

A. At that spot until 9, yes. And then | went
down and directed traffic until about 10.

Q. So what were you doing between shots being
fired and 9:00? Just watching, guarding?

A. Yeah, | was watching. Sergeant [Jjjjjj wanted
me to go to the medical tent, make sure nobody was
com ng or |leaving. That was roughly maybe 7:30.

| probably stayed there until about 8:00
or so, and then | went back to my post. And then |
called my chief and said, "Do you still want me

here or where do you want me?" And then he said,
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"Go to Butler Township, to the Butler Township guy
on Whitestown Road," and see where |I'm needed.

Q. Okay.

A. So then I went to him and that's when |
started directing traffic, which was |like 9
somet hi ng.

Q. Was there a | ot of chaos trying to get
everybody out?

I's that where the traffic was?

A. So because they had all these roads bl ocked
and they were only letting people go out sonme ways,
t hey had us go down there. Bl ocked the one and | et
only people come down, yeah.

| don't know why they did it, but that's
what they needed help with. They needed manpower
down t here.

Q. And my final question is that day who did

you think was in charge of that scene?

A. Where | was?
Q. The entire existence.
Who do you think -- you know, as far as

chain of command goes, you know, obviously you
report to your chief, but...
A. I thought the Secret Service was in charge

of it all.
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Q. Ri ght . Do you remenber any reason why you
t hought that, or is it just that's how --

A. Well, | worked the last Trunp thing and
t hey were. | actually had somebody with me from
the Secret Service. So...

Q. We' ||l definitely dive into that in our next
set. So we can go off the record.

(Off the record.)

BY I
Q. Deputy, again, ny name is |G

I"'mwith the Mnority staff. W have

I 2| king i n.

As we just talked about, this is
bi partisan. We have kind of very sim/lar
questi ons. So sometimes |'m going to junp around a
little bit because |I mainly understood where they
were com ng from | don't want to go back.

There are other times where | nmay repeat
things just to make it clear for anyone reading it
what |'m tal king about, even though it be will be
obvious to all of us.

Al so, you seem pretty confortable here,
but I want to make it clear we don't have any

implication in any question we're asking. W're
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just trying to understand it. We're not trying to

gauge anyt hi ng.

So if anything doesn't make sense or |I'm

full of it and you need to correct me, please feel
free to do so. Again, we're trying to understand
what happened and make sure it doesn't happen
agai n.
A. Yep.
Q. Sound fair? All right.
A background that got through this. I

want to clarify: \When you say "chief,"” you're not
tal king about Sheriff |Jjjjjjj: right?
A. No, | am not tal king about the sheriff.

" m tal king about our chief deputy.

Q  And that's >
A Chief [N VYer

Q. Got it. Is he sort of the -- he's
basically the | ead nonelected official with you
guys -- is that fair -- or what's his role?

A. Yeah. So the sheriff can kind of appoint
his own chief, and that's who he appointed was
Chief NN

Q. And is he sort of, on day-to-day purposes,
your boss?

A. The chi ef?
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Yeah.
Yeah.
Q. Where was he in the rally?
Was he at 6, or was he somewhere el se?
A. No. My chief didn't actually have a post.
He was kind of a floater --
Q. Got it.
A. -- to see if, you know, guys needed breaks
and things |ike that.

Q. Under st ood. Who was at 6, then?

A. That was Deputy [IIEIENGEGEE

Q. B | was going to ask: ||}
I

A

Q. I ckay. So you guys were both
there that day?

A. We wer e.

Q. Al'l right. How far away -- |'m | ooking at
the Exhibit 1 fromthe Majority -- how far away --
you know, | look at this -- how far away is 6 from

where you were?

A. | had a feeling you were going to ask me
that. | really don't -- | can't even -- maybe half
a football |ength.

I mean, we really weren't all that far
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from each other. | could see him

Q. Now, at 6, you're nore |ooking sort of the
nort hwest ern edge of that perimeter; is that right?

A. Yeah. We were kind of both faced al nost
the same way. He wasn't tilted more than ne.

Q. | also want to orient you, or orient myself
really, to this fairground or farmground. So I'm
giving you right now what has been premarked and
given to the reporter as Mnority Exhibit 1 -- or
Al pha -- I"'msorry -- which is -- well, why don't
you tell me what this is, generally speaking.

(Mnority Exhibit A was marked for
i dentification.)

A. So this is obviously the Farm Show grounds
with the inner fence right there where I was and
the AGR buil ding on the other side.

Q. And this is |ooking northerly?

I's north the correct direction that this
is | ooking, fromyour perception?

A. Yeah.

Q. Do you mnd, with a nunber, just so |
understand, can you just mark on that? And maybe
we should use the official document for this.

Can you mark with a 4 where you were?

A. Yeah (indicating).
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Al right. If you can see that.

Q. Okay. And |I'm going to have you do one
nmore. Just a 5 where the PSP trooper was. And,
you know, obviously this will be in the record. |t
will reflect they're relatively near the

fairgrounds. So to the west or left of the AGR

bui | di ng.
A. (I'ndicating). Sorry. It's hard to see.
Q. | really appreciate that.

So | ooking at that then -- and I'I1l give
this back to the reporter -- the PSP trooper, is
that [N

A. Correct.

Q. OCkay. And a recap. The deputy at 6 was

I  You at 4. Then 5.

About, again, estimating, you said you

wer e not super far apart but far enough where you

couldn't speak to each other; is that right?
A. The trooper and 17?
Q. Yes.
A. Yes. Yes, that's correct.
Q. Rem nd me. When did you call your chief

about the AGR being somewhat uncovered?
A. | didn't call the chief.

Q. Okay. You called the deputy?
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Tell me what

ki nd of were aware of AGR.

happened when you first

A. Oh. That was towards the beginning.

Q. Yeah, right.

A. Li ke I said, we kind of got there at |ike
10:45. So | don't remenmber the exact time, but we

were in touch most of the day.

| called himand | just said, you know,

"Is anybody over there?" Just because | was
wonderi ng. | didn't call the chief. | didn't cal
t he command post or anybody |ike that. It was just
ki nd of, obviously, because |I'm | IIINNNEGgGNGEE

Q. That was to |-

A. And | knew he was, you know, with PSP
bef ore and they've done stuff like this. So that's

what | was wonderi ng.
Q. And that's where |

So when you call ed about

Deput y |

m sunder st ood.

AGR, you call ed

A. Yes.

Q. And he said -- who said then that PSP had
it covered?

A. He didn't say, |ike, for sure that they
di d. He said, "Oh, |I'm sure the state police has
t hat covered over there."
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Because | said, "I don't see anybody."
He said, "Oh, |I'm sure they have it covered." He

wasn't saying like they definitely do or anything

l'i ke that.

Q. So he was just presum ng they have it
covered --

A. Yes.

Q. -- because it was outside?

A. Yes.

Q. And you never knew anyone was inside AGR?

A. Not until after.

Q. Does that -- you know, | don't want you to

specul ate unnecessarily here, but if you had seen,

let's say, a sniper with a long gun inside a

buil di ng, would that have raised your hackles?
Woul d you have called that in?

A. | probably would have called it in on the
sheriff's channel to, obviously, Sergeant | and
asked him which I'"m assum ng he probably knew.

Q. Woul d t hat have been -- | mean, | guess I'm
trying to understand. Did you think no one was in

the building, or you just didn't have an idea?

A. I had no idea anybody was over there. So
if I seen any sort of activity inside the building,
if I would have seen anything |like that, anybody in
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there with a Iong gun or even on top of the

bui l ding, | would have definitely called it i

n just

so sonebody could clarify, "Yeah, we have guys over

there."

Q. At what point would it have escal ated

to

more than calling it in for you; i.e., you see

someone in the roomwith a gun that you don't

is there.

know

| mean, at what point are you drawi ng

your side arm and escalating it froma radio call?

A. Well, it depends. It's hard to answe
t hat .
Q. But if you had seen that, that would

concerned you?
A. Oh, yeah. Absolutely.

Q. In retrospect, do you think that's

r

have

sonmet hing you woul d have wanted or should have

known that there were snipers in that buil ding?

A. Absol ut el y.

Q. And | know we are junping around a |lot, so

["1l try to orient you as nuch as possible.
tell me if |I'm not.

At the peak of the number of folks
around the AGR building, which I presunme just

of increased as the day went on?

Pl ease

ki nd
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A. Yes.
Q. A guesstimate as to how many fol ks were
t here?
A. Oh, geez. Honestly, anywhere from-- there

were just so many and it was back and forth.
|'d say anywhere from |I|ike, maybe 80.
Maybe.
Q. Fair enough.

What were your concerns with those

fol ks?

Li ke you had issues with them being on
the fence line, but, |ike, what were you kind of
t hi nki ng?

A. | did. | had a problem with that because

knew everybody el se that was inside had to go
t hrough basically, |like, security, and all these
peopl e that were on the outer fence |line there,
none of them went through security. So it's very
easy for somebody to pull out, whether it be a
handgun or come over with a | ong gun.

I mean, none of those people were
obvi ously scanned through, so that raised concern
to me. And nobody said, you know, "Make sure
nobody goes over there."

That's why | called the deputy earlier
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on in the day. Li ke, "Hey, sonmebody's over there.
You know, sonmebody's basically keeping an eye."

| mean, | know that's my job is to keep
an eye on that fence |line, make sure nobody junps
over or anything |like that, but when you have so

many people over there, it's hard to keep an eye on

everybody --
Q. Yeah.
A. -- to make sure.
Q. " m sorry. Go ahead.
A. No, no, no. You're fine.
Q. Well, | was going to ask: You know, | know

you're | ooking out.

A. Yes.

Q. Of course, you're cogni zant of where people
are behind you.

A. Yes.

Q. Woul d you say it was pretty good visibility
fromthat fence to the stage?

A. Yeah. Pretty good.

Q. Yeah. So woul d someone have had a clear --

let's say they were just along the fence line --
' m not tal king about the roof of AGR -- but with
the fence line also, had they had a weapon, had a

clear line on that?
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A. Yeah. From certain parts of the fence
l'ine, | believe so.

Q. So ny understanding -- please tell me if
I'"'m wrong -- Pennsylvania is an open-carry state.

G ven it's outside the fence |line, what are sort of
the protocols for sort of balancing the |egal right
to carry and have a firearm openly versus being in
t hat place near a presidential candi date?

A. Yeah. I mean, people can carry, open carry
like that. That's fine. I mean, | see people do
it all the time. But a |lot of times you don't see

it like that --

Q. Sure.

A. -- in that area, you know.

Q. But someone could have legally -- and I'm
not in any way implying -- I'mjust trying to
track it -- someone could have legally had a gun in

t hat area, and there's nothing you, as a sheriff,
can do about it?

A. On the outside of it like that if they were
open carrying.

Q. Got it. But | assume had you seen a
citizen with a weapon, that would have escal ated --

A. Rai sed concern, yes.

Q. -- your interest? Yes.
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Okay. And |I'm going to skip around a
whol e bunch nmore here. | want to talk about the
radi o channel s.

So | feel pretty good about ny
under st andi ng that the radio channels that you,

EMS, Butler Township PD, Butler ESU, it's all a

.
Lk
s that fair?
A. That's correct.
Q. Got it. You're on a sheriff's channel, but
there are other channels; is that right?
A. Correct.
Q. From reading through, it seems there was an
OPS 3.
Are you famliar with that term nol ogy,
or is that not really what you guys --

A. No. There is an OPS 3 on the radio.

Q. Were you aware of who was on OPS 3 that
day?

A. So I did not know exactly who was on OPS 3
or OPS 4. | knew the ESU team was on one of them

and | knew that Butler Township, who was in the
area, was on the other.

| wasn't sure exactly who was on what,
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which is why | scanned.

Q. Yeah. Got it. So you knew Butler PD and
ESU were on 3 and 4?

A. Yes.

Q. Who was OPS 2 and/or patrol?

We've seen that reference. |s that
separate?

A. There's like a Police 2, which is all,

l'i ke, the northern part of the county, which is
consi dered Butler City, Butler Township. Those
guys use that as their everyday radio, Police 2.

Q. Got it. So that's separate from anyone
who's there; is that right?

A. Yeah. Unl ess they were scanning, yes.

Q. |'"'m going to go a bit more to the radio
because it just seems relevant right now. You said
you were scanning.

Did you hear anyone -- so when you hear
that there's a gun, do you remenmber what channe
t hat was on?

A. | don't know. | was scanni ng.

Q. That's fine.

A. So |I''m not sure. It was either, | think,
OPS 3 or OPS 4, but | don't know for sure. I

wasn't | ooking.
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If you watch the radio, you can see who
calls out on what, but | wasn't.
Q. At that point you're driving; is that
right?
A. Yeah. | already had it in.
Q. Got it. MWhat do you hear on the radio that
you recal |l ?
After shots fired -- after you hear he

has a gun, what do you hear on the radi o next?

A. After | hear that there's a | ong gun,
call it out on the radio.
Q. On the sheriff's channel ?

A. On the sheriff's channel, yes. Let nmy guys
know. And then inmmediately | heard the shots
fired.

When | went to go radio back up to say,
"Shots fired,"” you're not able to if sonebody el se
is trying to key up on there, which was Deputy
I e was already on the radio saying,
"Shots fired," then, which was two seconds after |

called out the |Iong gun.

Q. And if you are radioing in -- so you
hear -- presume that it's OPS 3, long gun -- you go
on the sheriff's channel, say, "He's armed," that

woul d then prevent you from hearing someone on,
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say, OPS 4, OPS 3 continuing to talk; is that

right?
A. That's correct.

portable, too.

But | also had on ny

Q. Okay. So tell me about -- were you able to

hear anyone else talking while you were doing that?

A. So | could hear on my portable, if | speak

on the car radio -- sorry. | "' m ki nd of being

conf usi ng.

Q. No, you're not. You' re good.
A. If I can speak on the car radio, | have
this (indicating) on sheriff's channel; | have this

(i ndicating) on Police OPS 3, my portable.

Q. Got it.

A. So I"m scanning on Police OPS 3 on ny

portable, but |I have sheriff's channel on and I'm

scanning in the car.

So if | talk on sheriff's channel in the

car, it will cut off Poli

ce OPS 3, Police OPS 4.

If they're talking, | can still hear while |I'm

tal king on the sheriff's

sense.

channel, if that makes

Q. Yeah. Do you recall, between the time

"Long gun on OPS 3" and t

recall anything on OPS 3

hen "Shots fired," do you

or OPS 4, or is it all
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sort of jumbled?
A. No. Not - -
Q. Do you recall specifically not hearing

somet hing or unsure?

A. No, |'m not sure. | know that there was
tal king, but I don't know exactly.
Q. And that's because you were focused on

calling in?

A. Yes.

Q. Got it.

The scanning, | just want to make s
I " m understanding this and maybe this is just
stating my own interests.

So when it's scanning, it will just
up i f someone talks; is that right?

A. That's correct.

Q. WIIl it stay on that channel? Or, |et
say, someone talks on OPS 3, blah, blah, blah,
someone else talks on OPS 4 after that, bl ah,
blah, will it switch over to OPS 4, or will it
stay on the nost recent channel until you hit
agai n?

A. So on the sheriff's channel, that's
priority. So if Police OPS 3 is tal king and

somebody keys up on the sheriff's channel, it

ure

pi ck

S

bl ah,
j ust

Scan

wi ||
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cut them off on 3.
Got it.
A. Because that's nmy priority right there is
the sheriff's channel.

So anybody that talks on the sheriff's

channel, it will cut off everybody else on 3-4.
It doesn't matter what radio it is.

I f nobody's talking on the sheriff's
channel, then it will let Police OPS 3 talk until
however | ong.

Q. Then when they're done, will it bounce to
4, 3, whatever, whoever is next to talk?
A. Yep. \hoever is talKking. | can go to

Police 2, Police 1.

Q. So ot her than your priority channel, it
will then just go to whomever is the one speaking.
And if someone speaks first, it will go until

they're done and then maybe to someone el se?

A. That's correct.
Q. Got it. Ckay. All right. I think 1've
asked you enough questions about radios. | want to

go to the attenpt to disperse folks along the fence
l'ine.
So nmy understandi ng, you said you went

over. You saw two men interacting around 1700 and
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one was the owner of the AGR and wanted peopl e out;
I's that right?

A. Yeah. That's who we said.

Q. Yeah. And then what kind of happened?

Did you guys just say, "Hey, get out of

here," and that's it, or what happened next?

A. Yeah. So after | got the trooper, we
wal ked over and told everybody, you know, "If you
you're going to be over here, you need to be on the
opposite side of the tree,"” which was kind of near
68, the road there.

Q. Do you mnd, with an X, on Exhibit Al pha,

drawi ng where you wanted folks to go?

A. Yeah.
Q. And if it's an arrow, that's fine, too.
A. Kind of on the other side of this

(i ndicating).

Q. What was the reason --

A. If you can see.

Q. |"ve come prepared to this. | have a
Shar pi e.

What was your reasoning for having fol ks
go there?
A. So this is what the trooper said: He said

t hat apparently that is the cutoff of the AGR
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buil ding. Anything on the other side of that tree
was not them

| don't know the specifics of it, but
that's what the trooper told everybody, was to go
on the opposite side of that tree.

The owner of the AGR building didn't
have a problem with people being on the other side
of that tree. So | assumed it wasn't property of

the AGR buil ding there.

Q. So it was your concern, really, these
persons -- and | don't want to trivialize it
here -- but it was just like, "Hey, this is his

property. Get off the property"?
Was your focus on these people are just
way too close?
What was kind of the m ndset there going
over?
A. Li ke my opinion?
Q. Your opinion, yes. Yes, your opinion.
A. My opinion was | don't think anybody should
have been over there at all.
Q. Yeah.
A. Li ke I said, nobody went through security
or anyt hing. So. ..

Q. And that's exactly where |I'm going next.
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poi nt -

So you went over, and then at that

- tell me if I"'mwong -- you and |l 9o

back to your post at 4 and 5, and then he uses your

phone t

area?
A.
Q.
A.

o try to get someone to get over in the AGR

That's correct.
From PSP or who knows?
From PSP, yes.

Li ke | said, we have this |ist, and when

he used nmy phone, | didn't have the guy's phone

nunmber

did he

see it.

in here. So | kind of | ooked on here, who

call, and it was his corporal. Now | can

But that's who he called and basically

said, "There's a bunch of people over here. Can

you get

Q.

sonmebody over here to kind of disperse?”

Got it. So you go over the fence |ine.

You try to get these guys away. You're thinking

hey, there are too many people here. Way too

cl ose.

to get

PSP l 2orees. He uses your phone

someone from PSP to cl ear out because you

guys are on the opposite side of the fence, and

that's where it stayed at about 17 -- 1715; is that

right?

Al
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A. That was 1715, correct.
Q. Got it. | think I understand.
So I want to ask the suspicious -- the

pi cture of what ended up being M. Crooks cane
across from -

Was that 45 or 15 that you started
hearing chatter that there was a suspicious
i ndi vi dual ?

A. That was |ike 1740, 1745, | believe.
Somewhere around there.

Q. And when you eventually got that picture, |
know it was much later, closer to the time of the
shooti ng.

Are you able to say that was the picture

of Crooks?

A. You mean after this?
Q. Do you now know that that was a picture of
Crooks?

A. Oh, yes, yes.

Q Of himon the wall?
A. Yes.
Q And around at that point, |ooking back on

it, actually, do you ever have a recollection of
seeing someone matchi ng Crooks' description?

A. No.
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Q. And perhaps that's because you said there

wer e 80-plus people around?

A. Correct.

Q. You said at no point did you ever see
Crooks on the roof; is that right?

A. That's correct.

Q. And you never went up to the roof

afterwards?

A. That's correct.

Q. Wth a star -- I'mgiving you this back one
nore time and |'m going to give you the Sharpie --
do you mnd with a star marking on the map
approxi mately where you were when shots were fired?

You get out of your car. Pul | out your
handgun; is that right?

A. Yeah. | was probably right here
(i ndicating) when shots were fired.

Q. And from that vantage point, you could not

see M. Crooks?

A. | could not.
Q. Where -- and | don't need you to mark this
but I'm just curious -- from any point along

outside the fence line within your patrol
perimeter -- | know you were at 4 -- would it have

been possible from any point on ground |level to see
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Cr ooks?
A. No. You mean up on the roof?
Q Yes. Sorry.
A. No. | don't believe so.
Q What about from within near the AGR

conmpl ex?

| know you weren't over there, but to
your knowl edge, let's say fromthe trees that we
see on Exhibit Alpha to the left or west of the AGR
complex, it looks like there's a little rise.

From that hill, fromthose trees, could
you potentially have seen hinf?

A. Oh, yes. If you're back here (indicating),
absol utely.

B And just for the record,
the witness pointed to the trees to the west of the
AGR compl ex.

Q. But within that sort of no man's | and, you
guys couldn't see?

A. No. It was too hard. You couldn't see
over the peak of it.

Q. Got it. Okay. | asked nost of the

questions | had for clarity.

B Can | get a time check?
My apol ogi es.
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B  ou' ve got roughly ten

m nut es.

B O, super. We're doing
great here.
BY
Q. | want to tal k about, then, rew nding al
the way, prior rallies, have you worked a prior

political rally?

A. | did.

Q. Whi ch one was that?

A. | worked the Trunp rally.

Q. 20207

A. Yes.

Q. Got it. And we have heard from ot her folKks
that that was at a different |ocation, different --
not this airstrip -- a different place.

A. Correct.

Q. Got it. Any inpressions on this |ocation

as a rally?
Did you have any concerns about the farm
grounds, anything, before you showed up that day?
A. No. So like I said, I've never been to the
Farm Show grounds before.
Q. You did say that.

A. And when | did go there, that was nmy main
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concern, was that building, and that's why | called
t he deputy and said, you know, "Do you think
sonmebody's over here?"

Ot her than that, | couldn't see where
everybody el se was. Like I said, I don't know the
area, so |I'mnot sure. But that raised concern to
me when | first got there, and | just thought this

I's probably not a really good | ocation.

Q. It seens pretty obvious; right?
A. Yeah.
Q. What is your relationship as a Butler

sheriff officer?
My under standi ng, you guys aren't part
of the ESU; is that right?

A. We are not.

Q. What is your relationship with -- and just
a general working relationship -- with the Butler
ESU?

Do you guys interact or not really?

A. No. We don't really interact that much
unl ess we were needed for sonmething. But we don't
ever really interact with them

|"ve only been with them one time, and
t hat was years ago when there was a riot that was

Downt own Butler, and Butler city police was there,
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the ESU was there, we were there, and we kind of
all worked together there.

But other than that, they don't call us
for anything and we don't really need them

Q. What about Butler Township Police
Depart ment ?

What's the interaction there?

A. | mean, we back them up sonetinmes if they
need anyt hi ng. | mean, if they need sonet hing,
t hey would call wus. It's not abnormal.

Q. What about Pennsylvania State Police?

A. If we ever need them for anything.
Normal |y we need them nore than they woul d need us.
They would only need us for, like, a transport or
sonmet hi ng. But it's not abnormal if either of us
call each other

Q. Understood. And then Secret Service, you

said, you worked in 2020. To the extent you have

ot her impressions or just generally, any -- first
of all, you didn't have any interaction with Secret
Service for this event; is that correct?

A. That's correct.

Q. What about the 2020 event?

A. Yeah. | actually had a female with me in

my car.
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Q. What are your general inpressions fromthe

| egal | evel of organizati

on and structure that you

had at 2020 versus this event?

A. It seemed nmore squared away than it was

now.

Q. Yeah. And | know |I'm putting you on the

spot, and this isn't to call it out.

Just from you

being there, as a | aw

enforcement person needing to know what the heck

you' re supposed to do, can you expound a little bit

on the squared-away natur

e?

A. | mean, | just think it was -- |ack of

communi cation is a better
before, for the 2020, we
together with the Secret
how, obviously, | knew I

We ki nd of wer

where your post is. This

term | guess, because
were kind of all briefed
Service and us. That's

had that female with nme.
e told, "Okay. This is

I's what you're going to

do. Here's what times he's com ng. Here's, you

know, what everybody's going to do."

This time it was sent out by e-mail,

"Show up at 10:45 at your

post, and here you go."

Q. Yeah.
A. Nobody said where everybody was going to
be. | had no idea other than the map here.
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Q. Yeah. And, you know, we tal ked about one
I ssue of not having the cognizance of where fol ks
were was relevant. Like you see someone with a

l ong gun at the AGR, that could raise some alarms.

Any other things |ike that where you're
l'i ke, "Hey, | really wish I had known X"?
A. No. | nmean, that. | wish | would have
known t hat .
Q. Sure.
A. That woul d have been nice. But |ike |
said, | couldn't see himin there, anyway, so |I had

no idea, and clearly neither did the guy at Post 6.

Q. Got it. Yeah, we won't speak ill of the
guy at Post 6; right?

A. Yeah. No, we won't.

Q. Okay. You had your cell phone, radio. You
don't have FirstNet or FrontLine; is that right?

A That's correct.

Q. One's Verizon; one's AT&T? Cool.

A | had Verizon

Q. Do you know if that was available to your
of fice?

Does your office have handsets with that

capability?

A. No.
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Q. Briefly, you were asked about drone

usage - -

B And please stop ne

whenever |'m done.

Q. Drone usage: You didn't see any drones;
right?

A. | did not.

Q. That woul d be anot her thing: If you see a

drone, you're like, "Hold on a mnute. MWhat's

goi ng on?"

A. That woul d have been a red fl ag.
Q. Were there drones at the 2020 event?
A. | couldn't see anything from where | was.

I was along the wood |line, so...
Q. Now, these are some quick-hitters here.
You're in your vehicle most of the day.
Is that just like, hey, that's where we need to be
to respond to stuff?
What's the reason to be in the vehicle
versus out of the vehicle versus patrolling along

the fence |ine?

What's the --
A. | don't know. He just said, meaning "he,"
the chief, just said kind of, "Sit in your vehicle
and watch the fence |ine. I f somebody was to try
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to junp or do anything or you see anything
suspi ci ous over there, just call it in and we'll
handle it."
But other than that, we weren't to walk
around and do anything. W were just kind of
wat chi ng that area.
Q. Makes sense. | want to ask you. You may

have seen reports about a range finder here. Let

me ask you this: Did you see anyone with a range
finder?

A. | did not.

Q. Had you seen someone with a range finder,

you know, is that something you would expect? |Is
t hat somet hing that would raise red flags?
Tel | me.
A. That woul d be red flags, yeah.
Q. We haven't tal ked about any interactions
t hat you have had with any other | aw enforcenment
agency beyond your coll eague with PSP.
s that fair to say, that throughout the

day, you really didn't have much beyond Jjjif. PSP,
and Deputy IR

A. That's true.
Q. | want to get to the communications with
Sergeant
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He said -- |ooking at the radio | ogs,
appears he gave you a description of a male on a
bi cycl e.

Tell me if this wrong: You saw soneo

Rel ayed the description. It wasn't who they wer

it

ne.

e

| ooking for. And you never saw the individual who

eventually matched M. Crooks' depiction; is tha

right?
A. That's correct.
Q. The individual you saw on a bicycle was

someone el se?

A. That's correct.

Q. Did anything ever come of that?

A. No.

Q. Just someone el se?

A. | mean, it was just some guy that wanted to
see Trunmp.

Q. Got it. And you eventually received it --
let's say shots fired at 1811 -- you eventually

receive the picture at 1808, 18097
Does that seem about right?
A. When | actually seen the picture, yes.
Q. Because, otherwi se, you had the e-mail,
it was | oading slowy?

A. Yes. It was | oading, yes.

t

but
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Q. Understood. All right. My last bit -- and
I"m glad we' ve got through this and my apol ogies
for the length and | oquaci ousness -- but what
interviews have you participated in post July 13th?

A. | had one in the courthouse. It was with
the state police and sonebody fromthe FBI. I
can't really remenber his nane.

| was supposed to meet with sonmebody
else fromthe FBI. They called the day prior, and
we had a time at 2:00 to nmeet at the courthouse.
But then when | showed up to work the next day, the
sheriff said, "Okay, everybody's being interviewed
by the state police,” and this person with the FBI

And so then, after that, | never
actually interviewed with this other guy because he
ended up talking to me. They said, "You don't have
to do it twice."

| was supposed to be interviewed again,
but I was in Florida. So whoever set up that date

and time didn't check with me. So. ..

Got it.
A. Just the one tinme.
Q. Just the one tine.

Anything from that that was di scussed

that you think would be relevant for us to know?
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No, | don't. | don't believe so.
Simlar stuff?

Yeah. All simlar.

o » O »

Last three questions:

So | am sure you have seen the coverage
of this event and discussions of this event in the
medi a, by, perhaps, sonme of the fol ks we work for.

Do you have any general reflection on
how it's been covered or things that you feel are
I naccurate or that you think would be worthwhile
for us to know?

A. | mean, not really. Li ke I said, it al
comes down to conmunication. I mean, | think it
was a |l ack of communication for everybody. That
was my main thing.

| mean, as little as communi cati on with

PSP or communi cation with Secret Service, | mean |
don't know where the -- it fell down there, but..
Q. Soneone el se --
A. Somebody didn't relay the information or
they did and -- | don't know. But |ike |I said, |
was just at my post and that's all | could do. I

did the best | could.
| relayed the information that | coul d,

|l et them use ny phone, and |I think maybe had
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sonebody been over there and gotten those peopl
out of there, | think | definitely would have s
Crooks at | east wal king over in that area.
Maybe more | aw enforcenment over ther
woul d have definitely been hel pful, but other t
that, it basically comes down to a | ack of

communi cati on

e

een

e

han

Q. Yeah. And that was ny |ast question, and I

t hi nk you answered it. But to the extent there
anything else, is there anything in retrospect
because it doesn't sound |ike you did anything
beyond what you were supposed to do -- is there
anyt hi ng, | ooking back, either you wish -- that
haven't covered -- that you wi sh you either had
known, had done differently, or that someone in
position of authority, either within your chain
command or other chains of command, had done
differently beyond what we have spoken about
ot her wi se?

A. No. | mean, you always | ook back at it
say, you know, "I wish this; | wish that."

Li ke part of me says, you know, inst

of calling the deputy at Post 6, | wish | maybe
woul d have went to somebody higher up, whether

be my chief or Sergeant |- You know, was

's

we

a

of

and

ead

It
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anybody over at that AGR buil di ng.

That way, | at |east raised the issue
and said, you know -- obviously, like |I said
earlier, it's a clear shot right there. | mean,

nobody was goi ng through security over there.

So | think maybe if | would have done
that, | would have felt better myself bringing it
up to somebody that's obviously higher than ne
because |I'm just a deputy. So | can't really call

the shots or anything.

Q. Yeah. Well, | appreciate that. Obviously,
Deputy No. 6 will make sure that he gets spoken to.

A. Yeah.

Q. But | appreciate it.

B Do you have anything

further right now?

B | t(hink we're about at
time.

B O Two mnutes over.
appreci ate the indul gence.

We are off the record at 1505.

_: We are back on the record
at 3:08 p.m

BY I

Q. So you had mentioned that conp time was
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given instead of overtime and that it changed a | ot
of people's m nds.

Did that affect staffing of personnel,
or was there a shortage or difficulty in terms of

staffing as a result?

A. So originally when he threw it out there,
it was for comp or overtime. There was -- | don't
know t he exact amount, but | know that there was a

| ot of guys that wanted to do it, and then once he
said it was only for conp and not overtime, that
changed a | ot of people's m nds.

Now, where he came up with the -- |
don't know how many there were -- six or seven of
us -- | don't know where that number came, but | do
know that for the rally, you know, in 2020, we had
more people -- double that -- there.

Q. So is it fair to say that you were al
operating with | ess personnel than expected?

A. Yes.

Q. A large amount? A small amount in terns of
at a |l ess nunber, smaller number?

A. Yeah. It was small, | think, compared to
what it should have been and what we were thinking.

Q. When you showed up day of, were you

surprised at the number of folks that had been
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staffing?

Was it that | ow?

A. Well, like | said, | did receive this a day
prior. So |I kind of was shocked that there was
little, but like |I said, |I'"mjust a deputy, so I

just roll with it.

Q. Did anyone express that they had felt sort
of strained?

A. No.

Q. You al so indicated there was no nmeeting the
day of the event.

Were you concerned or did you raise the
guestion with anyone regardi ng, you know, "Hey, why
is there no meeting?"

A. No, | didn't. Not really. I mean, | did
ask the chief when he called ne. | said, you know,
“"Are we meeting anywhere kind of because we did in

2020?" He said, "No. Just go to your post," and

that was it. I didn't ask any nmore questions other
t han t hat.
Q. So there was no meeting or briefing so that

fol ks knew what their jobs or their
responsibilities or duties were that day?
A. No. No. He may have went into -- "he," as

in the chief -- may have went into detail with
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ot her deputies when he called them | don't know.

All he told ne was, "Hey, you're at Post
4. ' m going to send you all the information.
Watch the fence line." "Okay. Thank you."

Q. Got it. Thank you.

So how did fol ks know who was
responsi ble froma coordi nati on standpoi nt, you
know, in terms of division of duties?

You had mentioned potentially they m ght
have been told individually by via phone call or
ot herwi se, but you're unaware of any other kind of
coordination in terms of how people were told about
what their responsibilities were?

A. That's correct, because |like |I said, there
wasn't a meeting or anything or a debriefing |ike
what there normally was and should have been.

So when we got this (indicating), the
map with the list of officers and where their post
is, I kind of just went off of there and knew, you
know, the people around nme were doing the sane
thing as | was.

Q. So would you sort of characterize this as a
deviation from kind of standard procedure?

A. Yeah.

Q. Did you ever, at any juncture, ask for
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sonmeone from the Secret Service to be with you or
any of the other officers, and did you ask why no

one was with you for this event?

A. | did ask if I was going to have somebody
fromthe Secret Service with me. | asked my chi ef
t hat . He said no, | was going to be by nyself and

t hen explained it was going to be deputy/trooper,
deputy/trooper, kind of separating us all.

| don't know why they did it that way,
but | did ask because | knew, obviously, in 2020 |
did have a menmber of the Secret Service with nme.
But he just said | was by nyself, and | said okay.

Q. Moving on to sort of the communication

channel s, were you concerned about the siloing of
all of these channels; i.e., the sheriff's channel,
for exanmple, or that there wasn't a main channel

t hrough which | aw enforcement could conmunicate?

A. Yes.
Q. Did you comuni cate that concern to anyone?
A. | did. | don't know exactly when it was,

but | did tell Sergeant [Jjjjjj and the chief, you
know, "We need to be able to talk to PSP. W need
to be able to talk to,” in my opinion, "Secret
Service," | mean, in case there was an issue.

| know it's seconds to comuni cate
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t hrough radi o, but then the guy at the conmand post
has to tell sonebody else, who then, by the time it
gets to the right people, it's already too late, in
my opi nion.

Q. And did Sergeant il at any juncture
i ndi cate that there was capability in terms of
creating some sort of main channel, or he just said
this is sort of what it is?

A. He just said he's at the command post and
he was with somebody from state police who was
operating their guys.

So pretty much if anything came up, go
t hrough the sheriff channel. He'll tell the
correct people in the command post.

Q. Do you know who made the decision to keep
t he channels siloed in that manner?

A. | do not know.

Q. Movi ng on to sort of the phone issues you
had descri bed, ma'am as you were experiencing
those service and phone issues, as a |ot of folKks
were that day, as was the case with PSP, did
anybody radio this in?

Was anyone making clear or communicating
that, you know, getting in touch with each other

via cell phone was becom ng an issue?
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A. Yes. | believe it was Sergeant [Jjjj said
he was trying to send a picture, and | told him
"You can try to send it all you want, but my
phone's not working." And this was all over the
radi o.

So we were all kind of going back and
forth, and a couple of the other deputies said that
their phone wasn't working either.

Q. Did anyone sort of offer any kind of

remedi al measures or remediation to the phone

i ssues?
A. No. Just used a radio.
Q. So sort of leading into nmy next question

with respect to the sort of telephonic issues
there, did you switch then to using radio

primarily?

A. Yes, because at that point, |I mean, ny
phone wasn't working for -- | don't even know.
Like I said, it was off and on. | turned it off
and on, but it was probably like that for, like, a

good hour and a half maybe.
So | mean, | always knew if | needed
something on the radio is the way to go.
Q. And did any other officers mention over the

radi o they were having issues with their
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t el ephones, as well?

A. Yes.

Q. What was the instruction followi ng, you
know, officers making that sort of communication
t hat they were having issues?

Did anyone sort of say, "Continue to try
to use your phones. Pl ease switch to radio"?

No i nstructions were given?

A. No. Just, "Anything that needs brought up,
bring it up on the sheriff channel."”™ That was it.

Q. Was it your understanding that it was
Sergeant |Jjjii' s duty or role to be the |iaison
bet ween the sheriff's office and the Secret
Service?

Can you sort of expand for me on what,
you know, your understanding was as to who he was
serving as a liaison for?

A. So | did ask, and he said that he was with
PSP but that Secret Service was in their own
command post.

I don't know the specifics. That's just
what he told me because, obviously, it raised
concern to me and anybody in | aw enforcement. I
mean, how do you conmmuni cate with sonmebody, the

peopl e next to you, when you can't?
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"' m no
Q.
touch
sort o
K
A.

So, yeah. That's just what he told ne.
t 100 percent sure about that.
So if you, hypothetically, wanted to get in
with PSP or the Secret Service or any other

f entity, that was all going through Sergeant

Correct. Unless | drove to the guy at

Post 5.

Q.
A.
Q.

of rig

then s

after

appr ox

Ri ght .

Which | have nultiple times.

All right. W're going to nove into sort
ht around the time of the shooting now and
ort of ask you sone kind of questions right
that, ma'am

So it's our understanding that at

imately 6:09 p.m, Deputy | asked if

1126 was able to see the roof of the AGR.

Do you recall that radio transm ssion?

A. Alittle bit.

Q. And just to be clear, 1126 is you; correct?

A. s me, correct.

Q. And do you recall where you were |ocated
when that radio transm ssion occurred?

A. If that was before the shots were fired, |
was probably sitting at my post | ooking at that
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pi cture.

Q. Okay. Shortly before the shooting, from
what we understand, you were asked if you could see
t he AGR roof.

Do you know why you were asked that?

A. Well, | know he was scanning, as well. So
he could hear the radio traffic of what they were
saying while near the AGR buil ding.

Q. And how were sheriff's deputies and the

| ocal police able to communi cate about a suspicious

person?
A. Well, we were told to only stay on the
sheriff channel. | took it upon nyself to scan.
So if I did need to say something to the
township or anything like that, | would just switch

to whether it be Police OPS 3 - 4 or Police 2.

Q. Do you believe that the Secret Service was
also listening to local radio comunications at
that point in time?

A. | didn't think they were. | still don't
know i f they were or not.

Q. So if you were sort of looking in the
direction of the AGR roof at approximtely 6:09
p.m that day -- well, let me sort of backtrack

her e.
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Do you recall, sort of right before the
shooting, where you were directed in terms of your
sight line, what you were | ooking at?

Were you scanning or what were you

doi ng?

A. Yeah. I mean, | was scanning, Yyeah. | was
still trying to | ook for Crooks.

Q. So if we move from6:09 p.m, about 90

seconds | ater, from what we understand, you had
said over the radio, "10-4, he's arned."

Can you wal k us through that period of

time?

A. Yeah. So as | was trying to | ook through
the people, like |I said, | could see Butler
Townshi p kind of running with a purpose. "1l use

t hat word.

| figured they could see him Once |
heard them call that out, that he was armed with a
| ong gun, that's when | then called it on my radio
because like | said, we were told to only call out
and listen to the sheriff's channel.

So | wanted the rest of nmy guys there to
know, you know, what was happening in case they
weren't scanning.

Q. Movi ng sort of post shooting, did you
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receive any conmuni cations or, you know, updated
information fromthe Secret Service regardi ng what
you should do?

A. No.

Q. What was your assignhment after the
shooting?

Did you assist with the state police or
the Secret Service?

A. | did. Nobody told me to, but | was
obviously next to the trooper at Post 5, and | kind
of hel ped him out with what he needed and, |ike I
said, to get the ESU guys through there so they can
get over to the building
BY I

Q. Was it the trooper at 5 that was ramm ng
the fence that you had tal ked about?

A. Yeah, he was the -- yep.

Q. That was the one?

Yep. He's a trooper.
BY I

Q. And followi ng the shooting, were there any
di scussi ons going on regarding failures on the
ground?

Can you sort of describe the general

mood and di scussions that were going on?
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Specifically, what Secret Service should have been

doi ng, what | aw enforcement should have been doing?

A. You mean |ike right after?
Q. Yes.
A. | mean, guys were obviously upset. | mean,

everybody had their own opinion on things, but

basically we thought because he used my phone, |ike
| said, at 1715 -- that was al nost an hour prior to
the shots being fired -- we thought that if

somebody woul d have come over there and got all
t hose people out of there, that this may not have
happened.

| guess on -- | don't want to put the
bl ame on anybody because it's not |ike that, but
the sheriff's office is so limted on what we do.
You know, we can't-- that's why | kind of told the
trooper to tell his people to go because we were
all at post, everybody that was -- meaning
deputies -- at the sheriff's office. And, plus, we
don't really have that to get people out of there,
anyway.

So | think guys were upset about that
because the call was made al nost an hour prior, and
t hen guys were obviously upset because then they

t hought maybe Secret Service should have had
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sonmebody up on that roof.

| mean, that's it.

Q. And once you became aware that there was
someone with a range finder, would it be fair to
say that that individual should have been detai ned?

A. Absol utely.

Q. And who woul d have been responsible for
t hat detai nment ?

A. | don't even know who was over there, to be
honest with you. I know there's a | ot of state
police guys that weren't actually at post. So I
don't know if maybe they could have been utilized.
[*'m not sure who would have.

Li ke I said, I know that Butler Township
was out there, too. So whoever it would be, | mean
somebody could have done it.

Q. Were you surprised with the amount of time
t hat el apsed from when there was an I D of a
suspi ci ous person, that that person | ooked as
t hough he had a range finder and then that that
person was then able to make it onto the rooftop of
the AGR buil ding?

A. Yeah. That's -- | feel like a |lot of tine
passed.

Q. And did you participate in any debriefings
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followi ng July 13?

A Yeah, | did. | did.

Q. And did the Secret Service attend those
debriefings?

A. No.

Q. Did the Secret Service provide you with any
sort of after-action or other sort of debrief

i nformati on?

A. No.

Q. Has the Secret Service spoken to you since
July 13th?

A. No.

Q. Who was a part of the debriefings that you
attended?

A. | went to the one, but it wasn't really --
| don't even know if you want to call it a
debri efing. | didn't stay the whole time because
it was not -- you know, there was just a bunch of
people from 1like, the EMS and everybody that were
t here. So it really wasn't much of anything.

Then we went to the ENNEGEGNGEGEGEEEE
and it was us deputies that were there. Honest |y,
" m not even sure who the two guys were that put it
on. | can't even say because | don't even know who

they were with.
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But other than that, that was it. W
never got together with PSP, Secret Service, Butler

Townshi p, nothing |like that.

Q. So was there a presentation given?
A. Not really, no.
BY

Q. B s oone through nmost of what | had.

The squad that you were using that day,
was it equipped with, |like, a dash cam or MR
syst enf?

A. No.
Q. No? Okay.

And you said that you had concerns about
the fol ks on the opposite side of the fence |line
from you over by AGR because they hadn't been
screened.

How di d you know that the people at the
rally had been screened?

A. We actually had a deputy at the main gate
there that was, you know, getting them through.

Q. Okay. So you knew because --

A. So | did know because of that, yeah, that
all the people that were going through were being
screened.

Q. But it's not because of any information
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t hat Secret Service had given you?

A. No.

Q. Last question kind of going back to just
some of the communicati on:

Were you aware, during the day or when
you first got there, what time former President
Trump was supposed to arrive at the rally?

A. | did ask Sergeant |l and he said 1700
hours is when he was supposed to come. That
obvi ously got pushed back. He said that he was
going to be | ate.

Q. How was that communicated to you?

A. Over the radio.

Q. Actually, | guess, | have one nore.

After the shooting, you hel ped a PSP
trooper open up the gate. Did you see any Secret
Service personnel go towards the AGR buil ding at
that time?

A. | didn't really. | was nmore on -- | mean,
it's hard to explain it -- but | was nore on this
part (indicating) of the gate trying to help them

So |I'm not sure, unless they went --
it's all gated in there. | nmean, the only way
you're getting around it is if you junp it.

Q. Did you see any Secret Service personnel ?
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A. | seen them all inside. [''m not sure
about -- | personally did not see them They may
have went over there. | personally did not see
t hem

Q. That's all 1 have.

B A ¢ ! think that's all we

have. We can go off the record.
(Off the record.)
BY I
Q. We are back on the record at 1528. This is
I fromthe Mnority. | have a few
questi ons. I'"mgoing to hand it off to ny
col | eague. I may have a few nmore, but that's about
it.
At any point, again, you have questions
for us, please just let us know.
A. Okay.
Q. | want to ask you about the corporal that
Trooper | cal!ed. You said you saw his nunber

on your phone?

A. Yeah, because he used my phone.
Q. And is that Corporal |IINININGE-"
A. It is.

Q. OCkay. So N c2''s . and at that
point the inmpression that both you and |l have
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is that Corporal |l i s now going to figure out a
way to clear out AGR?

A. Yeah. Like | said, | couldn't hear the
phone conversation. It was really |oud outside.
So he put up his wi ndow while he used my phone.

So |'m not sure exactly what he said,
but once he got off the phone and handed me ny
phone back, he did tell me. You know, | told him
He said he's going to send people over here,
meani ng ot her troopers, to clear it.

Q. And t hat never happened?

A. No.

Q. At any point did |JJJJ il ever say anything
about that conversation beyond what he said around
17507

A. After the fact?

Q. After the fact. At any point.

A. No. | didn't really talk to him much
after.
Q. So you don't have any know edge of either

what was specifically discussed or what Corporal

- did to deal with that situation?

A. No, | don't know.
Q. And you nentioned the sheriff's office.
You know, again, |I'mjust trying to understand sone
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of these | aw enforcement agencies.

You said you didn't call up because your
sheriff's office doesn't have the assets to nove
anyone out of AGR.

I's that fair?

A. Yeah. And we were all at post, anyway.
PSP had a | ot of people floating around.

Q. Understood. We tal ked about a group text
message thread in the first round of this go-round.

Is there anything on that thread

rel evant beyond the, let's say, 1700 timeframe, or

was all discussion carried out via radio after

t hat ?
A. It was all via radio.
Q. You mentioned with my coll eagues earlier

about your concern about communicati ons and not
havi ng channels, and you said you expressed that to
Sergeant |Jill; s that right?

A. Correct.

Q. When did that happen?

A. It was earlier in the day when | said that.
But | always say that. | al ways say we shoul d be
able to communicate with the state police and the
state police should be able to communicate with us.

And especially at events like this, |
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feel like the Secret Service should be able to hear
us and we should be able to hear them | mean,
it's easier to tell sonebody directly than to go
t hrough a third person.
Q. And so that happened, total estimate,
let's say earlier in the day?
Not too long after | got there, yeah.
So we're talking in the morning?

In the morning, yeah, sometime.

o » O »

And then what was [Jjjii' s response to that?
| know you said it, but just tell nme
that one more tinme.
A. He just said go through the sheriff's
channel and he's at the command post and he'l

relay the information.

Q. Got it. So he was |like, "Hey, |I'mthe
focus of this, and then I'Il pass it on"?

A. Yes.

Q. You said it is unusual for someone in your

position to scan the radio in terms of you could
but nmost people don't?

A. Yeah. Some people don't. It just depends.
Li ke some deputies just want to focus on -- if
you're told to only be on the sheriff's channel,

that's what some deputies will do. They won't go
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any further than that.
Some people, like me, who I want to be
able to hear everybody around me, | do scan.

Q. And t hat enabled you to hear the OPS 3 cal
out a |long gun?

A. Yes, especially because where | was, where
| was positioned, and from what was relayed on the
radi o, who we were | ooking for, he was | ast seen
around the AGR building, | really wanted to scan
t hen because | knew | ocal |aw enforcement was
around that buil ding. | could see them So I
wanted to be able to hear what they were saying.

Q. And that 1808 through shots fired 1811
timeframe, you're |ooking at the buil ding?

A. "' m | ooking at the building and the crowd
of people in front of me.

Q. What are you observing about the crowd?

What do they seemto be | ooking at?

A. At first, they were just watching, and
t hen --

Q. Wat ching the building or watching Trunp?

A. No. Watching Trunp. And then you see
peopl e running before shots were even fired.

So | was really listening to the radio.

That's when | seen Butler Township run around, and,
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I"mtelling you, people just started running. I
heard him call out "Long gun" on the radio, so
did. And that's when the shots fired and then
everybody ran.

Q. And |I'm sure this kind of all seemed to
jumbl e, happen at once.

So people are | ooking at Trunp. Then

you see crowds scattering slowly, police running
around the building, then shots.

At what point do you drive over to

Trooper - During that period?

A. Yeah. It was probably -- | don't know the
exact, but | do know | was in drive when the shots
were fired. | do know that.

So it was before he called out that
there was a | ong gun. It was right then because |
was already in drive while |I was saying it.

Q. When did the people, civilians around the
AGR, start scattering?

How | ong before you were in drive?

A. Seconds maybe. | don't know. 30 seconds
or somet hi ng.

Q. 30 seconds before you were in drive?

A. Yeah. 15 to 30 seconds | seen people just

start running, and it was nostly the people in the
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back.

People on the fence |line were just
sitting there. People in the back were running
towards 68. And | thought, obviously, weird. |
put the car in drive. | want to show ny partner
the picture -- well, the trooper.

While | was doing that, | was |isten
to the radio. | heard themcall out, "He has a
gun, long gun.” | called it out on the radio.
Once the shots were fired, | put it in park.

Q. Got it. So just to make it clear for
everyone, because | think I'm tracking, but let’
say a m nute before shots fired is when you see

peopl e, not on the fence |line, but maybe people

ng

S

behind a little bit start moving away from the AGR

conplex; is that right?
A. Yeah. It was maybe |ike 30 seconds prio

to the shots fired.

r

Q. I s when people start moving?

A. That people started, yeah, running away
from

Q. In your mnd, is that consistent with maybe
them seeing -- obviously this is speculation -- is

t hat consistent with them seeing him have a gun?

A. Oh, | definitely think they seen himup
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t here.

Q. And we earlier talked on Mnority Exhibit
No. 1, but that was the area up the hill to the
left of AGR, to the west of AGR; is that right?

A. Yes.

Q. So those are the people, in that position,
who have the ability to | ook down and potentially
see where Crooks was?

A. That's correct.

Q. Got it.

| want to tal k about hypotheticals here,
which | know is tough, but we tal ked earlier about
someone in the AGR with a rifle.

At that point -- because at a certain

point it goes fromreporting it to you drawi ng a

gun, | would assune; right?
A. Yeah.
Q. At what point would seeing someone with a

weapon around AGR have caused you to escalate from
reporting to potentially deploying |ethal force?

A. Well, I mean, it's all -- 1 couldn't really
see the wi ndow or anything there, anyway. So |
probably woul dn't have seen that.

But if I would have seen sonebody, in

general, it would have raised -- it all depends.
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If I would have just seen the |ong gun and
nobody -- you know, if | seen sonmebody in uniform

| mean, it's all --

Q. It depends?

A. Yeah. It's hard to answer.

Q. Under st ood. So it's fair to say had you
been in a position -- so if you had seen Crooks

with a rifle not wearing mlitary gear, you would
have felt confortable discharging a firearm
potentially, at that time?

A. Absol ut el y.

Q. Last ones, | prom se.
Any notion -- and | believe you said
no -- to confirm did you have any notion from

either PSP or Secret Service about who would be in
or around the AGR buil ding?

A. No.

Q. No know edge that anyone woul d be there,

| et al one who was there?

A. Correct.
Q. You confirmed your vehicle didn't have a
camer a.

Did you have a body camera?
A. No.

Q. Okay. Anyone else? W tal ked about a | ot

LaGanba Reporting Services
www. | aganbar eporti ng. com (412) 458-0439




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

102

of folks. | don't want to put the other Deputy
I on the list here.

Anyone el se you think had a rel evant
vant age point fromthe sheriff's office on patrol
or anyone that we should speak to?

A. No. Honestly, Sergeant [ Obvi ousl y,
he's here. Mysel f and the other Deputy |l Ve
were really the only ones. Everybody el se was ki nd
of either way far away on the other side or not
really involved with that part of it.

Q. Got it. And then speaking of the other
Deputy |l i n | ooking at Majority Exhibit 1, he
was approxi mately around Point 6; is that right?

A. Yes.

Q. So fromthat vantage point and your
knowl edge of the event and any other discussions
you had with him would he have had a view of the
shooter fromthere?

A. No.

Q. And that the trees would have bl ocked it;
is that right?

A. Yep. | was just going to say he told ne
the trees were blocking it.

Q. So until shots fired, he didn't have nuch

of a vantage point over any of the relevant events?
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A. Correct.

Q. | am done. M coll eague may have nore. So
t hank you.

A. Okay.
BY

Q. Thank you again for your time. Just a few

nore questions.

Just largely to confirm my own
understanding, so |I'"m going to dart around a bit.
Forgive me for that.

We were just asking about body-worn
cameras, and | believe nmy coll eagues fromthe

Maj ority asked about whether there was any dash

cam
So no cameras on either person or in the

car?

A. Not on me, nope.

Q. Is that general for the sheriff's office?

A. That's normal .

Q. Nobody has any body-worn cameras issued?

A. No.

Q. You mentioned -- we tal ked a coupl e of
times -- about the 2020 Trunp rally. | believe you

said you had worked that event and that there was

somebody from Secret Service sort of assigned with
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you in the car with you that day?

A. Yes.

Q. We've also talked a fair amount about the
communi cations issues, folks being on different
channel s.

Do you recall how that worked back in
2020? Was there one unified channel for folks to
be communi cating on, or was it the same sort of
siloed different |aw enforcement?

A. | don't really recall, to be honest with
you. I know there wasn't many of us out there,
meaning |like there was the sheriff's office out
there, but there wasn't a lot of like local |aw
enforcement out there |ike that.

But comuni cation wasn't really an issue

t hen.
Q. I n what respect? Why was it not an issue?
Are we tal king about the channels or the

cel |l phone towers?

A. | think we were all on the same channel, to
be honest with you. | mean, yeah.

Q. But you're not sure?

A. "' m not 100 percent sure. But | do know I
wasn't scanning then. | can tell you that. | was

not scanning then.
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Q. It sounds like it's just your general
practice to scan at events |like this if you want to
hear what other |aw enforcement are doing?

A. Yes, especially because of nmy everyday --
I'"'m at the whole southern part of the county, so |
want to hear, you know, what's going on in the
areas that I'm at.

Q. And we've covered this a few different
ways. Sergeant i was in the command post, and
he said anything that needs to be transmtted
el sewhere should go through himfirst.

| believe you mentioned that he was with
at | east somebody from PSP in that command post.
Did you have an understandi ng of who else was in
this command post with hinfP?

A. | don't. | don't know. I think I may have
asked him after the fact, but honestly, | can't

even remenber who else he said was in there with

hi m
Q. Fair enough. And it sounds |ike, but
correct me if I'"m wrong, you did have sonme

awar eness there was a separate Secret Service
command post?
A. That's what Sergeant |jjjjij told ne.

Q. So the day of, you were aware of having the
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two different command posts there?

A. Yes.

Q. Any concerns about that?

Did you speak to Sergeant [Jjjjij about
t hat separation?

A. Yeah. | did ask why they weren't together.
He gave ne the whole | don't know. But | don't
know anyt hi ng ot her than that.

Q. Did you have any understandi ng of whether
there were other |aw enforcement officials with
Secret Service in their command post?

A. I don't know.

Q. And any awareness of anybody from Secret

Service being in the sort of local post?

A. That's a possibility. | *'m not aware of it,
t hough.

Q. Fair enough. | just wanted to confirm

A. Yeah.

Q. You al so covered a couple tinmes there was

no real meeting or briefing the day of the event,
not hing that you participated in prior to the
rally; correct?

A. Correct.

Q. Anybody else fromthe sheriff's office,

that you're aware, having had a briefing with other
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| ocal | aw enforcement or the Secret Service?

A. No. No deputies. | do know that. |'m not
sure if the chief maybe did. | don't know. But |
do know that no deputi es.

Q. Okay. So nothing that you've spoken to him

about ?
A. No.
Q. So he m ght have been part of sonething?

You're just not sure?

A. Yeah, he may have. ' m not sure.

Q. We've tal ked about the photos that
ultimately did not make their way to you or at
| east not in a timely fashion.

Any understandi ng of how [Jjjjij got those

phot os or who took them where they came fron?

A. He said that somebody fromthe ESU -- |I'm
not sure exactly who -- but somebody fromthe ESU
sent it to him He told nme that.

Q. And were they texted to hin? E-mailed?

A. | don't know for sure. | think they were
texted, but | don't know for sure.

Q. Very early on we were tal king about the AGR
owner or, | think, who you said you perceived to
be - -

A. He said he was the owner.
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Q. -- he said he was the owner -- having maybe
some sort of dispute or altercation with another
i ndi vi dual .
Any idea who that person was?
A. He said he was just here for Trunp. That's
what the other person said.
Got it. But certainly not M. Crooks?
No, no. Absolutely not, no.
Q. | just wanted to make the record clear on

it just being a person in the crowd.

A. Yeah.
Q. | think that was it.
I Anything el se you have?
BY I

Q. Just very quickly.
Law enf orcenment relationships: You
tal ked about a limted working relationship with
ESU, Butler Township; is that right?
Just to clarify, a limted professional
wor ki ng rel ationship? Wen needed, you work
t oget her, but that's about it?
A. Yeah.
Q. What about EMS, the Emergency Management
fol ks?

A. We don't really work with them unl ess we
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call them and need them

Q. Are you guys -- are there any |like -- and,
again, speak only for yourself -- but are there
personal relationships in terms of going to sim/lar
functions or other things where you guys
particularly mesh with one or two of those other

groups, or not really?

A. Not really.
Q. It seenms very clear there was not a unified
command post. My understanding, from what you just

said, is you expressed that concern to JJjjjij and he
said he didn't know, is that right?

A. Correct.

Q. But his take was, "Hey, just let me know if

you need anything"?

A. Correct.
Q. I's that, from your experience, again,
havi ng just done one of these rallies -- but in

your general | aw enforcement practice and
experience, is this something that is typical that
you woul d have that silent post, or would you think
it would be nore normal for a deputy, who had
concern about the ground |evel, to have direct
access to PSP, Secret Service, other |aw

enf orcement agencies?
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A. | mean, | know there always has to be a
command post, but | just thought everybody would be
able to hear. It wouldn't have to go through where

I would have to tell sonmebody, they would have to

tell somebody for it to get to the right person.
Q. At that point, Sergeant |Jjjjij. you deferred

to himin the command post because that's how the

structure has been set up?

A. Correct.
Q. Al'l right. That is all | have. Good to
go.
B V¢ are off the record then
at 1544.

(I nterviewee excused.)

(The interview concluded at 3:44 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

., I do hereby certify

that | have read the foregoing transcript of ny
interview, and it is a true and correct copy of nmy
testi mony, except for the changes, if any, made by

me on the attached Correction Sheet.

I
(Dat e) o
Not ary Public
( Dat e)
pjr
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the interview of |G \2s recorded

stenographically by me and then reduced to

typewriting under my direction and constitutes a

true record of the testimny given by said
interviewee, all to the best of my skill and
ability.
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hand on the 19th day of Septenber, 2024.
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