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1                :  Today is Thursday,
  
2     September 5, 2024, and this is a transcribed
  
3     interview of Butler County Sheriff's Office Deputy
  
4     .
  
5                House Resolution 1367 directed this Task
  
6     Force to investigate the facts and circumstances of
  
7     the attempted assassination of Donald J. Trump on
  
8     July 13, 2024 in Butler, Pennsylvania.
  
9                Pursuant to House Resolution 1367,
  

10     Chairman Kelly and Ranking Member Crow have
  

11     requested this interview as part of the Task
  

12     Force's investigation.
  

13     :
  

14        Q.   Can the witness please state  name and
  

15     spell  last name for the record.
  

16        A.   Sure.  
  

17        Q.   Thank you, 
  

18                My name is .  I'm the
  

19     Deputy Staff Director for the Task Force, and I
  

20     want to thank you for coming in today voluntarily.
  

21     We appreciate that.
  

22                You're allowed to have an attorney
  

23     present to advise you during this interview.  Do
  

24     you have an attorney representing you in your
  

25     personal capacity today?
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1        A.   No, I don't.
  
2        Q.   Thank you.
  
3                :  Next, starting with the
  
4     Majority, then Minority, can the additional staff
  
5     members please introduce themselves starting with
  
6     their name, title and affiliation.
  
7                :  , Senior
  
8     Professional Staff Member with the Task Force
  
9     Majority.
  

10                :  , Senior
  

11     Counsel, also with the Task Force Majority.
  

12                :  ,
  

13     Investigative Counsel with the Minority, and our
  

14     staff director, , may be in and
  

15     out.
  

16                :  ,
  

17     Investigative Counsel, also for the Minority Task
  

18     Force.
  

19                :  Thanks, everyone.
  

20     :
  

21        Q.   , before we begin, we'll go over
  

22     the ground rules for this interview.
  

23        A.   Okay.
  

24        Q.   The way this interview will proceed is the
  

25     Majority and Minority Staff will alternate asking
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1     you questions, 30 minutes per side, per round,
  
2     until each side is finished with their questioning.
  
3                The Majority Staff will begin and
  
4     proceed for 30 minutes, and then the Minority Staff
  
5     will have 30 minutes to ask their questions.
  
6                We will then alternate back and forth in
  
7     this manner until both sides have no more
  
8     questions.
  
9                If either side is in the middle of a
  

10     specific line of questions, they may choose to end
  

11     a few minutes past an hour -- or 30 minutes -- to
  

12     ensure completion of that specific line of
  

13     questioning, to include any pertinent followups.
  

14                In this interview, while one member of
  

15     the staff for each side may lead the questioning,
  

16     additional staff may ask questions.
  

17                There's a court reporter taking down
  

18     everything that I say and everything that you say
  

19     to make a written record of the interview.
  

20                For the record to be clear, please wait
  

21     until after the staffer questioning you have
  

22     finished each question before you begin your
  

23     answer, and the staffer will wait for you to finish
  

24     your sentence before proceeding with the next
  

25     question.
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1                Further, to ensure the court reporter
  
2     can properly record this interview, please speak
  
3     clearly, concisely and slowly.
  
4                Also, the court reporter cannot record
  
5     nonverbal answers, such as nodding or shaking your
  
6     head.  So it's important that you answer each
  
7     question with an audible, verbal answer.
  
8                Do you understand?
  
9        A.   I do.
  

10        Q.   We want to take our time with these
  

11     questions to make sure we have the most complete
  

12     and accurate transcript.
  

13                So if we have questions that you do not
  

14     fully understand, please let us know.  We will
  

15     attempt to clarify, add context to, or rephrase our
  

16     questions?
  

17                Do you understand?
  

18        A.   Yes.
  

19        Q.   If we ask about specific conversations or
  

20     events in the past and you are unable to recall the
  

21     exact words or details, you should testify to the
  

22     substance of those conversations or events to the
  

23     best of your recollection.
  

24                If you recall only part of a
  

25     conversation or event, you should give us your best
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1     recollection of those events or parts of
  
2     conversations that you do recall.
  
3                Do you understand?
  
4        A.   I do.
  
5        Q.   Although you are here voluntarily and we
  
6     will not swear you in, you are required, pursuant
  
7     to 18 U.S. Code § 1001, to answer questions from
  
8     Congress truthfully.  This also applies to
  
9     questions posed by congressional staff during an
  

10     interview.
  

11                Do you understand?
  

12        A.   I do.
  

13        Q.   If at any time you knowingly make false
  

14     statements, you can be subject to criminal
  

15     prosecution.
  

16                Do you understand?
  

17        A.   Yes.
  

18        Q.   Is there any reason you are unable to
  

19     provide truthful testimony in today's interview?
  

20        A.   No.
  

21        Q.   Please note that if you wish to assert a
  

22     privilege over any statement today, the assertion
  

23     must apply within the rules of the House of
  

24     Representatives.
  

25                For the Chair to consider assertion of
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1     privilege over testimony or statements, witnesses
  
2     or entities must clearly state the specific
  
3     privilege being asserted and the reason for the
  
4     assertion on or before the scheduled day of the
  
5     testimony or appearance.
  
6                Do you understand?
  
7        A.   I do.
  
8        Q.   Finally, I'd like to note that the content
  
9     of what we discuss today is confidential.  We ask
  

10     that you do not speak about what we discuss here
  

11     today in this interview to any individual outside,
  

12     in order to preserve the integrity of this
  

13     investigation.
  

14                For these same reasons, the marked
  

15     exhibits today will be provided to the court
  

16     reporter so they may go on to the official
  

17     transcript, and any copies of those exhibits will
  

18     be returned to us when we wrap.
  

19                We plan to take a five-minute break at
  

20     the end of each 30 minutes of questioning, but if
  

21     you need a longer break or a break before that,
  

22     please let us know and we're happy to accommodate.
  

23                However, to the extent that there is a
  

24     pending question, we would ask that you finish
  

25     answering the question before we take the break.
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1                Do you understand?
  
2        A.   I do.
  
3        Q.   Do you have any other questions before we
  
4     begin?
  
5        A.   No.
  
6        Q.   The time is now 1:58, and the Majority
  
7     staff will begin our questions.
  
8                How long have you worked for the Butler
  
9     County Sheriff's Office?
  

10        A.   I've worked here since March of 2019.  So
  

11     about five years, a little over five years.
  

12        Q.   And how much of that was in your current
  

13     role?
  

14        A.   As a deputy?
  

15        Q.   Mm-hmm.
  

16        A.   The entire time.
  

17        Q.   Oh, okay.
  

18        A.   Yeah.
  

19        Q.   What are your daily responsibilities in
  

20     your current role?
  

21        A.   Right now I'm on civil.  So I just serve
  

22     civil papers all day, basically.
  

23        Q.   Got it.  And did you have any other
  

24     roles --
  

25        A.   Yeah.  Before I was on civil, I was
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1     transporting inmates back and forth, whether it was
  
2     to the hospital, jail to jail, you know, providing
  
3     the courthouse security, things like that.
  
4        Q.   When did you first learn that the former
  
5     President Trump was coming to Butler, to the best
  
6     of your recollection?
  
7        A.   I don't remember the exact date, but it was
  
8     a couple days.  It was the week of.  The beginning
  
9     of that week.
  

10        Q.   Do you remember how you learned of it?
  

11        A.   I heard guys talking about it in the
  

12     office, and then my chief actually came to me and
  

13     asked me.
  

14        Q.   What did he ask you?
  

15        A.   If I would be willing to work it.
  

16        Q.   Did he say like in what capacity or just
  

17     like, "Are you available?"
  

18        A.   No.  He just said, "Are you available on
  

19     that day to work?"
  

20        Q.   Okay.  So you said yes?
  

21        A.   I obviously said yes, yep.  Yep.
  

22        Q.   So from the time you said yes, were there
  

23     other meetings or things that occurred that week
  

24     prior to the 13th?
  

25        A.   No.  So there was no meeting or anything
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1     like that.  He ended up getting ahold of me again
  
2     saying -- there were a bunch of guys that he asked
  
3     to do it, and when he said it was only going to be
  
4     comp time instead of overtime, that changed a lot
  
5     of people's mind.
  
6                So he wanted to make sure I was okay
  
7     with just taking comp time instead of the overtime.
  
8     Obviously, then, I said I'd still do it.
  
9                But other than that, there was no
  

10     meeting or anything like that.
  

11        Q.   Okay.  When you say "he," that's your --
  

12        A.   That's my chief.  Sorry.
  

13        Q.   -- your chief.  That's okay.
  

14        A.   Chief 
  

15        Q.   Just because I'm curious, what's the
  

16     difference between comp time and overtime?
  

17        A.   So comp time is what you earn from doing
  

18     extra details like that.  It basically gives you
  

19     another day off.
  

20        Q.   Okay.  So it's like an exchange?
  

21        A.   Yeah.  So instead of taking the overtime
  

22     for money, you work the overtime detail for comp
  

23     time to have another day off.
  

24        Q.   Got it.
  

25        A.   If that makes sense?
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1        Q.   Yes.  That does make sense.
  
2        A.   Okay.
  
3        Q.   So there were no meetings leading up to it.
  
4                Did you ever talk to anyone from Secret
  
5     Service leading up to it?
  
6        A.   No.
  
7        Q.   Did you talk to anyone from other -- Butler
  
8     County ESU?  Beaver County ESU?
  
9        A.   Nobody.
  

10        Q.   Nobody?
  

11        A.   Nope.
  

12        Q.   Literally no one.  Got it.
  

13        A.   Nope.  Just the chief.  That was it.
  

14        Q.   Okay.  So did you have a meeting day of?
  

15        A.   No, we did not.
  

16        Q.   How did you know where to show up?
  

17        A.   So I can't -- like I said, I don't have my
  

18     notes in front of me.
  

19        Q.   That's okay.
  

20        A.   So I don't recall the exact day.  But I
  

21     think it was that Friday, that Thursday or that
  

22     Friday, when my chief called me and asked me if I
  

23     was okay with taking the comp time for it.
  

24                He said he was going to be e-mailing me
  

25     over a list of everybody that was working it and
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1     their post and a picture of where my post was, kind
  
2     of, you know, where everybody's was.
  
3                So that's how I knew where I was that
  
4     day.
  
5        Q.   Okay.  We will introduce -- we're going to
  
6     mark this as Majority Exhibit 1.  This is a map
  
7     that the Majority received from --
  
8                :  Pennsylvania State Police.
  
9                (Majority Exhibit No. 1 was marked for
  

10     identification.)
  

11        Q.   Is this the map you were given that day?
  

12        A.   This is, yep.
  

13        Q.   This is?  Okay.
  

14                And can you tell us where you are on
  

15     these dots?
  

16        A.   So I was No. 4.
  

17        Q.   You were No. 4?
  

18        A.   I was Post 4, yes.
  

19        Q.   So when you got this map, did you respond
  

20     in any way, or you were just like, "This is my
  

21     assignment.  I'm just going to go do it"?
  

22        A.   No.  Yeah, that's pretty much it.  I never
  

23     responded.  I looked at it, and I kind of figured
  

24     I'd know my way there.
  

25        Q.   Okay, fair.  Had you been to the
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1     fairgrounds?
  
2        A.   Farm grounds.
  
3        Q.   Farm grounds?
  
4        A.   I had never been there before.  Never.  I
  
5     drive past it all the time, obviously, but I've
  
6     never been at the farm grounds before, other than
  
7     this was my first time on that date.
  
8        Q.   Do you remember what time you reported to
  
9     your post?
  

10        A.   10:45, roughly.
  

11        Q.   Was that something they told you to do?
  

12        A.   Yes.
  

13        Q.   And when you got to your post, what
  

14     happened?
  

15        A.   So like I said, I've never actually been to
  

16     the Farm Show grounds before.  So I had the guy at
  

17     Post 6, another deputy, he showed me exactly where
  

18     I needed to be.
  

19                And so after he showed me where I needed
  

20     to be, I sat there and I waited for the trooper to
  

21     come next to me and kind of just watched the
  

22     fenced-in area there.
  

23        Q.   Okay.  Had the other deputy been there
  

24     before or how did he know?
  

25        A.   Yes.  Yes.
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1        Q.   In the e-mail, had this map -- was there
  
2     anything else attached to the e-mail?
  
3        A.   No.  Just this map and then the rest of the
  
4     list of people and where they were with their phone
  
5     numbers and names.
  
6        Q.   Okay.  Other than the deputy who was
  
7     positioned at 6, did you talk with other officials
  
8     in the area?
  
9        A.   I had talked to the trooper at Post 5.
  

10        Q.   Trooper at Post 5.  Where was he from?
  

11        A.   PSP.
  

12        Q.   PSP?
  

13        A.   Yeah.
  

14        Q.   Okay.  Was he able to provide any guidance
  

15     on what you should be doing other than standing
  

16     there, watching?
  

17        A.   No.  We kind of -- we talked about, you
  

18     know, what we were -- we both already knew what we
  

19     were doing but we just kind of -- we weren't real
  

20     close to each other where we could talk through the
  

21     window, but I mean the area was so big there, you
  

22     could see if anybody was going to jump the fence or
  

23     anything.
  

24                So once in a while, we'd go up to each
  

25     other because we don't have any way of
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1     communication with each other, other than our
  
2     cellphones.
  
3        Q.   Okay.
  
4        A.   And I could get a cellphone number from
  
5     this (indicating), but I just kind of went over
  
6     there and we talked and just kind of said, you
  
7     know, if we need each other, kind of holler.
  
8        Q.   Okay.  So I'm going to go through a couple
  
9     things you just said.
  

10                You said you talked through the window,
  

11     so you were in your car at this post?
  

12        A.   We were both in our car.  We couldn't talk
  

13     through the window like this (indicating).  We'd
  

14     have to drive up to each other.  But we weren't --
  

15     if you look at the map here, we really weren't that
  

16     far from each other, you know.  So I wasn't like
  

17     going way out of my way.
  

18        Q.   Okay.  For the communications, you said you
  

19     could get his cellphone number "from here."
  

20        A.   Yes.
  

21        Q.   Did you ever communicate with him via his
  

22     cellphone?
  

23        A.   I never did, no.
  

24        Q.   What about your deputy on Post 6?
  

25                Did you have communication via cellphone
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1     with them?
  
2        A.   Almost the entire time.  We called multiple
  
3     times.  We texted back and forth until the phone
  
4     stopped working.  But other than that...
  
5        Q.   Okay.  Is that like a work phone you guys
  
6     are given or --
  
7        A.   No.
  
8        Q.   It's personal phones?
  
9        A.   Yeah.  They're personal.
  

10        Q.   This might seem dumb and not relevant --
  

11        A.   You're fine.
  

12        Q.   -- but was it Verizon, AT&T, T-Mobile?
  

13        A.   Verizon.
  

14        Q.   Verizon, okay.
  

15        A.   Yes, Verizon.
  

16        Q.   Do you have their FrontLine?  It's like for
  

17     first responders?
  

18        A.   No, I don't.  Nope.
  

19        Q.   Okay.  So you get to your post around
  

20     10:45.  Talk with the deputy.  Talk with the PSP
  

21     officer.
  

22                Which direction did you decide that your
  

23     car was going to be facing or you would be looking?
  

24        A.   So we were all facing -- I mean 3 - 4.
  

25     Kind of not really 3 because he was kind of
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1     diagonal.  But 4, 5 and 6, we were all facing the
  
2     AGR building.  So the crowd was behind us.
  
3        Q.   Okay.  What time did people start coming up
  
4     to that fence on the AGR side, if you can remember?
  
5        A.   I don't even -- I don't know the exact
  
6     time.  I think it was somewhere maybe around like
  
7     2.  You'd have a couple people, like, floating back
  
8     and forth, but more people started to come there.
  
9                It was about 4:15, 4:30, something like
  

10     that, is when the bigger crowds started to come.
  

11        Q.   Okay.  Not to backtrack, but did you guys
  

12     all have a conversation?  Say, "Hey, we're all
  

13     going to face the AGR building"?  Or how did you
  

14     decide to face that way?
  

15        A.   That's how we were told.  When I went to my
  

16     post, the chief actually came around and, you know,
  

17     we were all already facing that way because that
  

18     was kind of -- my role there was to make sure
  

19     nobody was gonna hop the fence, basically.
  

20                So I knew I had to face that area, but
  

21     other than that, I mean, that's it.
  

22        Q.   Do you remember what time the chief came
  

23     around?
  

24        A.   He came around multiple times, just, you
  

25     know, if we needed breaks and stuff like that.  So
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1     he probably came around four or five times.
  
2        Q.   And in any of those discussions, did he
  
3     bring up anything abnormal or he was just, like,
  
4     checking in?
  
5        A.   No.  He was just checking in.
  
6        Q.   Did he talk to you about Secret Service or
  
7     what they were doing?
  
8        A.   No.
  
9        Q.   Other than PSP and, obviously, your
  

10     colleague, did you talk to any other law
  

11     enforcement agencies there?
  

12        A.   No, I did not.
  

13        Q.   Were you aware that Butler ESU was going to
  

14     have snipers in the AGR building?
  

15        A.   No.  No.  No.
  

16        Q.   Did you become aware of that during the
  

17     day?
  

18        A.   No.  I actually thought because I called --
  

19     like I said, the deputy at Post 6 and I, we were
  

20     back and forth all day, and I actually called him
  

21     and I said, "I don't see anybody on the AGR
  

22     building.  Don't you think somebody is going to be
  

23     up there?"
  

24                And he said, "Oh, yeah, yeah.  PSP has
  

25     that covered."  He's retired from the state police.
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1     So that's why he said that.
  
2                And I'm like, "Okay."  I'm like,
  
3     "Because that's kind of a big, open area there.
  
4     Like somebody needs to be over there."  And I
  
5     didn't know that anybody was even inside the
  
6     building.
  
7                And he's like, "Oh, yeah, yeah.  No
  
8     worries."  I'm like, "Okay.  Okay."
  
9        Q.   It seemed like a vulnerability, from your
  

10     perspective?
  

11        A.   Yeah.  I mean, I knew that was an issue
  

12     over there, but I didn't know anybody was in the
  

13     building.  I did not.
  

14        Q.   Okay.  And so he said that PSP had that
  

15     covered?
  

16        A.   He -- he --
  

17        Q.   He thought?
  

18        A.   He thought because he worked for PSP
  

19     before.  He retired from there.  He's like, "Oh,
  

20     yeah.  Don't worry.  They'll have guys all over
  

21     that."  That's what he told me.
  

22                Because that's my main thing was I'm
  

23     watching this fence line.
  

24        Q.   Right.
  

25        A.   But the AGR building's right there, and I
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1     don't see any other law enforcement around there.
  
2     So... And he's like, "Oh, yeah.  Don't worry."  And
  
3     I'm like, "Okay."
  
4                You know, I don't know.  That's just --
  
5     that's stuff that I think about.
  
6        Q.   Of course, because you've been doing this
  
7     for a couple of years.
  
8        A.   Yeah.  Yeah.
  
9        Q.   So there was no other law enforcement
  

10     around.  There were no cars.
  

11                Was anyone in that parking lot of AGR
  

12     that you saw?
  

13        A.   I couldn't see like a parking lot or
  

14     anything like that.
  

15        Q.   Oh.
  

16        A.   But there was just, you know, a bunch of
  

17     people that were coming and going, and then
  

18     eventually some people brought up chairs, and
  

19     that's when it got pretty busy there.
  

20        Q.   Okay.
  

21        A.   But no cars.
  

22        Q.   So were there any other maps or handouts
  

23     given to you to prep for this?
  

24        A.   No.  This was it.
  

25        Q.   This was it?  Okay.
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1                You said you could not communicate with
  
2     the PSP individual except for by cellphone; right?
  
3        A.   That's correct, unless I went up to him,
  
4     yeah.
  
5        Q.   Oh, sure.
  
6        A.   Our radios --
  
7        Q.   Radios do not talk?
  
8        A.   No.
  
9        Q.   Do you know what channel you were on or,
  

10     like your sheriff's office is on?
  

11        A.   I was -- that's something that we talked
  

12     about when I first got there.  I called Sergeant
  

13      and I said, "Where are we?  What do you want
  

14     us on?"  He said, "On the sheriff's channel."
  

15        Q.   Okay.
  

16        A.   Well, I scan, as well, so that way I can
  

17     hear, you know, the township and, you know, anybody
  

18     else in case there was anything going on.
  

19                So I was on the sheriff channel, but I
  

20     was scanning, at the same time, them.
  

21                          - - - - -
  

22     BY :
  

23        Q.   Question:  When you were scanning, could
  

24     you hear state police?
  

25        A.   No.  So the state police, they have their
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1     own radio.  They can't hear us; we can't hear them.
  
2        Q.   No interoperability?
  
3        A.   Yeah.
  
4     BY :
  
5        Q.   Who else is on that channel or, I guess, on
  
6     the scanning?
  
7                Who would you pick up?
  
8        A.   I would pick up everybody in Butler County.
  
9     All you -- I mean, everybody down from Cranberry
  

10     all the way up to Slippery Rock.
  

11        Q.   Okay.  So that could be like the emergency
  

12     line?
  

13        A.   It would be any police line.
  

14        Q.   Any police line?
  

15        A.   Yeah.  Any police like that.  Like, really,
  

16     I know what the city and the township are.  They're
  

17     1400 and 1300.
  

18                So that's what I was really trying to
  

19     listen to because we were in that area.  So if
  

20     there was something going on, I would know.
  

21        Q.   Did anyone instruct you that if you needed
  

22     to flag something for Secret Service or PSP how to
  

23     do that?
  

24        A.   What we were told was call it through the
  

25     sheriff channel, who then Sergeant , who was in
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1     the command post, would let the correct people
  
2     know.  That's what we were told.
  
3        Q.   As far as you know, Sergeant  was in
  
4     the local trailer command post?
  
5        A.   I guess so.  I'm not 100 percent sure where
  
6     he was.  All he said was the command post.  I
  
7     guess.  That's all I know.
  
8        Q.   That's okay.
  
9                Did anyone tell you how you would hear
  

10     if Secret Service or PSP had an update that needed
  

11     to be shared?
  

12        A.   No.  Other than if he, meaning Sergeant
  

13     , knew anything, he would relay the information
  

14     to us.
  

15        Q.   Did you get any information from Secret
  

16     Service about watching for drones in the area?
  

17        A.   No.  No.
  

18        Q.   Were you aware that Secret Service had a
  

19     drone they might fly?
  

20        A.   No.
  

21        Q.   If you had seen a drone that you were not
  

22     anticipating, what would that protocol -- like what
  

23     would the reaction be to that?
  

24        A.   I would have called it in to the sheriff's
  

25     channel to Sergeant  at the command post.
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1        Q.   And from your time there at 10:45 until you
  
2     departed, did you see a drone?
  
3        A.   I did not.
  
4        Q.   What time did you depart from the scene?
  
5        A.   It was approximately like 9 p.m. maybe.
  
6        Q.   I'm trying to go as much in timeline order
  
7     as possible.
  
8                So around 4:15, 4:30, you start noticing
  
9     more individuals coming up on the fence.  Is that
  

10     something you would call in?  Just we have a crowd,
  

11     something we're monitoring, or is that just sort of
  

12     you're just going to monitor it first?
  

13        A.   Well, I kind of watched the area there,
  

14     until at one point I was waved down by an
  

15     individual across the gate or the fence there.
  

16        Q.   Okay.  So tell me about that.
  

17        A.   There was a guy.  He kind of like went like
  

18     this (demonstrating).  Well, I looked at the
  

19     trooper next to me.  I don't know what he was
  

20     doing.  So I just drove up there.
  

21                And there were two males.  They were in
  

22     an argument.  The one said he was the owner of the
  

23     AGR building and he wanted all the people off the
  

24     property, and he was mad that everybody was there,
  

25     said they shouldn't be there.  And, personally, I
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1     didn't think anybody should have been over there,
  
2     anyway.  That's just my personal opinion.
  
3                But I told him, you know, "Hang tight."
  
4     I went and got the trooper.  We walked over there
  
5     and basically told everybody to leave the area.
  
6                Well, that only happened for so long,
  
7     until five minutes later there's a bunch of new
  
8     people that come up.
  
9                Other than that, that was the only time
  

10     that I went up there for that.
  

11        Q.   And that was someone on the AGR side of the
  

12     fence?
  

13        A.   Yeah.  They were across the fence, yeah,
  

14     not in the inner fence where I was.
  

15        Q.   Did you understand your position to be the
  

16     outer perimeter of the event?
  

17        A.   Yeah.
  

18        Q.   Were you told that, or did you just figure
  

19     that out from the map?
  

20        A.   No.  I just figured it out from the map.
  

21        Q.   What time was that initial conversation
  

22     with the owner of the AGR wanting people to leave,
  

23     to the best of your recollection?
  

24        A.   Maybe around -- maybe around 5, somewhere
  

25     around there.
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1        Q.   How often were you in communication via
  
2     text with Sergeant ?
  
3        A.   There was a group message with everybody
  
4     that was there.
  
5        Q.   Everybody from the sheriff's office that
  
6     was there?
  
7        A.   Yeah.  Everybody that was there, yeah.
  
8                So I don't know.  Not much.  We talk
  
9     more on the radio than anything, but I don't know.
  

10        Q.   A few?
  

11        A.   Yeah.  Just a couple, yeah.  Not really
  

12     much.  Like I said, it was all mainly on the radio
  

13     we were talking.
  

14        Q.   Do you remember if he texted you anything
  

15     of consequence, anything that you thought was
  

16     interesting or, like, you needed to look out for?
  

17        A.   He said on the radio to be on the lookout
  

18     for an individual.
  

19        Q.   Okay.
  

20        A.   And that, obviously, I was looking for.
  

21        Q.   Sure.  So our understanding is that he was
  

22     trying to text you pictures of a suspicious person
  

23     maybe on that chain.
  

24        A.   Yes.  So he was trying to -- he told us on
  

25     the radio he was trying to send us pictures,
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1     whether it was to myself or whether it was to the
  
2     group, but the phones weren't working.  I mean, my
  
3     phone wasn't even working then.
  
4        Q.   Do you remember what time that was about?
  
5        A.   That he sent the picture?
  
6        Q.   Radioed saying, "Hey, I'm trying to get
  
7     this" --
  
8        A.   Oh, I remember exactly.
  
9        Q.   Okay.  Tell us.
  

10        A.   It was 5:15 p.m.  I remember because the
  

11     trooper was -- his phone wasn't working either, and
  

12     he actually needed to use my phone.  I turned it
  

13     off and turned it on multiple times.
  

14                I got service for like 30 seconds, but
  

15     he used my phone to call his -- I don't know what
  

16     he is -- lieutenant, corporal.  I don't know what
  

17     he is.  Somebody.
  

18        Q.   So he used your phone to call somebody on
  

19     his side?
  

20        A.   Because his phone wasn't working either.
  

21     And it was about the people that were along the
  

22     fence line because, obviously, we knew nobody
  

23     should be over there.
  

24                So we wanted somebody to go get the
  

25     people out of there.
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1        Q.   Do something about that?
  
2        A.   Yeah.  And that was at 5:15.
  
3        Q.   That's at 5:15.  Can you just sort of walk
  
4     me through what happened next?
  
5        A.   So after we went there and told everybody
  
6     to leave, more people came.  We went back to our
  
7     cars.  He's trying to use his phone.  The phones
  
8     aren't working.  My phone wasn't working either.
  
9                I don't know if it was because all the
  

10     people were there, but nobody's phone was really
  

11     working, you know:  Sergeant ; the deputy at
  

12     Post 6.
  

13                So he asked me if he could use my phone.
  

14     I'm like, "Yeah.  Let me turn it off and turn it
  

15     back on."  I did that.  It finally worked.
  

16                I said, "Here.  Hurry up.  Use it as you
  

17     can before it stops," and he did.  He was in his
  

18     car, and he had the window up because it was so
  

19     loud.
  

20                I don't know the conversation that they
  

21     had, but it was basically about the people over
  

22     there.  He wanted PSP to send somebody over to
  

23     clear them out, and he gave me back my phone and I
  

24     went back to my post and that was it.
  

25        Q.   Did he say why he wasn't radioing it back
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1     in?
  
2        A.   He did not tell me.  I didn't even ask
  
3     questions.  I have no idea why he didn't radio it.
  
4        Q.   That's completely fair.  You saw a need and
  
5     you fixed it?
  
6        A.   Yeah.
  
7        Q.   Do you remember the first time you became
  
8     aware of the person, of the suspicious person?
  
9        A.   It was somewhere maybe around like 5:40,
  

10     5:45 maybe is when Sergeant  was on the radio
  

11     telling us and he was attempting to send a picture
  

12     to us.  It was somewhere around that time.
  

13        Q.   Okay.  I think we heard that he was maybe
  

14     going to e-mail them to you or try to e-mail them?
  

15        A.   Yes.
  

16        Q.   Did you get that e-mail?
  

17        A.   So I did get the e-mail, but the e-mail,
  

18     the time that it says that I got it, I didn't
  

19     actually.  Like nothing would load.
  

20                Do you know what I mean?
  

21        Q.   Right, yes.
  

22        A.   So I may have actually got it at that time,
  

23     but nothing was loading then.  And, honestly, I
  

24     didn't even see the picture until minutes before
  

25     the shots were fired.  Like maybe two minutes,
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1     three minutes.
  
2                          - - - - -
  
3     BY :
  
4        Q.   Was that the first time that you heard
  
5     anything about a suspicious person?
  
6                Was there anything earlier in the day
  
7     about a different --
  
8        A.   No.  So just about that 5:40, 5:45 time is
  
9     when I knew about a suspicious person.
  

10                          - - - - -
  

11     BY :
  

12        Q.   Did he say anything about where that person
  

13     was?
  

14        A.   He said he was last seen at the AGR
  

15     building, around the AGR building.
  

16        Q.   So tell us what happens.
  

17                You get this call.  What do you do next?
  

18        A.   So, yeah.  So I'm kind of looking.  I'm on
  

19     the phone with the deputy at Post 6 and, you know,
  

20     "Hey, did you hear that radio?  You know, do you
  

21     see this guy?  If you do, let me know, obviously.
  

22     Call it in."
  

23                He didn't see anything.  I didn't see
  

24     anything either.  And I mean that was pretty much
  

25     it, other than going back and forth on the radio
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1     with him saying what I see because he said it was a
  
2     male on a bicycle, backpack.
  
3                I said, "I see a male on a bicycle with
  
4     short hair."  He's like, "No.  It's long hair."
  
5     I'm like, "Okay.  That's not the guy then."
  
6                So I couldn't see anybody else that
  
7     matched the description.  So...
  
8        Q.   And the "he" in this circumstance was...?
  
9        A.   Was the individual suspect.
  

10        Q.   Oh, no.  The "he" you were talking to.
  

11     Sorry.
  

12                You said, "He said it was a suspect with
  

13     a bicycle and a backpack."
  

14        A.   Oh.  Sergeant .
  

15        Q.   Sergeant ?
  

16        A.   Yes.
  

17        Q.   On the radio?
  

18        A.   Yes.  On the radio, yep.
  

19        Q.   And then you mentioned you had called the
  

20     PSP officer?
  

21        A.   No, no, no.  This was the deputy at Post 6.
  

22        Q.   The deputy at Post 6?
  

23        A.   Yes.
  

24        Q.   Okay.  So you guys were on the same radio
  

25     communication?
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1        A.   Yeah.  I, actually, was on my phone then.
  
2        Q.   Okay.  So the phones were working at 5:45.
  
3        A.   So it was hit or miss there.  I had to turn
  
4     it off, turn it on; turn it off, turn it on, yeah.
  
5        Q.   So he receives a call.  You talk back and
  
6     forth:  "We're looking for this guy.  Do you see
  
7     him?" type conversation?
  
8        A.   Yeah.
  
9        Q.   And he was the one that said, "This may be
  

10     a person with a bicycle"?
  

11        A.   On a bicycle with a backpack, long hair.
  

12        Q.   Was that --
  

13        A.   And I think he said white shirt.  I can't
  

14     remember the exact color shirt, but, yeah.
  

15        Q.   Was that something he had seen, the
  

16     suspicious person, or someone told him that that's
  

17     what he was looking for?
  

18        A.   That's the picture that Sergeant  was
  

19     attempting to send to us.
  

20        Q.   Okay.
  

21        A.   And since I couldn't get it to my phone, he
  

22     was explaining --
  

23        Q.   Oh.
  

24        A.   -- what he was wearing and apparently what
  

25     he was riding.
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1        Q.   Okay.  So he was able to get the pictures?
  
2        A.   Yeah.  Sergeant  had it.  He was trying
  
3     to send them, but his phone wasn't really working
  
4     either.
  
5        Q.   So then he's radioing the description?
  
6        A.   Yes.  That's exactly it.
  
7        Q.   Okay.  That makes sense.
  
8                Did you communicate that with the
  
9     Pennsylvania State Police person next to you?
  

10        A.   So when I finally got the picture, I
  

11     actually had my car.  Like I said, I probably got
  

12     it two, three minutes before shots were actually
  

13     fired.
  

14                I was kind of looking.  There were a lot
  

15     of people on the fence line.  A lot.  So I'm kind
  

16     of looking, trying to see if I see anybody that
  

17     matches that description.
  

18                I put the car in drive to go show the
  

19     trooper, "This is a picture that I got.  Did you
  

20     get this picture?"
  

21                Well, as I was in drive, I was almost to
  

22     him and the shots were already fired.  So I never
  

23     even got to show him the picture.
  

24        Q.   Okay.  So let's talk about the shots being
  

25     fired.  You're literally physically driving?
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1        A.   I'm actually in drive, yes.
  
2        Q.   So tell us what happens.  You hear the
  
3     shots.
  
4        A.   So I hear the shots.  I already have my
  
5     window cracked, so I know there's shots.  And I
  
6     could hear the radio traffic when I was scanning.
  
7     So I knew they were looking for somebody over
  
8     there.
  
9                I had it in drive.  I obviously ended up
  

10     putting it in park and I get out.  I mean, I just
  

11     opened up my door, pull out my gun, and I just --
  

12        Q.   Waited?
  

13        A.   Yeah.  Pretty much.
  

14        Q.   So you open up your door.  Pull out your
  

15     gun.  Are you behind the car at this point?
  

16        A.   Yeah.  I have the door open.  I'm kind of
  

17     taking cover behind the driver's side door.
  

18        Q.   Could you tell where the shots came from?
  

19        A.   Yeah.  From over at the AGR building.  I
  

20     couldn't tell exactly where, but I could tell they
  

21     were from over there, yes.
  

22        Q.   Did you see Crooks, who we now know as
  

23     Crooks, did you see him on the roof before shots
  

24     were fired?
  

25        A.   I did not.
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1        Q.   Okay.  Did you see him at any point in the
  
2     time that you were looking for him?
  
3        A.   I did not.
  
4        Q.   Did you see him after shots were fired?
  
5        A.   No.
  
6                          - - - - -
  
7     BY :
  
8        Q.   Did you see any local law enforcement shoot
  
9     towards the AGR roof after you heard the shots?
  

10        A.   I did not see anybody shoot towards, no.  I
  

11     just seen local law enforcement running around the
  

12     AGR building.
  

13                          - - - - -
  

14     BY :
  

15        Q.   Okay.  Were there some from your team?
  

16        A.   No.  It was the township, Butler Township.
  

17        Q.   Where did they come from?  Did you see?
  

18        A.   Butler Township?
  

19        Q.   Yeah.
  

20        A.   They were actually right in front of me --
  

21     obviously, a group of people -- but they were
  

22     behind there.  They were going to the back.  I
  

23     could see them running back and forth.
  

24                I could see them running back and forth
  

25     alongside the AGR building, but they were right in
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1     front of me.  I could see them.
  
2        Q.   Okay.  Do you remember, when you first saw
  
3     them come over -- this was before shots were
  
4     fired -- if they're looking for the person?
  
5        A.   Yes.
  
6        Q.   So they're walking around looking?
  
7        A.   Yes.
  
8        Q.   How long were they looking for?
  
9        A.   Not very long.  I mean, what seems like 2
  

10     minutes is 30 seconds, you know.
  

11        Q.   Right.
  

12        A.   So I don't really -- I don't really know
  

13     exactly.  But I can tell there's a difference from
  

14     walking and looking and actually --
  

15        Q.   Responding?
  

16        A.   -- you know, you see something.  You're
  

17     kind of hustling to get there.  That's what I seen.
  

18     I seen somebody, which was the township, kind of
  

19     running.
  

20        Q.   Which makes sense.
  

21        A.   Yeah.
  

22        Q.   Did you hear anything on their radio
  

23     channels?
  

24        A.   I did.
  

25        Q.   Okay.  Can you talk us through that?
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1        A.   I don't know exactly.  Like I said, I was
  
2     scanning.  So I don't know if it was Police OPS 3
  
3     or Police OPS 4, but it was one of them.
  
4                I heard somebody from -- I believe it
  
5     was the township -- basically saying, "He's on the
  
6     roof."  And then I heard them say, "Long gun."
  
7                And like I said earlier, we were
  
8     directed to only call out on the sheriff channel.
  
9     So I figured a lot of the deputies were only
  

10     listening to the sheriff channel.
  

11        Q.   Yeah.
  

12        A.   I always scan.  So...  And, actually,
  

13     talking to the other deputies, they weren't
  

14     scanning.
  

15                So once I heard that information -- and
  

16     like I said, I could see Butler Township running
  

17     around -- obviously I knew somebody laid eyes on
  

18     him.
  

19                So I called that information out on the
  

20     sheriff's channel that he had a long gun to let my
  

21     guys know that.
  

22        Q.   Okay.  Do you remember how long before
  

23     shots were fired after you said --
  

24        A.   Oh, my gosh.  Seconds.
  

25        Q.   Seconds?
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1        A.   Seconds.  And then the deputy at Post 6,
  
2     right after I got off, because then I was going to
  
3     say, "Shots fired."
  
4        Q.   Right.
  
5        A.   The deputy at Post 6 already was on the
  
6     radio saying, "Shots fired."
  
7        Q.   "Shots fired."
  
8                You get out of the car?
  
9        A.   Yep.
  

10        Q.   Standing.  You're watching all this unfold.
  

11     Do you remember anything else about those minutes,
  

12     I guess, in between shots being fired and the end
  

13     of shots fired?
  

14                There were eight shots fired, as far as
  

15     we understand.
  

16        A.   Yeah.  I mean, it was quick.  It was like
  

17     that (clicks fingers.)
  

18                After that, obviously no more shots were
  

19     being fired and I helped the ESU team, you know,
  

20     because they were behind the fence.  They couldn't
  

21     get over unless they jumped.  Some of them did and
  

22     cut themselves up.  So...
  

23        Q.   Oh.
  

24        A.   They had to kind of run the PSP cruiser in,
  

25     and I helped them get out.  That's all I did.
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1                I didn't go over to the other side of
  
2     the fence where the AGR building is or anything
  
3     like that.
  
4        Q.   Helped them just get over the fence?
  
5        A.   Under it.
  
6        Q.   Under the fence?
  
7        A.   Yeah.  Well, he kind of rammed the PSP car
  
8     into it.  It made a little gap there.  It was
  
9     all -- it was locked so you couldn't open it.  But
  

10     other than that, that was it.
  

11        Q.   Okay.  Now, you said you were there -- I'm
  

12     like right about time.  I'm just going to finish my
  

13     portion of this.
  

14                You were there until about 9?
  

15        A.   At that spot until 9, yes.  And then I went
  

16     down and directed traffic until about 10.
  

17        Q.   So what were you doing between shots being
  

18     fired and 9:00?  Just watching, guarding?
  

19        A.   Yeah, I was watching.  Sergeant  wanted
  

20     me to go to the medical tent, make sure nobody was
  

21     coming or leaving.  That was roughly maybe 7:30.
  

22                I probably stayed there until about 8:00
  

23     or so, and then I went back to my post.  And then I
  

24     called my chief and said, "Do you still want me
  

25     here or where do you want me?"  And then he said,
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1     "Go to Butler Township, to the Butler Township guy
  
2     on Whitestown Road," and see where I'm needed.
  
3        Q.   Okay.
  
4        A.   So then I went to him, and that's when I
  
5     started directing traffic, which was like 9
  
6     something.
  
7        Q.   Was there a lot of chaos trying to get
  
8     everybody out?
  
9                Is that where the traffic was?
  

10        A.   So because they had all these roads blocked
  

11     and they were only letting people go out some ways,
  

12     they had us go down there.  Blocked the one and let
  

13     only people come down, yeah.
  

14                I don't know why they did it, but that's
  

15     what they needed help with.  They needed manpower
  

16     down there.
  

17        Q.   And my final question is that day who did
  

18     you think was in charge of that scene?
  

19        A.   Where I was?
  

20        Q.   The entire existence.
  

21                Who do you think -- you know, as far as
  

22     chain of command goes, you know, obviously you
  

23     report to your chief, but...
  

24        A.   I thought the Secret Service was in charge
  

25     of it all.
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1        Q.   Right.  Do you remember any reason why you
  
2     thought that, or is it just that's how --
  
3        A.   Well, I worked the last Trump thing and
  
4     they were.  I actually had somebody with me from
  
5     the Secret Service.  So...
  
6        Q.   We'll definitely dive into that in our next
  
7     set.  So we can go off the record.
  
8                (Off the record.)
  
9                          - - - - -
  

10     BY :
  

11        Q.   Deputy, again, my name is .
  

12     I'm with the Minority staff.  We have
  

13      walking in.
  

14                As we just talked about, this is
  

15     bipartisan.  We have kind of very similar
  

16     questions.  So sometimes I'm going to jump around a
  

17     little bit because I mainly understood where they
  

18     were coming from.  I don't want to go back.
  

19                There are other times where I may repeat
  

20     things just to make it clear for anyone reading it
  

21     what I'm talking about, even though it be will be
  

22     obvious to all of us.
  

23                Also, you seem pretty comfortable here,
  

24     but I want to make it clear we don't have any
  

25     implication in any question we're asking.  We're
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1     just trying to understand it.  We're not trying to
  
2     gauge anything.
  
3                So if anything doesn't make sense or I'm
  
4     full of it and you need to correct me, please feel
  
5     free to do so.  Again, we're trying to understand
  
6     what happened and make sure it doesn't happen
  
7     again.
  
8        A.   Yep.
  
9        Q.   Sound fair?  All right.
  

10                A background that got through this.  I
  

11     want to clarify:  When you say "chief," you're not
  

12     talking about Sheriff ; right?
  

13        A.   No, I am not talking about the sheriff.
  

14     I'm talking about our chief deputy.
  

15        Q.   And that's ?
  

16        A.   Chief , yep.
  

17        Q.   Got it.  Is he sort of the -- he's
  

18     basically the lead nonelected official with you
  

19     guys -- is that fair -- or what's his role?
  

20        A.   Yeah.  So the sheriff can kind of appoint
  

21     his own chief, and that's who he appointed was
  

22     Chief .
  

23        Q.   And is he sort of, on day-to-day purposes,
  

24     your boss?
  

25        A.   The chief?
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1        Q.   Yeah.
  
2        A.   Yeah.
  
3        Q.   Where was he in the rally?
  
4                Was he at 6, or was he somewhere else?
  
5        A.   No.  My chief didn't actually have a post.
  
6     He was kind of a floater --
  
7        Q.   Got it.
  
8        A.   -- to see if, you know, guys needed breaks
  
9     and things like that.
  

10        Q.   Understood.  Who was at 6, then?
  

11        A.   That was Deputy .
  

12        Q.   .  I was going to ask:  
  

13     
  

14        A.   .
  

15        Q.   , okay.  So you guys were both
  

16     there that day?
  

17        A.   We were.
  

18        Q.   All right.  How far away -- I'm looking at
  

19     the Exhibit 1 from the Majority -- how far away --
  

20     you know, I look at this -- how far away is 6 from
  

21     where you were?
  

22        A.   I had a feeling you were going to ask me
  

23     that.  I really don't -- I can't even -- maybe half
  

24     a football length.
  

25                I mean, we really weren't all that far
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1     from each other.  I could see him.
  
2        Q.   Now, at 6, you're more looking sort of the
  
3     northwestern edge of that perimeter; is that right?
  
4        A.   Yeah.  We were kind of both faced almost
  
5     the same way.  He wasn't tilted more than me.
  
6        Q.   I also want to orient you, or orient myself
  
7     really, to this fairground or farm ground.  So I'm
  
8     giving you right now what has been premarked and
  
9     given to the reporter as Minority Exhibit 1 -- or
  

10     Alpha -- I'm sorry -- which is -- well, why don't
  

11     you tell me what this is, generally speaking.
  

12                (Minority Exhibit A was marked for
  

13     identification.)
  

14        A.   So this is obviously the Farm Show grounds
  

15     with the inner fence right there where I was and
  

16     the AGR building on the other side.
  

17        Q.   And this is looking northerly?
  

18                Is north the correct direction that this
  

19     is looking, from your perception?
  

20        A.   Yeah.
  

21        Q.   Do you mind, with a number, just so I
  

22     understand, can you just mark on that?  And maybe
  

23     we should use the official document for this.
  

24                Can you mark with a 4 where you were?
  

25        A.   Yeah (indicating).
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1                All right.  If you can see that.
  
2        Q.   Okay.  And I'm going to have you do one
  
3     more.  Just a 5 where the PSP trooper was.  And,
  
4     you know, obviously this will be in the record.  It
  
5     will reflect they're relatively near the
  
6     fairgrounds.  So to the west or left of the AGR
  
7     building.
  
8        A.   (Indicating).  Sorry.  It's hard to see.
  
9        Q.   I really appreciate that.
  

10                So looking at that then -- and I'll give
  

11     this back to the reporter -- the PSP trooper, is
  

12     that ?
  

13        A.   Correct.
  

14        Q.   Okay.  And a recap.  The deputy at 6 was
  

15     .  You at 4.  Then 5.
  

16                About, again, estimating, you said you
  

17     were not super far apart but far enough where you
  

18     couldn't speak to each other; is that right?
  

19        A.   The trooper and I?
  

20        Q.   Yes.
  

21        A.   Yes.  Yes, that's correct.
  

22        Q.   Remind me.  When did you call your chief
  

23     about the AGR being somewhat uncovered?
  

24        A.   I didn't call the chief.
  

25        Q.   Okay.  You called the deputy?
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1                Tell me what happened when you first
  
2     kind of were aware of AGR.
  
3        A.   Oh.  That was towards the beginning.
  
4        Q.   Yeah, right.
  
5        A.   Like I said, we kind of got there at like
  
6     10:45.  So I don't remember the exact time, but we
  
7     were in touch most of the day.
  
8                I called him and I just said, you know,
  
9     "Is anybody over there?"  Just because I was
  

10     wondering.  I didn't call the chief.  I didn't call
  

11     the command post or anybody like that.  It was just
  

12     kind of, obviously, because I'm .
  

13        Q.   That was to .
  

14        A.   And I knew he was, you know, with PSP
  

15     before and they've done stuff like this.  So that's
  

16     what I was wondering.
  

17        Q.   And that's where I misunderstood.
  

18                So when you called about AGR, you called
  

19     Deputy ?
  

20        A.   Yes.
  

21        Q.   And he said -- who said then that PSP had
  

22     it covered?
  

23        A.   He didn't say, like, for sure that they
  

24     did.  He said, "Oh, I'm sure the state police has
  

25     that covered over there."
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1                Because I said, "I don't see anybody."
  
2     He said, "Oh, I'm sure they have it covered."  He
  
3     wasn't saying like they definitely do or anything
  
4     like that.
  
5        Q.   So he was just presuming they have it
  
6     covered --
  
7        A.   Yes.
  
8        Q.   -- because it was outside?
  
9        A.   Yes.
  

10        Q.   And you never knew anyone was inside AGR?
  

11        A.   Not until after.
  

12        Q.   Does that -- you know, I don't want you to
  

13     speculate unnecessarily here, but if you had seen,
  

14     let's say, a sniper with a long gun inside a
  

15     building, would that have raised your hackles?
  

16                Would you have called that in?
  

17        A.   I probably would have called it in on the
  

18     sheriff's channel to, obviously, Sergeant  and
  

19     asked him, which I'm assuming he probably knew.
  

20        Q.   Would that have been -- I mean, I guess I'm
  

21     trying to understand.  Did you think no one was in
  

22     the building, or you just didn't have an idea?
  

23        A.   I had no idea anybody was over there.  So
  

24     if I seen any sort of activity inside the building,
  

25     if I would have seen anything like that, anybody in
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1     there with a long gun or even on top of the
  
2     building, I would have definitely called it in just
  
3     so somebody could clarify, "Yeah, we have guys over
  
4     there."
  
5        Q.   At what point would it have escalated to
  
6     more than calling it in for you; i.e., you see
  
7     someone in the room with a gun that you don't know
  
8     is there.
  
9                I mean, at what point are you drawing
  

10     your side arm and escalating it from a radio call?
  

11        A.   Well, it depends.  It's hard to answer
  

12     that.
  

13        Q.   But if you had seen that, that would have
  

14     concerned you?
  

15        A.   Oh, yeah.  Absolutely.
  

16        Q.   In retrospect, do you think that's
  

17     something you would have wanted or should have
  

18     known that there were snipers in that building?
  

19        A.   Absolutely.
  

20        Q.   And I know we are jumping around a lot, so
  

21     I'll try to orient you as much as possible.  Please
  

22     tell me if I'm not.
  

23                At the peak of the number of folks
  

24     around the AGR building, which I presume just kind
  

25     of increased as the day went on?
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1        A.   Yes.
  
2        Q.   A guesstimate as to how many folks were
  
3     there?
  
4        A.   Oh, geez.  Honestly, anywhere from -- there
  
5     were just so many and it was back and forth.
  
6                I'd say anywhere from, like, maybe 80.
  
7     Maybe.
  
8        Q.   Fair enough.
  
9                What were your concerns with those
  

10     folks?
  

11                Like you had issues with them being on
  

12     the fence line, but, like, what were you kind of
  

13     thinking?
  

14        A.   I did.  I had a problem with that because I
  

15     knew everybody else that was inside had to go
  

16     through basically, like, security, and all these
  

17     people that were on the outer fence line there,
  

18     none of them went through security.  So it's very
  

19     easy for somebody to pull out, whether it be a
  

20     handgun or come over with a long gun.
  

21                I mean, none of those people were
  

22     obviously scanned through, so that raised concern
  

23     to me.  And nobody said, you know, "Make sure
  

24     nobody goes over there."
  

25                That's why I called the deputy earlier
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1     on in the day.  Like, "Hey, somebody's over there.
  
2     You know, somebody's basically keeping an eye."
  
3                I mean, I know that's my job is to keep
  
4     an eye on that fence line, make sure nobody jumps
  
5     over or anything like that, but when you have so
  
6     many people over there, it's hard to keep an eye on
  
7     everybody --
  
8        Q.   Yeah.
  
9        A.   -- to make sure.
  

10        Q.   I'm sorry.  Go ahead.
  

11        A.   No, no, no.  You're fine.
  

12        Q.   Well, I was going to ask:  You know, I know
  

13     you're looking out.
  

14        A.   Yes.
  

15        Q.   Of course, you're cognizant of where people
  

16     are behind you.
  

17        A.   Yes.
  

18        Q.   Would you say it was pretty good visibility
  

19     from that fence to the stage?
  

20        A.   Yeah.  Pretty good.
  

21        Q.   Yeah.  So would someone have had a clear --
  

22     let's say they were just along the fence line --
  

23     I'm not talking about the roof of AGR -- but with
  

24     the fence line also, had they had a weapon, had a
  

25     clear line on that?
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1        A.   Yeah.  From certain parts of the fence
  
2     line, I believe so.
  
3        Q.   So my understanding -- please tell me if
  
4     I'm wrong -- Pennsylvania is an open-carry state.
  
5     Given it's outside the fence line, what are sort of
  
6     the protocols for sort of balancing the legal right
  
7     to carry and have a firearm openly versus being in
  
8     that place near a presidential candidate?
  
9        A.   Yeah.  I mean, people can carry, open carry
  

10     like that.  That's fine.  I mean, I see people do
  

11     it all the time.  But a lot of times you don't see
  

12     it like that --
  

13        Q.   Sure.
  

14        A.   -- in that area, you know.
  

15        Q.   But someone could have legally -- and I'm
  

16     not in any way implying -- I'm just trying to
  

17     track it -- someone could have legally had a gun in
  

18     that area, and there's nothing you, as a sheriff,
  

19     can do about it?
  

20        A.   On the outside of it like that if they were
  

21     open carrying.
  

22        Q.   Got it.  But I assume had you seen a
  

23     citizen with a weapon, that would have escalated --
  

24        A.   Raised concern, yes.
  

25        Q.   -- your interest?  Yes.
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1                Okay.  And I'm going to skip around a
  
2     whole bunch more here.  I want to talk about the
  
3     radio channels.
  
4                So I feel pretty good about my
  
5     understanding that the radio channels that you,
  
6     EMS, Butler Township PD, Butler ESU, it's all a
  
7     
  
8     ?
  
9                Is that fair?
  

10        A.   That's correct.
  

11        Q.   Got it.  You're on a sheriff's channel, but
  

12     there are other channels; is that right?
  

13        A.   Correct.
  

14        Q.   From reading through, it seems there was an
  

15     OPS 3.
  

16                Are you familiar with that terminology,
  

17     or is that not really what you guys --
  

18        A.   No.  There is an OPS 3 on the radio.
  

19        Q.   Were you aware of who was on OPS 3 that
  

20     day?
  

21        A.   So I did not know exactly who was on OPS 3
  

22     or OPS 4.  I knew the ESU team was on one of them,
  

23     and I knew that Butler Township, who was in the
  

24     area, was on the other.
  

25                I wasn't sure exactly who was on what,
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1     which is why I scanned.
  
2        Q.   Yeah.  Got it.  So you knew Butler PD and
  
3     ESU were on 3 and 4?
  
4        A.   Yes.
  
5        Q.   Who was OPS 2 and/or patrol?
  
6                We've seen that reference.  Is that
  
7     separate?
  
8        A.   There's like a Police 2, which is all,
  
9     like, the northern part of the county, which is
  

10     considered Butler City, Butler Township.  Those
  

11     guys use that as their everyday radio, Police 2.
  

12        Q.   Got it.  So that's separate from anyone
  

13     who's there; is that right?
  

14        A.   Yeah.  Unless they were scanning, yes.
  

15        Q.   I'm going to go a bit more to the radio
  

16     because it just seems relevant right now.  You said
  

17     you were scanning.
  

18                Did you hear anyone -- so when you hear
  

19     that there's a gun, do you remember what channel
  

20     that was on?
  

21        A.   I don't know.  I was scanning.
  

22        Q.   That's fine.
  

23        A.   So I'm not sure.  It was either, I think,
  

24     OPS 3 or OPS 4, but I don't know for sure.  I
  

25     wasn't looking.
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1                If you watch the radio, you can see who
  
2     calls out on what, but I wasn't.
  
3        Q.   At that point you're driving; is that
  
4     right?
  
5        A.   Yeah.  I already had it in.
  
6        Q.   Got it.  What do you hear on the radio that
  
7     you recall?
  
8                After shots fired -- after you hear he
  
9     has a gun, what do you hear on the radio next?
  

10        A.   After I hear that there's a long gun, I
  

11     call it out on the radio.
  

12        Q.   On the sheriff's channel?
  

13        A.   On the sheriff's channel, yes.  Let my guys
  

14     know.  And then immediately I heard the shots
  

15     fired.
  

16                When I went to go radio back up to say,
  

17     "Shots fired," you're not able to if somebody else
  

18     is trying to key up on there, which was Deputy
  

19     .  He was already on the radio saying,
  

20     "Shots fired," then, which was two seconds after I
  

21     called out the long gun.
  

22        Q.   And if you are radioing in -- so you
  

23     hear -- presume that it's OPS 3, long gun -- you go
  

24     on the sheriff's channel, say, "He's armed," that
  

25     would then prevent you from hearing someone on,
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1     say, OPS 4, OPS 3 continuing to talk; is that
  
2     right?
  
3        A.   That's correct.  But I also had on my
  
4     portable, too.
  
5        Q.   Okay.  So tell me about -- were you able to
  
6     hear anyone else talking while you were doing that?
  
7        A.   So I could hear on my portable, if I speak
  
8     on the car radio -- sorry.  I'm kind of being
  
9     confusing.
  

10        Q.   No, you're not.  You're good.
  

11        A.   If I can speak on the car radio, I have
  

12     this (indicating) on sheriff's channel; I have this
  

13     (indicating) on Police OPS 3, my portable.
  

14        Q.   Got it.
  

15        A.   So I'm scanning on Police OPS 3 on my
  

16     portable, but I have sheriff's channel on and I'm
  

17     scanning in the car.
  

18                So if I talk on sheriff's channel in the
  

19     car, it will cut off Police OPS 3, Police OPS 4.
  

20     If they're talking, I can still hear while I'm
  

21     talking on the sheriff's channel, if that makes
  

22     sense.
  

23        Q.   Yeah.  Do you recall, between the time
  

24     "Long gun on OPS 3" and then "Shots fired," do you
  

25     recall anything on OPS 3 or OPS 4, or is it all
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1     sort of jumbled?
  
2        A.   No.  Not --
  
3        Q.   Do you recall specifically not hearing
  
4     something or unsure?
  
5        A.   No, I'm not sure.  I know that there was
  
6     talking, but I don't know exactly.
  
7        Q.   And that's because you were focused on
  
8     calling in?
  
9        A.   Yes.
  

10        Q.   Got it.
  

11                The scanning, I just want to make sure
  

12     I'm understanding this and maybe this is just
  

13     stating my own interests.
  

14                So when it's scanning, it will just pick
  

15     up if someone talks; is that right?
  

16        A.   That's correct.
  

17        Q.   Will it stay on that channel?  Or, let's
  

18     say, someone talks on OPS 3, blah, blah, blah,
  

19     someone else talks on OPS 4 after that, blah, blah,
  

20     blah, will it switch over to OPS 4, or will it just
  

21     stay on the most recent channel until you hit Scan
  

22     again?
  

23        A.   So on the sheriff's channel, that's
  

24     priority.  So if Police OPS 3 is talking and
  

25     somebody keys up on the sheriff's channel, it will
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1     cut them off on 3.
  
2        Q.   Got it.
  
3        A.   Because that's my priority right there is
  
4     the sheriff's channel.
  
5                So anybody that talks on the sheriff's
  
6     channel, it will cut off everybody else on 3-4.
  
7     It doesn't matter what radio it is.
  
8                If nobody's talking on the sheriff's
  
9     channel, then it will let Police OPS 3 talk until
  

10     however long.
  

11        Q.   Then when they're done, will it bounce to
  

12     4, 3, whatever, whoever is next to talk?
  

13        A.   Yep.  Whoever is talking.  I can go to
  

14     Police 2, Police 1.
  

15        Q.   So other than your priority channel, it
  

16     will then just go to whomever is the one speaking.
  

17     And if someone speaks first, it will go until
  

18     they're done and then maybe to someone else?
  

19        A.   That's correct.
  

20        Q.   Got it.  Okay.  All right.  I think I've
  

21     asked you enough questions about radios.  I want to
  

22     go to the attempt to disperse folks along the fence
  

23     line.
  

24                So my understanding, you said you went
  

25     over.  You saw two men interacting around 1700 and
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1     one was the owner of the AGR and wanted people out;
  
2     is that right?
  
3        A.   Yeah.  That's who we said.
  
4        Q.   Yeah.  And then what kind of happened?
  
5                Did you guys just say, "Hey, get out of
  
6     here," and that's it, or what happened next?
  
7        A.   Yeah.  So after I got the trooper, we
  
8     walked over and told everybody, you know, "If you
  
9     you're going to be over here, you need to be on the
  

10     opposite side of the tree," which was kind of near
  

11     68, the road there.
  

12        Q.   Do you mind, with an X, on Exhibit Alpha,
  

13     drawing where you wanted folks to go?
  

14        A.   Yeah.
  

15        Q.   And if it's an arrow, that's fine, too.
  

16        A.   Kind of on the other side of this
  

17     (indicating).
  

18        Q.   What was the reason --
  

19        A.   If you can see.
  

20        Q.   I've come prepared to this.  I have a
  

21     Sharpie.
  

22                What was your reasoning for having folks
  

23     go there?
  

24        A.   So this is what the trooper said:  He said
  

25     that apparently that is the cutoff of the AGR
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1     building.  Anything on the other side of that tree
  
2     was not them.
  
3                I don't know the specifics of it, but
  
4     that's what the trooper told everybody, was to go
  
5     on the opposite side of that tree.
  
6                The owner of the AGR building didn't
  
7     have a problem with people being on the other side
  
8     of that tree.  So I assumed it wasn't property of
  
9     the AGR building there.
  

10        Q.   So it was your concern, really, these
  

11     persons -- and I don't want to trivialize it
  

12     here -- but it was just like, "Hey, this is his
  

13     property.  Get off the property"?
  

14                Was your focus on these people are just
  

15     way too close?
  

16                What was kind of the mindset there going
  

17     over?
  

18        A.   Like my opinion?
  

19        Q.   Your opinion, yes.  Yes, your opinion.
  

20        A.   My opinion was I don't think anybody should
  

21     have been over there at all.
  

22        Q.   Yeah.
  

23        A.   Like I said, nobody went through security
  

24     or anything.  So...
  

25        Q.   And that's exactly where I'm going next.
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1                So you went over, and then at that
  
2     point -- tell me if I'm wrong -- you and  go
  
3     back to your post at 4 and 5, and then he uses your
  
4     phone to try to get someone to get over in the AGR
  
5     area?
  
6        A.   That's correct.
  
7        Q.   From PSP or who knows?
  
8        A.   From PSP, yes.
  
9                Like I said, we have this list, and when
  

10     he used my phone, I didn't have the guy's phone
  

11     number in here.  So I kind of looked on here, who
  

12     did he call, and it was his corporal.  Now I can
  

13     see it.
  

14                But that's who he called and basically
  

15     said, "There's a bunch of people over here.  Can
  

16     you get somebody over here to kind of disperse?"
  

17        Q.   Got it.  So you go over the fence line.
  

18     You try to get these guys away.  You're thinking
  

19     hey, there are too many people here.  Way too
  

20     close.
  

21                PSP  agrees.  He uses your phone
  

22     to get someone from PSP to clear out because you
  

23     guys are on the opposite side of the fence, and
  

24     that's where it stayed at about 17 -- 1715; is that
  

25     right?
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1        A.   That was 1715, correct.
  
2        Q.   Got it.  I think I understand.
  
3                So I want to ask the suspicious -- the
  
4     picture of what ended up being Mr. Crooks came
  
5     across from .
  
6                Was that 45 or 15 that you started
  
7     hearing chatter that there was a suspicious
  
8     individual?
  
9        A.   That was like 1740, 1745, I believe.
  

10     Somewhere around there.
  

11        Q.   And when you eventually got that picture, I
  

12     know it was much later, closer to the time of the
  

13     shooting.
  

14                Are you able to say that was the picture
  

15     of Crooks?
  

16        A.   You mean after this?
  

17        Q.   Do you now know that that was a picture of
  

18     Crooks?
  

19        A.   Oh, yes, yes.
  

20        Q.   Of him on the wall?
  

21        A.   Yes.
  

22        Q.   And around at that point, looking back on
  

23     it, actually, do you ever have a recollection of
  

24     seeing someone matching Crooks' description?
  

25        A.   No.
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1        Q.   And perhaps that's because you said there
  
2     were 80-plus people around?
  
3        A.   Correct.
  
4        Q.   You said at no point did you ever see
  
5     Crooks on the roof; is that right?
  
6        A.   That's correct.
  
7        Q.   And you never went up to the roof
  
8     afterwards?
  
9        A.   That's correct.
  

10        Q.   With a star -- I'm giving you this back one
  

11     more time and I'm going to give you the Sharpie --
  

12     do you mind with a star marking on the map
  

13     approximately where you were when shots were fired?
  

14                You get out of your car.  Pull out your
  

15     handgun; is that right?
  

16        A.   Yeah.  I was probably right here
  

17     (indicating) when shots were fired.
  

18        Q.   And from that vantage point, you could not
  

19     see Mr. Crooks?
  

20        A.   I could not.
  

21        Q.   Where -- and I don't need you to mark this
  

22     but I'm just curious -- from any point along
  

23     outside the fence line within your patrol
  

24     perimeter -- I know you were at 4 -- would it have
  

25     been possible from any point on ground level to see
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1     Crooks?
  
2        A.   No.  You mean up on the roof?
  
3        Q.   Yes.  Sorry.
  
4        A.   No.  I don't believe so.
  
5        Q.   What about from within near the AGR
  
6     complex?
  
7                I know you weren't over there, but to
  
8     your knowledge, let's say from the trees that we
  
9     see on Exhibit Alpha to the left or west of the AGR
  

10     complex, it looks like there's a little rise.
  

11                From that hill, from those trees, could
  

12     you potentially have seen him?
  

13        A.   Oh, yes.  If you're back here (indicating),
  

14     absolutely.
  

15                :  And just for the record,
  

16     the witness pointed to the trees to the west of the
  

17     AGR complex.
  

18        Q.   But within that sort of no man's land, you
  

19     guys couldn't see?
  

20        A.   No.  It was too hard.  You couldn't see
  

21     over the peak of it.
  

22        Q.   Got it.  Okay.  I asked most of the
  

23     questions I had for clarity.
  

24                :  Can I get a time check?
  

25     My apologies.
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1                :  You've got roughly ten
  
2     minutes.
  
3                :  Oh, super.  We're doing
  
4     great here.
  
5     BY :
  
6        Q.   I want to talk about, then, rewinding all
  
7     the way, prior rallies, have you worked a prior
  
8     political rally?
  
9        A.   I did.
  

10        Q.   Which one was that?
  

11        A.   I worked the Trump rally.
  

12        Q.   2020?
  

13        A.   Yes.
  

14        Q.   Got it.  And we have heard from other folks
  

15     that that was at a different location, different --
  

16     not this airstrip -- a different place.
  

17        A.   Correct.
  

18        Q.   Got it.  Any impressions on this location
  

19     as a rally?
  

20                Did you have any concerns about the farm
  

21     grounds, anything, before you showed up that day?
  

22        A.   No.  So like I said, I've never been to the
  

23     Farm Show grounds before.
  

24        Q.   You did say that.
  

25        A.   And when I did go there, that was my main
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1     concern, was that building, and that's why I called
  
2     the deputy and said, you know, "Do you think
  
3     somebody's over here?"
  
4                Other than that, I couldn't see where
  
5     everybody else was.  Like I said, I don't know the
  
6     area, so I'm not sure.  But that raised concern to
  
7     me when I first got there, and I just thought this
  
8     is probably not a really good location.
  
9        Q.   It seems pretty obvious; right?
  

10        A.   Yeah.
  

11        Q.   What is your relationship as a Butler
  

12     sheriff officer?
  

13                My understanding, you guys aren't part
  

14     of the ESU; is that right?
  

15        A.   We are not.
  

16        Q.   What is your relationship with -- and just
  

17     a general working relationship -- with the Butler
  

18     ESU?
  

19                Do you guys interact or not really?
  

20        A.   No.  We don't really interact that much
  

21     unless we were needed for something.  But we don't
  

22     ever really interact with them.
  

23                I've only been with them one time, and
  

24     that was years ago when there was a riot that was
  

25     Downtown Butler, and Butler city police was there,
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1     the ESU was there, we were there, and we kind of
  
2     all worked together there.
  
3                But other than that, they don't call us
  
4     for anything and we don't really need them.
  
5        Q.   What about Butler Township Police
  
6     Department?
  
7                What's the interaction there?
  
8        A.   I mean, we back them up sometimes if they
  
9     need anything.  I mean, if they need something,
  

10     they would call us.  It's not abnormal.
  

11        Q.   What about Pennsylvania State Police?
  

12        A.   If we ever need them for anything.
  

13     Normally we need them more than they would need us.
  

14     They would only need us for, like, a transport or
  

15     something.  But it's not abnormal if either of us
  

16     call each other.
  

17        Q.   Understood.  And then Secret Service, you
  

18     said, you worked in 2020.  To the extent you have
  

19     other impressions or just generally, any -- first
  

20     of all, you didn't have any interaction with Secret
  

21     Service for this event; is that correct?
  

22        A.   That's correct.
  

23        Q.   What about the 2020 event?
  

24        A.   Yeah.  I actually had a female with me in
  

25     my car.
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1        Q.   What are your general impressions from the
  
2     legal level of organization and structure that you
  
3     had at 2020 versus this event?
  
4        A.   It seemed more squared away than it was
  
5     now.
  
6        Q.   Yeah.  And I know I'm putting you on the
  
7     spot, and this isn't to call it out.
  
8                Just from you being there, as a law
  
9     enforcement person needing to know what the heck
  

10     you're supposed to do, can you expound a little bit
  

11     on the squared-away nature?
  

12        A.   I mean, I just think it was -- lack of
  

13     communication is a better term, I guess, because
  

14     before, for the 2020, we were kind of all briefed
  

15     together with the Secret Service and us.  That's
  

16     how, obviously, I knew I had that female with me.
  

17                We kind of were told, "Okay.  This is
  

18     where your post is.  This is what you're going to
  

19     do.  Here's what times he's coming.  Here's, you
  

20     know, what everybody's going to do."
  

21                This time it was sent out by e-mail,
  

22     "Show up at 10:45 at your post, and here you go."
  

23        Q.   Yeah.
  

24        A.   Nobody said where everybody was going to
  

25     be.  I had no idea other than the map here.
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1        Q.   Yeah.  And, you know, we talked about one
  
2     issue of not having the cognizance of where folks
  
3     were was relevant.  Like you see someone with a
  
4     long gun at the AGR, that could raise some alarms.
  
5                Any other things like that where you're
  
6     like, "Hey, I really wish I had known X"?
  
7        A.   No.  I mean, that.  I wish I would have
  
8     known that.
  
9        Q.   Sure.
  

10        A.   That would have been nice.  But like I
  

11     said, I couldn't see him in there, anyway, so I had
  

12     no idea, and clearly neither did the guy at Post 6.
  

13        Q.   Got it.  Yeah, we won't speak ill of the
  

14     guy at Post 6; right?
  

15        A.   Yeah.  No, we won't.
  

16        Q.   Okay.  You had your cellphone, radio.  You
  

17     don't have FirstNet or FrontLine; is that right?
  

18        A.   That's correct.
  

19        Q.   One's Verizon; one's AT&T?  Cool.
  

20        A.   I had Verizon.
  

21        Q.   Do you know if that was available to your
  

22     office?
  

23                Does your office have handsets with that
  

24     capability?
  

25        A.   No.
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1        Q.   Briefly, you were asked about drone
  
2     usage --
  
3                :  And please stop me
  
4     whenever I'm done.
  
5        Q.   Drone usage:  You didn't see any drones;
  
6     right?
  
7        A.   I did not.
  
8        Q.   That would be another thing:  If you see a
  
9     drone, you're like, "Hold on a minute.  What's
  

10     going on?"
  

11        A.   That would have been a red flag.
  

12        Q.   Were there drones at the 2020 event?
  

13        A.   I couldn't see anything from where I was.
  

14     I was along the wood line, so...
  

15        Q.   Now, these are some quick-hitters here.
  

16                You're in your vehicle most of the day.
  

17     Is that just like, hey, that's where we need to be
  

18     to respond to stuff?
  

19                What's the reason to be in the vehicle
  

20     versus out of the vehicle versus patrolling along
  

21     the fence line?
  

22                What's the --
  

23        A.   I don't know.  He just said, meaning "he,"
  

24     the chief, just said kind of, "Sit in your vehicle
  

25     and watch the fence line.  If somebody was to try
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1     to jump or do anything or you see anything
  
2     suspicious over there, just call it in and we'll
  
3     handle it."
  
4                But other than that, we weren't to walk
  
5     around and do anything.  We were just kind of
  
6     watching that area.
  
7        Q.   Makes sense.  I want to ask you.  You may
  
8     have seen reports about a range finder here.  Let
  
9     me ask you this:  Did you see anyone with a range
  

10     finder?
  

11        A.   I did not.
  

12        Q.   Had you seen someone with a range finder,
  

13     you know, is that something you would expect?  Is
  

14     that something that would raise red flags?
  

15                Tell me.
  

16        A.   That would be red flags, yeah.
  

17        Q.   We haven't talked about any interactions
  

18     that you have had with any other law enforcement
  

19     agency beyond your colleague with PSP.
  

20                Is that fair to say, that throughout the
  

21     day, you really didn't have much beyond , PSP,
  

22     and Deputy ?
  

23        A.   That's true.
  

24        Q.   I want to get to the communications with
  

25     Sergeant .
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1                He said -- looking at the radio logs, it
  
2     appears he gave you a description of a male on a
  
3     bicycle.
  
4                Tell me if this wrong:  You saw someone.
  
5     Relayed the description.  It wasn't who they were
  
6     looking for.  And you never saw the individual who
  
7     eventually matched Mr. Crooks' depiction; is that
  
8     right?
  
9        A.   That's correct.
  

10        Q.   The individual you saw on a bicycle was
  

11     someone else?
  

12        A.   That's correct.
  

13        Q.   Did anything ever come of that?
  

14        A.   No.
  

15        Q.   Just someone else?
  

16        A.   I mean, it was just some guy that wanted to
  

17     see Trump.
  

18        Q.   Got it.  And you eventually received it --
  

19     let's say shots fired at 1811 -- you eventually
  

20     receive the picture at 1808, 1809?
  

21                Does that seem about right?
  

22        A.   When I actually seen the picture, yes.
  

23        Q.   Because, otherwise, you had the e-mail, but
  

24     it was loading slowly?
  

25        A.   Yes.  It was loading, yes.
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1        Q.   Understood.  All right.  My last bit -- and
  
2     I'm glad we've got through this and my apologies
  
3     for the length and loquaciousness -- but what
  
4     interviews have you participated in post July 13th?
  
5        A.   I had one in the courthouse.  It was with
  
6     the state police and somebody from the FBI.  I
  
7     can't really remember his name.
  
8                I was supposed to meet with somebody
  
9     else from the FBI.  They called the day prior, and
  

10     we had a time at 2:00 to meet at the courthouse.
  

11     But then when I showed up to work the next day, the
  

12     sheriff said, "Okay, everybody's being interviewed
  

13     by the state police," and this person with the FBI.
  

14                And so then, after that, I never
  

15     actually interviewed with this other guy because he
  

16     ended up talking to me.  They said, "You don't have
  

17     to do it twice."
  

18                I was supposed to be interviewed again,
  

19     but I was in Florida.  So whoever set up that date
  

20     and time didn't check with me.  So...
  

21        Q.   Got it.
  

22        A.   Just the one time.
  

23        Q.   Just the one time.
  

24                Anything from that that was discussed
  

25     that you think would be relevant for us to know?
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1        A.   No, I don't.  I don't believe so.
  
2        Q.   Similar stuff?
  
3        A.   Yeah.  All similar.
  
4        Q.   Last three questions:
  
5                So I am sure you have seen the coverage
  
6     of this event and discussions of this event in the
  
7     media, by, perhaps, some of the folks we work for.
  
8                Do you have any general reflection on
  
9     how it's been covered or things that you feel are
  

10     inaccurate or that you think would be worthwhile
  

11     for us to know?
  

12        A.   I mean, not really.  Like I said, it all
  

13     comes down to communication.  I mean, I think it
  

14     was a lack of communication for everybody.  That
  

15     was my main thing.
  

16                I mean, as little as communication with
  

17     PSP or communication with Secret Service, I mean I
  

18     don't know where the -- it fell down there, but...
  

19        Q.   Someone else --
  

20        A.   Somebody didn't relay the information or
  

21     they did and -- I don't know.  But like I said, I
  

22     was just at my post and that's all I could do.  I
  

23     did the best I could.
  

24                I relayed the information that I could,
  

25     let them use my phone, and I think maybe had
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1     somebody been over there and gotten those people
  
2     out of there, I think I definitely would have seen
  
3     Crooks at least walking over in that area.
  
4                Maybe more law enforcement over there
  
5     would have definitely been helpful, but other than
  
6     that, it basically comes down to a lack of
  
7     communication.
  
8        Q.   Yeah.  And that was my last question, and I
  
9     think you answered it.  But to the extent there's
  

10     anything else, is there anything in retrospect --
  

11     because it doesn't sound like you did anything
  

12     beyond what you were supposed to do -- is there
  

13     anything, looking back, either you wish -- that we
  

14     haven't covered -- that you wish you either had
  

15     known, had done differently, or that someone in a
  

16     position of authority, either within your chain of
  

17     command or other chains of command, had done
  

18     differently beyond what we have spoken about
  

19     otherwise?
  

20        A.   No.  I mean, you always look back at it and
  

21     say, you know, "I wish this; I wish that."
  

22                Like part of me says, you know, instead
  

23     of calling the deputy at Post 6, I wish I maybe
  

24     would have went to somebody higher up, whether it
  

25     be my chief or Sergeant .  You know, was
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1     anybody over at that AGR building.
  
2                That way, I at least raised the issue
  
3     and said, you know -- obviously, like I said
  
4     earlier, it's a clear shot right there.  I mean,
  
5     nobody was going through security over there.
  
6                So I think maybe if I would have done
  
7     that, I would have felt better myself bringing it
  
8     up to somebody that's obviously higher than me
  
9     because I'm just a deputy.  So I can't really call
  

10     the shots or anything.
  

11        Q.   Yeah.  Well, I appreciate that.  Obviously,
  

12     Deputy No. 6 will make sure that he gets spoken to.
  

13        A.   Yeah.
  

14        Q.   But I appreciate it.
  

15                :  Do you have anything
  

16     further right now?
  

17                :  I think we're about at
  

18     time.
  

19                :  Oh.  Two minutes over.  I
  

20     appreciate the indulgence.
  

21                We are off the record at 1505.
  

22                :  We are back on the record
  

23     at 3:08 p.m.
  

24     BY :
  

25        Q.   So you had mentioned that comp time was
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1     given instead of overtime and that it changed a lot
  
2     of people's minds.
  
3                Did that affect staffing of personnel,
  
4     or was there a shortage or difficulty in terms of
  
5     staffing as a result?
  
6        A.   So originally when he threw it out there,
  
7     it was for comp or overtime.  There was -- I don't
  
8     know the exact amount, but I know that there was a
  
9     lot of guys that wanted to do it, and then once he
  

10     said it was only for comp and not overtime, that
  

11     changed a lot of people's minds.
  

12                Now, where he came up with the -- I
  

13     don't know how many there were -- six or seven of
  

14     us -- I don't know where that number came, but I do
  

15     know that for the rally, you know, in 2020, we had
  

16     more people -- double that -- there.
  

17        Q.   So is it fair to say that you were all
  

18     operating with less personnel than expected?
  

19        A.   Yes.
  

20        Q.   A large amount?  A small amount in terms of
  

21     at a less number, smaller number?
  

22        A.   Yeah.  It was small, I think, compared to
  

23     what it should have been and what we were thinking.
  

24        Q.   When you showed up day of, were you
  

25     surprised at the number of folks that had been
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1     staffing?
  
2                Was it that low?
  
3        A.   Well, like I said, I did receive this a day
  
4     prior.  So I kind of was shocked that there was
  
5     little, but like I said, I'm just a deputy, so I
  
6     just roll with it.
  
7        Q.   Did anyone express that they had felt sort
  
8     of strained?
  
9        A.   No.
  

10        Q.   You also indicated there was no meeting the
  

11     day of the event.
  

12                Were you concerned or did you raise the
  

13     question with anyone regarding, you know, "Hey, why
  

14     is there no meeting?"
  

15        A.   No, I didn't.  Not really.  I mean, I did
  

16     ask the chief when he called me.  I said, you know,
  

17     "Are we meeting anywhere kind of because we did in
  

18     2020?"  He said, "No.  Just go to your post," and
  

19     that was it.  I didn't ask any more questions other
  

20     than that.
  

21        Q.   So there was no meeting or briefing so that
  

22     folks knew what their jobs or their
  

23     responsibilities or duties were that day?
  

24        A.   No.  No.  He may have went into -- "he," as
  

25     in the chief -- may have went into detail with
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1     other deputies when he called them.  I don't know.
  
2                All he told me was, "Hey, you're at Post
  
3     4.  I'm going to send you all the information.
  
4     Watch the fence line."  "Okay.  Thank you."
  
5        Q.   Got it.  Thank you.
  
6                So how did folks know who was
  
7     responsible from a coordination standpoint, you
  
8     know, in terms of division of duties?
  
9                You had mentioned potentially they might
  

10     have been told individually by via phone call or
  

11     otherwise, but you're unaware of any other kind of
  

12     coordination in terms of how people were told about
  

13     what their responsibilities were?
  

14        A.   That's correct, because like I said, there
  

15     wasn't a meeting or anything or a debriefing like
  

16     what there normally was and should have been.
  

17                So when we got this (indicating), the
  

18     map with the list of officers and where their post
  

19     is, I kind of just went off of there and knew, you
  

20     know, the people around me were doing the same
  

21     thing as I was.
  

22        Q.   So would you sort of characterize this as a
  

23     deviation from kind of standard procedure?
  

24        A.   Yeah.
  

25        Q.   Did you ever, at any juncture, ask for
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1     someone from the Secret Service to be with you or
  
2     any of the other officers, and did you ask why no
  
3     one was with you for this event?
  
4        A.   I did ask if I was going to have somebody
  
5     from the Secret Service with me.  I asked my chief
  
6     that.  He said no, I was going to be by myself and
  
7     then explained it was going to be deputy/trooper,
  
8     deputy/trooper, kind of separating us all.
  
9                I don't know why they did it that way,
  

10     but I did ask because I knew, obviously, in 2020 I
  

11     did have a member of the Secret Service with me.
  

12     But he just said I was by myself, and I said okay.
  

13        Q.   Moving on to sort of the communication
  

14     channels, were you concerned about the siloing of
  

15     all of these channels; i.e., the sheriff's channel,
  

16     for example, or that there wasn't a main channel
  

17     through which law enforcement could communicate?
  

18        A.   Yes.
  

19        Q.   Did you communicate that concern to anyone?
  

20        A.   I did.  I don't know exactly when it was,
  

21     but I did tell Sergeant  and the chief, you
  

22     know, "We need to be able to talk to PSP.  We need
  

23     to be able to talk to," in my opinion, "Secret
  

24     Service," I mean, in case there was an issue.
  

25                I know it's seconds to communicate
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1     through radio, but then the guy at the command post
  
2     has to tell somebody else, who then, by the time it
  
3     gets to the right people, it's already too late, in
  
4     my opinion.
  
5        Q.   And did Sergeant  at any juncture
  
6     indicate that there was capability in terms of
  
7     creating some sort of main channel, or he just said
  
8     this is sort of what it is?
  
9        A.   He just said he's at the command post and
  

10     he was with somebody from state police who was
  

11     operating their guys.
  

12                So pretty much if anything came up, go
  

13     through the sheriff channel.  He'll tell the
  

14     correct people in the command post.
  

15        Q.   Do you know who made the decision to keep
  

16     the channels siloed in that manner?
  

17        A.   I do not know.
  

18        Q.   Moving on to sort of the phone issues you
  

19     had described, ma'am, as you were experiencing
  

20     those service and phone issues, as a lot of folks
  

21     were that day, as was the case with PSP, did
  

22     anybody radio this in?
  

23                Was anyone making clear or communicating
  

24     that, you know, getting in touch with each other
  

25     via cellphone was becoming an issue?
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1        A.   Yes.  I believe it was Sergeant  said
  
2     he was trying to send a picture, and I told him,
  
3     "You can try to send it all you want, but my
  
4     phone's not working."  And this was all over the
  
5     radio.
  
6                So we were all kind of going back and
  
7     forth, and a couple of the other deputies said that
  
8     their phone wasn't working either.
  
9        Q.   Did anyone sort of offer any kind of
  

10     remedial measures or remediation to the phone
  

11     issues?
  

12        A.   No.  Just used a radio.
  

13        Q.   So sort of leading into my next question
  

14     with respect to the sort of telephonic issues
  

15     there, did you switch then to using radio
  

16     primarily?
  

17        A.   Yes, because at that point, I mean, my
  

18     phone wasn't working for -- I don't even know.
  

19     Like I said, it was off and on.  I turned it off
  

20     and on, but it was probably like that for, like, a
  

21     good hour and a half maybe.
  

22                So I mean, I always knew if I needed
  

23     something on the radio is the way to go.
  

24        Q.   And did any other officers mention over the
  

25     radio they were having issues with their
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1     telephones, as well?
  
2        A.   Yes.
  
3        Q.   What was the instruction following, you
  
4     know, officers making that sort of communication
  
5     that they were having issues?
  
6                Did anyone sort of say, "Continue to try
  
7     to use your phones.  Please switch to radio"?
  
8                No instructions were given?
  
9        A.   No.  Just, "Anything that needs brought up,
  

10     bring it up on the sheriff channel."  That was it.
  

11        Q.   Was it your understanding that it was
  

12     Sergeant 's duty or role to be the liaison
  

13     between the sheriff's office and the Secret
  

14     Service?
  

15                Can you sort of expand for me on what,
  

16     you know, your understanding was as to who he was
  

17     serving as a liaison for?
  

18        A.   So I did ask, and he said that he was with
  

19     PSP but that Secret Service was in their own
  

20     command post.
  

21                I don't know the specifics.  That's just
  

22     what he told me because, obviously, it raised
  

23     concern to me and anybody in law enforcement.  I
  

24     mean, how do you communicate with somebody, the
  

25     people next to you, when you can't?
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1                So, yeah.  That's just what he told me.
  
2     I'm not 100 percent sure about that.
  
3        Q.   So if you, hypothetically, wanted to get in
  
4     touch with PSP or the Secret Service or any other
  
5     sort of entity, that was all going through Sergeant
  
6     ?
  
7        A.   Correct.  Unless I drove to the guy at
  
8     Post 5.
  
9        Q.   Right.
  

10        A.   Which I have multiple times.
  

11        Q.   All right.  We're going to move into sort
  

12     of right around the time of the shooting now and
  

13     then sort of ask you some kind of questions right
  

14     after that, ma'am.
  

15                So it's our understanding that at
  

16     approximately 6:09 p.m., Deputy  asked if
  

17     1126 was able to see the roof of the AGR.
  

18                Do you recall that radio transmission?
  

19        A.   A little bit.
  

20        Q.   And just to be clear, 1126 is you; correct?
  

21        A.   Is me, correct.
  

22        Q.   And do you recall where you were located
  

23     when that radio transmission occurred?
  

24        A.   If that was before the shots were fired, I
  

25     was probably sitting at my post looking at that
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1     picture.
  
2        Q.   Okay.  Shortly before the shooting, from
  
3     what we understand, you were asked if you could see
  
4     the AGR roof.
  
5                Do you know why you were asked that?
  
6        A.   Well, I know he was scanning, as well.  So
  
7     he could hear the radio traffic of what they were
  
8     saying while near the AGR building.
  
9        Q.   And how were sheriff's deputies and the
  

10     local police able to communicate about a suspicious
  

11     person?
  

12        A.   Well, we were told to only stay on the
  

13     sheriff channel.  I took it upon myself to scan.
  

14                So if I did need to say something to the
  

15     township or anything like that, I would just switch
  

16     to whether it be Police OPS 3 - 4 or Police 2.
  

17        Q.   Do you believe that the Secret Service was
  

18     also listening to local radio communications at
  

19     that point in time?
  

20        A.   I didn't think they were.  I still don't
  

21     know if they were or not.
  

22        Q.   So if you were sort of looking in the
  

23     direction of the AGR roof at approximately 6:09
  

24     p.m. that day -- well, let me sort of backtrack
  

25     here.
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1                Do you recall, sort of right before the
  
2     shooting, where you were directed in terms of your
  
3     sight line, what you were looking at?
  
4                Were you scanning or what were you
  
5     doing?
  
6        A.   Yeah.  I mean, I was scanning, yeah.  I was
  
7     still trying to look for Crooks.
  
8        Q.   So if we move from 6:09 p.m., about 90
  
9     seconds later, from what we understand, you had
  

10     said over the radio, "10-4, he's armed."
  

11                Can you walk us through that period of
  

12     time?
  

13        A.   Yeah.  So as I was trying to look through
  

14     the people, like I said, I could see Butler
  

15     Township kind of running with a purpose.  I'll use
  

16     that word.
  

17                I figured they could see him.  Once I
  

18     heard them call that out, that he was armed with a
  

19     long gun, that's when I then called it on my radio
  

20     because like I said, we were told to only call out
  

21     and listen to the sheriff's channel.
  

22                So I wanted the rest of my guys there to
  

23     know, you know, what was happening in case they
  

24     weren't scanning.
  

25        Q.   Moving sort of post shooting, did you
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1     receive any communications or, you know, updated
  
2     information from the Secret Service regarding what
  
3     you should do?
  
4        A.   No.
  
5        Q.   What was your assignment after the
  
6     shooting?
  
7                Did you assist with the state police or
  
8     the Secret Service?
  
9        A.   I did.  Nobody told me to, but I was
  

10     obviously next to the trooper at Post 5, and I kind
  

11     of helped him out with what he needed and, like I
  

12     said, to get the ESU guys through there so they can
  

13     get over to the building
  

14     BY :
  

15        Q.   Was it the trooper at 5 that was ramming
  

16     the fence that you had talked about?
  

17        A.   Yeah, he was the -- yep.
  

18        Q.   That was the one?
  

19        A.   Yep.  He's a trooper.
  

20     BY :
  

21        Q.   And following the shooting, were there any
  

22     discussions going on regarding failures on the
  

23     ground?
  

24                Can you sort of describe the general
  

25     mood and discussions that were going on?
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1     Specifically, what Secret Service should have been
  
2     doing, what law enforcement should have been doing?
  
3        A.   You mean like right after?
  
4        Q.   Yes.
  
5        A.   I mean, guys were obviously upset.  I mean,
  
6     everybody had their own opinion on things, but
  
7     basically we thought because he used my phone, like
  
8     I said, at 1715 -- that was almost an hour prior to
  
9     the shots being fired -- we thought that if
  

10     somebody would have come over there and got all
  

11     those people out of there, that this may not have
  

12     happened.
  

13                I guess on -- I don't want to put the
  

14     blame on anybody because it's not like that, but
  

15     the sheriff's office is so limited on what we do.
  

16     You know, we can't-- that's why I kind of told the
  

17     trooper to tell his people to go because we were
  

18     all at post, everybody that was -- meaning
  

19     deputies -- at the sheriff's office.  And, plus, we
  

20     don't really have that to get people out of there,
  

21     anyway.
  

22                So I think guys were upset about that
  

23     because the call was made almost an hour prior, and
  

24     then guys were obviously upset because then they
  

25     thought maybe Secret Service should have had
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1     somebody up on that roof.
  
2                I mean, that's it.
  
3        Q.   And once you became aware that there was
  
4     someone with a range finder, would it be fair to
  
5     say that that individual should have been detained?
  
6        A.   Absolutely.
  
7        Q.   And who would have been responsible for
  
8     that detainment?
  
9        A.   I don't even know who was over there, to be
  

10     honest with you.  I know there's a lot of state
  

11     police guys that weren't actually at post.  So I
  

12     don't know if maybe they could have been utilized.
  

13     I'm not sure who would have.
  

14                Like I said, I know that Butler Township
  

15     was out there, too.  So whoever it would be, I mean
  

16     somebody could have done it.
  

17        Q.   Were you surprised with the amount of time
  

18     that elapsed from when there was an ID of a
  

19     suspicious person, that that person looked as
  

20     though he had a range finder and then that that
  

21     person was then able to make it onto the rooftop of
  

22     the AGR building?
  

23        A.   Yeah.  That's -- I feel like a lot of time
  

24     passed.
  

25        Q.   And did you participate in any debriefings
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1     following July 13?
  
2        A.   Yeah, I did.  I did.
  
3        Q.   And did the Secret Service attend those
  
4     debriefings?
  
5        A.   No.
  
6        Q.   Did the Secret Service provide you with any
  
7     sort of after-action or other sort of debrief
  
8     information?
  
9        A.   No.
  

10        Q.   Has the Secret Service spoken to you since
  

11     July 13th?
  

12        A.   No.
  

13        Q.   Who was a part of the debriefings that you
  

14     attended?
  

15        A.   I went to the one, but it wasn't really --
  

16     I don't even know if you want to call it a
  

17     debriefing.  I didn't stay the whole time because
  

18     it was not -- you know, there was just a bunch of
  

19     people from, like, the EMS and everybody that were
  

20     there.  So it really wasn't much of anything.
  

21                Then we went to the 
  

22     and it was us deputies that were there.  Honestly,
  

23     I'm not even sure who the two guys were that put it
  

24     on.  I can't even say because I don't even know who
  

25     they were with.
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1                But other than that, that was it.  We
  
2     never got together with PSP, Secret Service, Butler
  
3     Township, nothing like that.
  
4        Q.   So was there a presentation given?
  
5        A.   Not really, no.
  
6     BY :
  
7        Q.   's gone through most of what I had.
  
8                The squad that you were using that day,
  
9     was it equipped with, like, a dash cam or MVR
  

10     system?
  

11        A.   No.
  

12        Q.   No?  Okay.
  

13                And you said that you had concerns about
  

14     the folks on the opposite side of the fence line
  

15     from you over by AGR because they hadn't been
  

16     screened.
  

17                How did you know that the people at the
  

18     rally had been screened?
  

19        A.   We actually had a deputy at the main gate
  

20     there that was, you know, getting them through.
  

21        Q.   Okay.  So you knew because --
  

22        A.   So I did know because of that, yeah, that
  

23     all the people that were going through were being
  

24     screened.
  

25        Q.   But it's not because of any information
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1     that Secret Service had given you?
  
2        A.   No.
  
3        Q.   Last question kind of going back to just
  
4     some of the communication:
  
5                Were you aware, during the day or when
  
6     you first got there, what time former President
  
7     Trump was supposed to arrive at the rally?
  
8        A.   I did ask Sergeant , and he said 1700
  
9     hours is when he was supposed to come.  That
  

10     obviously got pushed back.  He said that he was
  

11     going to be late.
  

12        Q.   How was that communicated to you?
  

13        A.   Over the radio.
  

14        Q.   Actually, I guess, I have one more.
  

15                After the shooting, you helped a PSP
  

16     trooper open up the gate.  Did you see any Secret
  

17     Service personnel go towards the AGR building at
  

18     that time?
  

19        A.   I didn't really.  I was more on -- I mean,
  

20     it's hard to explain it -- but I was more on this
  

21     part (indicating) of the gate trying to help them.
  

22                So I'm not sure, unless they went --
  

23     it's all gated in there.  I mean, the only way
  

24     you're getting around it is if you jump it.
  

25        Q.   Did you see any Secret Service personnel?
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1        A.   I seen them all inside.  I'm not sure
  
2     about -- I personally did not see them.  They may
  
3     have went over there.  I personally did not see
  
4     them.
  
5        Q.   That's all I have.
  
6                :  And I think that's all we
  
7     have.  We can go off the record.
  
8                (Off the record.)
  
9     BY :
  

10        Q.   We are back on the record at 1528.  This is
  

11      from the Minority.  I have a few
  

12     questions.  I'm going to hand it off to my
  

13     colleague.  I may have a few more, but that's about
  

14     it.
  

15                At any point, again, you have questions
  

16     for us, please just let us know.
  

17        A.   Okay.
  

18        Q.   I want to ask you about the corporal that
  

19     Trooper  called.  You said you saw his number
  

20     on your phone?
  

21        A.   Yeah, because he used my phone.
  

22        Q.   And is that Corporal ?
  

23        A.   It is.
  

24        Q.   Okay.  So  calls , and at that
  

25     point the impression that both you and  have
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1     is that Corporal  is now going to figure out a
  
2     way to clear out AGR?
  
3        A.   Yeah.  Like I said, I couldn't hear the
  
4     phone conversation.  It was really loud outside.
  
5     So he put up his window while he used my phone.
  
6                So I'm not sure exactly what he said,
  
7     but once he got off the phone and handed me my
  
8     phone back, he did tell me.  You know, I told him.
  
9     He said he's going to send people over here,
  

10     meaning other troopers, to clear it.
  

11        Q.   And that never happened?
  

12        A.   No.
  

13        Q.   At any point did  ever say anything
  

14     about that conversation beyond what he said around
  

15     1750?
  

16        A.   After the fact?
  

17        Q.   After the fact.  At any point.
  

18        A.   No.  I didn't really talk to him much
  

19     after.
  

20        Q.   So you don't have any knowledge of either
  

21     what was specifically discussed or what Corporal
  

22      did to deal with that situation?
  

23        A.   No, I don't know.
  

24        Q.   And you mentioned the sheriff's office.
  

25     You know, again, I'm just trying to understand some
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1     of these law enforcement agencies.
  
2                You said you didn't call up because your
  
3     sheriff's office doesn't have the assets to move
  
4     anyone out of AGR.
  
5                Is that fair?
  
6        A.   Yeah.  And we were all at post, anyway.
  
7     PSP had a lot of people floating around.
  
8        Q.   Understood.  We talked about a group text
  
9     message thread in the first round of this go-round.
  

10                Is there anything on that thread
  

11     relevant beyond the, let's say, 1700 timeframe, or
  

12     was all discussion carried out via radio after
  

13     that?
  

14        A.   It was all via radio.
  

15        Q.   You mentioned with my colleagues earlier
  

16     about your concern about communications and not
  

17     having channels, and you said you expressed that to
  

18     Sergeant ; is that right?
  

19        A.   Correct.
  

20        Q.   When did that happen?
  

21        A.   It was earlier in the day when I said that.
  

22     But I always say that.  I always say we should be
  

23     able to communicate with the state police and the
  

24     state police should be able to communicate with us.
  

25                And especially at events like this, I
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1     feel like the Secret Service should be able to hear
  
2     us and we should be able to hear them.  I mean,
  
3     it's easier to tell somebody directly than to go
  
4     through a third person.
  
5        Q.   And so that happened, total estimate,
  
6     let's say earlier in the day?
  
7        A.   Not too long after I got there, yeah.
  
8        Q.   So we're talking in the morning?
  
9        A.   In the morning, yeah, sometime.
  

10        Q.   And then what was 's response to that?
  

11                I know you said it, but just tell me
  

12     that one more time.
  

13        A.   He just said go through the sheriff's
  

14     channel and he's at the command post and he'll
  

15     relay the information.
  

16        Q.   Got it.  So he was like, "Hey, I'm the
  

17     focus of this, and then I'll pass it on"?
  

18        A.   Yes.
  

19        Q.   You said it is unusual for someone in your
  

20     position to scan the radio in terms of you could
  

21     but most people don't?
  

22        A.   Yeah.  Some people don't.  It just depends.
  

23     Like some deputies just want to focus on -- if
  

24     you're told to only be on the sheriff's channel,
  

25     that's what some deputies will do.  They won't go
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1     any further than that.
  
2                Some people, like me, who I want to be
  
3     able to hear everybody around me, I do scan.
  
4        Q.   And that enabled you to hear the OPS 3 call
  
5     out a long gun?
  
6        A.   Yes, especially because where I was, where
  
7     I was positioned, and from what was relayed on the
  
8     radio, who we were looking for, he was last seen
  
9     around the AGR building, I really wanted to scan
  

10     then because I knew local law enforcement was
  

11     around that building.  I could see them.  So I
  

12     wanted to be able to hear what they were saying.
  

13        Q.   And that 1808 through shots fired 1811
  

14     timeframe, you're looking at the building?
  

15        A.   I'm looking at the building and the crowd
  

16     of people in front of me.
  

17        Q.   What are you observing about the crowd?
  

18                What do they seem to be looking at?
  

19        A.   At first, they were just watching, and
  

20     then --
  

21        Q.   Watching the building or watching Trump?
  

22        A.   No.  Watching Trump.  And then you see
  

23     people running before shots were even fired.
  

24                So I was really listening to the radio.
  

25     That's when I seen Butler Township run around, and,
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1     I'm telling you, people just started running.  I
  
2     heard him call out "Long gun" on the radio, so I
  
3     did.  And that's when the shots fired and then
  
4     everybody ran.
  
5        Q.   And I'm sure this kind of all seemed to
  
6     jumble, happen at once.
  
7                So people are looking at Trump.  Then
  
8     you see crowds scattering slowly, police running
  
9     around the building, then shots.
  

10                At what point do you drive over to
  

11     Trooper ?  During that period?
  

12        A.   Yeah.  It was probably -- I don't know the
  

13     exact, but I do know I was in drive when the shots
  

14     were fired.  I do know that.
  

15                So it was before he called out that
  

16     there was a long gun.  It was right then because I
  

17     was already in drive while I was saying it.
  

18        Q.   When did the people, civilians around the
  

19     AGR, start scattering?
  

20                How long before you were in drive?
  

21        A.   Seconds maybe.  I don't know.  30 seconds
  

22     or something.
  

23        Q.   30 seconds before you were in drive?
  

24        A.   Yeah.  15 to 30 seconds I seen people just
  

25     start running, and it was mostly the people in the
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1     back.
  
2                People on the fence line were just
  
3     sitting there.  People in the back were running
  
4     towards 68.  And I thought, obviously, weird.  I
  
5     put the car in drive.  I want to show my partner
  
6     the picture -- well, the trooper.
  
7                While I was doing that, I was listening
  
8     to the radio.  I heard them call out, "He has a
  
9     gun, long gun."  I called it out on the radio.
  

10     Once the shots were fired, I put it in park.
  

11        Q.   Got it.  So just to make it clear for
  

12     everyone, because I think I'm tracking, but let's
  

13     say a minute before shots fired is when you see
  

14     people, not on the fence line, but maybe people
  

15     behind a little bit start moving away from the AGR
  

16     complex; is that right?
  

17        A.   Yeah.  It was maybe like 30 seconds prior
  

18     to the shots fired.
  

19        Q.   Is when people start moving?
  

20        A.   That people started, yeah, running away
  

21     from.
  

22        Q.   In your mind, is that consistent with maybe
  

23     them seeing -- obviously this is speculation -- is
  

24     that consistent with them seeing him have a gun?
  

25        A.   Oh, I definitely think they seen him up
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1     there.
  
2        Q.   And we earlier talked on Minority Exhibit
  
3     No. 1, but that was the area up the hill to the
  
4     left of AGR, to the west of AGR; is that right?
  
5        A.   Yes.
  
6        Q.   So those are the people, in that position,
  
7     who have the ability to look down and potentially
  
8     see where Crooks was?
  
9        A.   That's correct.
  

10        Q.   Got it.
  

11                I want to talk about hypotheticals here,
  

12     which I know is tough, but we talked earlier about
  

13     someone in the AGR with a rifle.
  

14                At that point -- because at a certain
  

15     point it goes from reporting it to you drawing a
  

16     gun, I would assume; right?
  

17        A.   Yeah.
  

18        Q.   At what point would seeing someone with a
  

19     weapon around AGR have caused you to escalate from
  

20     reporting to potentially deploying lethal force?
  

21        A.   Well, I mean, it's all -- I couldn't really
  

22     see the window or anything there, anyway.  So I
  

23     probably wouldn't have seen that.
  

24                But if I would have seen somebody, in
  

25     general, it would have raised -- it all depends.
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1     If I would have just seen the long gun and
  
2     nobody -- you know, if I seen somebody in uniform,
  
3     I mean, it's all --
  
4        Q.   It depends?
  
5        A.   Yeah.  It's hard to answer.
  
6        Q.   Understood.  So it's fair to say had you
  
7     been in a position -- so if you had seen Crooks
  
8     with a rifle not wearing military gear, you would
  
9     have felt comfortable discharging a firearm,
  

10     potentially, at that time?
  

11        A.   Absolutely.
  

12        Q.   Last ones, I promise.
  

13                Any notion -- and I believe you said
  

14     no -- to confirm, did you have any notion from
  

15     either PSP or Secret Service about who would be in
  

16     or around the AGR building?
  

17        A.   No.
  

18        Q.   No knowledge that anyone would be there,
  

19     let alone who was there?
  

20        A.   Correct.
  

21        Q.   You confirmed your vehicle didn't have a
  

22     camera.
  

23                Did you have a body camera?
  

24        A.   No.
  

25        Q.   Okay.  Anyone else?  We talked about a lot
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1     of folks.  I don't want to put the other Deputy
  
2      on the list here.
  
3                Anyone else you think had a relevant
  
4     vantage point from the sheriff's office on patrol
  
5     or anyone that we should speak to?
  
6        A.   No.  Honestly, Sergeant .  Obviously,
  
7     he's here.  Myself and the other Deputy , we
  
8     were really the only ones.  Everybody else was kind
  
9     of either way far away on the other side or not
  

10     really involved with that part of it.
  

11        Q.   Got it.  And then speaking of the other
  

12     Deputy , in looking at Majority Exhibit 1, he
  

13     was approximately around Point 6; is that right?
  

14        A.   Yes.
  

15        Q.   So from that vantage point and your
  

16     knowledge of the event and any other discussions
  

17     you had with him, would he have had a view of the
  

18     shooter from there?
  

19        A.   No.
  

20        Q.   And that the trees would have blocked it;
  

21     is that right?
  

22        A.   Yep.  I was just going to say he told me
  

23     the trees were blocking it.
  

24        Q.   So until shots fired, he didn't have much
  

25     of a vantage point over any of the relevant events?
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1        A.   Correct.
  
2        Q.   I am done.  My colleague may have more.  So
  
3     thank you.
  
4        A.   Okay.
  
5     BY :
  
6        Q.   Thank you again for your time.  Just a few
  
7     more questions.
  
8                Just largely to confirm my own
  
9     understanding, so I'm going to dart around a bit.
  

10     Forgive me for that.
  

11                We were just asking about body-worn
  

12     cameras, and I believe my colleagues from the
  

13     Majority asked about whether there was any dash
  

14     cam.
  

15                So no cameras on either person or in the
  

16     car?
  

17        A.   Not on me, nope.
  

18        Q.   Is that general for the sheriff's office?
  

19        A.   That's normal.
  

20        Q.   Nobody has any body-worn cameras issued?
  

21        A.   No.
  

22        Q.   You mentioned -- we talked a couple of
  

23     times -- about the 2020 Trump rally.  I believe you
  

24     said you had worked that event and that there was
  

25     somebody from Secret Service sort of assigned with
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1     you in the car with you that day?
  
2        A.   Yes.
  
3        Q.   We've also talked a fair amount about the
  
4     communications issues, folks being on different
  
5     channels.
  
6                Do you recall how that worked back in
  
7     2020?  Was there one unified channel for folks to
  
8     be communicating on, or was it the same sort of
  
9     siloed different law enforcement?
  

10        A.   I don't really recall, to be honest with
  

11     you.  I know there wasn't many of us out there,
  

12     meaning like there was the sheriff's office out
  

13     there, but there wasn't a lot of like local law
  

14     enforcement out there like that.
  

15                But communication wasn't really an issue
  

16     then.
  

17        Q.   In what respect?  Why was it not an issue?
  

18                Are we talking about the channels or the
  

19     cellphone towers?
  

20        A.   I think we were all on the same channel, to
  

21     be honest with you.  I mean, yeah.
  

22        Q.   But you're not sure?
  

23        A.   I'm not 100 percent sure.  But I do know I
  

24     wasn't scanning then.  I can tell you that.  I was
  

25     not scanning then.
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1        Q.   It sounds like it's just your general
  
2     practice to scan at events like this if you want to
  
3     hear what other law enforcement are doing?
  
4        A.   Yes, especially because of my everyday --
  
5     I'm at the whole southern part of the county, so I
  
6     want to hear, you know, what's going on in the
  
7     areas that I'm at.
  
8        Q.   And we've covered this a few different
  
9     ways.  Sergeant  was in the command post, and
  

10     he said anything that needs to be transmitted
  

11     elsewhere should go through him first.
  

12                I believe you mentioned that he was with
  

13     at least somebody from PSP in that command post.
  

14     Did you have an understanding of who else was in
  

15     this command post with him?
  

16        A.   I don't.  I don't know.  I think I may have
  

17     asked him after the fact, but honestly, I can't
  

18     even remember who else he said was in there with
  

19     him.
  

20        Q.   Fair enough.  And it sounds like, but
  

21     correct me if I'm wrong, you did have some
  

22     awareness there was a separate Secret Service
  

23     command post?
  

24        A.   That's what Sergeant  told me.
  

25        Q.   So the day of, you were aware of having the
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1     two different command posts there?
  
2        A.   Yes.
  
3        Q.   Any concerns about that?
  
4                Did you speak to Sergeant  about
  
5     that separation?
  
6        A.   Yeah.  I did ask why they weren't together.
  
7     He gave me the whole I don't know.  But I don't
  
8     know anything other than that.
  
9        Q.   Did you have any understanding of whether
  

10     there were other law enforcement officials with
  

11     Secret Service in their command post?
  

12        A.   I don't know.
  

13        Q.   And any awareness of anybody from Secret
  

14     Service being in the sort of local post?
  

15        A.   That's a possibility.  I'm not aware of it,
  

16     though.
  

17        Q.   Fair enough.  I just wanted to confirm.
  

18        A.   Yeah.
  

19        Q.   You also covered a couple times there was
  

20     no real meeting or briefing the day of the event,
  

21     nothing that you participated in prior to the
  

22     rally; correct?
  

23        A.   Correct.
  

24        Q.   Anybody else from the sheriff's office,
  

25     that you're aware, having had a briefing with other
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1     local law enforcement or the Secret Service?
  
2        A.   No.  No deputies.  I do know that.  I'm not
  
3     sure if the chief maybe did.  I don't know.  But I
  
4     do know that no deputies.
  
5        Q.   Okay.  So nothing that you've spoken to him
  
6     about?
  
7        A.   No.
  
8        Q.   So he might have been part of something?
  
9     You're just not sure?
  

10        A.   Yeah, he may have.  I'm not sure.
  

11        Q.   We've talked about the photos that
  

12     ultimately did not make their way to you or at
  

13     least not in a timely fashion.
  

14                Any understanding of how  got those
  

15     photos or who took them, where they came from?
  

16        A.   He said that somebody from the ESU -- I'm
  

17     not sure exactly who -- but somebody from the ESU
  

18     sent it to him.  He told me that.
  

19        Q.   And were they texted to him?  E-mailed?
  

20        A.   I don't know for sure.  I think they were
  

21     texted, but I don't know for sure.
  

22        Q.   Very early on we were talking about the AGR
  

23     owner or, I think, who you said you perceived to
  

24     be --
  

25        A.   He said he was the owner.
 

LaGamba Reporting Services
www.lagambareporting.com         (412) 458-0439



 108
  

  
1        Q.   -- he said he was the owner -- having maybe
  
2     some sort of dispute or altercation with another
  
3     individual.
  
4                Any idea who that person was?
  
5        A.   He said he was just here for Trump.  That's
  
6     what the other person said.
  
7        Q.   Got it.  But certainly not Mr. Crooks?
  
8        A.   No, no.  Absolutely not, no.
  
9        Q.   I just wanted to make the record clear on
  

10     it just being a person in the crowd.
  

11        A.   Yeah.
  

12        Q.   I think that was it.
  

13                :  Anything else you have?
  

14     BY :
  

15        Q.   Just very quickly.
  

16                Law enforcement relationships:  You
  

17     talked about a limited working relationship with
  

18     ESU, Butler Township; is that right?
  

19                Just to clarify, a limited professional
  

20     working relationship?  When needed, you work
  

21     together, but that's about it?
  

22        A.   Yeah.
  

23        Q.   What about EMS, the Emergency Management
  

24     folks?
  

25        A.   We don't really work with them unless we
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1     call them and need them.
  
2        Q.   Are you guys -- are there any like -- and,
  
3     again, speak only for yourself -- but are there
  
4     personal relationships in terms of going to similar
  
5     functions or other things where you guys
  
6     particularly mesh with one or two of those other
  
7     groups, or not really?
  
8        A.   Not really.
  
9        Q.   It seems very clear there was not a unified
  

10     command post.  My understanding, from what you just
  

11     said, is you expressed that concern to  and he
  

12     said he didn't know; is that right?
  

13        A.   Correct.
  

14        Q.   But his take was, "Hey, just let me know if
  

15     you need anything"?
  

16        A.   Correct.
  

17        Q.   Is that, from your experience, again,
  

18     having just done one of these rallies -- but in
  

19     your general law enforcement practice and
  

20     experience, is this something that is typical that
  

21     you would have that silent post, or would you think
  

22     it would be more normal for a deputy, who had
  

23     concern about the ground level, to have direct
  

24     access to PSP, Secret Service, other law
  

25     enforcement agencies?
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1        A.   I mean, I know there always has to be a
  
2     command post, but I just thought everybody would be
  
3     able to hear.  It wouldn't have to go through where
  
4     I would have to tell somebody, they would have to
  
5     tell somebody for it to get to the right person.
  
6        Q.   At that point, Sergeant , you deferred
  
7     to him in the command post because that's how the
  
8     structure has been set up?
  
9        A.   Correct.
  

10        Q.   All right.  That is all I have.  Good to
  

11     go.
  

12                :  We are off the record then
  

13     at 1544.
  

14                (Interviewee excused.)
  

15                (The interview concluded at 3:44 p.m.)
  

16                          - - - - -
  

17  
  

18  
  

19  
  

20  
  

21  
  

22  
  

23  
  

24  
  

25  
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