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1                 P R O C E E D I N G S
  
2                      (3:54 p.m.)
  
3                :  Today is September 13,
  
4   2024, and this is the transcribed interview of --
  
5   is it  or ?
  
6                OFFICER :  Either/or is fine.
  
7                :  All right -- of 
  
8   .
  
9           House Resolution 1367 directed this Task
  

10   Force to investigate the facts and circumstances
  

11   of the attempted assassination of Donald J. Trump
  

12   on July 13, 2024 in Butler, Pennsylvania.
  

13           Pursuant to House Resolution 1367
  

14   Chairman Kelly and Ranking Member Crow have
  

15   requested this interview as part of the Task
  

16   Force Investigation.
  

17           Would you please introduce yourself and
  

18   spell your name for the record?
  

19                OFFICER :  Yes, sir.  The
  

20   first name is , middle name, , and the
  

21   last name is , , as in ,
  

22   and that is .
  

23                :  Thank you, .
  

24           My name is , and I am
  

25   Special Counsel and a consultant with the Task
 

LaGamba Reporting Services
www.lagambareporting.com         (412) 458-0439



 5
  

1   Force.  I want to thank you for coming in today
  
2   for this interview.
  
3           The Task Force recognizes and appreciates
  
4   that you are here voluntarily.  You are allowed
  
5   to have an attorney present to advise during this
  
6   interview.  You have an attorney present.
  
7           Will the counsel please introduce
  
8   yourself for the record?
  
9                :  ,
  

10   .
  

11                :  Thank you.
  

12           For the record, members of Congress are
  

13   permitted to attend the interview if they so wish
  

14   and ask you questions.  There are no members here
  

15   presently.  We don't expect there will be today;
  

16   but just so you know that for the record.
  

17                OFFICER :  Sure.
  

18                :  Next, would the Minority
  

19   staff please introduce yourselves for the record?
  

20                :  
  

21   , Investigative Counsel.  I am with
  

22   the Minority.
  

23                :  ,
  

24   Researcher with the Task Force hired by the
  

25   Senate.
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1                :  And with me is 
  
2   , also with the Majority.
  
3                OFFICER :  Yes, sir.
  
4                :  , before we
  
5   begin, I would like to go over the ground rules
  
6   of the interview.
  
7           The way this interview will proceed is as
  
8   follows:  The Majority and the Minority will
  
9   alternate asking you questions, 30 minutes per
  

10   side, until each side is finished with their
  

11   questioning.
  

12           The Majority staff will begin -- that's
  

13   us -- and proceed for 30 minutes; and then the
  

14   Minority staff will have 30 minutes to ask
  

15   questions.
  

16           We will then alternate back and forth in
  

17   this matter until both sides have no further
  

18   questions.
  

19           If either side is in the middle of a
  

20   specific line of questions, they may choose to
  

21   end a few minutes past the half an hour to ensure
  

22   completion of that specific line of questioning,
  

23   including any pertinent follow-ups.
  

24           In this interview, while one member of
  

25   the staff for each side may lead the questioning,
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1   additional staff may ask questions.
  
2           There is a court reporter taking down
  
3   everything I say and everything you say to make a
  
4   written record of the interview.  For the record
  
5   to be clear, please wait until the staffer
  
6   questioning you finishes each question before you
  
7   begin your answer, and the staffer will wait
  
8   until you finish your response before proceeding
  
9   to the next question.
  

10           Further, to ensure the court reporter can
  

11   properly record this interview, please speak
  

12   clearly, concisely, and slowly.  Also, the court
  

13   reporter cannot record nonverbal answers, such as
  

14   movements or nodding or shaking of the head.  It
  

15   is important that you answer each question with
  

16   an audible verbal answer.  Do you understand
  

17   that?
  

18                OFFICER :  Yes, sir.
  

19                :  We want you to answer
  

20   our questions in the most complete and truthful
  

21   manner possible, so we will take our time.  If
  

22   you have any questions or do not fully understand
  

23   the question, please let us know.  We will
  

24   attempt to clarify, add context to, or rephrase
  

25   our questions.  Do you understand?
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1                OFFICER :  Yes, sir.
  
2                :  And if we ask about
  
3   specific conversations or events in the past and
  
4   you are unable to recall the exact words or
  
5   details, you should testify to the substance of
  
6   those conversations or events to the best of
  
7   recollection.
  
8           If you recall only a part of a
  
9   conversation or event, you should give us your
  

10   best recollection of those events or parts of
  

11   conversations that you do recall.  Do you
  

12   understand?
  

13                OFFICER :  Yes.
  

14                :  Although you are here
  

15   voluntarily and we will not swear you in, you are
  

16   required pursuant to 18 U.S.C. Section 1001 to
  

17   answer questions from Congress truthfully.
  

18           This also applies to questions posed by
  

19   Congressional staff or consultants like myself in
  

20   this interview.  Do you understand?
  

21                OFFICER :  Yes.
  

22                :  If at any time you
  

23   knowingly make false statements, you could be
  

24   subject to criminal prosecution.  Do you
  

25   understand?
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1                OFFICER :  Yes, sir.
  
2                :  Is there any reason you
  
3   are unable to provide truthful testimony in
  
4   today's interview?
  
5                OFFICER :  No.
  
6                :  Please note that if you
  
7   wish to assert a privilege over any statement
  
8   today, that assertion must comply with the rules
  
9   of the Task Force on the Attempted Assassination
  

10   of Donald J. Trump.
  

11           For the Chair to consider assertions of
  

12   privilege over testimony or statements, witnesses
  

13   or entities must clearly state the specific
  

14   privilege being asserted and the reason for
  

15   assertion on or before the scheduled date of
  

16   testimony or appearance.
  

17           You have an attorney present; and if your
  

18   attorney has any privileges he would want to
  

19   assert, he will do so during the course of this
  

20   interview.
  

21           Furthermore, if at any time during the
  

22   interview, we ask any questions or you have an
  

23   answer that you would like to consult with your
  

24   attorney prior to answering the question, you are
  

25   free to inform us of that.  We will go off the
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1   record, and then you and your attorney can
  
2   consult privately.  Do you understand?
  
3                OFFICER :  Yes, sir.
  
4                :  Finally, I would like to
  
5   note the content of what we discuss today is
  
6   confidential.
  
7           We ask that you not speak about what we
  
8   discuss here today in this interview to any
  
9   outside individual in order to preserve the
  

10   integrity of this investigation.
  

11           For these same reasons, marked exhibits
  

12   used today will be provided to the court reporter
  

13   so that they may go in the official transcript;
  

14   and any copies of those exhibits will be returned
  

15   to us when we wrap up.
  

16           We plan to take five-minute breaks at the
  

17   end of each 30 minutes of questioning, or as
  

18   needed; but if you need to take a longer break or
  

19   a break before that, please let us know, and we
  

20   will be happy to accommodate you.
  

21                OFFICER :  Uh-huh.
  

22                :  To the extent there is a
  

23   pending question, we would ask that you finish
  

24   answering the question before we take the break.
  

25   Do you understand?
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1                OFFICER :  Yes, sir.
  
2                :  Do you have any
  
3   questions before we begin?
  
4                OFFICER :  No, sir.
  
5                :  All right.  Great.  I am
  
6   going to set a timer.
  
7                (At 4:00 p.m.,  began his
  
8   questioning of the interviewee.)
  
9                       - - - - -
  

10           OFFICER ,
  

11   the interviewee, having been called by Task Force
  

12   on the Assassination Attempt of Donald J. Trump,
  

13   was examined and testified as follows:
  

14                      EXAMINATION
  

15   BY :
  

16      Q.   , can you tell us what your
  

17   fulltime job is?
  

18      A.   I am a patrolman with Butler City Police
  

19   Department here in Butler County, Pennsylvania.
  

20      Q.   And you are also a member of the ESU?
  

21      A.   Yes.
  

22      Q.   And how long have you been a member of
  

23   ESU?
  

24      A.   Since I believe it was March of 2019.
  

25      Q.   And what is your current position at ESU?
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1      A.   Assistant -- Assistant Squad Leader or
  
2   Team Leader with Alpha Squad.
  
3      Q.   And Alpha Squad is -- we understand there
  
4   are two squads --
  
5      A.   Yes.
  
6      Q.   -- in ESU, and it's Alpha Squad and Beta
  
7   Squad, and you are the Assistant Leader for Alpha
  
8   Squad?
  
9      A.   Correct.  It's Alpha, Bravo.
  

10      Q.   Alpha, Bravo.  I'm sorry.
  

11      A.   That's all right.
  

12      Q.   Excuse me.
  

13      A.   That's okay.
  

14      Q.   Alpha and Bravo?
  

15      A.   Yes.
  

16      Q.   And who is the Leader of Alpha?
  

17      A.   It's .
  

18      Q.   .  So is he your direct --
  

19   do you report directly to him?
  

20      A.   Correct.
  

21      Q.   And he reports to Commander ?
  

22      A.   Oh, through chain of command, which would
  

23   be  and then to .
  

24      Q.   Okay.  Got it.  And how long have you
  

25   been Assistant Leader?
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1      A.   (No response.)
  
2      Q.   Just roughly.  It doesn't have to be --
  
3      A.   Two or three years.
  
4      Q.   Two or three years.  Okay.
  
5           Were you a part of the security -- or the
  
6   ESU security support for the 2020 rally that
  
7   Former President Trump had?
  
8      A.   Yes.
  
9      Q.   And at that time, what was your position
  

10   at ESU?
  

11      A.   I was just a general operator.  I wasn't
  

12   in a leadership position at the time.
  

13      Q.   Okay.  And as an operator, what are you
  

14   specifically trained to do?
  

15      A.   Oh, a lot of things.  Mostly, entry, room
  

16   entry, Blackbeard deterrence, door kickers,
  

17   building clearing; and outdoor movements, such as
  

18   manhunts through open terrain, woodlands; and I'm
  

19   trained in less lethal weapons, such as batons
  

20   and gas agents; trained in active shooter
  

21   responses such as -- you know, a little bit of
  

22   everything.
  

23      Q.   Okay.  Understood.  You are, for lack of
  

24   a better term, a SWAT operator?
  

25      A.   Yes.
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1      Q.   And how many people report directly to
  
2   you at ESU?
  
3      A.   Roughly ten.
  
4      Q.   And one of those -- one of those, your
  
5   reports, is , correct?
  
6      A.   Correct.
  
7      Q.   All right.  And you have been trained as
  
8   an operator for -- you were trained and you
  
9   received training as an operator during the time
  

10   you have been at ESU?
  

11      A.   Correct.
  

12      Q.   All right.  So I am going to turn now to
  

13   the July 13th event --
  

14      A.   Uh-huh.
  

15      Q.   -- and I am going to start with the
  

16   planning for that event.
  

17      A.   Sure.
  

18      Q.   And I just want to understand what your
  

19   involvement was in the planning for the event.
  

20      A.   Yes.
  

21      Q.   First of all, do you recall that you
  

22   first heard about the event roughly the Friday
  

23   before?  It was July 5th of this year?
  

24      A.   It was around that time, yes.  I first
  

25   heard about it over the news.  It was broadcast
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1   on the Pittsburgh news.
  
2      Q.   Okay.
  
3      A.   One of the news channels is how I came to
  
4   find out about it.
  
5      Q.   Do you recall if you ever received any
  
6   kind of text message or anything from Commander
  
7    or others at ESU that ESU was likely to be
  
8   called in to support that event?
  
9      A.   I believe -- so I was on duty, on patrol,
  

10   when word started getting around.  We were -- a
  

11   group of us, we all happened to just work at the
  

12   same time at the same shift, and we met up at a
  

13   gas station in the middle of the night.
  

14           I believe we were on midnight shift, and
  

15   we met up at a gas station in the middle of the
  

16   night, and we started talking about it.  We --
  

17   you know, we figured that we would be asked to,
  

18   you know, pull security for the rally.
  

19      Q.   Right.
  

20      A.   And then I don't remember there being a
  

21   text message off the top of my head.
  

22      Q.   All right.  That's fine.  But you became
  

23   aware of that, not only from the news, but also
  

24   from ESU, that there was likely that you would be
  

25   called in -- not you specifically, maybe, but ESU
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1   would be called in to provide support?
  
2      A.   Yes.
  
3      Q.   So I am going to ask you about a series
  
4   of meetings that occurred prior to the event, and
  
5   see which, if any, you were directly involved in.
  
6      A.   Uh-huh.
  
7      Q.   On Monday, July 8th, there was a meeting
  
8   between the Secret Service and ESU -- and the
  
9   Butler County ESU and other local law enforcement
  

10   where the Secret Service gave a general briefing
  

11   as to what they would need.  Were you present for
  

12   that?
  

13      A.   No.
  

14      Q.   On July -- on Tuesday, July 9th, there
  

15   were -- not meetings, but there were -- some of
  

16   your colleagues in ESU -- not necessarily in your
  

17   group.  Or I shouldn't say "not necessarily," but
  

18   not operators, but snipers and others, who toured
  

19   parts of the event site.  Were you part of that
  

20   tour?
  

21      A.   No.
  

22      Q.   On July 9th -- I'm sorry.  On July 10th,
  

23   Wednesday, there was further site tours.  Were
  

24   you part of that, those site tours?
  

25      A.   No.
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1      Q.   And on July 11th, Thursday, there was a
  
2   walk-through that occurred that the Secret
  
3   Service was present for, some members of Butler
  
4   County ESU, as well as other law enforcement was
  
5   present for.  Were you present for that?
  
6      A.   Yes.
  
7      Q.   Okay.  So why don't we start with:  When
  
8   did you first learn that there would, in fact, be
  
9   a need for ESU support, and your support, in
  

10   particular, for this event?  Again, I am not
  

11   looking for exact times or days.  Just generally.
  

12      A.   I believe it would have been the Tuesday,
  

13   so that would have been July 9th, if I'm -- if my
  

14   math is correct.
  

15      Q.   Yes.  That's right.
  

16      A.   After my daylight shift, I went to -- our
  

17   team had training at a church.  They were doing
  

18   some sort of active shooter training there; and
  

19   by the time I got to this church, the training
  

20   was already concluded by the time I got there.
  

21           And then the walk-through for July 11th,
  

22   that Thursday, was mentioned, and I was asked to
  

23   be there, to be present.
  

24      Q.   All right.  Did you have any under-
  

25   standing before the walk-through of what your
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1   role -- and when I say "you," I mean you and your
  
2   team -- what your role would be at the event?
  
3      A.   I -- at the -- on Tuesday, I believe,
  
4   before the walk-through, I believed that would
  
5   just be Assistant Squad Leader, as I normally am.
  
6      Q.   Okay.
  
7      A.   And then Thursday, you know, to fast
  
8   forward, I did the walk-through; and then after
  
9   we got done with the walk-through, all of our
  

10   team leadership went to Butler Township Police
  

11   Department, and we started putting together this
  

12   OPS Plan (indicating) that I believe you guys
  

13   have a copy of.
  

14      Q.   Yes.
  

15                :  Yes.
  

16      A.   And that is when I learned my position
  

17   for the rally would actually be Team Leader for
  

18   the QRF.
  

19      Q.   Okay.  Got it.  And let's start with this
  

20   a little bit with the walk-through.
  

21      A.   Sure.
  

22      Q.   I am going ask you more about your
  

23   impressions of the walk-through and then anything
  

24   about conversations like that at this point.
  

25      A.   Uh-huh.
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1      Q.   So the walk-through, as I mentioned the
  
2   Secret Service was there, some members of the
  
3   Secret Service and other law enforcement.  Did
  
4   you have a sense of was it a well-organized
  
5   walk-through from your perspective?
  
6      A.   No.
  
7      Q.   Okay.  And why do you say that?
  
8      A.   There were -- it didn't seem like there
  
9   was any designation for where we should all be
  

10   paying attention to.
  

11      Q.   Uh-huh.
  

12      A.   We broke off from the main crowd.  I
  

13   believe they were talking -- the Secret Service
  

14   and, like, fire department and fire -- you know,
  

15   local firemen and EMS, I believe, they were
  

16   talking about, like, where the food trucks were
  

17   going to be.
  

18      Q.   Right.
  

19      A.   So a group of us broke off with a Secret
  

20   Service sniper, a counter sniper.  I don't
  

21   remember the name off the top of my head.  It
  

22   will probably come back to me as I'm talking
  

23   here.
  

24           We walked to -- we walked around the
  

25   buildings, around the farm show grounds, to see
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1   where everything was, where the layout was, what
  
2   the layout was like.
  
3           We walked over to a building beyond the
  
4   grandstands (gesturing).  We found a building
  
5   that would be suitable for Beaver County ESU that
  
6   would be coming to assist us.  We found a
  
7   building that was suitable for them.
  
8           And then we walked back over to where the
  
9   grandstands were going to be -- or I'm sorry --
  

10   to where the actual rally was going to be, where
  

11   the stage and where the bleachers were going to
  

12   be set up, and they were actively being set up
  

13   while we were there.
  

14           We walked over to the red barns that we
  

15   all have seen now.
  

16      Q.   Right.
  

17      A.   And we decided that that far left barn,
  

18   if you are looking at the barns from the stage
  

19   area, that was going to be our position.
  

20      Q.   Got it.  And the decision about where you
  

21   were going to be positioned, that was a decision
  

22   that you all made?
  

23      A.   Yes.
  

24      Q.   Right.
  

25      A.   And there was the Secret Service counter
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1   sniper that was there with us; and I don't
  
2   remember his exact words, but it seemed like he
  
3   was okay with it.
  
4      Q.   Right.
  
5      A.   And then there was a female -- a Hispanic
  
6   female Secret Service agent.  I don't remember
  
7   her name, either, off the top of my head.  She
  
8   made an appearance while we were at the barn, and
  
9   she was okay with it, as well.
  

10      Q.   Okay.  So it's fair to say that they
  

11   were -- that your impression was that Secret
  

12   Service, they certainly weren't directing you
  

13   where to be?
  

14      A.   (The interviewee nods his head.)
  

15      Q.   They were letting you tell them where you
  

16   thought was best, and they were okay with it?
  

17      A.   Yes.
  

18      Q.   And can you tell us why you decided that
  

19   that barn would be the best place for you guys to
  

20   be deployed or to be positioned?
  

21      A.   The space.  Space for all of our
  

22   equipment and guys over there, the location of
  

23   it, and close to where, you know, where all the
  

24   people were going to be, the crowd, and close to
  

25   where, you know, where the Former President was
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1   going to be.  Just in the relative location, it
  
2   seemed centralized.
  
3      Q.   Right.
  
4      A.   So --
  
5      Q.   Do you recall -- at the time now we know
  
6   it as the AGR Building.  Do you recall discussing
  
7   the AGR property at any time during that walk-
  
8   through?
  
9      A.   Yes.
  

10      Q.   What do you recall about that?
  

11      A.   I remember talking about the two fence
  

12   lines that were in between the red barn and the
  

13   AGR building.  Myself and another guy from our
  

14   team, we were looking at it, and we were talking,
  

15   like, you know, "Hopefully, that's closed off to
  

16   the public.  Hopefully, there's not going to be
  

17   people over there standing on the other side of
  

18   the fence, because that's an issue."
  

19      Q.   Uh-huh.
  

20      A.   I believe it was the Secret Service
  

21   counter sniper, I remember, that was there with
  

22   us, he mentioned that there would be a black
  

23   cloth, like, a blackout cloth --
  

24      Q.   Right.
  

25      A.   -- put all the way down the fence on that
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1   outer fence.
  
2      Q.   Separating the area that was -- at least
  
3   the sight of the area where the AGR property was
  
4   from the rally?
  
5      A.   Yes.
  
6      Q.   All right.  Sorry about that.
  
7      A.   Yes.  Past that, I don't remember the
  
8   rest of the conversation about the AGR Building.
  
9      Q.   Okay.  The Beaver County ESU folks were
  

10   there.  You said you found a building that was --
  

11   you thought was appropriate for them?
  

12      A.   Yes.
  

13      Q.   And that was the AGR -- that was part of
  

14   the AGR property?
  

15      A.   No.  That was on the farm show grounds
  

16   property.
  

17      Q.   Okay.
  

18      A.   I believe if you guys have a map --
  

19      Q.   Yes.  So you are talking about not the
  

20   Beaver County snipers?
  

21      A.   Correct.  Just the --
  

22      Q.   Got it.
  

23      A.   Just where their armored truck was going
  

24   to be --
  

25      Q.   Got it.  I understand.
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1      A.   -- and where their operators were going
  
2   to stage.
  
3      Q.   Understood.  Got it. Thank you.
  
4      A.   Uh-huh.
  
5      Q.   So during the course of that walk-
  
6   through, did you have any concerns about your
  
7   team's ability to provide the security that was
  
8   being requested by the Secret Service?
  
9      A.   No.  I had confidence in our abilities
  

10   and -- yeah.
  

11      Q.   I got it.  And can you just very
  

12   generally tell us what were -- what was the
  

13   responsibility that was being given to your group
  

14   of SWAT?
  

15      A.   So what I learned later in the day after
  

16   we were done with the walk-through, that's when
  

17   we went back to, like I said, back to the Butler
  

18   Township Police Department and sat down and
  

19   started discussing who was going to do what.
  

20      Q.   Right.
  

21      A.   And that's when I was told I was going to
  

22   be in charge of the Quick Reaction Team, or
  

23   QRF --
  

24      Q.   QRF, right.
  

25      A.   -- or Quick Reaction Force.
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1      Q.   Right.
  
2      A.   I learned that, you know, we would
  
3   respond to outside the perimeter, if they are --
  
4   you know, if anything went horribly wrong.  You
  
5   know, if there was something that anybody on
  
6   regular patrol, if it got out of hand for them,
  
7   we would respond accordingly.
  
8      Q.   Right.  Okay.  Was it part of your
  
9   responsibility to deal with a single act -- a
  

10   single actor or a solo potential shooter,
  

11   anything like that?
  

12      A.   It's -- that is one of -- that falls
  

13   under the umbrella of our duties I would assume.
  

14   Yeah, I would say.
  

15      Q.   Right.  And also to retrieve any
  

16   drones --
  

17      A.   Yes.
  

18      Q.   -- that anybody -- that any law
  

19   enforcement saw?
  

20      A.   Yes.
  

21      Q.   And was that in the normal course for
  

22   you, something that you were not surprised to
  

23   learn, both of those things, both the single
  

24   actor and also the drones?
  

25      A.   In my career, that was the first time I
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1   was ever told that I was in charge of recovering
  
2   drones.
  
3      Q.   Okay.
  
4      A.   It just -- it has just never been a
  
5   thing, so...
  
6      Q.   Okay.  So the single actor -- the single
  
7   actor, that is sort of the normal course for the
  
8   types of work you guys do?
  
9      A.   Correct.  Single actor.  Multiple.  Civil
  

10   disturbances.  Protests that get out of control.
  

11   Yes.
  

12      Q.   Right.  Okay.  Did you have any sense
  

13   from your colleagues or directly from your own on
  

14   whether or not there was any frustration or
  

15   anything with respect to how the Secret Service
  

16   was communicating with you all at that point
  

17   about what their needs were?
  

18      A.   Not that I recall at that time.
  

19      Q.   Okay.  And so then you mentioned you have
  

20   the document in front of you; and I am going to
  

21   try to go through a large part of the timeline,
  

22   like, I might -- I believe my colleagues may go
  

23   through some of that document.
  

24           So that document that you have in front
  

25   of you, that is the response plan that you guys
 

LaGamba Reporting Services
www.lagambareporting.com         (412) 458-0439



 27
  

1   put together that evening on the 11th?
  
2      A.   Yes, sir.
  
3      Q.   Okay.  Got it.
  
4      A.   Yes.  This was our Operation Plan.  This
  
5   is standard any time we do any sort of -- any
  
6   sort of operation, any sort of response.  We come
  
7   up with these plans any time we do a search
  
8   warrant on a house or a building.
  
9      Q.   Right.
  

10      A.   We did some -- we did a similar OPS Plan
  

11   back in 2020 for the first Donald Trump rally.
  

12      Q.   Understood.  Is that something -- is the
  

13   OPS Plan, is that something you typically shared
  

14   with other agencies or other groups of law
  

15   enforcement?
  

16      A.   It can be, yes.
  

17      Q.   It can be.  Do you know if it was shared
  

18   in this particular case?
  

19      A.   It was shared the day of the rally.
  

20      Q.   The day of the rally.
  

21      A.   I do know that.
  

22      Q.   Okay.  And it was shared with the Secret
  

23   Service and others?
  

24      A.   I do not know if it was shared with the
  

25   Secret Service.
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1      Q.   Okay.  Who do you know it was shared
  
2   with?
  
3      A.   So on the morning of the rally, we met at
  
4   the Brady Paul FOP Lodge on the farm show ground
  
5   property --
  
6      Q.   Right.
  
7      A.   -- for a briefing.  I believe it was at
  
8   9:00 a.m.  In this room was members of Butler
  
9   County ESU, Beaver County ESU, Washington
  

10   County -- or Washington Regional SWAT, which is
  

11   Washington County just south of Pittsburgh.
  

12      Q.   Right.
  

13      A.   I do not recall if there was fire
  

14   department or medics in the room.
  

15      Q.   Okay.  Do you recall if Secret Service
  

16   was present for that?
  

17      A.   I do not recall.
  

18      Q.   And that briefing was led by Commander
  

19    and , correct?
  

20      A.   Correct.
  

21      Q.   And at that briefing, they told the
  

22   group, "Here's what we are expecting," they told
  

23   everybody where they are supposed to be, and --
  

24      A.   (The interviewee nods his head.)
  

25      Q.   -- and did you have any concerns or hear
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1   any concerns from anyone at that briefing about
  
2   the plan that was put in place?
  
3      A.   I had no concerns, and I do not recall
  
4   any other concerns voiced.
  
5      Q.   Okay.  Now, your team, how many members
  
6   of your team were active for this -- specifically
  
7   your -- you know, the SWAT operators?
  
8      A.   The SWAT operators?  According to the
  
9   line-up, there was guys coming and going
  

10   throughout the day due to personal reasons and
  

11   their regular fulltime jobs.
  

12      Q.   Regular fulltime jobs, yeah.
  

13      A.   There is a list on here (indicating) of
  

14   the personnel on this slide here (indicating) --
  

15      Q.   Right.
  

16      A.   -- where it had the guys listed available
  

17   that were present and what their positions were.
  

18   For our QRF Team -- excuse me while I count real
  

19   quick.
  

20           For QRF, there is ten of us, including
  

21   myself.
  

22      Q.   Right.
  

23      A.   That included three SWAT operators from
  

24   Washington County, that is Washington Regional
  

25   SWAT, and one tactical medic.
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1      Q.   Right.
  
2      A.   And then for the Counter Assault Team, on
  
3   here (indicating), it was nine.
  
4      Q.   Okay.
  
5      A.   If that changed, I don't know off the top
  
6   of my head.
  
7      Q.   You don't know; but that is what your
  
8   expectation was?
  
9      A.   Yes, sir.
  

10      Q.   And did you have any concerns at that
  

11   time that you didn't have enough people to do
  

12   what you were needed to do?
  

13      A.   No.
  

14      Q.   Okay.  So just continuing through that
  

15   day, once you had the briefing, were there any
  

16   further briefings before you positioned yourself?
  

17      A.   No.
  

18      Q.   Okay.  And so, roughly, what time did you
  

19   get into position?
  

20      A.   Probably around 10:00 a.m.
  

21      Q.   All right.  And you and the SWAT, the
  

22   members of the SWAT QRF, you were in camo?
  

23      A.   Yes.
  

24      Q.   Or -- and sometimes you would wear the
  

25   metal plates?
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1      A.   The ballistics, yeah.
  
2      Q.   The ballistics?
  
3      A.   Yeah, ceramic ballistics.  Yeah.
  
4      Q.   Right.  And so you were not -- you were
  
5   clearly, from your perspective, identifiable to
  
6   the public, if someone saw you, even outside of
  
7   the ballistics --
  
8      A.   Yes.
  
9      Q.   -- as a law enforcement?
  

10      A.   Yes.
  

11      Q.   Now you were going to be positioned in
  

12   the barn --
  

13      A.   Yes.
  

14      Q.   -- during the event?
  

15      A.   (The interviewee nods his head.)
  

16      Q.   Had you been -- were you aware of a
  

17   request that there not be an obvious show of
  

18   force by law enforcement at the event?
  

19      A.   From the brief, Commander , he stated
  

20   that -- I believe it was the campaign staff, they
  

21   were not concerned about us being seen by the
  

22   general public, but they didn't want us in view
  

23   of all the media, you know, the cameras and what-
  

24   not from the media that was set up there so --
  

25      Q.   Right.  Got it.  So in other words, was
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1   it your understanding that they didn't want --
  
2   what Commander  was saying was that they
  
3   didn't want the stage itself, where the media
  
4   would be focused, because that would be where the
  
5   candidate and the speakers would be, to have
  
6   obvious, I'd call it, show of force?
  
7      A.   Yes.  From my understanding, they didn't
  
8   want our big armored truck parked right behind
  
9   where Trump was, you know.
  

10      Q.   Right.
  

11      A.   They didn't want dudes standing there in
  

12   camo and rifles and plate carriers and all that
  

13   stuff -- they didn't want all that in the view of
  

14   the, you know, media.
  

15      Q.   Did you think at that time that not being
  

16   staged in a position that would be in camera view
  

17   for the media would impede your ability to do the
  

18   job you had been asked to do?
  

19      A.   No.  I had full confidence that wherever
  

20   we were at, we could perform our duties, yeah.
  

21      Q.   Okay.  So now when you are positioned in
  

22   the barn at roughly 10 o'clock, roughly how many
  

23   people were with you from your team in that barn?
  

24      A.   I believe the full team was in there.
  

25      Q.   The full team.
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1      A.   Except for our sniper teams.
  
2      Q.   The sniper teams were out --
  
3      A.   Yes.
  
4      Q.   -- but your team, the QRF Team was there?
  
5      A.   Correct.  The QRF and our Counter
  
6   Assault, the CAT team, was there.
  
7      Q.   Got it.  And was the instruction that you
  
8   were to stay in that barn until called upon or
  
9   were members of the team free to exit and, you
  

10   know, check around or do whatever they were going
  

11   to do?
  

12      A.   We were free to exit, come and go, if we
  

13   needed to.
  

14      Q.   Right.
  

15      A.   Myself and , I had a side-by-side, a
  

16   big, like, a six-seater side-by-side --
  

17      Q.   Right.
  

18      A.   We hopped in that, and we drove around
  

19   the grounds.  You know, as soon as we started
  

20   getting set up in that barn the first thing in
  

21   the morning there, we drove around just to see
  

22   how everything was set up --
  

23      Q.   Got it.
  

24      A.   -- because even though we were there on
  

25   Thursday --
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1      Q.   Right.
  
2      A.   -- only a small part of the place was set
  
3   up for the actual event.
  
4      Q.   Right.
  
5      A.   So we wanted to get an idea if we had to
  
6   go somewhere, how can we get there?
  
7      Q.   Right.
  
8      A.   You know, what's going to be in the way?
  
9      Q.   Got it.
  

10      A.   So we hopped in that, and we drove around
  

11   in that.
  

12      Q.   Got it.
  

13      A.   And then throughout the day, like, if we
  

14   wanted to step outside the barn, we could, you
  

15   know.
  

16      Q.   Right.  Okay.  And you had mentioned that
  

17   the Secret Service agent had told you during the
  

18   walk-through that they intended to put a black
  

19   screen or an opaque screen in the area separating
  

20   the actual event from the AGR property?
  

21      A.   Yes.  That was our understanding.
  

22      Q.   Did you see that screen there that day?
  

23      A.   No.  No.
  

24      Q.   Did that concern you?
  

25      A.   Yes.
 

LaGamba Reporting Services
www.lagambareporting.com         (412) 458-0439



 35
  

1      Q.   Okay.  And it concerned you because it
  
2   didn't -- the issue that you had been concerned
  
3   about during the walk-through had not been
  
4   resolved with a screen?
  
5      A.   I would say yes.
  
6      Q.   Okay.  And did you consider the AGR
  
7   property to be an area where a potential threat
  
8   could come from?
  
9      A.   Yes.
  

10      Q.   And you mentioned that there were chain
  

11   link fences there?
  

12      A.   Yes.
  

13      Q.   So your jobs were not -- you were not
  

14   snipers, right?
  

15      A.   Correct.
  

16      Q.   Your jobs were to actually deploy to
  

17   where a threat might be, correct?
  

18      A.   Correct.
  

19      Q.   So did you figure out how you would get
  

20   to the AGR property in the event there was a
  

21   threat from that area?
  

22      A.   The best way that I could figure was to
  

23   leave the barn on the side-by-side and drive down
  

24   Brady Paul Lane and exit -- it would have been
  

25   exit to the east onto Meridian Road.
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1      Q.   Right.
  
2      A.   And then from there, I wasn't sure how I
  
3   would get over there, because I wasn't familiar
  
4   with the layout.
  
5      Q.   Okay.
  
6      A.   Like, I believe there was house,
  
7   residential houses, foliage, trees and all that
  
8   stuff.  I didn't know exactly how to get over
  
9   there at the time, so...
  

10      Q.   Right.  Understood.  Were you aware that
  

11   there were Sheriff's Department and also State
  

12   Police that were assigned to the event?
  

13      A.   Yes.
  

14      Q.   Did you have an understanding as to who
  

15   would be -- if anyone, who would be patrolling
  

16   the area near the AGR Building?
  

17      A.   I was -- I was told that State Police
  

18   would be handling the perimeter or anything that
  

19   happened outside the perimeter; and I also knew
  

20   that Butler Township patrol officers would be
  

21   directing traffic all over the place.
  

22      Q.   All around?
  

23      A.   Yeah, all over the place, so...
  

24      Q.   So you believed that the area would be --
  

25   there would be a, call it, a police presence?
 

LaGamba Reporting Services
www.lagambareporting.com         (412) 458-0439



 37
  

1      A.   Yes.
  
2      Q.   And did you have any concerns that that
  
3   would not be sufficient for purposes of what you
  
4   needed to do to secure the area?
  
5      A.   To the best of my knowledge, I just had
  
6   faith that there were guys there to take care of
  
7   it, whatever, whatever the problem may be.
  
8      Q.   Okay.  Understood.  So now in the course
  
9   of -- and I am trying to cover a lot of ground,
  

10   because we are getting late in the day --
  

11      A.   Right.
  

12      Q.   -- and we have actually learned a lot
  

13   from various people.
  

14      A.   Sure.
  

15      Q.   So later that day, I think that the
  

16   people were allowed into the event around 1
  

17   o'clock or so in that afternoon, and the crowd
  

18   started to build over the course of the day.
  

19      A.   Uh-huh.
  

20      Q.   Did you or your team, at that point as
  

21   the crowd started to gather, did you go outside
  

22   the barn to start looking around and just keeping
  

23   sight on who was out and about?
  

24      A.   Yeah.  We were -- yeah.  We were standing
  

25   outside the barn.  We were watching the crowds.
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1      Q.   Right.
  
2      A.   You know, people started filling the
  
3   bleachers and then the area in front.
  
4           And at one point, , 
  
5    and I, we --  asked 
  
6    and I to go with him to meet with Secret
  
7   Service, because he was tasked out with the
  
8   Secret Service Counter Assault guys.
  
9      Q.   Right.
  

10      A.   He wanted us to walk over with him to
  

11   find out where he was supposed to be for that.
  

12      Q.   Okay.
  

13      A.   And during that,  and I, we
  

14   stood -- if you're looking at the stage from the
  

15   crowd, we stood on the right-hand side of the
  

16   stage between the center bleachers and the right
  

17   bleachers.  We stood there in the break in
  

18   between the bleachers and looked out into the
  

19   crowd (gesturing).
  

20      Q.   Okay.  Got it.  During the course of the
  

21   day, did you have trouble with your cell phone
  

22   service?
  

23      A.   Yes.  It was slow.
  

24      Q.   Slow?
  

25      A.   Yeah.  I just figured every time you go
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1   to a football game or a hockey game or a concert,
  
2   large concert, there's so many people -- I have
  
3   been to a lot, been to a bunch of them.
  
4      Q.   Right.
  
5      A.   Every time I have gone to those, cell
  
6   service is always real slow, just because there
  
7   is -- it's congested.  Cell service is congested.
  
8      Q.   Right.  Did you have complaints that you
  
9   were hearing from either your team or from, you
  

10   know, other security around the area about the
  

11   difficulty communicating over cell phones?
  

12      A.   Yeah.  We were -- we were all talking
  

13   about it, really, you know.  "This sucks."  You
  

14   know, it was taking forever to send a text
  

15   message, you know.
  

16      Q.   Right.  Understood.  And were you -- you
  

17   were using, I think it's called Butler OPS 4; is
  

18   that right?
  

19      A.   Police OPS 4.
  

20      Q.   Police OPS 4.
  

21      A.   On the radio?
  

22      Q.   Yeah.  They call it different things.
  

23   Police OPS 4?
  

24      A.   Yes.
  

25      Q.   On your radio?
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1      A.   Yeah.
  
2      Q.   And did you have any trouble with that?
  
3      A.   No.
  
4      Q.   So that worked fine, and you under-
  
5   stood -- and anybody who was communicating over
  
6   that, you understood?  You heard what they were
  
7   saying, and they could hear what you were saying?
  
8      A.   Yes.
  
9      Q.   Okay.  So at any point -- some point
  

10   during the day, did you learn about a suspicious
  

11   person, who turned out to be Crooks --
  

12      A.   Uh-huh.
  

13      Q.   -- but at the time, of course, you didn't
  

14   know who he was?  Did you learn about that there
  

15   was a suspicious person in the AGR area property?
  

16   Did you learn about that at some point in the
  

17   day?
  

18      A.   Yes.  , he -- I wasn't really paying
  

19   attention to my phone.
  

20      Q.   Right.
  

21      A.   So he was relaying to me that there was a
  

22   male with long hair with a supposed rangefinder,
  

23   and he was telling me this by mouth --
  

24      Q.   Right.
  

25      A.   -- as we were standing outside the front
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1   of the barn there.  So I was looking around for
  
2   him.  I didn't have eyes on my phone whenever all
  
3   of these supposed messages were going around,
  
4   so...
  
5      Q.   Right.  Understood.  Do you remember if
  
6    had told you, before he told you about the
  
7   rangefinder, that he had spotted the person who
  
8   turned out to be Crooks, and was watching him
  
9   because he was acting in a way that was different
  

10   than most people were acting on the grounds or I
  

11   will say outside the perimeter?
  

12      A.   I don't recall exactly what was said.
  

13      Q.   Okay.
  

14           (Interruption by the timer going off.)
  

15      A.   We were all -- Crooks, ultimately being
  

16   Crooks, there was also several other people on
  

17   that outside fence, on the outside of the fence
  

18   over by AGR that we were also paying attention
  

19   to, as well, including a kid wearing like a red
  

20   T-shirt, a Sheetz T-shirt.
  

21      Q.   Right.
  

22      A.   He was running back and forth, so I was
  

23   watching him.  There was an older gentleman in,
  

24   like, a yellow construction T-shirt.
  

25      Q.   Right.
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1      A.   So we were just talking about all that,
  
2   as well.
  
3      Q.   Just a number of different people that
  
4   were there?
  
5      A.   Yeah.
  
6      Q.   And just -- and then I am going to turn
  
7   it over to the Minority.  When you heard from
  
8    that one of the people that had been
  
9   spotted or was being watched, I should say, had a
  

10   range- finder, what was your reaction to that?
  

11      A.   Oh, I thought it was weird.
  

12      Q.   Right.  Why do you think it was weird?
  

13      A.   Why would you bring a rangefinder?  You
  

14   know, why not -- you know, I think in my mind, I
  

15   was, like, okay, maybe that's all this guy has
  

16   got to try to -- but, they -- every rangefinder I
  

17   have ever looked through, they don't necessarily
  

18   magnify.
  

19      Q.   Right.
  

20      A.   They just -- there's, like, a little
  

21   laser (gesturing) in there that --
  

22      Q.   That tells you the distance?
  

23      A.   -- that tells you the distance, yeah.  So
  

24   I thought that was weird, because I figured,
  

25   well, there is going to be all these people on
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1   the other side of the fence from a distance there
  
2   trying to look in and see Trump and see what is
  
3   going on.
  
4      Q.   Right.
  
5      A.   And they'd probably have binoculars.
  
6      Q.   Right.  Right.
  
7      A.   So, yeah, I thought it was weird.
  
8                :  I am going to turn it
  
9   over to the Minority.
  

10                :  We can go off the
  

11   record for a moment.
  

12                (Off the record at 4:31 p.m.)
  

13                (Discussion off the record.)
  

14                (Back on the record at 4:32 p.m.)
  

15                      EXAMINATION
  

16   BY :
  

17      Q.   We are back on record.  Thank you, again,
  

18   for being here today.  We really do appreciate
  

19   it.
  

20      A.   Of course.
  

21      Q.   I'm going to ask you a few questions that
  

22   are going to be very similar to what the Majority
  

23   just asked you, just to make sure that I am clear
  

24   on what went on in my head.  So I apologize if
  

25   there is a little bit of overlap with it.
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1      A.   Okay.
  
2      Q.   But can you please give us a little bit
  
3   more understanding about your background and
  
4   career prior to becoming a patrolman with Butler
  
5   City Police?
  
6      A.   Sure.  I went to Marine Corps Boot Camp
  
7   fresh out of high -- like, a week after I
  
8   graduated high school.
  
9           I went through all that training.  Then I
  

10   went to military police school right after that.
  

11   I got out of -- I graduated military police
  

12   school, and I went into the Reserves out of
  

13   Pittsburgh.  I did that for eight years, I
  

14   believe.  I got out in 2019.
  

15           I had a lot of good opportunities with
  

16   that.  I trained all over the world.  I went to
  

17   South Korea, Morocco, Jordan, all over the United
  

18   States; and I trained with a lot of good people,
  

19   and I learned a lot over the years.
  

20      Q.   Okay.
  

21      A.   And, you know, with -- you know, training
  

22   with, obviously, shooting water guns, having fun
  

23   with that.  Active shooter training, going back
  

24   all the way to the military police school, I did
  

25   a lot of active shooter training.
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1           I did a lot of urban combat training or
  
2   mouth training.  You know, we did a lot of convoy
  
3   security training.  The guys that I got brought
  
4   up by, they fought in Fallu -- not Fallujah.
  
5   They fought in Marjah and Afghanistan, I believe.
  
6   It was the big push with -- I believe it was one
  
7   six.
  
8           So those guys, they brought me up through
  
9   the ranks and everything, and they taught me a
  

10   lot of stuff from that.
  

11           I tried going to college while I was in
  

12   the Reserves, and I didn't like it.  It wasn't
  

13   for me.  I went through, like, three semesters,
  

14   and I hated it; and I was working fulltime at the
  

15   time at UPS just to make money.
  

16           And my old man was a cop for 22 years,
  

17   and I grew up in that atmosphere.  He was a SWAT
  

18   team guy, as well; and he always took me to
  

19   training whenever he couldn't find a babysitter.
  

20   So I just kind of grew up in that environment,
  

21   and I always knew I wanted to do it eventually.
  

22           So I stopped going to college and I quit
  

23   my job at UPS, and I went to the police academy.
  

24   I graduated from that and worked down in
  

25   Washington County for about two years, right down
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1   south of here.  I got hired fulltime in Butler
  
2   County here in Butler City in 2018, and I have
  
3   been here ever since.
  
4      Q.   Thank you.  And what year did you
  
5   graduate from the police academy?
  
6      A.   2015 or '16.
  
7      Q.   Okay.  And one MOS in the Marine Corps?
  
8      A.   Correct.  Just military police, 5811.
  
9      Q.   Okay.  Thank for your service.
  

10      A.   Yes, ma'am.
  

11      Q.   So you mentioned that you were at the
  

12   Trump rally in 2020.  Have you done any other
  

13   private security with any other rallies?
  

14      A.   No.
  

15      Q.   And do you have any experience with
  

16   security details?
  

17      A.   No.
  

18      Q.   Okay.  And do you have any experience
  

19   coordinating with PSP or other Federal entities?
  

20      A.   Through our patrol job.  I mean, we
  

21   coordinate with State Police quite often.  I have
  

22   been on drug warrants, drug raids with Federal
  

23   agencies, DEA and I think FBI and State Police
  

24   and all that stuff.  So yes, I was familiar with
  

25   working with them.
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1      Q.   Moving to the July 11th walk-through, did
  
2   you guys walk around the fences and discuss
  
3   vulnerabilities and talk about any anticipated
  
4   security changes?
  
5      A.   There was definitely the fence line, like
  
6   I, you know, explained before, the fence line
  
7   with the cloth put over it.
  
8      Q.   Uh-huh.
  
9      A.   Obviously, that is a concern, because if
  

10   there is a crowd -- or I'm sorry -- a cover over
  

11   the fence, there is probably not going to be a
  

12   crowd gathering on the side of the fence because
  

13   they can't see through it.  So, obviously, that
  

14   was a concern.
  

15      Q.   Did you talk to anyone explicitly about
  

16   why the AGR Building was left outside of the
  

17   perimeter?
  

18      A.   I think there was mumbling amongst the
  

19   team, you know.  "Is there going to be people
  

20   over there, like, cops?  You know, is that inside
  

21   the perimeter, outside the perimeter?"  It was
  

22   all that stuff.  The specifics, I can't remember.
  

23      Q.   Okay.  Now, do you know from living and
  

24   working -- or excuse me -- from working in
  

25   Butler, what types of events are typically held
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1   at the Butler Farm?
  
2      A.   Farm shows.  That is about as far as I
  
3   know.
  
4      Q.   Okay.  Any previous logistical issues
  
5   with hosting large events at the farm, as far as
  
6   you know?
  
7      A.   Not that I am not aware of.  I'm unaware.
  
8      Q.   Okay.  Moving to, kind of, just the OPS
  
9   Plan and just the general QRF discussions, can
  

10   you give us an example of when the QR team, the
  

11   QRF Team, would have been deployed?
  

12      A.   From our understanding, the QRF Team
  

13   would be deployed if there was -- if there was an
  

14   event outside the perimeter that patrol couldn't
  

15   handle anymore, if it got out of hand, such as a
  

16   civil disturbance, like a protest that got out of
  

17   hand.
  

18           We were told, you know, if a drone was
  

19   down, we were to recover a drone, or the drone.
  

20      Q.   Uh-huh.
  

21      A.   Obviously, what happened falls underneath
  

22   that umbrella.
  

23      Q.   Okay.
  

24      A.   But, you know, what happened, what ended
  

25   up happening with an active shooter, any type of
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1   shooter, multiple shooter, single shooter,
  
2   anything like that.
  
3      Q.   Yes.  And moving to the day of the event
  
4   at the briefing that you were at in the morning
  
5   of the 13th that you mentioned --
  
6      A.   Uh-huh.
  
7      Q.   -- did anyone at that briefing or any
  
8   separate meeting that you had bring up the fact
  
9   that the Secret Service was going to have counter
  

10   snipers?
  

11      A.   Yes.  It was brought up that they would
  

12   have counter snipers.
  

13      Q.   Did anyone say why?
  

14      A.   (No response.)
  

15      Q.   Was there any sort intelligence given?
  

16      A.   No.
  

17      Q.   Did you hear, is it common for the U. S.
  

18   Secret Service to have counter sniping at events
  

19   like this?
  

20      A.   They did at the one in 2020.
  

21      Q.   Okay.  And it was U.S. Secret Service
  

22   that brought the counter snipers in 2020?
  

23      A.   Yes.
  

24      Q.   So were you aware of how many Command
  

25   Posts were there that day?
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1      A.   Yes.  I was aware of ours, the local
  
2   police and ESU, and then I was aware of the
  
3   Secret Service Command Post, and I was told that
  
4   it was the main office building for the farm show
  
5   grounds (gesturing).
  
6      Q.   Okay.  In your experience, both in the
  
7   Marine Corps and law enforcement, is it normal to
  
8   have two Command Posts?
  
9      A.   I have seen both.  I mean, in my personal
  

10   opinion, I think that there probably should have
  

11   been -- I think it's more effective to have them
  

12   all in one place for command and control.
  

13      Q.   Okay.  Uh-huh.  And can you kind of walk
  

14   us through who your chain of command was the day
  

15   of the 13th?
  

16      A.   Yes.  So above me would have been,
  

17   technically,  who is second in
  

18   charge of the team, and then , the team
  

19   commander.
  

20      Q.   Okay.  And where were they located on the
  

21   13th?
  

22      A.    was with us at the barn,
  

23   and also behind the stage area with Secret
  

24   Service.
  

25      Q.   Uh-huh.
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1      A.   And then  was at our Command Post.
  
2      Q.   Okay.  So in that chain of command, what
  
3   did you have the authority to authorize versus
  
4   what would you have needed your Deputy Commander
  
5   or Commander to authorize?
  
6      A.   I believe I had authorization to react
  
7   appropriately to any threat; and then if there
  
8   was, you know, something questionable, then I
  
9   felt free to run up the chain of command and ask
  

10   for their guidance, so...
  

11      Q.   Okay.  And on the day of the 13th, did
  

12   you see any drones?
  

13      A.   I don't recall.
  

14      Q.   Okay.  And you mentioned earlier that you
  

15   were on OPS 4.  How would you characterize your
  

16   interactions and communications with the local
  

17   Command Post?
  

18      A.   I believe our communication was clear and
  

19   concise.  There was no radio problems.  It was
  

20   pretty standard for us to use a channel with
  

21   that, a channel from patrol.  They were on a
  

22   different channel from us, you know, and that is
  

23   pretty standard.
  

24      Q.   Yeah.  Did you have any communication
  

25   with the Secret Service that day?
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1      A.   Me personally, no.
  
2      Q.   Did you have any communication with other
  
3   law enforcement agencies?
  
4      A.   If I wanted to, I could have.  I could
  
5   have just switched my channel if I needed to talk
  
6   to them.
  
7      Q.   Were you surfing the channels at all, or
  
8   were you solely on OPS 4?
  
9      A.   I was solely on OPS 4.
  

10      Q.   And that day, did you use the Signal app
  

11   at all?
  

12      A.   No, not that I recall.
  

13      Q.   Okay.  Now -- and I know that we kind of
  

14   started talking about this earlier, but just to
  

15   make sure it's clear in my mind:  When did you
  

16   first become aware of report of a suspicious
  

17   person?
  

18      A.   I don't know the exact timeframe off the
  

19   top of my head.
  

20      Q.   Yeah.
  

21      A.   It was probably before Former President
  

22   Trump arrived.  It was somewhere in that
  

23   timeframe, maybe, like, half an hour or 45
  

24   minutes to an hour before he arrived.
  

25      Q.   And when you first became aware of that
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1   there was a suspicious person, were you also
  
2   notified that he had a rangefinder at the same
  
3   time, or were those two different pieces of
  
4   information?
  
5      A.   Like I explained before --
  
6      Q.   Uh-huh.
  
7      A.   -- I was getting this information by word
  
8   of mouth from , , because I
  
9   wasn't on my phone.
  

10      Q.   Yeah, on the phone.
  

11      A.   Yeah.  I was paying attention to what was
  

12   going on, you know, in real life around me.
  

13           And so he was telling me about, you know,
  

14   this kid with the -- you know, who ended up being
  

15   Crooks, with the long hair, and I think he said
  

16   he had a gray T-shirt on and supposedly had a
  

17   rangefinder, so...
  

18      Q.   Uh-huh.  Did  show you a picture
  

19   of him at all?
  

20      A.   I don't recall.
  

21      Q.   Okay.  So can you just walk us through a
  

22   timeline of what was happening when shots were
  

23   fired with you and your team?
  

24      A.   Of course.  Myself, , and 
  

25   were standing in the grassy area behind -- if you
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1   are looking at the bleachers and the stage from
  
2   the crowd, the left side bleachers.  We were
  
3   standing in the grassy area behind that in front
  
4   of the red barn that we were staged in; and we
  
5   were scanning the crowd that was -- we were
  
6   watching the crowd that was outside the second
  
7   fence, closest to the AGR Building.
  
8           And the next thing I knew, there were
  
9   uniformed patrol officers running along the grass
  

10   in front of the building, on our side of the
  

11   building.  They were running along the -- what
  

12   would have been the South Side of the building.
  

13           And that is when I reacted.  I saw that,
  

14   and I was, like, "Oh, something is going down."
  

15   So that is when I ran back to the barn.  And our
  

16   side-by-side that I was driving for our QRF Team
  

17   was parked right inside of that front door of the
  

18   barn, facing towards the crowd.
  

19           I yelled at our guys for QRF.  I was,
  

20   like, "Let's go.  Something's going on," you
  

21   know, "Hop in the side-by-side."  So we all did
  

22   that.
  

23           I started inching out, and I was trying
  

24   to see what was going on over there; and as I
  

25   started inching out, shots started going off.
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1   Right away, I pulled out of there driving.  We
  
2   were all loaded up in the side-by-side.
  
3           And as I was pulling out, the rounds kept
  
4   going.  They were cracking pretty close.  They
  
5   was pretty close to us, and I thought we were
  
6   getting shot at, and I was, you know, pedal to
  
7   the floor.
  
8           I went around the building.  I drove down
  
9   along the north side of the building of the barn,
  

10   and I headed east, back towards Meridian Road.
  

11      Q.   Uh-huh.
  

12      A.   I made a left on Meridian Road.  I kept
  

13   driving down.  On the left-hand side, on the west
  

14   side of the road there on Meridian Road, there
  

15   was houses; and I wasn't sure how to get over to
  

16   the AGR Building.  I just knew I had to.
  

17           I was looking and looking and looking,
  

18   and I didn't know if I was going to be able to
  

19   get through these people's backyards because of
  

20   fences or whatever might be back there, a tree
  

21   line.
  

22           So I kept driving northbound on Meridian
  

23   Road, and I found an access road that goes
  

24   towards the big water tower that we have all
  

25   seen.
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1           I drove the side-by-side up that access
  
2   road westbound towards AGR.  I got up into that
  
3   parking lot on the east side of the building.  I
  
4   made it to that side, pulled up towards like the
  
5   loading dock area.
  
6      Q.   Uh-huh.
  
7      A.   We all jumped out.  I was quick.  I
  
8   didn't even shut the doors on the side-by-side
  
9   and left the engine running.  We hopped out as
  

10   fast as we could.
  

11      Q.   So can we pause for just one moment --
  

12      A.   Yeah.
  

13      Q.   -- because I want to come back to this in
  

14   one moment, but I have just a few follow-up
  

15   questions from all of the information you just
  

16   gave.
  

17      A.   Sure.  Yeah.
  

18      Q.   Why were the three of you looking over at
  

19   the AGR Building before you saw the people
  

20   running?  It sounds like you guys were staring at
  

21   it before everything kind of started occurring.
  

22      A.   Yes.  So me, personally, I was watching,
  

23   because  brought up about the suspicious
  

24   person.
  

25      Q.   Uh-huh.
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1      A.   So I was looking for that.   also
  
2   had mentioned -- he was pointing out the other
  
3   people that were acting suspicious with the kid
  
4   wearing the red shirt, the older gentleman
  
5   wearing, you know, the yellow construction shirt,
  
6   and I believe there was a female that was pointed
  
7   out as, as well, that we suspected might have
  
8   been distracting, used as a distraction tool for
  
9   us, and then the other people walking around.
  

10           But we weren't sure.  We were just
  

11   looking, trying to pick threats out of the crowd
  

12   that might be potential threats.
  

13      Q.   Yeah.
  

14      A.   So that is why we were watching the
  

15   crowd.
  

16      Q.   Yes.  So it sounds like you are the one
  

17   who made the decision.  You saw officers in
  

18   uniform running, and you thought, "There is an
  

19   issue there," and so you said, "Let's go"?
  

20      A.   Uh-huh.
  

21      Q.   Were you moving before you heard over the
  

22   radio that  said, "QRF deploy"?
  

23      A.   So I didn't hear him say that on the
  

24   radio.
  

25      Q.   Okay.
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1      A.   I heard the shots go off as we were
  
2   pulling out of the barn.  I knew we had to go.  I
  
3   made the call.
  
4      Q.   Okay.  And had you known, prior to seeing
  
5   everything happen, that there was a man on the
  
6   roof, knowing that there was a suspicious man
  
7   with a rangefinder, would that information have
  
8   been enough for you to say, "Let's go"?
  
9      A.   No.
  

10      Q.   No?
  

11      A.   No.
  

12      Q.   What was it that got you to the point
  

13   where you felt confident saying, We're running"?
  

14      A.   The shots.
  

15      Q.   The shots?
  

16      A.   Uh-huh.
  

17      Q.   But you were moving before the shots,
  

18   so...
  

19      A.   We were pulling out of the barn before
  

20   the shots.
  

21      Q.   Pulling out of the barn, so...
  

22      A.   I was inching out, because the side-by-
  

23   side was pulled back into the barn a little bit.
  

24      Q.   Yeah.
  

25      A.   I was inching up on the side-by-side and
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1   leaning out of the barn to see what was going on.
  
2      Q.   Okay.
  
3      A.   That's when shots were fired.
  
4      Q.   So you basically said, "Everybody get in
  
5   so" --
  
6      A.   Correct.
  
7      Q.   -- "so if we need to, we are ready to go
  
8   from this moment"?  Correct?
  
9      A.   Correct.
  

10      Q.   Had the shots not gone off, would you
  

11   have just stayed in the barn?
  

12      A.   Yes, because I didn't know that they
  

13   were -- that the guy had a gun.
  

14      Q.   Okay.  So walk me through what happened
  

15   when you arrived at the AGR Building.  You pull
  

16   up by the loading dock.  You leave the vehicle
  

17   on.  And then what happens?
  

18      A.   We started looking for a way to get on
  

19   the roof.   jumped up on -- I saw him.  He
  

20   jumped up on a real rickety unstable storage
  

21   shed, and he, I guess, couldn't up on the roof
  

22   so...
  

23           And then one of the Butler Township
  

24   police officers, , he was telling
  

25   me, you know, "The guy's on the roof.  He's got a
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1   gun."
  
2           And then I heard some yelling saying -- I
  
3   believe it was  saying that he was further
  
4   down from where we were at on the loading dock.
  
5      Q.   Uh-huh.
  
6      A.   So we started going down, walking south
  
7   along the building, on the east side of the
  
8   building, and we found -- behind two tall pine
  
9   trees we found a cut-in to the building, and
  

10   there was a lower roof.
  

11           So we made a human ladder (gesturing) and
  

12   hoisted each other up.  A Washington Regional
  

13   SWAT member team guy, he was in front of me.  He
  

14   got up first, and then I climbed up second.
  

15           And once I got up on the roof, I looked
  

16   to my left, and I saw the body laying there, you
  

17   know, towards the center of the roof, the ridge
  

18   of the roof.
  

19           The Washington operator, he was giving
  

20   verbal commands, like, "Show me your hands.  Show
  

21   me hands."  I just kept my rifle up on the body,
  

22   because you don't know if he's dead.  I kept my
  

23   rifle up on the body and just provided cover
  

24   because while he is giving commands, I didn't
  

25   want to start yelling, because if you get too
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1   many people start yelling, it gets confusing for
  
2   the bad guy, you know, the person you are giving
  
3   commands to.  Not so much, you know --
  
4           But anyways, and then two more guys got
  
5   up there as commands were being yelled as I was
  
6   providing cover on the body; and that's when I
  
7   said to the Washington guy, "I'll provide cover.
  
8   You go hands on and put him in restraints."
  
9           So we moved up together, up to the body.
  

10   I kept my rifle on the guy, on Crooks, on his
  

11   body.  At this time, he was laying on his left --
  

12   kind of on his left shoulder, (demonstrating), a
  

13   long trail of blood running down the roof.  I've
  

14   seen enough dead bodies, and he looked very dead,
  

15   you know.
  

16      Q.   (Nods her head.)
  

17      A.   I said on the radio, "The shooter is
  

18   down, he's down hard."  I stood over the body
  

19   with my rifle while the Washington Regional SWAT
  

20   guy, he put -- you know, he started going hands
  

21   on with the body.  He pulled the rifle away from
  

22   the body, because, once again, you just don't
  

23   know.  You just never know, so you want to remove
  

24   that weapon from the body.
  

25      Q.   That is standard operating procedure --
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1      A.   It is.
  
2      Q.   -- to take the rifle and the weapon?
  
3      A.   It is.
  
4      Q.   How far did he move it?
  
5      A.   Approximately ten feet to the left of the
  
6   body, which would have been in the direction east
  
7   from the body on the roof (gesturing).
  
8           He laid it -- he laid the rifle about ten
  
9   feet away from the body, and then he went to
  

10   handcuff him.  He put a -- the Washington guy
  

11   grabbed the zip tie handcuffs, the flex cuffs.
  

12           I grabbed the shooter's legs, and he
  

13   grabbed -- the Washington guy grabbed his torso,
  

14   and we laid him out flat out on his stomach; and
  

15   the Washington guy put the flex cuffs on his
  

16   hands, subdued his hands.
  

17      Q.   Do you know how the Washington State team
  

18   got there to the AGR Building?  Did they ever
  

19   tell you?
  

20      A.   The Washington team?
  

21      Q.   Yes.  Excuse me.  The Washington team.
  

22   Not Washington State.  The Washington County
  

23   team.
  

24      A.   They drove a county SUV that was there.
  

25      Q.   Okay.  And so after you and the
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1   Washington County individual put the zip ties on,
  
2   what is your next move?
  
3      A.   So from my training, you know active
  
4   shooter training, we were always trained to, once
  
5   you get to the shooter, if you are, like, the
  
6   first or second guy there, you are stuck with him
  
7   until a higher power comes along and relieves
  
8   you, whether it be investigators or your command
  
9   or whoever.  Until somebody higher than you
  

10   comes, you are stuck with that body until you are
  

11   relieved, properly relieved.
  

12      Q.   Yeah.
  

13      A.   So the Washington SWAT operator and I
  

14   stayed with the body.
  

15           Another standard operating procedure that
  

16   we have is no matter what you see, you still call
  

17   for a medic to come and treat any wounds or
  

18   confirm that he is dead.  So I called for a medic
  

19   to come to the rooftop.
  

20           That is when a Beaver County SWAT
  

21   operator and a Beaver County Tactical Medic came
  

22   over and climbed up on the roof.  By this point,
  

23   I did call for a ladder so we can get up and down
  

24   off the roof quicker.
  

25      Q.   Uh-huh.
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1      A.   They came over.  They climbed up the
  
2   ladder.  The ladder was placed where we climbed
  
3   up, where we hoisted each other up (gesturing).
  
4   They climbed up that ladder and came up.  The
  
5   medic looked at the body of Crooks, and, "Yeah,
  
6   he's dead."  He confirmed that he was dead.
  
7      Q.   Do you know an approximate time that
  
8   happened?
  
9      A.   No, I don't.
  

10      Q.   Okay.
  

11      A.   From there, we stayed on the roof with
  

12   the body because nobody come to relieve us yet.
  

13           The gentleman that we have all seen in
  

14   the Body Cam footage -- black suit, red tie -- he
  

15   made his way up there, and he started asking
  

16   questions about what happened.  The Beaver County
  

17   SWAT operator, he talked more than I did because,
  

18   apparently, he knew more than I did.  I don't
  

19   know where he had gotten all of his information
  

20   from.
  

21           I answered what I could. I told the
  

22   Secret Service -- I believe -- I think he was a
  

23   Secret Service agent, the guy in the red tie.  I
  

24   pointed out to him everything that we saw on the
  

25   roof, the shell casings, the shooter's hair, that
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1   was -- because the shot that impacted him had
  
2   blew his hair off.  That was it essentially.
  
3           There was a black backpack on the roof,
  
4   as well; and we did -- the Washington SWAT
  
5   operator went through Crooks' pants pockets and
  
6   pulled out a remote control device.  So we called
  
7   that out, as well, and requested the bomb squad
  
8   to come check out the device, you know, assuming
  
9   the worst that it, you know, could have
  

10   controlled explosives somewhere, so...
  

11      Q.   And what happened after you called out
  

12   for the bomb squad?
  

13      A.   Allegheny County Bomb Squad responded.
  

14      Q.   And is this a different bomb squad than
  

15   the one that was in the barn with you?
  

16      A.   The ones in the barn were unarmed guys
  

17   with canines.
  

18      Q.   Okay.
  

19      A.   I believe they were talking to them.  I
  

20   believe they were, like, Army National Guard, and
  

21   they were contracted in to do their work as bomb-
  

22   sniffing dogs.
  

23      Q.   Okay.
  

24      A.   But no, they were not on the roof with
  

25   us.
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1      Q.   Okay.  So another team came in, and then
  
2   what happened?
  
3      A.   A member of the Allegheny County Bomb
  
4   Squad came up on the roof, took a look at the
  
5   remote control device.  He took the battery out.
  
6   It was powered by a nine-volt battery.  He took
  
7   it out, and I think he took a picture of it or
  
8   something; and he mentioned something about how
  
9   that particular device was featured in recent
  

10   training that they went to, and he left the roof.
  

11      Q.   Okay.
  

12      A.   Time had passed.  At this point, there
  

13   was other Secret Service agents, I believe,
  

14   coming up on the roof.
  

15      Q.   Did they announce themselves as Secret
  

16   Service, or is that your assumption.
  

17      A.   So they -- some of them had vests on that
  

18   said, "Secret Service" and stuff (gesturing).  So
  

19   I assumed.
  

20      Q.   So it's a good assumption?
  

21      A.   Yeah.  And then at one point, a group
  

22   showed up.  I believe he was a U.S. Assistant
  

23   District Attorney?
  

24           He showed up on the roof with his group
  

25   of co-workers, associates, whatever you want to
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1   call them.  As soon as they got up there, it
  
2   seemed like maybe only five minutes after they
  
3   got up there, they started talking amongst each
  
4   other -- and I don't recall what they were saying
  
5   to each other -- I was then notified over the
  
6   radio that the bomb squad indicated that there
  
7   was a bomb in the building underneath of us.
  
8      Q.   Okay.
  
9      A.   So I said out loud, "Everybody get off
  

10   the roof.  Evacuate the roof."  At that point, I
  

11   waited until everybody got down.  I made sure I
  

12   was the last guy off the roof.
  

13      Q.   During this time, did anyone move Mr.
  

14   Crooks' body?
  

15      A.   Not that I saw.
  

16      Q.   Okay.  So everybody gets off the roof.
  

17   You are the last one on the roof.  What happens
  

18   with the body?
  

19      A.   That was when I was off the roof.  I have
  

20   no idea.
  

21      Q.   But you left the body up on the roof?
  

22      A.   Right.
  

23      Q.   Everybody got off the roof?
  

24      A.   Yes.
  

25      Q.   Okay.  So once you are all off the
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1   roof --
  
2      A.   Uh-huh.
  
3      Q.   -- is a perimeter set around the
  
4   building, or what are the next steps with that?
  
5      A.   So what we did was we took cover behind
  
6   whatever we could, because we didn't know if the
  
7   bomb squad was about to detonate whatever it was
  
8   or what was going on, so we all took cover.  I
  
9   believe an "all clear" was called, I think.
  

10      Q.   At how much time from when you got off
  

11   the building to when the "all clear" was called?
  

12   So just an approximation.
  

13      A.   Thirty minutes.
  

14      Q.   Thirty minutes?  Okay.
  

15      A.   Roughly, give or take.  It didn't seem
  

16   too long.
  

17           After that, what I believe to be State
  

18   and Federal agencies, they took over the scene,
  

19   and my guys never went back up on the roof.
  

20      Q.   Okay.  So you never went back up on the
  

21   roof?
  

22      A.   No.
  

23      Q.   The last time that you saw Mr. Crooks'
  

24   body was as everybody was getting off the roof
  

25   due to the bomb threat?
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1      A.   Yes.
  
2      Q.   Okay.  Within 30 minutes, the "all
  
3   clear," and then are there people that are
  
4   heading back up onto the roof right after that?
  
5      A.   Yeah, as far as I remember.
  
6      Q.   Okay.  So do you think maybe there was
  
7   only a 30-minute period, give or take a few,
  
8   where nobody was on the roof?
  
9      A.   Sure.
  

10      Q.   Okay.  Backing up a little bit, I am
  

11   interested in kind of just law enforcement
  

12   thoughts, generally or specifically, about the
  

13   fact that a rangefinder was announced.
  

14           In your experience in military and law
  

15   enforcement, what does the fact that an
  

16   individual with a rangefinder mean to you?
  

17      A.   Through military experience and with law
  

18   enforcement?
  

19      Q.   Uh-huh.
  

20      A.   Usually, a rangefinder is used for
  

21   finding the distance of something to adjust your
  

22   sights.
  

23      Q.   When you heard that there was somebody
  

24   with a rangefinder --
  

25      A.   Uh-huh.
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1      Q.   -- I know you talked about it a little
  
2   bit earlier; but can you explain what your
  
3   thoughts were at that time?
  
4      A.   I didn't think it was good.
  
5      Q.   Okay.
  
6      A.   So I didn't think it was good.  I thought
  
7   it wasn't normal.  It was, like I explained, the
  
8   people that show up trying to watch something
  
9   from a distance, they don't use a rangefinder.
  

10   They use binoculars, typically, because range-
  

11   finders don't magnify.  You can see from a
  

12   distance.
  

13      Q.   Okay.  Sorry.  That was a little bit of a
  

14   sidenote; but going back, 30 minutes, "all
  

15   clear," and then what do you and your team do?
  

16      A.   I believe I said on the radio -- I asked
  

17   command, I asked , or I told him, I said,
  

18   "I've got five guys, five or six guys" -- however
  

19   many were with me -- I told him, "We're looking
  

20   for work," which means we are looking for
  

21   something to do.
  

22      Q.   Uh-huh.
  

23      A.   And he told me to take my guys and return
  

24   back the Command Post.  So we got back on the
  

25   side-by-side and we left the AGR Building and
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1   went back to the Command Post.
  
2      Q.   Okay.  And how late were you there the
  
3   evening of the 13th?
  
4      A.   I didn't get home until 5:00 in the
  
5   morning.
  
6      Q.   Oh, wow.  Okay.  So were you interviewed
  
7   that evening?
  
8      A.   Yes.
  
9      Q.   Who interviewed you?
  

10      A.   It was in our Command Post trailer, and
  

11   it was individuals who identified themselves as
  

12   Pennsylvania State Police and FBI.
  

13      Q.   And was it recorded?
  

14      A.   Yes, I believe so.
  

15      Q.   And when you got back to the command
  

16   trailer, what work did Commander  have for
  

17   you guys?
  

18      A.   To stand by.
  

19      Q.   Stand by?
  

20      A.   Uh-huh.  Take a break.  Stand by.  Drink
  

21   water.  Eat something if you can.
  

22                :  I think I just
  

23   barely got to my time, so I will --
  

24                :  You can continue on if
  

25   you would like.  It's up to you.
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1                :  Oh, you know what?
  
2   This is a good time.  We can go off the record.
  
3                (Off the record at 5:02 p.m.)
  
4                (Discussion off the record.)
  
5                (Recess taken.)
  
6                (Back on the record at 5:11 p.m.)
  
7                :  We're back on now, and
  
8   my colleague, , has some questions.
  
9                OFFICER :  Okay.
  

10                      EXAMINATION
  

11   BY :
  

12      Q.   I have some follow-up questions.
  

13   Earlier, you mentioned a few of the persons that
  

14   you thought might be of interest or concern, and
  

15   I think you said, there was someone in a red
  

16   shirt running around?
  

17      A.   Yes.
  

18      Q.   You said it was a kid.  Did you mean it
  

19   was a minor or a child or --
  

20      A.   Yeah.  It's a loose term.
  

21      Q.   Right.
  

22      A.   I didn't know his age, especially from
  

23   the distance that we were at.
  

24      Q.   Right.
  

25      A.   He was running back and forth along the
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1   fence line, acting erratic, I would say.
  
2      Q.   Right.
  
3      A.   So he would -- you know, he caught our
  
4   attention, obviously.
  
5      Q.   Right.
  
6      A.   And then there was an older gentleman in
  
7   a yellow construction T-shirt, like a fluorescent
  
8   yellow T-shirt.  He was walking back and forth,
  
9   and he didn't seem like he was with anybody, in
  

10   particular.
  

11      Q.   Right.
  

12      A.   So that stood out, yep.
  

13      Q.   And the third person, I think you
  

14   mentioned, and I think you said there was a woman
  

15   that you said seemed like she might be a
  

16   distraction?
  

17      A.   Yes.  Yes.  Yes.  There was a female that
  

18   was dancing, dancing around.  Just through
  

19   experience on the job, people tend to try to
  

20   distract you from what is really going on.
  

21      Q.   Right.
  

22      A.   People -- you know, working on the street
  

23   on patrol, they -- if you're interested in a
  

24   particular person, then sometimes their
  

25   friends --
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1      Q.   Right.
  
2      A.   -- start talking to you and get your
  
3   attention off of what is really going on here.
  
4      Q.   Right.  Right.
  
5      A.   So, yeah.  So that is why she was a
  
6   person of interest to us, anyways, to watch her.
  
7      Q.   Right.  And I think some other folks
  
8   might have mentioned that there was a woman on
  
9   horseback at some point.  Did you see this, too?
  

10      A.   Yes.
  

11      Q.   But this didn't rise to any level of
  

12   concern?
  

13      A.   She -- I guess you could say she was.  I
  

14   mean, she caught everybody's attention.  She was
  

15   riding this giant horse, and she had a big
  

16   "Trump" flag.  She was holding a big "Trump" flag
  

17   riding back and forth.  So, of course, that
  

18   caught everybody's attention.
  

19      Q.   Right.  Right.  Was she riding around
  

20   throughout the event, or was there a particular
  

21   time?
  

22      A.   She was -- I didn't see her earlier in
  

23   the day.  I only saw her closer to when Former
  

24   President Trump was getting there.
  

25      Q.   Right.  That was kind of the rough timing
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1   of when she was there?
  
2      A.   Yes.
  
3                :  Okay.  Thank you.
  
4                OFFICER :  Yes, sir.
  
5                  FURTHER EXAMINATION
  
6   BY :
  
7      Q.   I want to go back just a little bit in
  
8   time from when Crooks was actually engaged.
  
9      A.   Uh-huh.
  

10      Q.   So you covered some of this ground; but
  

11   there are just a few just clarifying questions.
  

12   You first heard about who we learned was Crooks
  

13   from , right?
  

14      A.   Yes.
  

15      Q.   And you heard from him that the guy had a
  

16   rangefinder?
  

17      A.   Yes.
  

18      Q.   At that point, QRF did not deploy to go
  

19   engage with him --
  

20      A.   Correct.
  

21      Q.   -- or to find him and to engage with him?
  

22      A.   Correct.
  

23      Q.   And can you just tell us why that was?
  

24      A.   Because he didn't -- so using a SWAT
  

25   team, I'm sure you've heard this before --
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1      Q.   Yes.
  
2      A.   -- it's a use of force.
  
3      Q.   Right.
  
4      A.   It's a show of force.
  
5      Q.   Right.
  
6      A.   Right?  So just because this guy, yes,
  
7   it's suspicious that he had a rangefinder, no
  
8   doubt --
  
9      Q.   Right.
  

10      A.   -- but it did not raise to the level of
  

11   sending a SWAT team.  At that time, it was
  

12   something that a reasonable cop, a reasonable
  

13   person, would believe that a patrol officer,
  

14   whether it be State Police or local police, could
  

15   go out there and confront this individual and
  

16   deal with the situation at hand.
  

17      Q.   Right.  Okay.  And at the time that you
  

18   learned about the suspicious individual with the
  

19   rangefinder, was it your understanding that steps
  

20   were being taken to actually contact State Police
  

21   or the Sheriff's Department, whoever was
  

22   patrolling outside the perimeter, to try to
  

23   assist?
  

24      A.   I assumed it was being done by Command.
  

25      Q.   Right.  By Command, because Command was
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1   hearing the same thing you were hearing, you
  
2   understood that, at that point?
  
3      A.   To my understanding, yes.
  
4      Q.   Right.  And it was their job to make sure
  
5   that all the -- that the right assets were being
  
6   used to try to deal with that situation?
  
7      A.   Yes.
  
8      Q.   Okay.  All right.  We have a bunch of
  
9   radio messages that you sent or received.  I am
  

10   not going to go through all of them.  You have
  

11   actually gone through the timeline.
  

12      A.   Okay.
  

13      Q.   One question I had was when -- when you
  

14   actually -- when you got the message that there
  

15   was a -- that the suspect was on the roof with a
  

16   rifle and you were pulling out of the barn, the
  

17   shots rang out; and then you drove around to
  

18   the -- to get to the building, to the AGR
  

19   Building -- you figured out how to get to the AGR
  

20   Building, I think you testified?
  

21      A.   Yes.  I figured out on my own how to get
  

22   there.
  

23      Q.   Got it.  Then was  with you, or was
  

24   he driving separately?
  

25                :  Let me ask a point
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1   of clarification.
  
2                :  Right.
  
3                :  You said when he
  
4   got the message of the individual on the roof
  
5   with the rifle.  I don't remember him saying that
  
6   today.
  
7                :  Oh, okay.  I might be
  
8   confusing witnesses.
  
9                :  So maybe if you
  

10   ask him?
  

11   BY :
  

12      Q.   Let me ask you:  Did you ever get a
  

13   message -- did you ever learn either over the
  

14   radio or from another person, that there was a
  

15   person on the roof with a rifle?
  

16      A.   I do not recall.
  

17      Q.   You don't recall?
  

18      A.   No.
  

19      Q.   Okay.  All right.  Was  with you
  

20   when you drove around?
  

21      A.   Yes.
  

22      Q.   Did  say anything to you about
  

23   getting or hearing that message?
  

24      A.   I don't recall.
  

25      Q.   Okay.  But as you were pulling out, that
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1   is when you heard the gunshots?
  
2      A.   So like I said, I was inching out of the
  
3   barn --
  
4      Q.   Right.
  
5      A.   -- trying to get a -- trying to see what
  
6   was going on over at the AGR Building.
  
7      Q.   Right.
  
8      A.   As soon as the shots went off, I made the
  
9   call that we were going.
  

10      Q.   Okay.  Got it.  Got it.  And then where
  

11   was  in physical proximity to you at the
  

12   time that you were inching out of the barn?
  

13      A.   As far as I know, he was in the
  

14   side-by-side with me.
  

15      Q.   Side-by-side?
  

16      A.   I don't remember his exact seat.
  

17      Q.   Got it.  No, I understand.  But he was
  

18   there with you?
  

19      A.   Yes.
  

20      Q.   Did he have his radio on at that point?
  

21      A.   Yes, I would assume so.
  

22      Q.   Okay.  All right.  But you don't recall
  

23   hearing anything about a suspect on the roof of
  

24   the barn with a rifle?
  

25      A.   By this point, we were just --
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1      Q.   You were moving?
  
2      A.   We were just going.
  
3      Q.   Okay.  Got it.  And you earlier said that
  
4   when you were doing the drive-around, just to
  
5   sort of figure out the layout of the area, was
  
6    with you during that?
  
7      A.   Yes, he was.
  
8      Q.   And when -- and you said that you weren't
  
9   sure exactly at that point how you would get to
  

10   the AGR Building --
  

11      A.   (The interviewee nods his head.)
  

12      Q.   -- or what we now know as the AGR
  

13   Building at that point in time.  Did that give
  

14   you any concern at that time that you didn't
  

15   really know exactly how to get to that building?
  

16      A.   It was a concern, but I had confidence
  

17   that we would figure it out --
  

18      Q.   Right.
  

19      A.   -- if the time came.
  

20      Q.   Got it.  And then you did figure it out
  

21   when the time came when you pulled out when the
  

22   shots were coming out?
  

23      A.   Yes, sir.
  

24      Q.   Do you remember -- do you know, roughly,
  

25   how long it took you to get to the AGR Building?
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1      A.   It's quick.
  
2      Q.   It was quick?
  
3      A.   I do --
  
4      Q.   I imagine you didn't have, like a --
  
5      A.   I drove that thing like I stole the
  
6   thing.
  
7                :  Okay.  Yeah.
  
8   Understood.  Can we just go off the record for a
  
9   second?
  

10                (Off the record at 5:20 p.m.)
  

11                (Discussion off the record between
  

12    and .)
  

13                (Back on the record at 5:22 p.m.)
  

14                :  Back on the record,
  

15   please.  Just a few more questions for you.
  

16   BY :
  

17      Q.   So during the course of the day before
  

18   the incident actually occurred, did you have an
  

19   understanding of whether or not the AGR Building,
  

20   the perimeter, on the outside, was secured,
  

21   meaning, was it being patrolled, was it --
  

22      A.   I wasn't -- I wasn't aware of where all
  

23   the patrol units were.
  

24      Q.   Okay.  And did you -- at any point before
  

25   the incident, were you involved in scanning the
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1   AGR Building or that area of the overall site?
  
2      A.   Like I said before, we were standing
  
3   there in that grassy area looking over in that
  
4   direction.
  
5      Q.   Right.  So did you recall seeing any
  
6   patrol people or patrolmen or any other law
  
7   enforcement in that area?
  
8      A.   The first time I noticed the patrol
  
9   officers was when they started running along the
  

10   building.
  

11      Q.   Right.  Right as the incident -- right
  

12   before the incident happened?
  

13      A.   Yes, sir.
  

14      Q.   Did it give you any concern when you were
  

15   scanning that area earlier -- watching the area,
  

16   you call it -- that you didn't see any law
  

17   enforcement presence in that area?
  

18      A.   I would say so.
  

19      Q.   Okay.  And just -- again, I have to ask
  

20   you some obvious questions, because it is for the
  

21   record.
  

22      A.   Yes, sir.
  

23      Q.   Why did it concern you?
  

24      A.   Well, there is, you know, a crowd of
  

25   people gathering over there, and they were
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1   unchecked.  It is not like they went through any
  
2   sort of security, metal detectors, being patted
  
3   down for, you know, obviously, like weapons or
  
4   anything.
  
5           So, yeah, it was a concern.  It felt like
  
6   a wide open threat.
  
7      Q.   Right.
  
8      A.   It could have been anybody over there.
  
9   They could have had anything with them.
  

10      Q.   Yeah.  Understood.  And then other people
  

11   we have spoken to who were -- and I think you
  

12   testified a bit about this yourself -- who were
  

13   watching the area did notice some people,
  

14   including Crooks, who they thought might be
  

15   people of interest, we'll call it, right?
  

16      A.   Uh-huh.
  

17      Q.   All right.  And now I am going to ask you
  

18   a hypothetical question.  If there had been
  

19   obvious patrol people in that area during that
  

20   time, would you have been able to contact them,
  

21   either indirectly or directly, to say, "Hey, we
  

22   see this strange person doing this strange thing.
  

23   Can you guys go and just talk to that person?"
  

24      A.   Of course.  It's always a possibility if
  

25   they were there, yes.
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1      Q.   It's always a possibility.  Based on your
  
2   experience, is that something that you would have
  
3   done -- if you knew that there were patrol people
  
4   out there, would you have -- let's say it was the
  
5   State Police or it was the Sheriff's
  
6   Department -- would you have been able to contact
  
7   directly somebody in the State Police Command
  
8   Center or whoever, to say, "Hey, can you contact
  
9   your patrol persons who are out here, the people
  

10   who are out here, and ask them to contact -- you
  

11   know, to engage this person"?
  

12      A.   The State Police, no, because I know that
  

13   we have different radios than they do.
  

14      Q.   Right.
  

15      A.   Our County radios are encrypted.
  

16      Q.   Right.
  

17      A.   Theirs are not, I don't think.
  

18      Q.   Right.
  

19      A.   But either way, like, when we are on
  

20   patrol, we can't talk with them.
  

21      Q.   Right.
  

22      A.   Which is a huge -- that is a separate
  

23   issue.
  

24      Q.   Separate issue.  But it is an issue?
  

25      A.   Yes.  But Sheriff's Deputies, yes, they
 

LaGamba Reporting Services
www.lagambareporting.com         (412) 458-0439



 85
  

1   share the same radio as we do.  So, yes, I would
  
2   have been able to talk to them.  I would have had
  
3   to change to a different channel.
  
4      Q.   Right.
  
5      A.   But I stayed on my channel, because I
  
6   thought it was most important.  But, yes, I could
  
7   have switched to a channel and spoken with
  
8   Sheriff's Deputies or other local police.
  
9      Q.   Understood.  And, again, I'm sorry about
  

10   the hypothetical.  But had you seen a police
  

11   presence, I will call it, in that area in the
  

12   property outside of the perimeter near the AGR
  

13   Building, could you have -- that day, could you
  

14   have called into the Command Center and said,
  

15   "Hey, can somebody make sure that the patrol
  

16   people who are out there engage with this person?
  

17   Here's a description.  Can somebody have somebody
  

18   talk to this person?"
  

19      A.   Yes, I could have.
  

20      Q.   Okay.  All right.  Let me ask you this
  

21   question.  I am not trying to make it too
  

22   hypothetical, because then it gets into the realm
  

23   of too much.
  

24      A.   Yeah.
  

25      Q.   The hypothetical, if, again, if there was
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1   a noticeable police presence in front of the AGR
  
2   Building -- you said that, "Yes, I could have
  
3   called Command Center or contacted Command Center
  
4   and said, you know, can we get somebody to talk
  
5   to this person or that person" -- in your
  
6   experience, do you think there would normally be
  
7   a significant delay in getting a patrol person to
  
8   be contacted through this Command Center to
  
9   actually go and engage the person?
  

10      A.   There very well could be.
  

11      Q.   And why is that?
  

12      A.   Due to my experience working on the job,
  

13   there is almost always a delay between the time
  

14   that somebody calls 911 and the time that 911,
  

15   and the dispatcher lets us know and dispatches us
  

16   to that call.  There is always a delay.
  

17      Q.   Right.  Okay.
  

18      A.   So...
  

19      Q.   And the delay can be for many reasons?
  

20      A.   Oh, yeah.  It could be anything and
  

21   everything.
  

22      Q.   Okay.  Let me ask you just a couple last
  

23   questions, and then I will turn it back to the
  

24   Minority.
  

25           From your perspective, looking back on
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1   the day now, is there -- and I am not looking
  
2   for, like, hindsight bias, pure hindsight bias at
  
3   all.  I will say it is not Monday morning
  
4   quarterbacking as it is just based on your
  
5   experience.
  
6           Is there anything that you think could
  
7   have been done by your team to prevent this
  
8   shooting from happening in terms of resources you
  
9   would have had available or people you would have
  

10   had available that at least would have -- might
  

11   have prevented this from happening?
  

12                :  Are you asking him
  

13   about the QRF Team specifically or --
  

14                :  QRF Team, specifically.
  

15   His personal knowledge.
  

16      A.   No.
  

17                :  Okay.  Back to the
  

18   Minority.
  

19                :  Just a few more
  

20   and then it's Friday night.  We understand this.
  

21                  FURTHER EXAMINATION
  

22   BY :
  

23      Q.   Since the evening of the 13th, when we
  

24   talked earlier, you had had an interview with two
  

25   PSP individuals and somebody from the FBI was
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1   there.  How many other formal interviews have you
  
2   been a part of?
  
3      A.   This is the first individual interview.
  
4      Q.   Okay.  How many group interviews?
  
5      A.   Two?
  
6                :  Well, it would
  
7   have been at the --
  
8                OFFICER :  Center for
  
9   Homeland --
  

10                :  Yes.  That was the
  

11   Homeland Security Investigative Group up at the
  

12   Butler 911 Center.  You were there for that?
  

13                OFFICER :  Yes.
  

14                :  Were you at any
  

15   others?
  

16                OFFICER :  Mr. Kelly's.  That
  

17   would have been this.
  

18                :  This group at BC3.
  

19                OFFICER :  That was in Butler
  

20   Township.
  

21                :  Oh, Butler
  

22   Township?  I'm not sure who that was.
  

23   BY :
  

24      Q.   When Chairman Kelly was in town, did you
  

25   meet with the team that was with him a few weeks
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1   ago?
  
2      A.   Yes.
  
3      Q.   Is that the one that --
  
4      A.   I believe so, yeah.
  
5      Q.   How many debriefs have you had about this
  
6   internally with Butler ESU, with Secret Service,
  
7   with any other law enforcement agency?
  
8      A.   Just within our team.
  
9      Q.   And when did that debrief happen?
  

10      A.   We had -- that would have been the week
  

11   after, a few days later.  They brought in CISM,
  

12   which is like a post-traumatic incident-type
  

13   people.
  

14      Q.   Uh-huh.
  

15      A.   And they came in, and we talked about the
  

16   situation, you know, see how everybody was doing,
  

17   and we talked about everything that happened
  

18   within our team.
  

19      Q.   Okay.  Our job is to not just figure out
  

20   what happened, but to also make recommendations
  

21   to Congress to make sure this doesn't ever happen
  

22   again.
  

23      A.   Uh-huh.
  

24      Q.   And just talking with Majority, it
  

25   doesn't sound like there is anything specific
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1   that the QRF lacked.
  
2           Do you think there was any asset or
  
3   resource that Butler ESU lacked that would have
  
4   been helpful?
  
5      A.   No, I don't believe so.
  
6      Q.   Okay.  Was there anything outside of your
  
7   command or Butler ESU's control that you think
  
8   would have made a considerable difference on
  
9   this?
  

10      A.   I don't think I can speak on their
  

11   behalf, to be honest with you.  Do you mean,
  

12   like, FBI or Secret Service or any of them?
  

13      Q.   Anyone.  Just, I mean, you have been in
  

14   law enforcement, between military and this, for
  

15   quite a while.
  

16      A.   Yes.
  

17      Q.   Just in your experience, is there
  

18   something that you saw that didn't go the way
  

19   that it should have?  I know earlier, you
  

20   mentioned that one Command Post works better than
  

21   two, generally.
  

22      A.   It does.
  

23      Q.   Anything else?
  

24      A.   Communication, no matter who you are, can
  

25   always be better.  You can always use more
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1   manpower.
  
2      Q.   More manpower and more communication.
  
3           Any other reflections since this happened
  
4   that you would like to share?
  
5      A.   Of the incident itself?
  
6      Q.   Anything.
  
7      A.   I would do it all over again if I had to
  
8   so...
  
9                :  Thank you.  Do you
  

10   have any questions?
  

11                :  No.
  

12                :  I think we are done,
  

13   so...
  

14                :  Oh, I just have something
  

15   I wanted to clarify.
  

16                :  Oh, sorry.
  

17                  FURTHER EXAMINATION
  

18   BY :
  

19      Q.   I want to clarify just one.
  

20      A.   Yes, sir.
  

21      Q.   Earlier when you said you were referring
  

22   to Homeland Security, were you referring to the
  

23   Department of Homeland Security independent
  

24   panel, or were you talking about Homeland
  

25   Security Governmental Affairs Committee over in
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1   the Senate?
  
2                :  It wasn't Senator
  
3   Grassley's group, which is like the Senate Budget
  
4   Office.  It was Homeland Security -- it was Rand
  
5   Paul's group.
  
6                :  Right.  So probably the
  
7   Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental
  
8   Affairs, HSGA?  Senator Paul is a ranking member
  
9   of that committee.
  

10                :  Yeah.  There's an
  

11   agency under it.  As I recall it, there is an
  

12   agency under Homeland Security that has
  

13   investigative function.
  

14                :  It's the subcommittee,
  

15   ESI, I think?
  

16                :  That's it.  That's
  

17   the one.
  

18                :  Oh, okay.  The ESI
  

19   subcommittee?
  

20                :  Okay.  Thank you.
  

21                :  Thank you.
  

22                :  And I actually
  

23   just remembered two very quick questions.  I'm so
  

24   sorry.
  

25                :  That's okay.
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1                  FURTHER EXAMINATION
  
2   BY :
  
3      Q.   Can you, really quickly, articulate what
  
4   items the shooter had on the roof with him that
  
5   day?  You mentioned a backpack and what was in
  
6   the pocket; but, specifically, all of the items
  
7   that you saw.
  
8      A.   Obviously, the AR-15 rifle, black
  
9   backpack, and the remote control device.
  

10      Q.   Okay.  Did you notice anything out of
  

11   place or surprising when you got up on the roof?
  

12      A.   No.
  

13                :  Okay.  Those are
  

14   my final two questions.  Thank you for your
  

15   patience.
  

16                OFFICER :  Of course.
  

17                :  Thank you very much
  

18   today for your time and for your service.
  

19                OFFICER :  Yes, sir.
  

20                :  Thank you for
  

21   voluntarily appearing here.  It is very helpful.
  

22   We appreciate it.
  

23                OFFICER :  Yes, sir.  Any
  

24   time.
  

25                :  And we are off the
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1   record.
  
2                (Interviewee excused.)
  
3                (Interview concluded at 5:33 p.m.)
  
4                       - - - - -
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1    INTERVIEW OF OFFICER ,
  
2               CHANGES AND/OR CORRECTIONS
  
3  
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1                      CERTIFICATE
  
2  
  
3          I, OFFICER , do
   hereby certify that I have read the foregoing
4   transcript of my interview, and it is a true and
   correct copy of my testimony, except for the
5   changes, if any, made by me on the attached
   Correction Sheet.
6  
  
7  
  
8                   ________________________________
  
9                   OFFICER 
  

10  
  

11                   ________________________
  

12                   (Date)
  

13  
  

14   _________________________
  

15   Notary Public
  

16  
  

17   ________________________
  

18   (Date)
  

19                                                 
  

20  
  

21  
  

22  
  

23  
  

24  
  

25  
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1   COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA )
  
2   COUNTY OF ALLEGHENY          )
  
3  
  
4              I, , a Registered Merit
   Reporter and a Notary Public in and for the
5   Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, do hereby certify
   that the interview of OFFICER 
6   , was recorded stenographically by me
   and then reduced to typewriting under my
7   direction, and constitutes a true record of the
   testimony given by said witness, all to the best
8   of my skill and ability.
  
9  
              IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

10   set my hand and affixed my seal of office this
   16th day of September, 2024.

11  
  

12  
  

13 

                                                     ____
14                            
                            Notary Public
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