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TASK FORCE ON THE
ATTEMPTED ASSASSI NATI ON

OF DONALD J. TRUMP

| NTERVI EW OF:

Thur sday, Septenmber 12, 2024

Butl er, PA

The interview in the above matter was held

person, commencing at 8:57 a.m

n
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APPEARANCES:

For the Majority Counsel:

I Task Force Majority Senior Counsel

, Task Force Majority Seni or
Counsel

For the M nority Counsel:

, Legislative Attorney with the
Congressi onal Research Service

, Investigative Counsel with the Task

Force M nority

(Exhibits were retained by Task Force Majority
Seni or Counsel)

MAJORI TY EXHI BI T NO. PAGE
L. 16
e 27
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A 61
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B  oday is September 12th,
2024, and this is the transcribed interview of
]

House Resol ution 1367 directed this Task
Force to investigate the facts and circumstances of
the attenpted assassination of Donald J. Trunp on
July 13th, 2024, in Butler, Pennsylvani a. Pur suant
to House Resolution 1367, Chairman Kelly and
Ranki ng Member Crow have requested this interview
as part of the Task Force investigation.
BY

Q. Can the witness please state their name and

spell their last name for the record.

A I The |ast name
is spelled NG
Q. Thank you, IIININININIING
M name is | 2nd |’ ma Senior

Counsel with the Task Force Majority Staff. I want
to thank you for comng in today for this
interview. The Task Force recogni zes and
appreci ates that you are here voluntarily.

You are allowed to have an attorney
present to advise you during this interview. Do
you have an attorney present representing you in a

personal capacity with you today?
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A. No, | do not.
Q. Is there also an attorney present
representing the Butler County Sheriff's Office
t oday?
A. No, there is not.
B Next, starting with
Majority, then M nority, can additional staff
members pl ease introduce themselves with their
name, title, and affiliation.
Task Force Majority Senior Counsel.
B "I e
| egi sl ative attorney with the Congressi onal
Research Service, but I'm providing support to the
Task Force.
I B 0 oan
I nvestigative Counsel with the Task Force M nority.
B 'hank you, all.
BY
Q. I bcefore we begin, | would
l'i ke to go over the ground rules for this
intervi ew.
The way this interview will proceed is
as follows: The Majority and Mnority Staff wll

alternate asking you questions, 30 m nutes per side

LaGanba Reporting Services
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per round until each side is finished with their
questioning. The Majority Staff wll begin,
proceed for 30 m nutes, and then the Mnority Staff
will have 30 m nutes to ask questions. We will
then alternate back and forth in this manner until
bot h sides have no nmore questions.

If either side is in the mddle of a
specific line of questions, they may choose to end
a few m nutes past 30 m nutes to ensure conpletion
of that specific line of questioning, including any
pertinent foll ow-ups.

In this interview, while one menber of
the staff for each side may | ead the questions,
additional staff may ask questi ons.

There is a court reporter taking down
everything | say and everything you say to make a
written record of the interview. For the record to
be clear, please wait until the staffer questioning
you finishes each question before you begin your
answer, and the staffer will wait until you finish
your response before proceeding to the next
guesti on.

Further, to ensure the court reporter
can properly record this interview, please speak

clearly, concisely, and slowly. Also, the court

LaGanba Reporting Services
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reporter cannot record non-verbal answers such as
noddi ng or shaking your head; so, it's inmportant

t hat you answer each question with an audi bl e,

ver bal answer. Do you understand?
A. Yes.
Q. We want you to answer our questions in the

nmost conpl ete and truthful manner possible; so we
will take our time. If you have any questions or
do not fully understand the question, please |let us
know, and we will attenpt to clarify, add context
to, or rephrase our questions.

Do you understand?

A. Yes.

Q. I f we ask about specific conversations or
events in the past and you are unable to recall the
exact words or details, you should testify to the
substance of those conversations or events to the
best of your recollection.

If you recall only a part of a
conversation or event, you should give us your best
recoll ection of those events or parts of
conversations that you do recall.

Do you understand?

A. Yes.

Q. Al t hough you are here voluntarily, we will

LaGanba Reporting Services
www. | aganbar eporti ng. com (412) 458-0439




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

not swear you in. You are required pursuant to 18
U.S. Code Section 1001 to answer questions from
Congress truthfully. This also applies to

guestions posed by congressional staff in your

interview.
Do you understand?
A. Yes.
Q. If at any time you know ngly make false

statenments, you could be subject to crim nal
prosecuti on.

Do you understand?

A. Yes.

Q. Is there any reason you are unable to
provide truthful testinony in today's interview?

A. No.

Q. Pl ease note that if you wish to assert a
privilege over any statement today, that assertion
must conply with the U S. Rules of the U S. House
of Representatives.

For the Chair to consider assertions of
privilege over testinony or statements, w tnesses
or entities must clearly state the specific
privilege being asserted or the reason for the
assertion on or before the schedul ed date of

testi mony or appearance.

LaGanba Reporting Services
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Do you understand?

A. Can you reread that, please.

Q. For

the Chair to consider assertions of

privilege over testinony or statements, w tnesses

or entities

must clearly state the specific

privilege being asserted or the reason for the

assertion on or before the schedul ed date of

testi mony or appearance.

Do you understand?

A. Yes.

Q. Finally, I would like to note that the

cont ent of
We ask that
here today
i ndi vi dual

this invest

exhi bits us

what we di scuss today is confidential.
you not speak about what we discuss
in this interview to any outside

in order to preserve the integrity of
I gation.

For those same reasons, the marked

ed today will be provided to the court

reporter so that they may go into the official

transcri pt,

and any copies of those exhibits will

be returned to us when we wrap up.

t he end of
you need a

pl ease | et

We plan to take a five-m nute break at
each 30 m nutes of questioning, but if
| onger break or a break before that,

us know, and we are happy to
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acconmmodat e. However, to the extent that there is
a pendi ng question, we would ask that you finish
answering the question before we take a break.

Do you understand?

A. Yes.

Q. Do you have any other questions before we
begi n?

A. No.

B 't is now 9:02. Mijority

Staff will now begin its questioning.
BY I

Q. B ( hank you very nmuch for
bei ng here today. As an initial matter, can you
hel p us describe your role at the Butler Sheriff's
Of fice.

A. Yeah. | am the chief deputy.

Q. Okay. And what are your job
responsibilities as chief deputy?

A. My job responsibilities, | oversee the
operation of the office. It's nostly
adm ni strative duties assigned by the Sheriff.

Q. Uh- huh. When did you first |earn about the
July 13th event?

A. Monday of that week; so that would have

been -- | believe it was Monday, the 8th of July.

LaGanba Reporting Services
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2024.
Q. Uh- huh. And how did you becone aware of
t he event taking place?
A. From Sheriff |G
Q. Okay. And what were you told at that time?
A. That we would be attending a meeting in
Al | egheny County with the Secret Service.
Q. Uh- uh.
A. And he would be visiting -- Former
President Trump woul d be visiting the Butler Farm

Show grounds - -

Q. Uh- huh.

A. -- on July 13th.

Q. Uh- huh. Did you attend that meeting with
Sheriff IR

A. | did.

Q. Who all was there?

A. There was a | ot of people from al
di fferent agencies that were involved in the -- in
the rally.

Q. Uh- huh. And can you descri be what was

di scussed at that meeting.
A. It appeared to me they were trying to
establish the groundwork to see what resources were

avail abl e.
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Q Uh- huh.

A. They had breakout sessions --

Q Uh- huh.

A -- dependi ng on what specialized duties or
responsibilities that each agency may partake or
have or offer.

Q. Uh- huh.

A. So they broke out into those groups, and
then they canme together at the end, just a round
open di scussi on about what may take place or what
may be avail able to help, any agency could help or
assist in the event.

Q. Uh- huh. And at that meeting, what did you
understand the Sheriff's Office to be at the July
13th event?

A. That we would be assisting the Secret

Service and the Pennsylvania State Police with

security within -- within the event itself.
Q. So --
A. We weren't sure on that date what our exact

role on responsibility was going to be --

Q. Uh- huh.

A. -- not knowi ng what they were needing.

Q. Uh- huh. So after that -- that meeting, it
was uncl ear what the Sheriff's role would -- the

LaGanba Reporting Services
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Sheriff's Office role would be in the July 13th

event ?
A. Correct.
Q. Okay. At that meeting, who did you assunme

was in charge of the July 13th event?

A. A femal e secret service agent | NN
B o B Sonething like that.

Q. Uh- huh.

A. She facilitated the discussion.

Q. And did |l rrovide the briefing at the
meeting? Was she | eading the discussions?

A. Most | y. It appeared to nme that she may or
may not have had little or no information at the
time as far as the visit.

Q. Uh- huh. Did you attend any particul ar
breakout meeting that followed that initial meeting
with all the agencies?

A. Sur e. Sure. | rcequested | attend the
meeting with the folks that were going to be at the
airport. He was under the assumption that Former
Presi dent Trunmp would be flying into the Butler
County Airport, not the Pittsburgh International
Ai rport.

So once | found it was the Pittsburgh

I nternational Airport, because he had offered s
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deputy to assist in the notorcade, the notorcade
meeting was right next to the airport meeting, so |
went over and offered assistance, if needed, to the
not or cade meeti ng.

Q. Uh- huh.

A. Which was |l ed by the State Police and the

Secret Service as well.

Q. Okay. Did you attend any other breakout
meeti ngs - -

A. No.

Q. -- that day?

How | ong, roughly, did the nmeeting with
everyone and the breakout meetings |ast on that
date?

A. | -- 1 recall it to be an hour to an hour
and a hal f.

Q. Did you have any Secret Service counterpart
wor king in, you know, in tandemwith the Sheriff's
Office? Did you know who to report to or to
communi cate with fromthe Secret Service?

A. Ot her than M ss |l stating she was
overseeing it, no.

Q. Okay. So, total fromthe Sheriff's Office,
that initial meeting with Secret Service, it was

you attended, and did anyone else fromthe
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Sheriff's Office attend?

A. Sheriff IR
Q. Sheriff IR

| understand that there weren't a | ot of
known details at that time about the July 13th
event in terms of the setup. Can you describe what
details that were available to you guys at that
initial briefing.

A. Ot her than he was arriving at the
Pittsburgh International Airport, the State Police
and the Secret Service were facilitating the
mot orcade to the | ocation, and the agencies were
di scussi ng how they were going to secure what was
possi bly going to be needed to secure the Farm Show
grounds for his visit.

Q. Uh- huh.

A. The resources that they had.

Q. Was any paperwork di ssem nated by the

Secret Service at that briefing?

A. | didn't receive any.
Q. Did you receive any written gui dance?
A. | didn't receive anything.

Q. Uh- huh. Was there any Power Poi nt
presentation delivered for the groups there?

A. | don't believe.
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Okay.
They pulled up a map on Google on the big
screen and | ooked at the map to see what the area
| ooked |i ke but --
Q. Uh- huh. So that -- that briefing occurs on
what date?
A. That was | guess it would be July the 9th.

It was the Tuesday.

Q. Uh- huh.
A. Yes.
Q. Okay. Did you attend any -- before July

13th, did you attend any ot her briefings or
meetings that were | ed by Secret Service in
preparation for the July 13th event?

A. Yes.

Q. Can you describe those.

A. Yes. July 11th at 10:00 in the norning,
Sheriff |l asked that | attend the wal k-around
meeting with the Secret Service and the State
Police and ot her agencies at the Butler Farm Show
grounds to determ ne what resources were going to
be needed or requested to see how we coul d assi st.

Q. On July 10th, 10 a.m, the wal k-through, do
you recall who from Secret Service was | eading that

wal k-t hrough?
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A. It was July 11th.
Q. Sorry, July 11th. Do you recall what
Secret Service representative was | eading that

wal k-t hrough?

A I vos there, NN~ And

there was a couple others, but | don't recall their
names.
Q. | would like to introduce an exhibit for

the record. This will be Majority Exhibit 1. We
will use the map there.
(Majority Exhibit No. 1 was marked for

i dentification.)

Q. To the best of your recollection, can
you -- can you help us understand the path of the
wal k-t hrough on July 11th. | can give you --

A. Yes.

Q. -- a pen.

A. We met -- we met at the office at the main
entrance at the intersection in the -- inside the

fairground, inside the gates (indicating). W
started to wal k east toward the AGR buil di ng
bet ween the fences (indicating).

The discussions were | ed by Lieutenant

I ond Lieutenant . as wel | as
Secret Service Agent |G L cvtenant [N
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I rom Butler Township Police Department,

myself, Major | from the Pennsylvania

State Police, and | think there m ght have been

someone from 911 with us. It m ght have been i}
I 2t the time. | know he was up with us
at the end, but | don't know if he came up after if
he was -- | can't -- | can't recall.

Q. Uh- huh.

A | didn't -- | can't renmenber.

Q. Uh- huh.

A At any rate, we wal ked the perinmeter of

the -- between the two fences to determ ne where we
were going to station or we needed posts for to
mai ntain security.

Q. Uh- huh. And is that the extent of the path
of the wal k-through is between the fences there
goi ng east?

A. Correct. And we wal ked around the entire
conmpl ex (indicating).

Q. Ckay. Wuld you mnd with this pen just
tracing that wal k-through for us.

A. Uh- huh.

(Wtness drawi ng on exhibit.)
A. We got in between -- | can't remenber if it

was at this point or maybe it was (indicating).
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The pen is running out of ink there.
Q. Sorry. This m ght be better.
(Continuing to draw.)
A. Scratch that. Move it up this way

(i ndicating).

Q. Thank you so nmuch.
A. You're wel come.
Q. So, along the wal k-through -- 1"IIl just

keep it here for your reference in front of you.

A. Uh- huh.

Q. During the wal k-through, can you descri be
what was di scussed, you know, by local |aw
enforcement entities that were there, the Secret
Service. \What were you all doing on the
wal k-t hrough?

A. They were sharing concerns about where to
put the posts, how they were going to be manned.
It was determ ned that they were going to be in a
car. We determ ned how far apart would be, you
know, | ogistically reasonable with the

circunst ances.

Q. Uh- huh.

A. The main goal was to keep people from
jumping the fence. | mean, the fence -- | don't
know i f you' ve been out there, the fence is -- is
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ol d. lt's -- it's a fence, but it's, as far as
security goes, it's really just to keep people out.
It's not meant to be a barricade of really any big
significance.

But at any rate -- so, we |ooked at some
possi bl e vul nerabilities where people could sneak

in. Really, that's what our main thing was.

Q. Uh- huh.

A. That's what it appeared to ne.

Q. Uh- huh.

A. The discussions were, like, with the State
Police and the Secret Service, | shared a coupl e of

concerns but --

Q. Do you recall what concerns that you shared
with the Secret Service and State Police?

A. Yeah. \Whenever we were wal king -- whenever
we were doing the wal k-around, | just felt
personally that com ng in Brady Paul Lane just
seemed like a really unsecure area to bring a
mot orcade in there with the Former President of the
United States. Just nme personally.

Q. Uh- huh.

A. It seemed |like there was a | ot of places
t hat coul d be anmbushed.

Q. Uh-huh.
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A. But the State Police advised,
have someone wal k and make sure that,
not hi ng suspi ci ous.

Lieutenant |l sai d he
the residents there and he didn't see
anything; so --

Q. Were your concerns about that
satisfied before July 13th?

A. Coul d you repeat that.

Q. Were your concerns all eviated,

wel |, we'll

you know,

tal ked to al

an issue with

entrance

addr essed

bef ore the event took place on July 13th?

A. Yes. |l mean, | -- | -- 1| worked in | aw

enforcement in Butler County for 32 years.

Q. Uh- huh.

A. And, you know, | don't have any training in
dignitary protection other than -- other than nmy
background in law -- |ocal |aw enforcement here in

Butl er County; so --

You know, there were nmenbers from our

| ocal ESU teans there that have specialized

training in tactics beyond -- beyond ny training

and knowl edge.
Uh- huh.
So, they were doing their own

Q. Uh-huh.

wal k- ar ound.
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A. So | kind of felt that, you know, that's
what they were doing.

Q. Uh- huh. During the wal k-t hrough on July
11t h, at any point were concerns about the AGR
buil di ng di scussed?

A. | don't recall. | do recall Lieutenant
I having a discussion with the State Police
about what manpower he had available to him-- or
to them And he said that they were able to man
the control -- traffic control points for the
not or cade com ng in.

But beyond that, he did not have -- he
did not have the manpower to secure the property
around the AGR buil di ng.

Q. Uh- huh. Were -- were his concerns
addressed by Secret Service and State Police to
your knowl edge?

A. To nmy know edge, | -- you know, | mean, we
wer e wal ki ng around. But someti mes we were spread
out, and I didn't hear what everybody was saying.

Q. Uh- huh. During the wal k-through, were
t here any conversati ons about snipers or counter
sni pers?

A. | do recall them speaking of their teans

being in the building behind the stage.
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Q. And by "them "™ do you mean the Secret

Service?
A. Secret Service and the State Police, yes.
Q. Okay. Do you recall any discussions about
el evated surfaces, elevated -- elevated positions
as -- as possible vulnerabilities for the event?
A. | don't recall
Q. Thanks.

Have you ever worked an event |ike a
campaign rally for a presidential candi date before?

A. In 2020, President Trunp came, visited the
county at the Butler County Airport. | was a
sergeant at the time working a K9, and | was
assigned to a post outside of the airport grounds.

Q. Uh- huh. And for your assignment to the
post at the 2020 rally, who did you assume was in
charge of planning that event?

A. | was given -- | was assigned a post from
then-Chief -- Chief Deputy |l Sc ! m not
sure where he got his directives from

Q. Thank you.

Can you descri be any -- any briefings or
materials that followed the July 11th wal k-t hrough.

A. Yes. After we determned -- or they

determ ned how many posts that the Sheriff's Office

LaGanba Reporting Services
www. | aganbar eporti ng. com (412) 458-0439




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

23

woul d be able to fill, Lieutenant | ] s2 d

I will put together a -- post assignnents, so and
so forth, and e-mail themto you and we can -- and

then | could assign our staff appropriately.

So, on Friday, | received that from him
in the norning around 10 via e-mail. | made the
assignments with our -- with our staff and e-mil ed

it to the staff, and himas well so he knew who was
going to be working where and what.

Q. Uh- huh. Can you describe the assignments
t hat you assigned for the Sheriff's Office that
day.

A. Yes. It was determ ned that they were
going to stagger the Pennsylvania State Police with
the Butler County Sheriff's Office around -- around
the perinmeter. | think there were approxi mtely
five posts that we manned around with the State
Police. So I --

Q. Uh- huh. For -- one particular post for
Sergeant |l was in the | ocal command post
trailer.

A. Ri ght .

Q. Do you recall assigning that post?

A. Yeah, | assigned that post. W wanted to

put someone in the command center; so | -- him
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being a supervisor, | -- | assigned himto that
post .

Q. Did you know before the July 13th event
that there would be a separate Secret Service
command post?

A. Yes.

Q. When did you know that -- of that

determ nation that there would be --

A. In the wal k- around.

Q. In the wal k-around on July 11th?

A. Uh- huh.

Q. Can you descri be how the Secret Service

command post was descri bed conpared to the | ocal
command trailer.

A. | merely recall that the Secret Service and
the State Police were going to have a command post
in the office and the county was going to bring
their mobile command post, and it was going to be
stati oned down by what they call the barns down

here (indicating) behind the Paul Brady FOP Lodge.

Q. Do you recall who nmade that decision?

A. | don't know who made the decision. That's
just what | heard was going to be going on. So who
determ ned that, | couldn't tell you.

Q. Uh- huh.
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heard it front?
THE W TNESS: It was in general
di scussi on whenever we were doing the wal k-around.

Q. Had you worked in a setting before where
there was two separate command posts?

A. No.

Q. What was the rationale for having the | ocal
command post and the Secret Service command post
separate?

A. Il -- I don't know.

Q. Uh- huh. Was that discussed at all during
t he wal k-t hrough on July 11t h?

A. | would assume that it wasn't together
because there wasn't enough room

Q. Uh- huh.

A. | woul dn't know. I*ve only worked a
handful of details when there was a command post,
and, generally, there's only been one.

Q. Uh- huh. And do you recall when
communi cations for the July 13th event were first

di scussed?

A. | don't recall
Q. Do you recall --
A. | didn't learn of any frequency assignnents
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until the nmorning of the event when | arrived.
Q. Uh- huh.
A. | assumed and knew that the Sheriff's

Office would be communicating on our own channel
Q. Uh- huh. If you had to get in contact with
Secret Service on July 13th, did you know how you

woul d get in touch with Secret Service?

A. Well, they were -- they were everywhere --
Q. Uh- huh.
A. -- within -- within the event. So, it

wasn't terribly hard to find one if you needed one.

Q. Uh- huh. How would you radio to the Secret
Service official?

A. | would probably -- if -- if | wasn't near
one, | would probably have to radio to Sergeant
I '» the command post.

Q. Uh- huh. Did you know who all was in the
| ocal command post trailer prior to the event?

A. Il -- I know of a few that were in there,
but | can't say who all was in the command post.

Q. Uh- huh. Did you receive any briefing
mat eri als or diagrams or slides or aerial pictures
prior to the July 13th event?

A. Just the instructions, the map, and

assignments from Lieutenant i from the State
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Pol i ce.
Q. Uh- huh. | would like to introduce Exhi bit
2, the Majority, for the record.
(Majority Exhibit No. 2 was marked for

identification.)

Q. Do you recogni ze this docunent?
A. This is the second time |1've seen this
document. The first time | was talking with the

trooper at a post at the main gate, and we were
just talking. And he pulled it out to show ne a
few things. But it appeared that this document
bei ng the operational plan for the event.

Q. Uh- huh. Do you recall when you had that

conversation with that state trooper? Was that on

July 13th?
A. It was.
Q. All right. And what -- what led you to

consult with the state trooper about the
operational plan fromthe State Police Department?
A. | don't recall. | think it was just

general conversation about something, and he --

Q. Uh- huh.
A. -- he pulled it fromhis vehicle, and I
t hought, oh.
Q. Uh- huh. Do you know if any officers from
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the Sheriff's Office had seen this document prior
to July 13th?

A. I can't answer that. Not to my knowledge.

Qw Can you talk us through your arrival at the
campaign rally site on July 13th and what your role
and responsibilities would be on that day.

A. Yes. I arrived around 10:30 a.m. I wanted
to get there before the deputies got there.
Sergeant [Jjjjj and I both pretty much arrived at the
same time.

My role and responsibility was to ensure
that the -- I didn't -- we didn't have anyone

floating to give my staff breaks throughout the

day, so that was going to be my -- my post --

Q- Uh-huh.

A. -- to relieve and fill in whatever needs
filled in. I was an available person, as well as

support for Sergeant [jj if that was needed.

Q. Uh-huh.

A. With Sergeant [j being a supervisor and
him being able to work the detail, I didn't want to

tie my hands to that post. I wanted to be

available for -- for my staff.
@s Uh-huh.
A. I was essentially the OIC for us. I mean,

LaGamba Reporting Services
www.lagambareporting.com (412) 458-0439




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

29

the Sheriff was obviously there. He is our CEO of

our agency, but he was busy doing his -- his thing.
Q. And "OlI C," that means officer in charge?
A. Correct.

Q. Thank you.
On Exhibit 1 -- on Exhibit 1, can you
describe to us where you were |ocated on July 13th
at your post. Were you around the canmpaign site,

were you at one particul ar spot?

A. When the shooting took place?

Q. In general throughout the day.

A. In general, | was all over the place.

Q. Uh- huh.

A. It literally took me an hour and a half to

make the perimeter to relieve my guys and girls.

Q. Uh- huh. And were you -- were you wal ki ng
or --

A. | was in a vehicle.

Q. Vehi cl e.

A. We were able to drive vehicles around.

Q. Uh- huh.

A. And with the heat, it was great because
we -- our staff was nmostly able to stay in the air

conditioning, and it made us nmore nmobile --

Q. Uh-huh.
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A. -- in that area.

Q. Were there other vehicles manned by | ocal
police entities, Secret Service, that were
traveling around the canpaign grounds -- the

canpaign rally grounds during the day?

A In the inner perimeter?

Q Uh- huh.

A. Yes.

Q What entities were also mobile?

A There was a magni tude of golf carts that

were being used by the Secret Service, the State

Pol i ce.

Q. Uh- huh.

A. And | don't know ot her agencies that had
them | -- | can't answer that.

Q. Uh- huh. For your comunications for July

13th, were you in possession of a radio that you
woul dn't originally have that day? Did you receive
any personal radios from any other |ocal police

entity or Secret Service?

A. No.
Q. There were reports that there were personal
radi os | ocated near, in the |ocal command post

trailer that were avail able for Secret Service

officials. Are you aware of those reports?
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A. Just after the event, | heard that they
wer e avail abl e.

Q. Uh- huh. At your initial briefing with
Secret Service and other |ocal |aw enforcement
entities on July 9th or at the wal k-through on July
11t h, were you advised on any situation when you
should directly reach out to Secret Service?

A. No.

Q. Did Secret Service participate in any
briefings or wal k-throughs with the Sheriff's
Office on the day of the event?

A. No. Did you -- which entities? The Secret
Service?

Q. Secret Service.

A. No.

BY I

Q. Did the Sheriff's Office have an internal
meeting on the day of the event?

A. No. | had a discussion with Lieutenant
I (o sce if they were going to have a
debriefing meeting type before the beginning of the
event, and he said no, he was going to advise his
troopers to respond to their posts by 10:45. He
was going to talk with them about what their roles

and responsibilities were going to be, but there
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wasn't going to be an official briefing meeting at
t he begi nni ng.

So | said, okay. So |I advised our
deputies what their responsibilities were going to
be, where to respond. | did have two deputies that
weren't famliar with maybe where their posts were
going to be; so | got there early, and |I took them
to their posts, talked to them about what we needed
to do.

After that, once all the deputies and
troopers were on their posts, Lieutenant [l
B and | -- actually, | junped in his car, and
we rode around and reaffirmed and spoke with
everyone at their posts.

Q. Were any of your team responsi ble for
magnet omet ers or screening?

A. We had a deputy assigned to assist the two
troopers at that | ocation.

Q. And what about expl osive ordnance disposal ?

A. We didn't have anyone assigned for that.

Q. What about K9 assets?

A. We didn't have any of that either.

Q. And for your description of the -- the
wal k -- the brief overview with your deputy

sheriffs, you mentioned how to respond at their
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posts. What did you -- what do you mean by that?
A. Li ke, what their roles and responsibilities
were going to be. W didn't want anyone -- we were

more concerned with someone comng in that didn't
go through the magnetometers. So their role was to
make sure that the people didn't come in, and if

t hey needed assi stance, they were supposed to reach
out via radio.

Q. How woul d you descri be the inner perinmeter
versus the outer perimeter?

A. It was al mpost -- the inner perimeter
obviously is within the whole fence of the Farm
Show, and then they have another Iine of fences
kind of Iike the inner perimeter. lt's a -- it
varied nmostly.

Probably 75 yards in wi dth, you know,
around most of the grounds, with the exception of
once you neet the -- on the west side of the
buil di ng, or west side of the property, it's pretty
wooded and there isn't -- it kind of goes down to
one fence, because the Farm Show grounds use that
area for parking whenever they have the Farm Show.

B hark you. That's it

for us.

B V¢ can go off the record.
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(Di scussi on was held off the record.)
BY

Q. Well, thank you for being here. W really
appreciate you making the time to talk to us.

How many of these formal investigative
interviews have you done since July 13th?

A. This is probably my fourth one.

Q. Fourt h. Can you say who you did those
interviews with.

A. The first interview was conducted by the
State Police and the FBI. Maybe only three.
There's -- there have been some informal ones in
the Sheriff's Office with some people but -- and

then the second one woul d have been with anot her

comm ttee. | assume it was another branch of you
fol ks.
Q. Uh- huh. Do you recall if it was the Senate

part of the House?

A. | don't recall

Q. OCkay. So, you had said that you've
participated in a handful of details of this |evel.
| don't know if they were all political rallies,
but can you say a little bit what your past
experience with these types of big events was.

A. The first one | tal ked about was in 2020
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when President Trump canme to Butler Airport.
Q. Yep.
A. Vice President Pence cane to Oberg
I ndustries after -- that m ght have been -- that

was before 2020. | don't remenber what year he

came to Oberg. It mght have been that year prior.

Probably an el ection year, |1'm sure.

And | was a sergeant at the tine. I
went with the Sheriff, and he had -- he assigned
me -- he and | were there, as well as | think we

had two ot her deputies out just doing traffic

control .

Q. Uh- huh.

A. And | was in the command post on that
event .

Q. Okay.

A. And then the July 13th event this year.

Q. And did you have a planning role in any of
those earlier events --

A. No.

Q. -- or was it -- no. Okay.

And was there, you know, just in your

experience, was there anything that stands out as
di fferent about the approach to this July 13th

event as opposed to those earlier events that we
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just tal ked about from sort of a planning
perspective?
A. Well, clearly when President Trump came and

he was president, there was a | ot of security.

Q. Yeah.

A. It was very secure. This one seenmed very
| oose to me. But, you know, | didn't have a | ot
of -- 1 don't have a |l ot of experience in planning
these; so | -- you know.

Q. Okay. So, it seenms |like there were nore

resources there avail able when President Trunp came

in 2020 as opposed to the July 13th rally?

A. Yes.
Q. So, who would you say was in charge of
Sheriff's personnel at the July 13th event? | know

Sheri ff - was t here. But was he there in sort

of an unofficial capacity?

A. No. He -- he's ultimately in charge al
the tinme.
Q. Uh- huh.
A. But he had assigned me to oversee our staff

and the resources that we were providing.
Q. Okay. So he had specifically del egated
sort of planning responsibility --

A. Yes.
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-- and operational?

A. And | reported back to himw th what was
goi ng on for approval.

Q. Okay. Going back to those early nmeetings
with Secret Service and the Pennsylvania State
Police, | think July 8th/July 9th, would you say
t hat Secret Service or the State Police were
assigning the Sheriff's Office a role?

A. Yes.

Q. And did you have any input in that role at

that early stage?

A. | know what resources we had avail able; so,
| offered those resources, and they utilized that.

Q. Okay.

A. Actually, it was they needed | ess than we

had avail abl e.

Q. They needed | ess than you had avail abl e?
A. Uh- huh.
Q. And just to confirm on something that you

said earlier, you had not received a Pennsylvania
State Police ops plan prior to July 13th?

A. The only portion of the ops plan that |
received, and | noticed it after the trooper showed
me because we were tal king about our assignments,

maybe was the map of assignments. This -- these
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two pages (indicating) was what | received fromthe

State Police.

Q. Uh- huh.
A. Via e-mai | .
Q. Okay.

B Just for the record, the

two pages are?
THE W TNESS: Pages 4 and 5.

B  FPaoes 4 and 5 of what was

introduced as Majority Exhibit No. 2.

A. That's what | used to assign our deputies,
and what that's what | e-mailed our deputies --

Q. Ri ght .

A. -- as far as who was going to be where and

what their roles were going to be.

Q. Okay. Did you find that to be odd at al
that you did not receive an operations plan from
t he Pennsylvania State Police, or was that --

A. Yes and no. We had assisted the State
Police -- we do it every year. Slippery Rock
Uni versity has a homecom ng cel ebration, and
usually in the evening it gets a little crazy; so,
we have assisted themin the past for many years.

It varies fromyear to year. Typically

they want us there to assist themif they have to
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make arrests because we have some transport
vehi cl es that can haul nore than -- you know,
mul tiple people.

Q. Uh- huh.

A. And -- and |'ve seen their operational

pl ans for those events. They've shared them at

that point in tinme. Maybe -- maybe they just felt
that we didn't need -- need the whole plan.

Q. Uh- huh.

A I don't know.

Q. Okay.

A | know -- 1've known Lieutenant |l for

a long time, and I don't think he's someone that
woul d keep anything fromus intentionally. | think
he just gave us what we needed.

Q. Yeah. So you and Lieutenant |l wor K

toget her regularly?

A. | wouldn't say regularly. I "ve just known
hi m He's a |l ocal -- he grew up here --

Q. OCkay.

A. -- in Butler County.

Q. Uh- huh.

A. l"ve just known hima |long time.

Q. Uh- huh. OCkay.

A. He's al ways been fair and professional.
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Q. Okay.

A. Uh- huh.

Q. So, in those -- in those previous events,
the Pence event, the 2020 Trunmp event, the -- did

you say Slippery Rock University?

A.

Q.

(W tness nods).

Do you recall whether there was a single

uni fi ed command post at these events?

A.

Q.

Ther e was.

So is that -- is that pretty standard at a

| arge event, to have a unified comnmand post, from

your perspective?

A.

Q.

Yes.

Do you know how many Sheriff's personnel

were assigned to the July 13th rally?

A.

Yes. | believe we had, including nmyself,

seven of us.

Q.
A.

ei ght,

Seven.
There was five -- including me, probably

because we had five posts around the

peri meter, one at the magnetoneter, and one in the

command post.

Q.

Okay. And you had mentioned that you had

addi ti onal staff avail able, but that it wasn't

requested?
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A. We -- right.
Q. I's that typical? | mean, would -- would
t he Pennsylvania -- sorry. That request came from

Pennsyl vania State Police or U S. Secret Service?

A. The Secret Service and the State Police |
guess - -

Q. Uh- huh.

A. -- in conjunction with our wal k-around

determ ned how many posts we were going to need,
determ ned we were going to do every other post.

Q. Okay.

A. Which | thought was reasonabl e because the
two posts could drive together and comunicate; so
it wasn't |like -- even though we don't have radio
comms together, and phone nunbers were provided on
(indicating) -- on this sheet of the troopers that
wer e assigned to the post.

Q. Uh- huh.

A. So there was that, and "This is how many we
could do." "You have that many?" | said,
"Absolutely."” So we assigned them appropriately
t hat was requested.

Q. Okay. And sheriff deputies were assigned
not just to that field in between the two fences,

but all the way around the entire perimeter of the
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event ?
A.

west si
Q.
A.

Yeah. We had some stationed around the
de of the property as well.
Okay.

Not just in between the fence -- in between

t he fences.

Q.
I n that
A.

Q.

A.

Q.

And for the -- for the deputies that were
field between the fences --

Uh- huh.

-- they were in their cars or they were --
Yes.

And did you direct themto be in their

cars, or was that sort of just a discretionary

decision; it was hot?

A.

Yes. It made them more nobil e because

there was quite a bit of --

Q. So you didn't --

A. So, yeah, their discussion was, well, we'l
put -- we'll man around the inner perimeter --

Q. OCkay.

-- with the post, and they will be in their

cars.

Q. So they were told to be in their cars?

A. Uh- huh.

Q. Do you remenber who told themto be in
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their cars?

A. Il -- 1 don't recall.

Q. Okay. Can you talk just a little bit more
about the selection of Sergeant i to be in
the -- in the command post.

A. Uh- huh.

Q. Just your general thinking on that.

A. Yeah. So Sergeant |l ' s. you know, he's
probably 30-sone years in |aw enforcement. He's
wor ked for us | want to say since 2015. He retired
fromthe VA Police Department. He's an Air Force
vet er an. He' s organized, he's articulate, he's
professional. That's why we pronoted himto one of

our supervisory positions.

Q. Uh- huh.

A. More than capable of manning that post; so
I had no concerns of him being -- being in the
post .

Q. Okay. And do you know, did he have
experience in that type of a setting, in a --
guess in a command post?

A. | can't answer that, if he's had experience
in that or not specifically.

Q. Okay. Did you -- did you consider putting

yourself in the command post?

LaGanba Reporting Services
www. | aganbar eporti ng. com (412) 458-0439




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

44

A. Uh- huh, 1 did.

Q. And what was your thinking behind the
deci sion not to do that?

A. | wanted to be in a position to -- to
assi st our staff, to make decisions, and | didn't
want to be tied down in the conmand post.

Q. Did you --

A. If he had -- |I'm sorry.

Q. No. Pl ease go ahead.

A. | f Sergeant [ had not volunteered to
work, 1 -- 1 wouldn't have put a deputy in the
command post, | would have been in the command
post .

Q. Uh- huh. Okay.

A. Not that we didn't have a deputy that could
have handled it. Because the one deputy that
volunteered to work is a retired corporal fromthe
State Police, and I'm sure he's worked command
posts in his -- in his career. He would have been
a candi date as well but --

Q. Okay. And did Sergeant [Jjjiil. Yyou know,
express any concern about having this position?
Did he --

A. No. He was -- | think he was flattered

that | asked himto go in there.
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Q. Al right. Just a couple -- just, | guess,
ki nd of general command structure questions.

Who did you view as in ultimte control

of this -- who was in ultimte command?

A. Secret Service.

Q. Secret Service?

A. Uh- huh.

Q. And then who would you say you were
receiving directives from? Was it -- were you
getting --

A. Li eut enant |GGG

Q Wth Pennsylvania State Police?

A Uh- huh.

Q And were you in contact with Lieutenant
I throughout that day, or was it nmostly just
during the planning neetings?

A. He shared with me -- well, | had his

personal cell phone, but he also gave me his cell

phone nunber. | guess it was assigned by the State
Pol i ce.

Q. Uh- huh.

A. Which | didn't use it until after the
event .

Q. OCkay.

A. | -- yeah.

LaGanba Reporting Services
www. | aganbar eporti ng. com (412) 458-0439



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

46

Q. "1l transition there to conmmuni cati ons.
So, you had a radio?
| did.

Is that correct?

> o >

Uh- huh.

Q. And was that radio on the Sheriff's

channel ?
A. It was.
Q. And woul d that radio have had access to the

ops 3 and ops 4 channels that some of the other --
A. Yes.
Q. Did you ever -- do you just keep it on the
Sheriff's channel or do you scan?
A. No. | was scanning 3 and 4.
Q. Okay. And obviously your radio had the

capability to do that if you were --

A. Ri ght .

Q. Since you were doing it?

A. Correct.

Q. And then how were you comunicating with
your -- with your deputies around the perimeter?
Was it mostly sort of physically I'"'m-- 1"mdriving
around, I'mvisiting you and tal king that way, or
were you - -

A. They would reach out via radio if they
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needed a break.

Q. Uh- huh.

A. Or Sergeant [ woul d reach out to me via
radi o.

Q. And t hat would have been on the Sheriff's
channel ?

A. Ri ght . | was continuously driving around
checking on them (indicating).

Q. Uh- huh. And how was it driving around the

grounds? | mean, was it easy to --
A. Yes.
Q -- nmove around?
A. It was.
Q So there weren't people or fences in the

way that were creating problens?
A. No. The people -- the people were being
funneled in, but fromthe magnetometers to the

st age area.

Q. Uh- huh.

A. Which | had no need or reason to go within
t hat area. | did relieve the deputy at the
magnet onmeters twi ce; so, | stood in there where he
was -- where he was stationed.

Q. Uh- huh. OCkay. So you would actually --

you would -- you would actually relieve these
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deputies by taking on their duties for a period of

time --
A. Yeah, so they could use the restroom
Q. -- so they could get a drink?
A. Yeah. You know, it was -- as you know, it

was very hot that day.
Q. Yeah.
A. Unfortunately or fortunately, we have an

ol der staff with the type of work that we do.

Q. Uh- huh.
A. A lot of retired police officers come to us
| ooking for -- for enmploynment after they retire.

And, you know, we don't respond to police calls, we
work just pretty much a study shift of daylight.

We do have some younger staff, and | did
assign our younger guys a post that | knew they
woul d be outside and could maybe handl e the heat
better than others.

Q. Ri ght. Okay. And did you have any radio
communi cations with Secret Service --

A. No.

Q. -- that day?

One ot her question about that 2020 Trunp
event . It's our understanding that at that event,

deputies were paired with Secret Service agents.
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Do you remenber that at all?

A. Il -- 1 was not.

Q. You were not?

A. | do know a deputy -- we were both
sergeants at the time -- Sergeant [l was paired

with a Secret Service agent, and they were nobile
addressing issues.

Q. OCkay. Did you have an operations plan?
Was there a Sheriff's Office operations plan?

A. Just these pages, four and five
(i ndicating).

Q. That you received from the Pennsylvani a
State Police?

A. Ri ght .

Q. So, how -- how would you say you
communi cated the duties and obligations to your
deputies for that day? There wasn't a -- you
didn't do an early nmorning briefing, but you met
with then?

A. Via e-mail. There was a handful of them
and so | just called and tal ked with each one.

Q. Okay.

A. Or spoke to themin person on that Friday.

Q. Okay. Sorry to go back to one

communi cation question. Do you have FirstNet on
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your phone?

A. | do.

Q. Do you know, do all your deputies have

FirstNet on their phones?

A. | can't answer that. | don't think they

do.
But they --
They all do not, | know.

The Sheriff's Office doesn't --

-- mandate it or require it or provide it?

Uh- huh.

Did you have any cell phone issues on the

13t h?
A. | don't recall having any issues.
Q. Okay.

| used my cell phone at the beginning and

at the end.

Q. Okay.

A. Because nmy -- ny nephew was inside.
wanted to make sure he was okay.

Q. Absol utely. Absolutely.

A Sorry.
Q. Do you want -- do you need a m nute?
A No. |'m good.

Q
A
Q
A. Mandate it or require it or provide it.
Q
A
Q

So

LaGanba Reporting Services
www. | aganbar eporti ng. com (412) 458-0439




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

51

Q. Okay. Earlier in the day, were you ever
| ooki ng for drones?

A. No.

Q. Did the Pennsylvania State Police ever ask
you to |l ook for drones?

A. No.

Q. And you didn't see -- did you see any
drones that day?

A. | don't recall seeing any drones.

Q. Were you in the trailer, the |ocal command
trailer, at all?

A. | stepped in on occasion.

Q. And when you did that, did you -- did you

talk with Sergeant |Jjjij° Was that the purpose of --

A. Yeah. I mainly would stop and talk with
hi m
Q. Uh- huh.

But a lot of times he would wal k outside of
the command post. That was prior to President
Trump's -- Former President Trump's arrival.

Q. Okay.

A. Uh- huh.

Q. During that day, did -- did you receive any
concerns about people around the AGR buil ding?

A. | know there was a | ot of people over
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t here. | -- closer to Trump's arrival, | heard
there was a suspicious person that they were
| ooki ng for over there, but that's -- he was a
suspi ci ous person.

The deputies had a photograph of him

didn't have a photograph of him | wasn't --

Sergeant i was trying to send via e-mail -- or

via text, but his phone was not functioning very

wel | .

Q. Uh- huh.

A. So he was able to get on e-mail and e-mail
themall, | guess, information about this
i ndi vi dual .

Q. Okay.

A. But that's all -- that's all | knew.

Q. Okay. So Sergeant i could e-mail but

not text?

A. Apparently because of the WFi that was set

up in the command post.

Q. Oh. Uh- huh. Do you have any idea whet her

Sergeant [ had FirstNet on his phone?

A. | don't think he does because he was

conpl ai ni ng about having cell phone issues all day.

Q. Yeah. You nmentioned this just briefly,

when did you becone aware of | aw enforcement

but
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| ooki ng for a suspicious person with a rangefinder?

A. | didn't hear about a rangefinder until
after the event.

Q. Until after?

A. Uh- huh.

Q. So when did you hear about interest in a
suspi ci ous mal e?

A. l"'m sorry?

Q. When did you hear about interest in a
suspi cious male then, or did you hear about
interest in a suspicious male?

A. It was either through a conversation with
Sergeant i or ny travels checking on the
deputi es between the Farm Show grounds and the AGR
buil di ng (indicating). I can't recall
specifically.

Q. And do you know -- do you have any -- a

guess at about what time that would have been?

A. | don't recall
Q. And, |'m sorry, | know you mentioned this
already, did -- did you receive the pictures that

were texted of this suspicious person?
A. | didn't see a picture of the individua
until after the event.

Q. Until after.
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A. | was assisting the Butler Township Police
establishing a perimeter over at the AGR buil ding
al ong Route 68, | guess that would be on the north
end of the property, and they showed me a picture
of himon their phone. That's the first | saw a
picture of him

Q. Yeah. And this was well after the
shooti ng?

A. Oh, yeah. Yeah.

Q. Did you know during the day that Sergeant
I was having issues distributing those pictures

to the sheriff deputies?

A. I know he was having cell phone issues, but
| can't -- | can't -- | can't either confirm or
deny.

Q. Okay.

A. I know he ended up sending them by e-nmail
but | can't remember when | |earned that's how he

got it to them
Q. OCkay. And so the process for |earning
about this suspicious male, you came to that
information it sounds |like fromtalking to either
Sergeant [Jjij or deputies around the perimeter?
A. Yeah. More so after the event, honestly.

Q. Uh-huh.
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A. Once | was over with the Butler Township

Police establish -- you know, maintaining that

perimeter, that's when | really | earned the nmost --

Q. Okay.
A. -- about the suspicious

wer e wor ki ng on.

persons that they

Q. So you --
A. | didn't know they were working it prior to
t hat .

Q. Yeah. So you didn't hear any of the radio

chatter on -- on the other channels, on ops 3 or

ops 4?2

A. Alittle bit. But, you

Prior -- prior to Trump -- prior

know, a little bit.

to For mer

President Trump taking the stage, Sheriff |

invited me back behind -- behind the stage for a

time. They had a nmeet-and-greet

Trunp. So | attended that, and

with President

| did turn my radio

off when | was in that area. Then after he came

out, | turned nmy radi o back on.

Q. Do you know what time that meet-and-greet

was about ?
A. That was probably ten m
taki ng the stage.

Q. Ten m nutes prior?

nutes prior to him
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A. Ten or fifteen m nutes.
Q. Do you remember who was at that meet-and-
greet? MWas it just you and Sheriff |Jjjjj and --

A. No. It was nmyself, Sheriff |} the

State Police Lieutenants |}l 2 IR
B Licutenant | from Butler

Township Police Department, and there were several

ot her people there.

Q. Those several other people --
A. | don't recall who they were.
Q. Yeah. Do you recall if there were any

Secret Service folks there?

A. Oh, yeah.

Q. Yeah.

A. | mean, they were within the --

Q. Yeah.

A. -- area, yeah.

Q. OCkay. How | ong do you think that nmeet-and-

greet | asted?

A. | was the first one to go. I shook his
hand, they took a picture, and | |eft.

Q. OCkay.

A. About ten seconds.

Q. Ten seconds. Okay.

So, did you -- | nmean, it sounds |iKke
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because -- it sounds |like you weren't really aware
of the suspicions around this person near the AGR
buil di ng because you were nonitoring the Sheriff's
channel

A. | was. | heard the Township police working
somet hi ng, but --

Q. Okay.

A. -- | didn't know what it was. | wasn't
even sure where they were at --

Q. Yeah. Uh- huh.

A -- when --

Q. And so --

A | probably won't scan all those channels
again because it got to be very confusing

| ogi stically.

Q. Uh- huh.
A. You know, once the shots were fired, |
heard the shooter was down, | didn't know where

t hey were.

Q. Yeah.

A. | didn't know if they were in -- obviously
if they were out -- | didn't know.

Q. Yeah.

A. It was confusing. I won't do that again
probably.
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Q. Do you know, is there any -- is there a
standard protocol for scanning radio channels? |
mean, is that something that officers are
encouraged to do?

A. Well, we're all -- we all take the training
FEMA offers, you know, for unified conmand.

Q. Uh- huh.

A. Ri ght? MWhich is the whol e purpose of
havi ng the command post; so --

Did I answer your question or no?

Q. Yes. Yes.

So, at any point prior to hearing the
shots, did you have any reason to make your way
towards the AGR buil di ng?

A. | had no reason at that point, no.

Q. And then where -- so where were you when
you heard the shots?

A. Well, after the meet-and-greet, | was with
a couple other | aw enforcement partners that |'ve
known forever, and they were standing behind --
behi nd the bl eachers, behind the stage, kind of to
the west side of the stage between -- between the
stage and the main tent where President Trunp drove
in to.

They had backed up one of their SUVs to
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where they actually ended up taking himout, and |

was pretty much standing right there whenever the

shots were fired.

Q. Okay. Did you --

A. Once the shots -- once the shots were
fired, | heard a loud hissing. So |I went around to
where the speakers were, the hydraulic |ines were.

t hought they expl oded because the speakers were

com ng down. There was fluid spraying all over the

pl ace. And then | put two and two together that it

was shots fired.

It was really confusing because | guess

whenever President -- and then | kind of worked mnmy

way toward -- not toward the AGR building, but in

that vicinity on the other side of the stage, and

then | heard the crowd cheering. It was just odd.

Because even though | was back there, | don't

recall seeing President Trunp | eave.

Q. Uh- huh.

A. But, anyway.

Q. Woul d you -- would you mind -- | think the
Maj ority has introduced the -- that map as Exhibit
1.

A. Uh- huh.

Q. Would you mnd -- | guess, is it all right
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if I stand up so | can see?
A. Yeah.
Q. Can you point out where the neet-and-greet

was, and then after that, where you were when the
shots were fired.
A. The meet-and-greet was in the tents right

here (indicating).

Q. Uh- huh.
A. So | exited, and | wal ked around to here
(i ndicating). My original -- my original post, |

was over with the command post (i ndicating). I
t hought | would just stand over there, and if

Sergeant [ needed me or if | needed to do

somet hing, | would be avail abl e.
Q. Uh- huh.
A. Not knowi ng where I m ght be needed or what

m ght need to be done.

Q. Uh- huh.

A. So | was here (indicating). When the shots
were fired, | kind of worked my way toward this way
once | learned that the shots were com ng from over

here (indicating) because | saw, you know, people
running this way (indicating), |aw enforcenent
officers running toward the AGR building. All |

had on me was ny pistol. | did not have any type
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of long gun or anything like that.

So then | was | ooking for where |I m ght
be needed. They were carrying a gentleman over to
a Secret Service van that was parked right there
(indicating). So |I provided security, went over

and assisted themwith the man that was shot over

t here.
Q. Okay.
B S, you've been marking
it. Per haps you could just mark with a star for

the record where you were when shots were fired.

THE W TNESS: Sure.

B  'hank you.

B If it's all right with ny
col | eagues, we can mark this as Mnority Exhibit A.

(Mnority Exhibit A was marked for
identification.)

B O<ay.

B  Absolutely. And thank you.
BY I

Q. And, sir, could you briefly denote the

direction you went after you had referenced noving
west ward. Could you denote that on the map with an
arrow, perhaps?

A. You mean once the shots were fired?
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Q. You had mentioned generally follow ng a
particul ar direction because of the audi ence or

sonme ot her crowd of people noving in a particular

di rection.
A. | saw people carrying a wounded gentl eman
to the van. | s that what you were referring to?

Q. No. But - -

A. Oh. | saw | aw enforcement officers running
towards the AGR buil ding, and a couple of nmy
col l eagues, Lieutenant |l and stuff, were
taking a position up -- there was a piece of
equi pment there. He was taking cover behind it.
So | kind of went that way, and | also heard on the
radio that the shooter was down; so --

Q. And could you mark what that way is perhaps
with an arrow.

A. Sur e.

(W tness drawi ng).

BN Thank you.
_: | think with that, we're

about out of time; so we can go off the record.
(Di scussion was held off the record.)
(Recess was taken.)

BY

Q. Majority Exhibit 2, which is the
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Pennsyl vania State Police operational plan, | know
t hat you mentioned that you recall seeing Page 4,
which is the map, and Page 5, which is the post
assi gnment | og.

A. Uh- huh. On Page 4, on the map, there are

numberi ngs of different posts.

A Uh- huh.

Q. Do you recogni ze those on the docunent?
A | do.

Q. And correspondi ngly, there's post

assignments on the bottom of Page 4 and Page 5 that
l'ist out the individuals that will be at those
posts by post number --

A. Yes.

Q. -- corresponding to the map. After

revi ewi ng Page 5, there appears to be post 13

m ssing fromthe post assignment |ist.
A. | noticed that.
Q. Do you know what post 13 was for the July

13 event?

A. | didn't ask. | assumed 13 is an unl ucky
nunber, so they didn't include it; it being July
13t h, another unlucky number.

Q. Uh- huh.

A. Not that |I'm suspicious or -- but it is
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what it is; so -- it's just ironic. That's all.

Q. Were the posts |listed on Page 4 and Page 5,
were they discussed at any brief within the July
13th meetings between the Sheriff's Office,
yoursel f, and any other | ocal |aw enforcenent
entity or Pennsylvania State Police?

A. Just that Lieutenant |l sai d he woul d
put the posts together and send me -- send me what
t hey woul d be when he was done with them

Q. Uh- huh. Do you recall post 13 being raised
at any point in those discussions?

A. No. | didn't know the nunmbering until --
we weren't discussing nunmbering on the wal k-around.
He -- they numbered them -- whoever numbered them
after our wal k-around and made the assignments.

Q. Thank you.

A. You' re wel come.

Q. Goi ng back to pre-meetings for the July
13th event. We tal ked about that initial meeting
where the Secret Service was present and there was
a break -- there were break-off sessions for
di fferent conmponents. For the record, we've gone
back and forth between the 8 th and July 9th. That
was on July 8th, the Monday; correct? Or was it on

Tuesday, July 9th?
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A. | think it was on Tuesday. Hol d on. Let
me | ook.
Q. Okay.
(Wtness | ooking at cell phone.)
A. l'm sorry, it was on Monday.
Q. Thank you.

To clarify for the record, the neeting
with the Secret Service with the branch-out
meetings occurred on Monday, July 8th; correct?

A. | apol ogi ze.
Q. Thank you.
Was there a neeting on July 9th then

t hat you attended --

A. No.
Q. -- that was separate fromthat?
The only other meeting --
A. So | guess | probably heard of his visit

probably on July 5th then, not the begi nning of the
week.
Q. Thank you for clarifying.
At the July 8th briefing, do you recall
any di scussion of elevated positions as a
vul nerability for the July 13th event? Do you
recall any discussion of the AGR buil di ng?

A. | -- | can't recall.
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Q. Okay. And at the July 11th wal k-t hrough
where on Exhibit 1 we wal ked through, you know, the
| ocati ons that you visited with Secret Service and
ot her | aw enforcement entities on that day in
preparation for the July 13th event, do you recall
any mentions of the AGR buil ding?

A. | know the State Police and the Secret
Service were tal king about their tactical teams and

where they were setting up.

Q. Uh- huh.
A. So | --
Q. OCkay. Did you personally experience any

connectivity issues with your radio on that day, on

July 13th?
A. | did not personally, no.
BY I
Q. Did you use your personal cell phone at any

poi nt during the day for correspondence with other
| aw enf orcenment coll eagues?

A. Ot her than the tel ephone conversation with
Sergeant i ! m ght have called another deputy
t hat had a question or needed a break.

Q. You said you had not used the cell phone
provi ded by Pennsylvania State Police; correct?

A. Correct. | -- at the end, | did cal
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Li eutenant [l because | was at the north
property -- north end perimeter around the AGR
bui | di ng. It was 9:30 at night, and |I knew t hat
t hat post was going to be manned for a long tine.
| didn't know it was going to be manned that | ong.
I my knew | needed to get relieved. | couldn't
stay there forever.
BY

Q. At the event during the day on July 13th,
you mentioned earlier that Secret Service was al
around, that if you needed to get in touch with a
Secret Service official, they -- they were

accessible to you just by their |ocation?

A. Yes. | felt pretty confortable that they
wer e.
Q. Were you able to identify Secret Service

easily by demarcation or uniformthat day?

A. Most -- yeah. Most of them OCbvi ousl y,
some of them were in vehicles and suits, and a | ot
of them were just in tactical gear with MOLLE vests
that said "police”" on them

Q. Did you notice if there were any officials
from Homel and Security there that day?

A. I could neither confirm nor deny that. I

have no i dea.
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Q. Okay. Just going back to your actions
around when shots were fired and you heard shots
were fired and you experienced the different, you
know, actions of various people at the event, the
crowd, you know, you saw officers running towards
t he AGR buil di ng. Can you descri be your actions
after you heard that "shots fired” in the time
after the event, you know, towards, you know,
eventually |l eaving the site for the day.

A. After | assisted the gentleman that was --
assisted the paranedics and stuff with the
gentl eman that was wounded, Sheriff |Jjjij oot on
the radi o and announced that they needed assi stance
over at the AGR building to provide security. So |
made -- got in my vehicle and made my way over to
that area to assist them and that's where | stayed
for the remainder of my time at the event.

Q. And while you were near the AGR buil di ng
for the -- you know, after shots were fired, did
you observe any reports of additional suspicious

I ndi vi dual s?

A. No.

Q. Did you observe any drones after shots were
fired?

A. Not that | recall.
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Q. Can you descri be the activity of local |aw
enforcement around the AGR building when you went
there after shots were fired.

A. When | arrived, Sergeant [l was running
back and forth trying to figure out what's going
on. | assisted a couple of deputies as well as
some Butler Township Police providing security in
t hat area.

At that point in time, Allegheny County
bomb squad had driven around because they were
conducting a sweep. There were other tactical
teams going in and clearing the building at that
time.

Q. Did you have any interactions with Secret
Service officials after shots were fired?

A. Not -- | did not have any interactions, no.
| do believe one of their agents had wal ked up to
where we were standing, but he really --

Q. Uh- huh. Your role at the AGR buil ding
after shots were fired, can you describe nore of
that. Were you assisting in setting a perimeter
for local |aw enforcement that was there in
securing the area; and, if so, what does that nmean?

A. | was just on foot. My car was al ong the

road.
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Q. Uh- huh.

A. | was just on foot to make sure nobody
wal ked onto the property.

Q. Uh- huh. And did you see anyone wal k onto
the property?

A. No. A few times we had to keep peopl e away
because there were some suspicious itenms they had
to check, the bomb squad was checking out.

Q. Uh- huh.

A. So until they cleared that, | wanted to

make sure nobody was --

Q. Uh- huh.

A. | think I even backed up nmyself at sone
poi nt - -

Q. Uh- huh.

A. -- not knowi ng what was -- what they were

i nvestigating.
Q. At what time did you understand that it was

good to | eave for the day on July 13th? Did you

have any --

A. | was relieved by a Butler Township Police
of ficer.

Q. Uh- huh.

A. And the Sheriff. The Sheriff called me and

sai d, hey, you know, as soon as our guys can | eave,
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you guys can |l eave, do so. There's the State
Police and the Secret Service is in charge and
they, you -- if we're not physically doing
anything, to -- to |leave for the day.

Q. When you |left for the day, did you observe
any FBI officials that had arrived at the Butler

Farm Show grounds?

A. | don't know. It was dark. | lTeft in ny
vehicle fromthat point. | checked on Sergeant
I said, hey, you know, we're -- we can take
off. So -- and | checked to make sure everybody

el se was able to | eave as well.

Q. Uh- huh.

A. | think we had two deputies that were
manning a traffic control point, and the barricades
had come, and they were |leaving as well; so we all
left.

Q. Do you recall around what time you left?

A. Around 10: 00.

Q. Did you participate in any type of, you
know, debriefing on July 13th with the Sheriff's

Office, Pennsylvania State Police, or Secret

Service?
A. No.
Q. Do you recall any of your coll eagues at the
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Sheriff's Office that participated in any type of
after-action debrief with Secret Service?

A. Not with Secret Service, no. Huh-uh.

Q. Do you recall who they m ght have debri efed
with if it was not Secret Service?

A. | haven't spoken to a Secret Service agent
since the event happened.

Q. Uh- huh. Around the tinme after shots were
fired when you reported to the AGR buil ding, were
there reports of a second suspicious individual or

possi bl e associate to Crooks?

A. There m ght have been mention there m ght
be ot her people involved, but they -- there was
no --

Q. Okay.

A. Not hing to verify that.

Q. Uh- huh. I n your experience working at the

Sheriff's Office, you had nmentioned earlier that
this appeared a very | oose event in terns of the

pl anni ng, preparation. Can you el aborate more on

t hat .
A. After the neeting on the 8th, we -- the
Sheriff and I -- were |eaving, and he asked me ny

opi nion on the meeting, and | think I stated,

"Well, 1 guess you got to start somewhere." You
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know?

It just -- and I -- and |I've never
experienced -- | don't know what's -- who gets told
what as far as what our roles and responsibilities
is going to be in an event like that with assisting
a | arge agency, a federal agency of that magnitude;
so | just thought this was normal.

But, you know, it just seemed to me, you
know, that where the stage was |ocated is not where
I woul d have thought the stage woul d have been
mysel f but --

Q. As far as the post assignnments go, going
back to Majority Exhibit 2, in your experience at
the Sheriff's Office, do you think that there
shoul d have been nmore posts established, different

posts | ocated?

A. | think the posts were appropriate.
Q. Uh- huh.
A. Clearly, the weak spots were the el evated

positions that weren't covered.

Q. Uh- huh.

A. Which there's a | ot of them out there.
Which | don't understand why they put the stage
where they did. | don't know why you woul d have

el evated himlike that.
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Q. Uh- huh.
A. | have an opinion but -
Q. Uh- huh.
BY I
Q. | would like to go back to the conversation

we had about the command posts.

First, with

regards to the local command posts, do you know why

the trailer was placed where it was?
A. | do not know.
Q. And then with regard to the Secret Service

command post, had you heard anyone mention issues

about congestion that served as the justification

for the separate conmand?

A. | don't recall that either.

Q. Is it accurate to say that Lieutenant

B \as your main point of contact for the

Pennsyl vania State Police?

A. Yes.

BY

Q. During the day on July 13th when you were

roving the campaign rally site,
t he USSS command post?

A. No.

did you stop in at

Q. Woul d any of the Sheriff's Office personnel

there that day have -- have reason to, you know,
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engage with the Secret Service command post as part

of their duties and assignnents?

A. No.
BY
Q. | have a list of the local police

departnments involved in the day of the event.
You've mentioned them throughout your narrative. I
woul d be grateful if you could give a brief
description of each again so that way we have it
all lined up next to each other, the nature of your
interaction with the different |ocal departments.
So I'll say the names. Please describe
as best you can your responsibilities with the
foll owing groups, and if you did not have any
responsibilities or interactions, and if you did
not have any, just say so.
First was the Butler County Emergency
Servi ces Department.
A. | didn't really have any interactions with
t hem
Q. Butl er County ESU?
A. Oh, I"msorry, who was the first one?
Q. Butl er County Emergency Services
Depart ment .

A. Just brief discussions in the command post
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because | know t hem

Q. And then Butler County ESU?
A. | didn't have any interactions with them
Q. Beaver County ESU?
A. | did not.
Q. Butl er Township Police Department?
A. Just at the end doing the perimeter.
Q. Butler City Police Departnment?
A. | did not.
Q. And then Washi ngton Regi onal SWAT?
A. | did not have any interaction with them
ei t her.
B V¢ can go off the record.
(Di scussion was held off the record.)
BY
Q. Where woul d you have put the stage?
| would have put it down in the arena --
down in the arena where no one could -- | mean, |
know it's not exactly -- you can't get a whole | ot

of people in there, but at least it's not out in

t he open.
Q. Uh- huh.
A. You know, put himup on a platform --
Q. Yeah.
A. -- so he can be picked off. | mean,
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real ly?
Q. So why do you think it was put where it

was? It was for visibility?

A. | think they wanted to get as many people
in there as possible. | think they wanted, you
know -- you know, it's alnost like -- this isn't a

concert, you know, where you're trying to get as
many people in as possible, and, you know --

| understand it's a platform for him
to -- to voice his nessage, and -- you know. But
security-wi se, shwoo, you know, it's a nightmare.
Looking at it now, obviously, hindsight is 20/20.

Q. Uh- huh. Who invited you to have a

Sheriff's representative in the local -- in the
command -- in the |local |aw enforcement command
post ?

A. | don't know if we were invited. The

Sheri ff had mentioned at the begi nning pl anni ng
stages we were going to assign one of our captains
to the command -- he asked, "Do you want to be in
t he command post?" He said, "Sure."

Q. Uh- huh.

A. And then the day of -- then once -- what
happened was we polled our staff to see who woul d

be available to work with the understanding they
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woul d be getting paid time and a half for overtinme
because it's after -- outside of our work hours.
And then once it was |earned that this

was going to be a comp time detail, they would be
wor king for conmp time, many -- many peopl e denied;
said they weren't avail able for that.

Q. Uh- huh.

A. So | got my -- | guess | got my directive

fromthe Sheriff.

Q. From the Sheriff. Was there a Pennsyl vania

State Police representative in the |ocal |aw
enforcement command post?

A. Not that |I'm aware of.

Q. Was there a Pennsylvania State Police

representative in the Secret Service comand post?

A. | assune.
Q. And no one from Pennsyl vania State
Police -- sorry to use this term again -- but

invited you into the Secret Service command post?
A. I was not invited.
Q. When you -- after the shooting when you
responded to the AGR buil ding, were you aware of
a -- of a bonmb threat to that building?
A. | had heard that there was some suspicious

items over there, that that 's why the bonmb squad
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was goi ng over there and doing a sweep, or whatever

they did. | could see them over there, but I

didn't know what was - -

Q. And could you see the roof of the building
from where you were after the, you know, the
shooting?

A. | could see guys standing up there, but I
couldn't see beyond that.

Q. Uh- huh. Do you know -- were you invol ved

in establishing a secure perinmeter around the AGR

buil ding? Was that the intent?
A. Just on the -- yeah, the outer -- the

northern part of the property al ong Route 68.

Q. And in your view after the shooting, was

there a secure perinmeter established around the AGR

bui | di ng?
A. Yes.
Q Did you or your deputies detain anyone -
A. No.
Q -- at the AGR building?

Do you know if any of your -- you or
of your deputies were on the roof at any tinme at
t he AGR buil di ng?

A. No.

Q. | think my final question is just were

any
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there any assets or resources that you felt you
| acked that you needed or that should have been
provided to you for that day?

A. From the Sheriff's Office point of view,
what we were asked to do?

Q. Right, fromthe Sheriff's Office point of
Vi ew.

A. | felt from our point of view, other than
the ability, | guess, to communicate via cell phone
for Sergeant i from the command post to those
assigned to the posts was probably the biggest
probl em But he overcome that by e-mail when he
needed to e-mail .

So, other than that, what we were asked
to do, you know, we were provided everything we
needed to do what we were asked to do.

B Okay. Those are all my
guesti ons. I think my coll eague has sonme foll ow-up
questions. Go ahead.

BY I

Q. Yes. Thank you, sir. Thank you for your
time this nmorning and for your service and
experience on July 13th.

l"msorry, I'mgoing to dart around a

bit just to make sure | understand sonme of the
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t hi ngs that you' ve been discussing with us this
mor ni ng.

| believe you said there was a
wal k-t hrough with Secret Service on July 11th, and
I had asked you to attend that wal k-through
that the Pennsylvania State Police was al so at.
Was anyone el se from your Sheriff's Office there
with you that morning?

A. No.

Q. And on that day, | think you said you
wal ked the perimeter, you wal ked around the two
fences, there was discussion about determ ning
where fol ks needed to be to maintain the security
of the site. Did you or anybody in the Sheriff's
Office have any role in determ ning what that
peri meter would be, where the perimeter for the
site would be?

A. No. They had already established that.

Q. And who was "t hey"?

A. When | say "they," | guess | would say
Secret Service and the State Police. And | assune
that the State Police were getting their directives
fromthe Secret Service.

Q. Okay. So that was another question | had.

Is it fair to think of the State Police for this
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event as sort of a |link between Secret Service and
| ocal police? 1t sounds |ike you worked pretty
cl ose.

A. Yes.

Q. Yes. So PSP is working with Secret Service
to set up the site for the day, and then | think
you said you and the Sheriff's Office referred to
taking your direction fromthe State Police that
day?

A. Ri ght . Because that property, there's a
little bit of the property in Butler Township and
Connoquenessi ng Townshi p. Butl er Township has a
police department, Connoquenessing does not, so the
police have primary jurisdiction in that area;
so --

Q. Under st ood. And during that
wal k-t hrough -- you may have already said this --
did you or anyone el se have any concerns about the
AGR bui |l ding being outside of the perinmeter?

A. | recall them tal king about trying to put
peopl e over there. Whether it was just a |ack of
resources - -

Il -- 1 know, you know, everyone's
worried about their budgets, and it just seenmed

l'i ke even the State Police after | was driving
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around with Lieutenant | t hat day, | had
shared with himall of our guys are on conp tine.
He's |i ke, "Yeah, we got the same situation going

on with our department, with our agency. W' re al

here on conp time," or -- you know.

Q. But even with that conp time ---

A. And | only say that because in ny opinion
it seems |ike, you know -- and we got to be

financially responsi ble, fiscally responsi bl e. Had
we been able to spend for nmore resources and nore
peopl e, that m ght have been a better outcone

obvi ously but --

Q. But | believe you said earlier you were
able to staff nore people, and then the State
Police said, we don't need that many. Was that a
financi al decision or was that --

A. No. That -- no, no. | don't think it was
a financial decision. G ven -- maybe what was
asked of themto do, they determ ned that we could
adequately do it with 50 percent State Police, 50
percent deputy sheriffs around that perinmeter.

Q. Okay. So it does sound |ike at |east going
into that day, you felt that there was adequate
staffing?

A. Yes.
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Q. Thank you.

And in discussion about AGR, did you
have any understandi ng of whether there would be
somebody posted there even if not from your office?

A. | did have an understanding that the ESU
team was over in that area. | didn't know where
they were specifically, but they were over in that
area.

Q. And did you know that on this July 11th

wal k-t hrough or was that -- did you |earn that
| ater?
A. | did overhear the State Police and the

Secret Service discussing where some of the
tactical teams were going to be, the ESU team the
Secret Service tac team | don't think the State
Police had a tac team there, but | was unfamli ar
with where they may have been.

That day | saw where they were at

because they were stationed in those areas but --

Q. So you did have some sense that --
A. They were there.
Q. -- that building was covered by somebody,

even if not your department?
A. Ri ght .

Q. But it doesn't sound |like you had any
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di scussions with anybody about where exactly in the
buil ding, on top of the roof, anybody would be?

A. Ri ght .

Q. Thank you.

You mentioned that you had a di scussion
with |l 2bout the manpower that you had
avail able, and | think you said they were able to
patrol traffic. "They" meaning Butler Township
Police would be patrolling traffic that day?

A. Ri ght. They would be able to man the
traffic control points for the notorcade to come
in, but he didn't have -- he didn't have the

manpower to secure the AGR property.

Q. Understood. So who was securing that AGR
property? | think you said ESU?

A. That's what | understand.

Q. And - -

A. But | don't know what -- what

responsibilities they were given or --

Q. And ESU from a particular county or some --
or was it federal tactical units? Do you know?

A. | woul d assunme that the other ESU teans
were getting their directives fromthe Butler
County ESU teanm they would be assisting them But

['"m just assum ng that. | don't know.
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Q. Under st ood.

We've talked a

bit about the two comand

posts. | think you said you had an assunmption that

there were not additional

enforcement in the Secret

or any local |aw

Service conmmand post

because there was not enough room \What is that

statement based on? Did you ever go in the conmand

post ?
A. No. | never wal ked in.
Q. OCkay. And you mentioned as we were talking

about the command posts a

A. Uh- huh.

FEMA training --

Q. -- for unified command. \What is that

training and who gets it?

A. We register online through FEMA. It's all

online training. They're

fam liarize yourself with

little -- just to

what wuni fied conmand

| ooks like, how it works, how it's supposed to
wor K.
Q. Do other local |aw enforcement agencies in

the area sign up for that

under st andi ng?

training to your

A. Yeah. | believe so, yeah. It's been in

exi stence for quite some time.

Q. And did any ot her

| ocal | aw enforcement
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say, "Unified command"” -- to Secret Service or to
PSP -- "Unified command is best practice, can we be
in that command post with you?" or did anybody
invite Secret Service or PSP into the | ocal
trailer?

A. | don't -- | don't know that. The conmmand
post was being overseen by |IIININININININIGEGE '
believe. The director of 911 was actually in the
command post with Secret Service and the State
Police as a county representative.

Q. As a --

A. | learned that after.

Q. So the day of, you had no understanding
t hat anybody from |l ocal fromthe county was --

A. ' m not sure what connection there -- what
communi cations there were between the two command
posts.

Q. And | know you said that if you had needed
to get in touch with Secret Service, there were
| ots of folks identifiable, you could have wal ked
up to one of them and | think you said you could
have also been in contact with |}l ' » the
| ocal command post. How would he have gotten in
touch with Secret Service?

A. | woul d assume probably through -- if our
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director for 911 was up there, that his enpl oyees
within the command post could communicate with him
Q. Thank you.

Appreciating you were sort of floating
around, checking in with all of our deputies,
including | 2and it sounds |ike you did at a
coupl e points speak with himin the local command
post, did you ever formally relieve him? Did he
ever | eave the conmand post and | eave you in there

on your own to sort of man the post?

A. No. | checked on him and he said he was
okay. So | -- you know, he nust have just went to
the bathroom | don't know what he did.

Q. Okay.

A. Yeah.

Q. The morning of, I think you said there was

no wal k-t hrough with Secret Service on July 13th.
Did you do any wal k-t hroughs/ briefings with any
ot her | ocal |aw enforcement agencies?

A. The day of?

Q. The day of.

A. The day of, once all of our posts were
manned, | was speaking with Lieutenant |Jjjjjllji and
| hopped in his vehicle, and we did drive around

and tal ked with everyone.
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Q. Sort of check-ins. But no everybody get in
the room together for any sort of briefing?

A. Ri ght .

Q. In those check-ins, either with il N
or on your own, did any of your deputies raise any
concerns about what they were seeing, about their
communi cations?

A. Ot her than Sergeant [Jjij convpl ai ni ng that
his cell phone wasn't working all that great, no, |
don't recall any.

Q. And on that point, you mentioned that you
have is it FirstNet?

B FirstNet.

Fi rst Net. Do you pay for that --
Uh- huh.

-- personally?

(Wtness nods).

Why do you do that?

> o » O >» O

Two years ago, Sheriff had an AT&T

representative come to their office, and |I was

| ooking to switch from Verizon because where | |ive
at, | don't have very good coverage.
Q. Uh- huh.
It seenms |ike AT&T was maybe a better

network for me to go with, and they had offered
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this FirstNet network. It's the same price as a

regul ar plan; it's not any extra. It's just a cel

phone pl an.

Q. So it's just a different

plan that as | aw

enforcement you are sort of able to opt into?

A. You know, | really didn'
wor ki ng any type of event where
that this could happen, that it

and | never really much thought

t think | would be
-- that this --
could be hel pful,

about it.

And | didn't use my cell phone a whole

| ot on the 13th. But whenever |

any issues.

did, | didn't have

Q. And you did have the radio working, and I

think we discussed the -- you had access to the
Sheriff's channel. You were also scanning ops 3
and ops 4. | just want to confirmthat the State

Police has their own separate system frequency?

A. Yeah, they have their own frequency.

Q. Do you have any way of communicating with

State Police on your frequencies?

A. No.

Q. Can they listen in to your | ocal

frequenci es?

A. Only if they have one of

our radi os.

Q. And did anybody from State Police have one
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of your radios on July 13th?

A. | can't confirm or deny
i dea.
Q. | understand.

t hat . I have no

B ' think that's it. Give

us one nonment, please.
(Di scussi on was held

BY

Q. Just before our tine is

off the record.)

up, we've obviously

spent a fair amount of time this morning, but is

t here anything that we haven't covered that you

woul d Ii ke us to know maybe t hat
about in your other interviews?

t hought s?

you' ve spoken

Any fi nal

A. It's just unfortunate that we're here

t oday. | have an opinion about

t he whol e thing,

but I'"'mnot sure if it's worth sharing or not.

Q. If you would Iike to share, we would

wel come it but --

A. It just -- it just -- you know, |'m one of

t hese people, if it walks |like a duck and talks

i ke a duck and | ooks |ike a duck, it's probably a

duck; right? Why would you el evate the Former

Presi dent of the United States |

provide mniml -- you know, not

I ke you did,

secure all these
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el evated positions?
And | find it hard to believe that this
20-year-old young man came up with this all by
hi msel f.
B | think -- we have nothing
else fromthe mnority. W can go off the record.
(Di scussi on was held off the record.)
BY I
Q. On Majority Exhibit 2, we've discussed
Page 4 and Page 5 with the different post
assignments and the map of those post assignnments
| ocations.
Sir, if you don't mnd, after post 13,
there are -- there are posts 14, 15, 16, 17, and 18
identified on the map. On Page 5, the post
assignments go to post 15. Looki ng at the map on
Page 4, can you help describe for us whether there
was a Butler County Sheriff's officer at any of
t hese posts.
If it's helpful, we can just | ook at the

map and go through the posts after 15.

A. | don't know what 16 and 17 were.

Q. Okay.

A. Unl ess 16 was the command post, because
it's by the -- the office.
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Q. Do you know if any Sheriff's Office

official was at post 18 on Page 4?

A. 187

Q. Yes. (I ndi cating).

A. No, we were not on -- we were not there.

Q. What about post 19?

A. No.

Q. Coul d those posts have been filled by State
Police?

A. | assune.

Q. Okay. What about for posts 15, 16, and 177

A. We -- we had a post --

Q. Was that by the State Police?

A. We had a post at 15.

Q. Okay. And not 16, not 177

A. (Shook head).

B Okay. Thank you. We can go

off the record.

(Di scussi on was held off the record.)

_: We have no further

questions.

B Sir, thank you for your tinme

today. That's all from us.

(W tness excused.)
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(I'nterview concluded at 10: 47

o'clock a.m)

LaGanba Reporting Services

www. | aganbar eporti ng. com

(412) 458- 0439




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

95

PAGE

SHOULD

REASON

PAGE

SHOULD

REASON

PAGE

SHOULD

REASON

PAGE

SHOULD

REASON

PAGE

SHOULD

REASON

| NTERVI EW OF |
CHANGES AND/ OR CORRECTI ONS

LI NE

READ:

FOR CHANGE

LI NE

READ:

FOR CHANGE

LI NE

READ:

FOR CHANGE

LI NE

READ:

FOR CHANGE

LI NE

READ:

FOR CHANGE

NOW READS:

NOW READS:

NOW READS:

NOW READS:

NOW READS:
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CERTI FI CATE

|, . do hereby
certify that | have read the foregoing transcri pt
of my interview, and it is a true and correct copy
of my testimny, except for the changes, if any,
made by me on the attached Correction Sheet.

(_Dat e)

Not ary Public

( Dat e)
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CERTIFICATE

Ko , do hereby certify
that the interview of was

recorded stenographically by me and then reduced to
typewriting under my direction, and constitutes a
true record of the testimony given by said witness,
all to the best of my skill and ability.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

set my hand on this 15th
2024.

day of September,

Registered Merit Reporter
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