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TASK FORCE ON THE
ATTEMPTED ASSASSI NATI ON

OF DONALD J. TRUMP

| NTERVI EW OF: |

Friday, September 13, 2024

Butl er, PA

The interview in the above matter was held

person, comencing at 1:10 p.m

n
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APPEARANCES:

For the Majority Counsel:

I Secci al Counsel and Consul t ant
with the Task Force for the Majority

I 'ask Force Majority Senior Counsel
For the M nority Counsel:

, Researcher with the Denocratic
M nority Staff

, Investigative Counsel with the

Task Force M nority

For the W tness:

B Esqui e

MAJORI TY EXHI BI T NO. PAGE
L. 95
M NORI TY EXHI BI' T PAGE
A 64
B. 72
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I cday is September 13th,

2024, and this is the transcribed interview of
I
House Resol ution 1367 directed this Task

Force to investigate the facts and circumstances of
the attenpted assassination of Donald J. Trunp on
July 13th, 2024, in Butler, Pennsylvani a. Pur suant
to House Resolution 1367, Chairman Kelly and
Ranki ng Member Crow have requested this interview
as part of the Task Force investigation.
BY

Q. Can the witness please state your nanme and

spell your name for the record.

A. Full | egal name?

Q. Yes. Thank you.

A. B Full name spelling?
Q. Probably just | i s fi ne.

A I

Q. Thank you.

W name i NS nd | am

Speci al Counsel and consultant with the Task Force.
I want to thank you for comng in today for this
interview. The Task Force recogni zes and

appreci ates that you are here voluntarily.

You are allowed to have an attorney

LaGanba Reporting Services
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present to advise you during this interview. Do
you have an attorney representing you in your
personal capacity present with you today?
A. | do.
B Vould Counsel please
identify hinmself for the record.
I
B hank you.
Q. For the record, | wanted to let you know
t hat Members of Congress have the right to come
into this interview if they choose to do so and
observe or ask questions.
We don't expect there will be any
Members here today, but just so you know that if
someone does happen to show, that we'll introduce
you to the Member, and that person can observe and
ask questions if they so choose.

B Next, would the Mnority

Staff please introduce yourselves for the record.

BN Suc

Researcher with the Denocratic Mnority Staff.

I nvestigative Counsel, Democratic M nority.

B \Wh e is D Who

is with the Majority, also a staffer.

LaGanba Reporting Services
www. | aganbar eporti ng. com (412) 458-0439




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

BY
Q. I bcfore we begin, | would like to
go over the ground rules for this interview. The
way this interview will proceed is as follows: The
Majority and Mnority Staff will alternate asking
you questions, 30 m nutes per side per round until
each side is finished with their questioning. The

Majority Staff will begin and proceed for 30

m nutes, and then the Mnority Staff will have 30
m nutes to ask questions. We will then alternate
back and forth in this matter until both sides have

no more questions.

If either side is in the mddle of a
specific Iine of questions, they may choose to end
a few m nutes past a half hour to ensure conpletion
of that specific line of questioning, including any
pertinent foll ow-ups.

In this interview, while one member of
the staff for each side may | ead the questions,
addi ti onal staff may ask questions.

There is a court reporter taking down
everything | say and everything you say to make a
written record of the interview. For the record to
be clear, please wait until the staffer questioning

you finishes each question before you begin your
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answer, and the staffer will wait until you finish
your response before proceeding to the next
gquesti on.

Further, to ensure the court reporter
can properly record this interview, please speak
clearly, concisely, and slowly. Also, the court
reporter cannot record non-verbal answers such as
noddi ng or shaking your head; so, it's inportant
t hat you answer each question with an audi bl e,
ver bal answer.

Do you understand?

A. | do.

Q. Do you want -- we want you to answer our
guestions in the most conplete and truthful manner
possi ble; so we will take our tine. | f you have
any questions or do not fully understand the
question, please |et us know, and we will attenpt
to clarify, add context to, or rephrase our
questi ons.

Do you understand?

A. | do.

Q. I f we ask about specific conversations or
events in the past and you are unable to recall the
exact words or details, you should testify to the

substance of those conversations or events to the

LaGanba Reporting Services
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best of your recollection. I
part of a conversation or eve

your best recollection of tho

f you recall only a
nt, you should give us

se events or parts of

conversation that you do recall.

Do you understand?

A. | do.

Q. Al t hough you are here
wi Il not swear you in, you ar
18 USC Section 1001 to answer
Congress truthfully. This al
guestions posed by congressio
consultants in an interview.

Do you understand?

A. | do.

Q. If at any time you kn
statenments, you could be subj
prosecution.

Do you understand?

A. | do.

Q. Is there any reason y
provide truthful testinmony at

A. No.

Q. Pl ease note that if vy
privilege over any statenment

must apply with the Rul es of

voluntarily and we
e required pursuant to
gquestions from
so applies to

nal staff or

owi ngly make false

ect to crim nal

ou are unable to

today's interview?

ou wish to assert a
t oday, that assertion

the -- conmply with the

LaGanba Reporting Services

www. | aganbar eporti ng. com

(412) 458- 0439




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Rul es of the Task Force on the Attenmpted
Assassination of Donald J. Trunp. For the Chair to
consi der assertions of privilege over testinony or
statenments, witnesses must clearly state the
specific privilege being asserted and the reason
for the assertion on or before the schedul ed date
of testimony or appearance.

We have your counsel present. |If there
are any privileged issues that will arise, |I'm sure
your counsel will informthe staff here on the
record, and we will take that into account.

Do you understand that?

A. | do.

Q. Finally, I would like to note that the
content of what we discuss today is confidential.
We ask that you not speak about what we discuss
here today in this interview to any outside
i ndi vidual in order to preserve the integrity of
this investigation.

For those same reasons, the marked
exhibits used today will be provided to the court
reporter so that they may go in the official
transcript, and any copies of those exhibits wil
be returned to us when we wrap up.

We plan to take a five-m nute break at

LaGanba Reporting Services
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the end of each 30 m nutes of questioning, or as
needed. But if you need a |onger break or a break
before that, please |let us know, and we're happy to
accomodate. However, to the extent that there's a
pendi ng question, we would ask that you finish
answering the question before we take the break.

Do you understand?
| do.

Do you have any questions before we begin?

> O »

Not at this tinme.

Q. Okay. Thank you. All right. So |I'm going
to now set my timer for 30 m nutes.

OCkay. | c2an you just tell us
what your current job title is.

A. Team wi se or --

Q. Tell us what your enmployment is, both ESU
and ot herwi se.

A. My standard 40 hours a week, | am a
patrol man with the Adanms Township Police
Department, and | am tasked or authorized to be a
partici pating member in the Butler County Emergency
Services Unit.

Q. Okay. As we understand it, the ESU is a --
is a position that you have to apply for; is that

right?
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A.

Q.

Yes.

Al'l right. And you made -- you applied for

t hat position, and you were interviewed and then

accept
A.
Q.

Not - -

ed at the ESU; right?
Correct.
Can you tell us when you first joined ESU.

it doesn't have be to a specific date, just

the year would be fine.

A.

That is a really good question. It has

been several years.

Q.

If you don't remember, was it -- was it

before or after COVID? Do you --

A.
Q.
A.

Q.

It was before COVID.
So at | east four years?
Correct.

Okay. And can you tell us what your

responsibilities are at ESU.

A.

Currently, my official designation is |I'm

an operator on the team primary focus is part

of -- part of the entry teans.
Multiple -- | would say multiple
di sciplines that | have within the team | -- |
assist with maintaining training records, training
| ogs, team scribe. Just kind of an overall assist
with the training and | ogistics, equipnment needs,
LaGanba Reporting Services
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dependi ng on, | guess, what is needed to be
facilitated for any one of our trainings or
operations.

Q. Okay. Great.

' m going to ask you sone questions
during the course of this day that are going to
seem very obvious, but the reason we ask some of
t hese questions is we need to create a record --

A. Sur e.

Q. -- so that sonebody who is not as famliar
with how | aw enforcement works, if they saw this,
t hey woul d under st and. Forgive me for some
guestions that may seemreally sinple.

A. Not a problem

Q. You are part of the quick response team of

the ESU; is that right?

A. | was assigned to a quick response that
day, yes.

Q. Okay. And that's often referred to as
" QRF" ?

A. Correct.

Q. And so, tell us how -- so a QRF, there

isn't a specific team al ways designated, it's
basically incident specific?

A. Yes. It would be whatever our designations

LaGanba Reporting Services
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are for that particular operation or assignnment.

Q. Okay. And you referred to yourself as an
operator. Can you just tell us what that means in
t he ESU worl d.

A. | guess as an easy way to expand upon that
iIs if you think of every police officer, generally
speaki ng, as a patrol man, then an operator on ESU
woul d be the general designation or title of our
training |evels.

So, for anyone to do things outside of a
standard operation to be an operator, you would
need to prove your proficiency as an operator
bef ore you would move on to a specialty unit or
specialty designation.

Q. Okay.

A. So each one of nmy -- use sniper elements,
for example. They are all trained to be an
operator, and then they receive additional training
to have that "sniper" designation

Q. Under st ood. You are not yourself trained
to be a sniper; correct?

A. | am not .

Q. And you nmentioned that you do entries, and
| assume that means, for example -- it may mean

more than this -- when there's a search warrant to

LaGanba Reporting Services
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be executed or there's a barricade situation with a
l'ive operation, one of your roles is to assist in
the process of gaining entry for that purpose, to
execute a warrant or to intercept a suspect?
A. Yes. So, a standard operator on our team

Is designated with nmultiple responsibilities,
whether it's a high-risk apprehension, high-risk
warrant, woodl ands search, barricaded subject. Any
of those designations, an operator would be given
-- assigned a task.

So we -- as an operator, we have people
t hat we have trained specialized in or I would say
specifically training in breaching. You would have
people that are specifically trained in | would say
mul tiple facets of that, whether it's an instructor
to deploy a noise/flash diversionary device, things
al ong those lines that would be designated to you.

Primarily mpost operations | aminvolved
in, I do have assignments that are part of an
emer gency action or an emergency response section
or team or typically, like |I said, one of the

operators that is involved in the entry to secure a

| ocati on.
Q. Okay.
A. Or structure.

LaGanba Reporting Services
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Q. And that particular -- let me ask you this:

Is there any specific type of entry that you are
specifically trained to do, or is it all forms of
entry?

A. lt's multifaceted. It's not -- most

operations are case specific.

Q. Ri ght .

A. Not every house is going to be built the
same.

Q. Ri ght .

A. So not every entry is going to be executed
the sane.

| don't know if that answered the
guestion for you.
Q. No, that answered the question. That's
fine.
Can you just very briefly, very high

| evel, tell us about the kind of training you

received to assist you in becom ng an operator with

ESU.

A. Every one of our operators is required to
be trained. We have it |listed as trained through
the National Tactical Officers Association, the
NTOA. We have them designated as basic and

advanced SWAT, which is a total of 80 hours of

LaGanba Reporting Services
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specific tactical training. | believe advanced
SWAT has scenari o-based training is the actual
title for it, and that is to enhance the
capabilities of that person's understanding of the
tactical environnment.

Q. Under st ood. In sort of common parl ance,
you are trained as a SWAT -- a SWAT operator?

A. Yes. So |'ve had basic and advanced SWAT
training. | have conmpl eted, successfully been
certified in both of those.

|*ve also had team | eader devel opnent
training, which is another NTOA course, and we put

certain ESU menbers through those trainings.

Q. | understand.
A. So --
Q. So -- and you've already testified to this,

but is it fair to say that most of the work that
you do with ESU relating to your status as a SWAT

operator relates to active | aw enforcement

engagenent |i ke warrants and barricades, the kind
of things you've already tal ked about; is that
right?

A. You're asking if that's the majority of
what | do?

Q. Yes.

LaGanba Reporting Services
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A. Yes.

Q. Okay. And are there occasions where you
are assigned to provide your services in a non-|law
enforcement active situation or operation, but in
an event like to provide security to an event such
as the one that we're going to talk about?

A. Yes. In these situations, yes, we have
done t hat.

Q. Okay. And how frequently would you say

t hat you have done that since you' ve been at ESU?

The latter part, not the -- not the more conmon
stuff. And, again, | don't need specifics, just a
general sense. Is it a handful, is it dozens?

A. No. | would say a handful of tinmes. I

know that we did a few things where we weren't, |
woul d say, site specific. We were deployed nmore in

emer gency reaction capacity --

Q. Ri ght .
A. -- for some of the civil gatherings for,
you know, nultiple, we'll say, civil unrest within

our country.

Wthin Butler County, we have been
deployed in certain areas where we were staged in
case things would become hostile.

Q. Under st ood.

LaGanba Reporting Services
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A.

Q.

So --

And we've heard from-- we've interviewed a

number of people, some of your coll eagues. W' ve

heard that there are occasions where, for exanple,

a parade, the Fourth of July Parade, which

obviously is not going to be civil unrest,
hopefully, and it is not a |law enforcement
operation, that occasionally the ESU will provide

security for that type of event?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. Have you been involved in those
types of we'll call it peaceful or hopefully
peaceful type of events where you provide security?

A. Yes. Yeah. | mean, we've -- here and
there we've -- different operators, whoever is
avail able --

Q. Ri ght .

A. -- for those types of things will be either
desi gnated or assigned as to their availability.
Basically, "Hey, we need a certain amount of
people."”

Q. Ri ght .

A. And if they're available, then they wll
be - -

Q. Ri ght .
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A. -- |1 would say requested or assigned.

Q. Ri ght. And so, for exanmple, when you
about availability, as | understand it, al nmos
maybe all members of the ESU have full-time |
and so to some extent, you have to determ ne
your full-time job will allow you to be avai
for a particular ESU operation; is that right

A. Correct.

tal k
t or
obs,

i f
abl e

?

Q. Okay. Okay. All right. So what | would

like to do is --

By the way, were you involved at all in

the July -- I"msorry -- the 2020 rally that
Presi dent Trump held in Butler County, the se

for that?

t hen

curity

A. | was.
Q. You wer e. Okay. Great. And what was
your -- what was your -- what were your

responsibilities at that rally?
A. At that rally, I was more of -- | don

know what they designated it at for that ral

"t

y. I

woul d have to go back and check records for what

t he designation was.
But the same thing, for just an
emer gency. In case sonmet hing would go wrong,

were an emergency force to assi st.

we
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Q. Okay. And

knows, nothing went

| was -- as far as the public

wrong with that particular

rally. I's that your recollection as well?

A. Correct. Yeah. That's my understanding,

yeah.

Q. Okay. You

didn't have occasion to engage

with any suspects or make any arrests or anything

i ke that in the 2020 rally?

A. No.

Q  Okay. All

right. Let's switch to the real

topic at hand, which is the July 13th event with

Former President Tr
gquestions, |'m not
dates, just really

somet hi ng occurred,

ump. And when | ask you these
asking for specific times, even
your best recollection of when

for the nost part.

If we want to go through somet hing very

specific, we have a couple of documents we'll show

you that say -- it
call or a radio or

that to you. So |

will be a record of sonme phone
sonmething like that; we'll show

m not asking you for a perfect

menory.
A. Okay.
Q. When do you recall you first |earned that

there was going to

M. Trump in Butler

be an event, a rally, for

County?
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A. | woul d say approximtely a week before.
Q. Do you remenber how you | earned of it?
| would say just through vari ous

conversations, either with Commander [ or -- |
know that we sent out a |like a team wi de nmessage
saying, hey, this is a possibility, or we were
contacted in some capacity by federal agencies --

Q. Ri ght .

A. -- for a request for assistance.

Q. OCkay.

A. So, again, | believe |I heard that, "Hey,
he's com ng here,"” kind of simlar to the last tine
that they may ask for us. So, "Hey, just heads up,

guys," type of situation or conversation.

Q. Ri ght .
A. And then when the Signal message came out,
we received official request, and just kind of Iike

the pattern or delineation on that way.

Q. Just to be clear, you heard about this
internally within the ESU, it wasn't |ike somebody
fromthe Secret Service contacted you?

A. Correct.

Q. Al right. Now, on July 8th, which was --
so, what we believe fromthe record was it was

probably Friday, which was July 6th -- | believe
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|'"m getting the days right -- July 6th was the date
that the message went out internally, the ESU

"Hey, there's going to be a rally, so just, you
know be aware."

A. Okay.

Q. And then on July -- actually, I think it
was July 5th. Sorry. 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th. July
5th, sorry, Friday.

Then July 8th, there was an initial
meeting between the Secret Service and vari ous
| eadership from ESU and from ot her | ocal | aw
enforcement to talk about what the Secret Service's

needs were, and that was on the Monday, July 8th.

Do you recall if you were present for that meeting?
A. Oh, | was not.
Q. Okay. Do you recall hearing about that

meeting from anyone at ESU?

A. Yes.

Q. Who do you remember talking to about that?

A. | guess | should correct that. | don't
know i f that was the specific meeting, that
information | have, because | was not involved in
any of the preoperation information as far as the
pl anni ng.

Q. Ri ght .
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A. Or direct contact with anyone fromthe
federal agency prior to. The dates and times, |
don't have specifics.

Q. Okay. So, you know what, this is -- | can
probably truncate a | ot of these questions.

Do you recall if you were present for a

meeting with Secret Service on July 8th? You said

no?

A. | was not.

Q. Do you recall if you went to the site with
any menber that -- of the rally on July 9th, which
is the Tuesday, with any menbers of your -- of the
ESU?

A. | was not.

Q. Do you recall if you went to anything |ike

that on the Wednesday?

A. | was not.

Q. Do you recall if you went to a wal k-through
with the Secret Service and other | aw enforcement
on the Thursday, July 11th?

A. | was not.

Q. Okay. So, you did not have -- sorry. Go

ahead.
A. | guess for those particul ar questions, ny
first -- nmy first feet on the grounds at that site
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was the norning of the operation.

Q. Got it. Okay. That does help. So this

will be a much shorter interview than a | ot of
peopl e.

A. Wait until we get a little further in, and
we'll see if that's true.

Q. No, no. Yeah. | under st and.

So, tell us how you | earned about --
well, first, tell us how you got assigned to the
event, who assigned you, what you were told, and
t hen what was your -- what were you told your role
was going to be?

A. | was informed via text message from ny
assi stant team | eader.

Q. Who was t hat?

A I

Q. Uh- huh.

A He put a group text message together of
everyone that he had been informed of that was
going to be assigned fromour teamto the QRF.

Q. Okay.

A. So pretty much a group text message that
just says, "Hey, guys, all of you are assigned to
QRF. "

Q. Yeah.
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A. "This is where we're going to be parking
that nmorning." You know, various m nor details in
relation to our particular assignnent.

Q. Okay. I'monly waiting because | didn't
know i f you were | ooking at something to help you
refresh.

A. Oh, I nmean, if you need further details on
that, that was July 11th at 2:04 p.m And, agai n,

this group is QRF for the rally Saturday. He' s

explaining that he will be in charge of the QRF.

Q. Ri ght .

A. We' || have a side-by-side for our abilities
to move around, there will be a full briefing

Sat urday, make sure all of your gear is squared
away, and, you know, depending on your assignments
and designations that day, just make sure you have,
you know, functionality of your kit, everything's
squared away.

And if you're assigned to something
addi ti onal, make sure your kit can accommodate, you
know, chem cal nmunitions, flash-bang, |ess |ethal
options. Just to make sure you're capabl e of
havi ng an additional option if avail able.

Q. Got it. And that, again, is from

I o was the assistant -- |'msorry,
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A.
Q.
A.

Q.

was the title?

He's assi stant team | eader for --

Assi stant team | eader.

-- Al pha Squad.

Got it, for Alpha

Al pha Squad?

A.

Q.
Squad,

A.

Squad. And you're in

I am
Got it. And we understand there's a Beta
and Al pha Squad is sort of differentiated
based on | ogistical needs?
Correct.
Al'l right.

Q.
A.

So during the operation, we can assign

people to Al pha and Bravo,

operati on. But for our --

dependi ng on the

| don't want to say team

integrity. But for |ogistical capabilities of our

teanm s function,

a Bravo Squad.

Q.
A.

| ack

have

Ri ght .

we have an Al pha Squad and we have

And that is just so that way they know the,

of a better term "chain of command."” |If they

a problem or a need,

straight to the commander.

Q.
A.

Ri ght .

iIt's not all going

That it can be designated and handl ed
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t hrough different apparatuses.

Q. Got it. And so -- |I'mglad you said that.

So, just for our clarity, if

something -- if you needed to -- you had an
operational need, you would not have to go to
Commander i} for exanple, you could go to
B 21d then he would communicate with
Commander R~

A. So, on -- you mean on that day or our
team s functionality?

Q. General ly.

A. Yeah, generally speaking, if there's
sonmething that's needed, | can speak directly with
Assi stant Team Leader | I f that's not

somet hing he can handl e, because | do work with

Al pha Squad Leader N --

Q. Ri ght .
A. -- you know, on nultiple days a week, he is
Al pha team | eader, he is my team | eader, so if | do

have a problem --

Q. You can go to himas well?

A. -- | can go straight to him so that way we
don't over-task our command staff with --

Q. Ri ght .

-- every need of every person. "l need

LaGanba Reporting Services
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batteries.”

Q. Ri ght .

A. | -- you know, "I'm m ssing one of ny
patches, " or something |ike that.

Q. Ri ght .

A. If they have an equi pment need or, you
know, if they're unable to be operational due to a
personal issue, sonething along those |lines, then
t hat woul d be pushed through their team | eader
before just going straight to the command. So t hat
way they're not getting a full team s amount of
noi se back at them

Q. Got it. That makes sense. Okay.

So let's -- let's talk about -- so did
you have any information about what your particul ar
role would be specifically for this event other
than what you were told by |l ' that text
message or the conversation you had to be there to
figure out what exactly your specific assignnments
were going to be?

A. Prior to that day?

Q. Prior to that day.

A. To that day -- before that, it was just ny

assignment is going to be part of the QRF.

Q. Ri ght .
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A. And then basically during the full briefing
the morning of is where | would get my specific
assignments if any change outside of just your QRF
responsibilities.

Q. Okay. Was there anything unusual in your
experience as an operator, SWAT operator wth ESU,
t hat you would be told the day of the event what
your specific assignment was, or was that pretty
common?

A. No, | believe that's normal. The
operational briefing, because things can change
| ast m nute, there can be just, you know,

di fferences between how many personnel are
avai |l able; so, no. | mean, the reason we hold
briefings I would say in advance is in case there
are di screpancies, issues, guestions.

Q. Ri ght .

A. So, no, it's not abnormal for me to be
given nmy assignment on any of our operations during
the briefing.

Q. Okay. So let's turn to July 13th.

That, again, |I'm not asking for a
specific time, but roughly when did you arrive at
t he event that norning?

A. Approxi mately 9 a.m
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Q. 9 a.m And there was a briefing that we

understand was held for ESU -- for Butler ESU, but

al so for Beaver, Washington -- by Commander [
and I s that right?

A. Correct.

Q. So, generally -- without going into the

details of what they said, just generally, what
were they -- what were they telling you at that
briefing?

A. They con- -- they conveyed | would say each
person's designated responsibilities, what sectors
of the venue we woul d be responsible for, what our
assignnments were in case there is sone type of |
woul d say issue.

So, my assignment was part of the ORF.
QRF is tasked with basically a single threat that
may occur agai nst the candi date.
Ri ght .
Or the venue.

Q. So let me just pause you there.

So tell us a little bit more about what
a single threat nmeans as well as nore about the
specific assignment you had that day, as you were
i nformed you had that day?

A. So -- well, | can give you exactly what
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our --
Q. Sur e.
A. -- operational definition of that wou
have been.

B Just for the record, t

witness is reviewing materials that he has br
with himtoday to help himrefresh his
recol | ection.
(Wtness reviewi ng documents.)
A. Sorry for the del ay. | don't want to

up all of your 30 m nutes.

| d

he

ought

eat

Q. That's okay. We're all friendly here.

BN He can go over if

necessary.

A. So our QRF team was specifically Iist

ed and

| abel ed as responsible for a |one active attack or

shooter on or off-site. And then we were als
we should report any sightings of drones to t
command post, and then QRF may be tasked with
retrieval of the drone if it was knocked out
sky, | guess, by a Dronebuster.
Q. Got it. Under st ood.

So, just a summary, basically your

general assignnments were sole active shooter

drones, | ooking out for drones?

otold

he

of the

t wo

and
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A.

| believe that the entire deployment team

was just made aware of, hey, if you see a drone,

cal |

t hat

A.

c » 0 » O >» O » O > O

it out and give a sector.

Ri ght .

And Secret Service can then respond.

Ri ght .

But QRF may be tasked with retrieval.

Retrieving it? Right.

Yeah.

Anybody sees a drone --

Cal | out.

-- tell us, and you guys go and get it?

Yeah.

OCkay. Got it.

Was there a specific area of the site

you were assigned to?

Again, if something would become an issue,

we had capabilities of full site deploynment.

Q.
A.

t hat

Q.

A
Q.
A

Ri ght .

On or off-site. But we were staged | guess
woul d be behind the stage, but stage right --

Okay.

-- in a red barn.

Okay.

If that's what you're asking.
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Yes. Exactly.

A. Okay.

Q. That's where you were staged. And when you
say "staged," you were nmeant to stay there unless
there was sonme reason for you to depl oy,
effectively?

A. Correct.

Q. OCkay. So, the idea was you are in the
barn, and you're listening, waiting for anyone to
say, we need QRF at this location to respond to a
drone or a potential suspect or anything |like that?

A. Correct.

Q. Okay. Were you -- was the AGR buil ding at
that briefing identified to you as a potential area
that -- specifically -- as a potential area that
you m ght need to deploy to, or was it generally
the entire site that was within the security
peri meter?

A. | mean, | would say in general terns that
we had conversations about it.

Q. Ri ght .

A. Il -- | wouldn't be able to give you
specifics of during the briefing someone

specifically stated that "this is a problem"”

Q. Ri ght .
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A. | believe it was kind of listed and | abel ed
as because it's outside perinmeter, that would be
out si de peri meter.

Q. But which is within your scope, but it
was -- right. Okay. Under st ood.

A. So, again, if we need to get over there, we
need to know how to get over there.

Q. Ri ght .

A. However, generally speaking, anything that
woul d occur would be a different apparatus of an
out side perimeter. Obviously, if something goes
wrong, we woul d be depl oyed there.

Q. Ri ght .

A. But just the run-of-the-mll, general
thing, we're not going to go patrol that area.

Q. Under st ood. Your job was not to patrol,
your job was to be waiting to be deployed, if
necessary?

A. Correct.

Q. Al'l right. Do you recall if there was -- |
t hi nk you m ght have answered this, but just to be
clear -- do you recall if there was any specific
di scussion of the AGR building? Just if you
recall. If you don't renmenber --

A. | mean, | had -- | had direct conversations
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wi th other members of the team

Q. Ri ght .

A. Whet her it was prior to that day or during
t hat day, even during the entire operation, there
were nmultiple conversations that | had with people
that -- prior to themtelling nme that they have
concerns with it --

Q. Ri ght .

A. -- two people I did not have a face-to-
face with that day | would say during the operation
or prior to, I know that | had conversations with.
But during that day, | also made, you know, ORF,
made Team Leader [ aware of ny concerns for
t hat area.

Q. Ri ght. And what did you say about that?

A. Well, | mean, the conversations that | had
prior to that were that -- at |east that people had
vocalized -- that that is an area of concern to the

U. S. Secret Service who they had wal k-arounds with.

Q. Ri ght .
A. Part of that was explaining that they were
going to mtigate -- | believe the phrase that |

was at |least directed to is that they said they
woul d take care of it, meaning that when someone

frommy team expressed a concern of the AGR compl ex
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and the grounds, that someone fromthe U. S. Secret
Service specifically stated, "We'll take care of
it."

Q. Understood. And this is something that was
told to you by another team menber, another member

of the Butler ESU, probably before the actual

event ?
A. Yes.
Q. Okay.
A. Anot her individual that | spoke with that

was involved in those conversations of that area
being a concern was specifically told that they are
goi ng to have opaque covering that would line the
fence.

Q. Do you remember if that was |} ] b o
was it someone el se?

A. | believe the person | actually spoke to
was Deputy Commander [

Q. Okay. Got it.

A. Hi s conversation was that that -- that's at
| east who | spoke to. Whether his direct
communi cation was that --

Q. Ri ght .

A. -- or Team Leader N But there was

going to be an opaque cover that was put on the
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fence --

Q.
A.

Ri ght .

-- fromoutside to inside the venue you

coul d not see.

Q.
A.
just for

concerns

Q.

Ri ght .

| guess the second half of the question,
clarity, was you wanted to know what
| had with that area and --

Well, actually, you've already -- you've

expl ai ned that well.

So the next question was going to be on

t he morning of when you arrived, the first time you

had been there for the event and you knew what your

assi gnment was, did you have -- did you see if

there was an opaque cover in the area on that

day t hat
be?

A.

your coll eagues had been told there would

Yeah. | was, | mean, call it 60, 70 yards

fromthat fence that was supposed to have the

opaque,

and it was very apparent from my staging

area you could see that very easily, there was

not hi ng

Q.
A.

t here.
There was nothing there?
There was just two chain-link fences --

Ri ght .
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A. -- between the AGR conpl ex and the stage.

Q. Did you have any concern about the fact
that there was no opaque cover there that norning?

A. Yeah. | mean, yes, there were concerns
that at | east that we had di scussed. \When we first
got staged, we, you know, made sure our gear was
desi gnated to where it needed to be, where we were
supposed to go.

Mysel f and Assi stant Team Leader
I (he | eader of the QRF that day, we
actually took it upon ourselves to do points of
i ngress and egress. So we actually drove the side-
by-side that we had assigned to us that day. W
drove the property --

Q. Ri ght .

A. -- so we could |look at it. Once things
start to nove, if we need to get, you know, from A
to B or Cto D, how do we get there?

Q. Ri ght .

A. You know, do we have the road bl ocked? Any
i ssues that we would have as far as traversing the
ar ea.

During that site, we found a downed
temporary fence. We were able to mtigate that and

secure it, and then we passed that along. W nmade
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sure that the counter assault team that was posted
at that | ocation, which was the assistants from
Beaver, we made sure that they were aware that that
fence was down.

Q. Yeah.

A. We had repaired it, but they need to keep
an eye on it.

Throughout the day we found that there
was anot her small personnel fencing piece that
wasn't secured, and people were kind of pushing on
it near the -- that would give them access to
behi nd the stage.

Q. Ri ght .

A. So we were able to, with the assistance of
the state trooper, again, we were able to at | east
mtigate that.

Q. Ri ght .

A. But, yeah. | mean, concerns for outside of
there. You know, what are our abilities to get
outsi de of the venue if needed, know ng that we
couldn't just open these fences and potentially
| eave a |l apse? |If we were to be assigned to the
ot her side of the venue and now that fence is
unl ocked, then it becomes an issue for us.

Q. Ri ght . Under st ood. And just a couple nmore
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questions, and I'll hand i
A. Sur e.
Q. So -- and, again,

t over to the M nori

you anticipated a

question | had. Given your role, did you

specifically work with your teamto figure out

you would get to the AGR property in the event

needed to depl oy without,
and, you know, as quickly

A. Yes.

you know, obstructio

as you coul d?

Q. Okay. And you described some of those

efforts that day.

And then during the course of that

day -- we'll probably go nore into this |ater

my coll eagues m ght go into some of this now -

during the course of the day before M. Crooks

identified, were you stati
in the barn waiting to be

occasionally go out to do

oned -- were you sol
depl oyed, or did you

some of the things y

ty.

how
you

n

on,

was

ely

ou

were tal king about |like fixing the fence and things

l'i ke that?
A. Our team was in pl

11 a. m

Q. Ri ght .

ace and operational

by

A. Whi ch was significantly early conparatively

for the public to conme in.
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Q. Ri ght .

A. So, yes, for a period of time when the

venue itself was | ocked down,
was no access to the inside,

in the barn.

secured, and there

there were times | was

Q. Ri ght .
A. But as it became closer and closer to --
wel |, basically, once people were inside, it Kkind

of became floating in and out

checking on equi pnment, hydrat

, checking on guys,

i on, making sure that

no one's over heat ed. | would just say team

caretaking is generally what

But once it got cl

being on target -- | don't si
Q. Ri ght .
A. -- so it becanme that

it was.
oser to the candi date

t still very well --

| decided I'm going to

ensure that our sectors are conpletely covered as

best | can.
Q. Ri ght .
A. And, | mean, the |long answer of that is I

started to notice that people were starting to

actually occupy the AGR area.
was observed, it became prett
going to keep eyes on this --

Q. Ri ght .

So as soon as that

y apparent that |I'm
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A. -- regardless of the circumstances. Unless
" m depl oyed, |I'm going to stay outside. "' m goi ng
to monitor this to the best of my ability.

Q. Okay. Sorry, one |ast question, and then
"1l hand it over.

Were you dressed in an obvious ESU
uni f or n?
A. On and off, yes.
Al right.
We wear multicam

Ri ght .

> O » O

So, you know, a stark difference to people

wearing red, white, and blue or suits.

Q. Ri ght .

A. Things |ike that.

Q. Ri ght .

A. So the reason | mean on and off is the

heavy plate carriers that we wear, due to the
temperature of the day, we ensured for operational
capacity that there would be intermttent times
that half of the QRF would be -- would down their
heavy plate carriers to allow air flow.

Q. Ri ght .

A. And so throughout the day, it would be your

carrier is on and off.
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Q. Ri ght .
A. Once it got close to operational standard,

you know, it pretty much was put on.

Q. Ri ght .
A. As soon as we understood that the candi date
was wheels down in PA, that it -- that kit went on

and stayed on, at least for me, for the reminder
of the operation.

Q. Okay. And so it sounds like from your
perspective you were -- even without the plate on,
you were readily identifiable to most people as you
were | aw enforcenment?

A. Il would -- | would presune.

Q. Were you informed by anyone that they
didn't want you to be seen in the crowd or that
t hey wanted you to stay, you know, out of sight?

A. Yes. We, at l|east from ny understandi ng
through nultiple conversations, it was they wanted

us to just kind of be not visible.

Q. Ri ght .

A To kind of stay out of sight unless needed.

Q. Ri ght .

A Like | said, little ins and outs throughout
t he day. But, again, once | started to see things

that did not sit well with my brain --
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-- 1 -- 1 believe at that point | had a

responsibility; so --

B And, |'msorry, one |ast

gquesti on.

over.

Q.

B Yeah.
B And then we will turn it
Do you think that -- was the request that,

you know, you stay out of sight, even though you

ended up, you know, doing what you believe you

needed to do, do you think that that inpeded your

ability -- actually inpeded your ability to do what

you t hought you needed to do, or do you think that

you were able to monitor the site to the best of

your

A.

ability?

That's a really good question. | haven't

really put a whole |ot of thought into that.

Li ke | said, once | kind of observed

there were things that didn't sit well with nmy

head,

-- 1 didn't really put much thought into

compl etely staying out of sight.

Q. Ri ght .
A. Just obviously at that point, I -- | take
it seriously that | have a job to do.
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Q. Ri ght .

A. And |I'm going to do everything | can to
make sure nmy job is conpleted.

Q. And nobody told you to get out of sight

when they saw you?

A. No, no one --

Q. None of your -- |'m saying your supervisors
or --

A. No one -- no one pretty much said, "Hey,

you're supposed to be out of sight."”

Q. Ri ght .

A. "That's not your responsibility."” No,
nobody frommy teamtried to corral nmy ability to
do what | believe was necessary.

B  Okay. Thank you. "Il turn

it over to the Mnority.
BN G cat.
THE W TNESS: Before we start, do you

guys mnd if | use the restroonf?

_: Oh, no. Pl ease. That was

prom sed, a break at the end of 30 m nutes. That

was |i ke 35.

B V¢ vill go off the record.

(Recess was taken.)

BY

LaGanba Reporting Services
www. | aganbar eporti ng. com (412) 458-0439




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

45

Q. I for the Mnority Staff. Thank you
again so much for taking the time to be here with
us voluntarily. W know the |ast two mont hs have
definitely been very difficult, and we appreciate
you taking the time to just really help us fill out
what had happened throughout the day and the days
| eading up to it.

' m going to endeavor not to kind of

tread on what mnmy coll eague's gone over. There may
be occasionally times that | kind of clarify
somet hing that he m ght have asked, but we'll try

to kind of cover the whole universe with us without
too much overl ap.

But kind of getting back into your
background, how long in total have you been in | aw
enforcement, including your time with the ESU?

A. Since January of 2013.

Q. 2013. And aside from kind of the operator-
| evel work that you do at the ESU, you said your
current duties is patrolman with Adans Township; is
t hat correct?

A. Correct.

Q. And can you just give a very brief outline
of what you do as a patrol man.

A. A patrol man, generally speaking, is going
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to respond to any di spatched requests from 911. So
our dispatch center says, "Hey, you have this
situation going on," whether it's a phone cal
request, a medical emergency, you know, we assi st
with fire, could be donmestic, reckless driving --

Q. Uh- huh.

A. -- bank fraud. I mean, realistically, a
patrol man i s what anyone woul d perceive of when |
call the police, that's the person that, generally
speaking, will show up

Q. Great. And prior to joining | aw
enforcement, did you work in another career field
or --

A. | did.

Q. What was that?

A. | was an assistant service manager for an
I scrvice center.

Q. Great. And how |l ong was that?

A. 11 years.

Q. 11 years. Okay.

A. Well, | was not an assistant manager for 11
years.

Q. Of course, no.

A. That was nmy ending title.

Q. | gotcha.
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Ac Full transparency on that.

Qs And what prompted the move to law
enforcement?

A. I trained as a law enforcement officer
fresh out of high school and had difficulty finding
a I would say a law enforcement position with the
age I was. I was too young to own my own firearm,
and most agencies at that time in my life would not
assign or issue you one.

There are ways in the state law for me
to get a possession of a weapon to get a job, but
none of them were available to me due to just
various different family issues that they couldn't
own weapons either. So that sidetracked me.

I got married, you know, had rent and

things like that that were in my primary

responsibility.

2 Uh-huh.

A. So, yes, I -- I -- I did well in that
career path. It was just not the career path for
me .

Q. Sure. Thank you.

My colleagues talked about a bit more of
the ESU membership kind of qualifications, the

process, how you ended up there. You had
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menti oned, though, that one of your
responsibilities as a team menmber is kind of as
li ke a team scri be. How did you end up with that
ki nd of secondary role?

A. | believe there was one of our other
operators or team | eads that had that
responsibility.

Q. Uh- huh.

A. | had -- you know, once | was on the team
I had just wanted to obviously assist in any way
that | could to be a productive menber of the team
and just my | will to say attention to detail and

things like that that |I'm able to kind of

har ness - -

Q. Uh- huh.

A. -- so it was requested upon me to assist in
t hat capacity. Due to that other person's |eave

fromthe team that there was an |I'm going to say a

voi d that was needed, so they requested that | take
t hat task.
Q. And what types of events, situations, or

t hi ngs would you typically transcribe? Wuld this
be |Iike an after-action report, for exanple, or
team neeti ngs?

A. | -- 1 guess "scribe" would be a | oose term
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for us. | don't transcribe records and things
al ong those lines.

We have requirements that our team
records must be, | would say, retained or

cat al oged - -

Q. Uh- huh.

A. -- that would make sure that we are at the
standard in which that we want to operate at. So,
if -- 1 have to track the amount of hours operators

train per nmonth; what's their, you know, overal
end-of -year participation in teamtrainings, you
know, was there someone that hasn't been to certain
trai nings outside of our policy? You know, are
they going to -- basically attendance to our
physical agility tests that's required, our annual
certifications, our annual certification tests and
t hi ngs al ong those |ines.

It's, generally speaking, | wthhold
those -- or basically | house those records and
make sure that they are categorized in a way that
we could use them

Q. Excel | ent. OCkay. So I'mjust going to
jump over to kind of the initial rally awareness
and pl anning side of things.

You were -- you first became aware of
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your assignment to Butler County's ESU QRF team
around July 11th; is that correct?

A. | believe so.

Q. And is the QRF typically what you would be
assigned to more so than some of the other
potential -- you mentioned some specialties or some
of the other assignments you m ght typically take
with Butler ESU?

A. | guess repeat that to ne.

Q. | guess, for example, |ike, would you have
-- potentially be assigned to a counter assault
tean? |s that something that you m ght have done
in previous engagenents, or is a QRF nore often
what you do as an operator of the Butler County
ESU?

A. Yeah, | don't want to say that either/or
woul d be a standard assignment for me. \Whether it
woul d be counter assault, | believe that they would
be able to kind of interchange certain operators to

either one.

lt's just, if you want ny honest
opinion, it's I nove around a |ot --
Q. Uh- huh.
A. -- as far as fidget and vari ous other

t hings; so QRF would probably be something that
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woul d be pushed out before counter assault.

Q. Uh- huh.

A. So, that may potentially be why | was
assigned to that that day.

Q. Got cha.

And you stated earlier that you did not
attend any of the | aw enforcement or U S. Secret
Service wal k-throughs or briefings from July 8th to
July 11th; is that correct?

A. Correct.

Q. Did you attend any other prep neetings
before July 13th with any other | aw enforcenment
entities in, you know, just getting ready for the

specific rally? Anything internal?

A. It may just have been conversations --
Q. Conversati ons.
A. -- about it, but nothing that would be a

formal briefing or assignnent.

Q. Okay. And headi ng over to the QRF side of
things, can you just explain a bit nore exactly
what a quick reaction force or quick response force
would do in a situation like the rally.

A. So, obviously, everyone here is here
because of what occurred. So, realistically

speaki ng, you have a |l one shooter in that
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assignment, and as that |one-threat individual
decided to take those particular actions that

el evated himto a |level of an imm nent threat, |
was i mmedi ately deployed to that |ocation to
mtigate that threat.

Q. And | guess would you characterize the QRF,
it typically is a response to something occurring,
or would you say it's also possible to kind of be a
bit nmore of a proactive or --

| don't want to say proactive in that
sense. I*"m not trying to cast blame or anyt hing.
It's nore of like if you notice something, are you
aut horized to go forward to try to address the
issue, or is it you're looking for this has beconme
an issue, now we're going to take care of it?

A. So, to answer that as effectively as
possible, if there is an inmmediate threat, | don't
need aut horization to go handle that threat.
However, if you take M. Crooks, for exanple, if

he's wal ki ng around hol ding a weapon - -

Q. Uh- huh.

A. -- immediately | can deploy the ORF. I
don't need to be the teamlead for that. | can
tell my teamlead, | can tell command, "This is

what | see, QRF is deploying," because it is
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sonmething that is very clear as somebody within
close proximty with a weapon.

But you take the circunstances that
we're in and sonmebody that we're being told has a
rangefi nder --

Q. Uh- huh.

A. -- that doesn't elevate to a threat. So
because | am dressed as a SWAT operator, the State
of Pennsylvania has it listed through the court
systems that -- through case law that | am a use of
force by my mere presence.

How | am dressed changes me from your
standard traffic patrolman, the guy that will show
up to a domestic, the guy wal king around the park

hel ping a m ssing child --

Q. Uh- huh.
A. -- the rules change once you put on or give
t he appearance of a SWAT team oper ator. We are now

a use of force.

So, if I was wearing ny standard patrol
uni form or anything that designates nme |like I am
t oday, the badge being on my hip, people can
clearly see I'ma | aw enforcement officer. | can

wal k up to you and it's going to be classified as a

mer e encounter.
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Q. Uh- huh.

A. If there are things that are suspicious and
| have the ability to detain you, then that is
possible within state law. But the moment | give
t he appearance of a SWAT team and with that, you
know, you take two, four, six, eight, ten, twelve
operators, SWAT operators dress as the part --

Q. Uh- huh.

A. -- off of a side-by-side, that is now an
I mmedi ate use of force.

If those -- if those parameters are
violated, we're actually in violation of the way
the law is witten, and civil action is capabl e of
bei ng taken against our team So we're outside the
bounds of our normal scope of operation.

Q. So, really, it is case-by-case dependent
when it is appropriate given your status with use
of force to then kind of respond?

A. Correct.

Q. OCkay. And do you happen to use vehicles as
part of the QRF?

A. We did that day.

Q. Was it either per the Butler operational
plan a UTV or the SQ400?

A. It was the UTV.
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Q. UTV. Can you just explain exactly what a
UTV i s.

A. Yeah, basically just an all-terrain
vehicl e.

Q. Okay.

A. A | ot of people conflate the conpany name

verse what it actually is. A |lot of people will
say like a Polaris side-by-side.

Q. Uh- huh.

A. It had a, you know, two-person seat up
front, or at |east we had two people in the front.
It had |ike a bench seat in the back, and then |ike
a small tailgate; so it is just a side-by-side
vehi cl e. And we ended up | think during depl oyment
we put six people in that.

And then also as a secondary need, if
necessary, we had a county unmarked SUV that was
able to be utilized for deploying to a different
area.

Q. Gr eat . Okay.

And just kind of going back quickly a
second to kind of the -- it seens |like you were
ki nd of giving the rough rules of engagenent-esque
ki nd of conversation when you were able to depl oy

based off of case |aw and whatnot, and you said a

LaGanba Reporting Services
www. | aganbar eporti ng. com (412) 458-0439




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

56

rangefi nder wouldn't typica

ly rise to that |evel

that m ght require a response. |s there a reason

for that?

And | only ask because I -- I'mvery --

| was, you know, really not

famliar with a

rangefinder prior, and doing nore research into it,

I*m ki nd of curious, you know, what that kind of

brings to you.

A. So, | guess to kind

of answer that, ']

ask you a particular question: Do you under st and

the typical reason someone woul d ever possess, use,

or purchase a rangefinder?

Q. Typically to measure distance.

A. To measure di stance,

peopl e use that for archery.

whet her -- a | ot of

You know, what is

your distance of your archery capabilities?

Golfing is a really big one:
tee? Those types of things.

So, it's a |legal

How far am | from the

y purchased devi ce.

So, just because you own a rangefinder does not

mean that even in the context of a presidential

rally or a candidacy rally,

that that in and of

itself is illegal or unlawful.

So, as a plainclothes officer, as a

patrol man, would it rise you to a |level of
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suspi cion that you would at | east want to have a
conversation with this person?

Q. Uh- huh.

A. In my opinion, absolutely. [If you would
have put me in ny standard Adans Township Police
uni form | would have really wanted to be the
person that wal ked over there and had that
interaction, or if nobody else is, | would gladly

have volunteered nyself to do it.

But, again, wearing what |'m wearing
t hat particular day, if |I was to walk over to that
person, | wouldn't be by nmyself.
Q. Uh- huh.
A. So, at least in Pennsylvania, it's not

abnormal for a patrolman to operate by themsel ves
in their car. They could respond to, you know, the
park and have a conversation with someone out of

t he bl ue.

Q. Yes.

A. A SWAT operator typically does not go
anywhere by thenmselves. So even if you take two of
us from QRF, we wal k or drive over there and we
have an interaction with this person, and let's
just say it was someone that, | don't know, is just

conpl etely fascinated with distances, they haven't
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done anything illegal, unlawful, but |I've used a
| evel of |aw enforcement against them just because
of my appearance.

So, again, they're over there waving
around a sword, I'ma -- that is a potential threat
to the public. | can then at | east have an
argument for the use.

Q. Sur e.

A. If you're waving around an AR in the m ddle
of a crowded area 120 yards, 130 yards fromthe
venue that a presidential candidate is going to be
at, an entirely different story.

But if this person let's just say has
some form of mental deficiencies, some form of
di agnoses or l|learning disability, and this person
Is just fascinated with distances --
Q. Uh- huh.

-- or they wanted -- or merely that person
is perfectly fine, but they wanted to use a
rangefi nder, "Hey, | can now put on ny social nmedia
I was 120 yards from the presidential candi date."
| don't know.

There's a | ot of |awful reasons you can

possess and/ or use a rangefinder, but we find it

was an abnormality or at |east believed it was an
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abnormal ity that day because, quite frankly, he was
the only person we identified with a rangefinder
t hat day.

Q. Great. Thank you.

Pi voting over to the AGR building. How
fam liar were you with the AGR building prior to
the July 13th rally?

A. Just that it was over there.
Q. Just that it was there. Okay.

You di scussed a bit about the
conversations with the AGR building earlier during
my coll eague's question line. Wore you aware of

who m ght be stationed in or around the AGR

bui | di ng?
A. Yes.
Q. And who did you |learn to know who woul d be

stationed there?

A. Two members of Butler ESU that were
requested to assist, and one nmember of Butler ESU.
Al'l three of them were designated as sniper
observer el enments.

Q. And in your estimation -- and you tal ked a
bit earlier about how you had kind of conducted a
drive-by just to get an idea of the area and kind

of get site preparations, and this was directly
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north of your staging area -- how quickly did you
find that QRF could potentially get to the AGR if
you needed to get there? Because | assume you were

using an UTV in that instance.

A. Yes.

Q. About how |l ong would you m ght estimate?

A. If you want ny estimation of how long it
actually took us to get there, it was -- let's see.

| believe | actually have that documented.

Q. Gr eat .

A. The time of team QRF deploynent to |ocation
was approximately 1 m nute 52 seconds. Again,
that's an approxi mation.

Q. Gr eat .

So kind of going over to the norning
July 13th, the operational briefing at the Brady
Paul Lodge. You mentioned that it was Sergeant
B 2 B Vcrec the two main speakers?

A. Yes.

Q. Ckay. And do you remember any | ast-m nute
changes to the operational plan that m ght have
been different, for exanple, than what you were
given in the Power Point?

A. Not that | can remenber anything specific.

I know that | believe -- whether it was a change or
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I'm just not remembering that aspect of it, I know

three members of the Washington Regional SWAT -- or
Washington SWAT team -- Washington County SWAT
team --

(&) Sure.

A. -- we had three members that were assigned

to the QRF. Again, whether that was something that
was preplanned prior to that, I don't know.

Q. Was there any justification for them being
assigned to the QRF? Because it's my assuming that
the QRF and the CAT team were -- or one of the CAT
teams were right next to each other behind the barn
or in or around the barn area. Was there any
discussion about potentially putting those three
Washington operators elsewhere along the rally
locations?

A. Again, if I remember correctly, it may be
that there was enough counter assault for the
element that Beaver was listing.

0 On this other side?

A Yeah. They had enough operators for that,
and that because they had enough of their own guys
that would, you know, be able to converse and be
fine for the day --

Q. Uh-huh.
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A. -- that | believe they left them as

somewhat of an integrated unit, that they stayed

t oget her.
Q. Okay.
A. And then | believe it was just those

Washi ngt on guys were just assigned to us so they
weren't either overloading the capabilities of what
t he depl oyment capabilities would be of the counter
assault team and obviously just give extra hands
in case there was somet hing that was needed on the
counter assault side.

Q. And the extra bodi es being assigned to the
QRF, that wouldn't have inpeded your progress at
all; is that correct?

A. Correct. Again, we had an additional SUV
t hat woul d have been to our disposal.

Q. Okay.

A. Which was utilized in that capacity. So,
we had extra people, but we also had an extra
vehicle that we were capabl e of using.

Q. And you did receive -- and it |ooks |ike
you did -- the copy of the Butler County ESU
operational plan of which you have in your binder;
s that correct?

A. Yes.
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Q. Okay. And can you just, | guess, expound a
little bit nore about after listening to the
briefing, reviewi ng the operational plan, and
di scussing with other menbers of the QRF, what was
your understanding of the role and responsibility
t hat day of?

A. For the QRF?

Q. Correct.
A. Basically, respond to anything we were
either deployed -- deployed to either assist with

or threat to mtigate, and that would have been --
Now, granted, our assignment was if it
is a lone attack or a |lone threat, an individual by
themsel ves, not a coordinated attack of multiple
people, that's the counter assault's responsibility
primarily. But pretty nmuch we would be assigned to
any and all potential threats or current threats in
order to assist.
Q. And you had nentioned earlier that you
woul d typically send a QRF out ahead of the CAT
team unl ess, for exanmple, it was a multiple

attacker situation?

A. Dependi ng on the scenario, yes.
Q. Dependi ng on the scenari 0?
A. Uh- huh. Again, | guess to expound on that,
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so -- expand on that. If it's a | one person --
Q. Uh- huh.
A. -- then, yes, typically QRF will be

depl oyed first.

Q. Sure.

A. And in case that is -- at least fromny

understanding, in case that is a distraction.

| f

that's the precursor to draw the protection away --

Q. Uh-huh.

A. -- then you still have counter assault

capabl e of protecting the candi date or the asset.

Q. And |'m just going to introduce into t

he

record, it's the same Power Point that || N

has, which is the Butler County ESU Operations
as Exhibit A for the Mnority.
(Mnority Exhibit A was marked for

identification.)

Pl an

Q. This one is for you. I m ght have sone

t abs. | f you actually wouldn't m nd going to
Page 27. | believe it's the last tab.

So Pages 26 and 27 tal k about the

assault on Former President Trunp, as well as the

single active attack/event. This seenms to be the

scenario that you're referring to on Page 27,

that correct, where a QRF would be -- have the

is
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primary responsibility to respond?
A. Correct. Yes, to a single attack or event.
Q. On Page 26, with the assault on Former
President Trump, it does mention that it seems that
Butl er County ESU Counter Assault Team and the
Beaver County Counter Assault Team woul d kind of
take primary responsibility with QRF in reserve.

Does that seem correct to you as well?

A. And | believe that is for -- so | guess
for -- yeah, | mean, for assaults directly on the
candi date, and, again, | believe that m ght be for

i nner perimeter aspects. And, again, that m ght be
me reading into it but --

Q. Sur e. It's nore so |I'mjust hoping to just
kind of see if there's, in your opinion, any
difference between the two, because in this
instance, for exanmple, there was a single shooter.
It's just curious to figure out who is --
technically would they take the lead in responding
to a specific event, if you have any insight into
that? |If not, that's totally fine.

A. So, the only thing that | would probably
say that at |east in our operational plan, or at
| east my understanding, is that anything that was

going to be listed as a directed assault -- so,
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Page 9, counter assault team counter assault team
from Butl er and Beaver County counter assault teans
are dedicated nembers to respond to a coordinated
attack on the candidate or the |ocation of the
event .

So, if I amto push this through to
contingencies that say assault on a former
presi dent would be the responsibility of Butler
ESU, assisted by Beaver, those would be for
coordi nated attacks. And then with this being a
separate contingency, would be if there is a single
threat or single attack, it is QRF's
responsibility, whether that is on or off-site.

So, what | would say is the
contingencies are expandi ng upon --

Q. Uh- huh.

A. -- Page 9, Page 10 is these are your
assignments. Your contingencies are if there is a
coordi nated assault. So, again, it does not say
that, that is my inference --

Q. Okay.

A. -- of fromwhat | would understand fromthe
operational point.

Q. Thank you.

And ki nd of moving over to the kind of
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the | eadership and response side of QRF. You

tal ked a bit earlier about how you were able to
work with your assistant team | eader and your team
| eader and Sergeant |Jjjjij i f there was an issue,
kind of |Iike an open-door policy, so to speak, you
had the flexibility; is that accurate?

A. Correct. If there is -- we have -- the
definition will come to nme. "Conprom sed
authority” is a termthat we use that if you see
somet hi ng, you have the capability to handle that
probl em wi t hout needing to first wait for
perm ssion.

So, if |I see an obvious threat, | don't
need to ask for perm ssion to engage that threat or
handl e t hat problem If it is very -- if it's
apparently obvious to me that it is a problem |'m
all owed to handle that problem without asking for

perm ssion because time is ever passing.

Q. Uh- huh.
A. And if | m ss an opportunity to handle a
potential problem or threat, | may never get that

opportunity again. So comprom sed authority all ows
us within our command structure to handle an
apparent threat or problem --

Q. Uh-huh.
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A. -- without first needing to try to go
t hrough the perm ssion channels to ensure that |I'm
all owed to do what | do.

Q. Gr eat .

A. Or did, | should say. ' m sorry.

Q. Was there anyone on your team either the

assi stant team | eader or team | eader or Sergeant
I who you would say kind of was the predom nant
figure in providing some of the orders during the
rally? You know, getting everything set and
wor ki ng towards responding to issues?

A. | guess if you can rephrase that or
specifically --

Q. | guess, was there anyone that you
interacted with kind of fromlike a supervisory
| evel throughout the -- throughout the event nore
so than others? Was there |like a primary point of

contact that you talked with or discussed issues

with?

A. I mean, the two that | spoke to the nost
about the problems or issues that | observed --

Q. Uh- huh.

A. -- was ny Team Leader NG 21d v

Assi stant Team Leader _.

Q. Okay. And if you could go to Page 10 on
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the Exhibit A on the operational plan, just to kind

of follow up regarding your earlier drone question.
Aside fromthis specific operational

pl an, were you given any other oral or written

instructions or training by Butler ESU,

Pennsyl vania State Police, or the Secret Service

regarding a potential drone response, or is this

kind of the primary reference to drones that you

were aware of on the day of the rally?

A. | would say that this was the Majority of
it. It's -- the blanket order or designation was
if you see a drone --

Q. Uh- huh.

A. -- call it out where you see the drone.

And, again, ny understanding is that someone from a
federal agency, Secret Service, would show up with
a Dronebuster, basically. It's some form of device
that's able to disrupt the capability of that drone
and, | guess, cause it to fall out of the sky

and - -

Q. Woul d you -- if in the instance of seeing a
drone, would you contact your | ocal command trailer
whi ch woul d then contact the Secret Service, or was
there -- in your mnd, was there a responding to --

Li ke, | guess, who would you
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specifically contact in this instance?

A. My -- my direct command.

Q. Your direct command. Okay.

And you nmentioned that you all were in
pl ace around 11:00 in the morning the day of?

A Correct.

Q. So, the QRF hadn't nobved between the 3:45
to 4 ppm ish time frame, is that accurate, from
the barn area?

A. Yeah. At 3:45/4:00, we were in place
dedi cated. We weren't -- we didn't go anywhere.

Q. And you didn't see a drone at all or notice
one flying around the 3:50 p.m time frame?

A. No.

Q. Okay. And did anyone else on the QRF or
t he CAT team nearby that you overheard a
conversation about mention anything about drones?

A. Not during or after has anyone reported any
si ghting.

Q. Ckay. And then on Page 7 of the
operational plan, which just shows a | ocation of
the counter assault team the QRF teant is that
accurate? You were at -- you were kind of on the
east side, the back end of the barn behind the

st age?
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A. No. | -- again, this was a -- yeah, again,

the general area of where we were assigned, yes.

But if you're | ooking at that image, we were on the

top structure. We were within that top structure.

Q. Okay.

So, that is |I would say general placenment.

But, no, we -- we had the UTV inside of that

structure.
Q. Uh- huh.
A. And then we had the rest

t hat were necessary for that day

of the vehicles

l'ined up on the

back side of it towards -- facing Meridian Road.

That woul d have been the east side of the building.

But we were on the inside of the

northern structure

of that.

Q. And how many people would you estimte were
i nside of the barn during this tinme?

A. l"mreally bad at estimations, but | want

to say that, generally speaking,

bal | park, 20.

Q. Bal | park, 20? Okay. Thank you.

A. Yes. So we had counter assault team one,

QRF, medi cal personnel throughout the day in and

out. We had | want to say different, | guess --

" m guessi ng Secret Service agents cone through,

some bomb-detection dog handl ers.
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Basically, we just made them aware we
had plenty of water, snacks, at |east shade so in
case they needed to filter in and out, that they
coul d.

Q. Okay.

A. So --

B | mnearing nmy tine.

B No, no. Go ahead, go ahead.
Take your time.

B  Okay. Great.

BY I

Q. | have two other exhibits that | will
introduce to kind of round out this question on.
So, this is Exhibit B for the Mnority, which is an
over head view of the Butler Farm Fairgrounds.

(Mnority Exhibit B was marked for
identification.)

Q. So, fromthis area, from where you were
kind of in the northern -- inside of the northern
barn, directly north is the AGR buil ding. You
mentioned a bit before during my coll eague's
guestion |line that you did have some concerns about
this positioning. Can you just talk a bit more
about from a quick reaction force perspective.

A. An overview or all my concerns?
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Q. More so -- nore so, | guess, |ocated Kkind
of around the AGR building and kind of that
northern sector.

A. Wel |, one of our concerns is that it took
us al most two minutes to get fromour |ocation to
that | ocation because we had to go around. There
was no i nmmedi ate point of egress for our team
whi ch was concerni ng, but something, again, we had
to mtigate.

The northwest | ocation from our position
where you can see the two cell towers or radio
towers, if you go directly north of that |ocation,
you see a four cluster of trees or six trees,
somewhere between there; so -- it's kind of hard to
explain, but this is actually (indicating) what I
have |l ater found from the adm nistration of the AGR

conplex, that's the adm n building for them or

their offices, | guess.
Q. Uh- huh.
A. Not, |ike, the factory side. But that area

is actually slightly el evated.

Q. Uh- huh.

A. So, looking at it in, you know, this manner
(indicating), it -- everything |ooks flat and
flush.
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Q. Sure.

But as you're standing at the QRF staging

| ocati on and you | ook west, or northwest, it's very

apparent t

hat where the trees meet the ground is

hi gher than the AGR conpl ex, and which is obviously

t he maj or

it's very
i ne of si

and direct

guestions in this entire area.

Because it has an el evated position,
cl ear and apparent that it has a direct
ght over the crowd, generally speaking,

line of sight to the stage. It does not

take a tactician to know that that is probably not

a good thi

me i s that

cluster of

ng.
Throughout the day, again, concerns for
| started to notice underneath that

trees | pointed out --

Q. By the cell towers.

A. - -

t hat people started to amass. So, to

me, that was obviously a concerning issue because

t here was

just wal ki

beli eve wi

head count

no restriction, obviously. People were
ng up there.

As the day progressed, | started I

th Ilike a head count of, like, 7. That

jumped to roughly 20. The head count --

I think my | ast head count was, | don't know, 47,

49 peopl e,

and then it was after that, trying to
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get an accurate head count was not capable. There
was just too many people clustered together.

As | started to see people show up,
again, my concerns and what | became hyperfocused
on basically is that there's nothing over here.

Q. Uh-huh.

A. There's nothing stopping a potential issue.

| actually went and retrieved a set of binoculars
from our arnmored vehicle and started to just do
everything | could to observe | would say standard
t hings that police | ook for for possible threats.

Q. Gr eat . And if you wouldn't m nd returning
to the Exhibit A, the Butler County ESU operations
pl an, Page 11, there is a series of -- there's a
map there which has about seven sectors that are
ordered in order of reports fromthe first going
down to the seventh: stage one -- | mean sector
one being the kind of the stage area, sector two
being the area where the QRF was | ocated.

Did anyone order QRF to kind of nmonitor
the area behind or around the barn, or essentially
were you aware that you had to | ook around that
entire area and kind of keep your eyes out?

A. | mean, we were told there were certain

sectors that we may be kind of a primary aspect of
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we need to respond somewhere.

Q. Uh- huh.

A. But, | nmean, generally speaking, obviously
keeping an eye out for those different areas
surroundi ng our area, | nmean, yes, we're supposed
to ook around at our environment and kind of be
cogni zant of what we're doing.

Q. G ven, though, that you were nore or |ess
inside of the barn because of the force of the --
the use of force issues based off of your
battl| edress uniform et cetera, | guess, how did
that affect your ability to monitor, though, the
areas where you were stationed?

A. Again, | mean, we couldn't just go drive
around. Li ke, for example, where we were staged, |
can't just drive over to sector three.

Q. Uh- huh.

A. Again, they did not want us to just kind of

be out and about comm ngling and interacting --

Q. Sure.

A. -- being heavily visible. You know, it's
not |like a guard patrol or something |ike that.

Q. G ven that, | guess, was there anyone el se

that QRF had anticipated to potentially also watch

that area since you were kind of really confined a
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bit more to inside of the barn being out of sight
tactically speaking?

A. So, | guess maybe not within the specific
sectors, but just outside of them Li ke, between
the areas of where sector one and sector two neet,
but just north where -- between the fence |ine and
those cell towers, there was a Sheriff's vehicle
t hat was parked there, there was a Pennsyl vania
State Police vehicle that was parked there.

My understanding is outside of those
desi gnated sectors, that there would be, you know,
uni formed personnel that would either be floating

or deployed as needed or --

Q. Uh- huh.
A. -- you know, whatever their posted sectors
wer e.

B O<ay. | think I'Il break

there. Thank you.
B  Okay. Are you okay to
conti nue?
THE W TNESS: Yes.
BY I
Q. One quick question. | think you nmentioned
different folks were sort of floating and out of

the barn. You mentioned bomb-sniffing dogs?
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A.

Q.

Uh- huh.

Who was in charge of that? MWhich

organi zati on was that?

A.

From my understandi ng, they were obviously

under the assignment of the U. S. Secret Service. I

think that's kind of a -- just m nor conversations

with them | think that's somewhat of standard

protocol

my under

Navy, or

.1 don't know 100 percent, but that was
st andi ng.

And | think they're tasked through the
something Iike that, to some form of armed

services, and that is just a bonb-detection dog

and - -

Q.
Navy per

So it is your understanding it was possibly

sonnel, but under the, | guess, direction

of Secret Service? Is that --

A.

they're

That's my understanding. So that obviously

part of the uniformed -- armed personnel.

| believe that's who their dog comes from and who

they are enployed by, and then | guess tasked with

them f or

Q.

A
Q.
A

the capabilities of the dog.

Were they in mlitary uniform or --
No.

-- camoufl age?

No. If I remember correctly, just, you
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know, slacks, a Polo-type deal.
Q. Pl ai ncl ot hes?
A. Yes.

B hank you.

THE W TNESS: No problem

B hank you.

BY

Q. So, as ny coll eague mentioned, you know,
sonme of this stuff we're going to ask you, there's
going to be sone overl ap.

A. Sure.

Q. So just forgive us, we're just trying to
create the record.

So, | want to go back to July 13th, and
| think what | would like to do is go through
because we're -- we actually have a -- we have
ot her people comng in at 3:30, so |I think what |I'm

going to do is go through the actual Crooks event,

and then I'Il turn it back over to ny coll eagues.
OCkay?

A. Okay.

Q. So, you tal ked about, you know, you were --

t hat you were stationed in the barn, but you
obvi ously nmoved around quite a bit as the day went

on as people were comng in as you saw fit based on
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your experience and wanting to be able to do your
j ob properly.

A. (Wtness nods).

Q. So, | guess ny first question is during the
course of the day, was -- was your |evel of
concern, not with respect to any specific incident
or potential incident, but your |evel of concern
about doing your job, did it increase as people

started showi ng up and the crowds started to build?

A. If I -- 1 guess, can you repeat that.
Q. Let me ask, in other words, was your -- was
your concern -- was your desire to be out front and

wal ki ng around and making sure you could actually
keep eyes on things, was that tied to the fact that
the crowds were building? Like, that was the --

A. Out si de of our secured perinmeter.

Q. Out si de, exactly. That was going to be ny
next -- and, specifically, it was outside of the
secured perinmeter?

A. Yeah. | didn't have concern for people
t hat were -- you know, to go off of the designated
pl an. You know, people in sector one wasn't
somet hi ng that was concerning to me. | mean, we
al ready antici pated there was going to be several

t housand people there. |If they're there, that
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means they went through screening, they were
checked out. They were not giving me much of a
concern other than just kind of paying attention or
gl anci ng at that.

But, yes, people amassing outside of the
secured perimeter where | don't really see any --
any uni formed personnel to intercept a problem
yes, | -- that becanme somewhat apparent in my head
that |I'm not going to just let this go. [ m not
just going to go sit down and hope nothing happens.
That's just not how ny brain works.

So, when -- kind of just to clarify,
when you're saying "wal king around,"™ for ne,
unfortunately, it was outside of that northern
barn, west of the barn. So, behind stage right,
and | pretty much stayed on that inner fence |line
for the better part of two hours, just basically
trying to stay focused on the people on the outside
of our perimeter.

And, again, there's things that
increased my suspicion. | don't know how far you
want me to go because it doesn't exactly pertain to
Cr ooks.

Q. No, that's fine.

A. Okay.
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Q. Actually, what | would like to do is
actually use Exhibit B to just help us orient where
you were, where you nmentioned -- on the map where

you were for those two hours.

A. Sure.

Q. If you have -- | can give you a pen. | f
you wouldn't mnd just -- this is the official
exhibit, | guess. Let me give you this one

(i ndicating).

A. OCkay. | can at | east --

Q. Yeah, just approxi mate. I f you could just
put a circle around where you were.

(Wtness drawi ng).

A. It wasn't really witing very well but --
Q. Her e. Let's try this one. Is it this
ri ght here (indicating)?
A. Yep.
Q. "1l give you this pen. This will work
better.

B A right. Just the witness
has marked Exhibit B with a circle where he just
testified he was depl oyed for about two hours
| ooki ng around the site.

Q. Okay. Can you also identify where the AGR

bui l ding is.
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A. Circle the whole thing?

Q. Just put an "X" where it is.
A. (Conpl ying).

Q. Gr eat .

B And the witness has put an

"X" where the AGR building is on Exhibit B.

Q. And you were | ooking outwards; correct?
A. Correct.
Q. Because you were | ooking outside the

peri meter?
A. |l -- yes.
Q. Okay. So -- and those two hours were

roughly what period of time during the day?

A. Roughly a little after 4 p.m to 6 p.m
Q. Okay. 4 p.m to 6 p.m

A. Well, beyond 6 p.m obviously for --

Q. Ri ght .

A. -- known reasons but --

Q. Absol ut el y. But -- you can keep that
because | may have you mark somet hing el se.

A. Okay.

Q. So, this brings us to Crooks. OCkay? So,
fromroughly what time did you first hear about --
and if you have it in your notes, you can |ook in

your notes -- did you hear about a suspicious
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person near the AGR buil ding?

A. First hear of this?
Q. Yes.
A. | believe | received a

easy way to put it is hearing a
Q. When | say "hear," | do
on your ear. It could just be,
informed either by text or what
A. Yeah. | guess the easy
M. Crooks was a person that |
keep an eye on.

Q. OCkay.

A. There was a few people
attempting to nonitor due to ju
abnormalities to me --

Q. Ri ght .

A. -- based on, you know,
body | anguage. M. Crooks was

was sometime around -- I'mint

-- well, | guess the
bout it and --

n't mean necessarily
you know, you were
ever.

way to put it is

was attenpting to

that | was

st things that were

circunstances or
one of them which

he -- sometinme

bet ween the 4:30/5:00 time, something |ike that.

So, again, | was non
area and had communi cations wit
inside of the AGR building. W
text messages back and forth.

text messages at approximtely

itoring a | ot of the
h Sniper N

did have a couple
He had sent three

5:15 p.m | did not
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observe those text messages for approximtely 20,
30 mnutes. | did not hear anything off my cell
phone occur. And |I actually then had a phone
conversation with Sniper |l at about 5:40 p.m

Q. Okay. Bef ore we get -- so, when you said
that you -- that M. Crooks was sonebody that you
observed to try to keep an eye on him was that
before or after he was identified by |Jjjjjjji§ t hr ough
his text messages?

A. Bef ore.

Q. Bef or e. So tell us about that. When did
-- roughly when did you first see -- | know you
didn't know who he was at the time --

A. Yeah.

Q. -- but you now know who he was. Roughly
when did you first see himduring that 4 to 6 p.m?

A. | don't -- | don't have an exact time
frame. It was probably sometinme closer to the --
to the 5 p.m

| first started watching people over

there at like 6 after 4:00. Throughout the period
of time of watching people for, you know, that
approxi mate 80, 90 m nutes, | identified about four
people that were a concern; so, sonmetime around

guarter to 5, 5:00.
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Q. Okay. \What about what you noticed with him
drew your attention to hin?
A. When | first observed him he was seated on
coincidentally the concrete wall that he was
phot ographed to be sitting on. He cane and went
fromthat position multiple tinmes.
| -- lack of a better termis |
identified this person as not paying attention to
the venue, not paying attention to anyone around
him He was secluded off to himself where the
crowds they were -- anybody else that was there was
either trying to seek shade, they had maybe a | awn
chair with them they are dressed in a way that
woul d basically signify some form of participation
in the rally.
A ot of them were up against the outer
peri meter fence line. And, again, one of these
i sol ated individuals was drawn way back to the

corner of the AGR building, secluded, playing on

t he phone.
Q. Ri ght .
So, to me -- well, what appeared to be

pl aying on the phone. And that was an abnormality
to me.

At one point, he went between some of
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t he building areas of the complex -- of the AGR

complex. So with himkind of out of sight, then

com ng back, continued to draw my suspicion

| observed that he was | ooking up at ny

sni per elements, or what | believed he believed was

our sniper elements, because there was open

wi ndows -- well, as nmuch as they could open -- and

t hen, again, would kind of come and go.

And it really appeared to me that he had

absolutely zero interest in anything that was
happeni ng inside the fence.

Q. Understood. And this occurred around is it

4: 30, 5:00 or so?

A. Somet hi ng al ong those |ines, yeah.

Q. Okay. Did you communi cate with anybody
about your concern -- or | shouldn't say "your
concern"” -- about the fact that you identified
somebody at | east that you were focused on?

A. Yes. Again, along with the other subjects
that | was monitoring, | did speak -- throughout

that time frame,

| eader, commander

-~ so NN and

of my concerns,

at them

| did speak with my assistant team

of ORF,

B 'ere both made aware

and then my team | eaders

who |I'm | ooking at, why |I'm | ooking
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We also notified Trooper |l who was
on the outside of that fence.

Q. Ri ght .

A. It kind of |ooks |ike no man's [and. He
was on the other side of that gate that we were
wor king with him He was basically cell phone
comruni cation, things |like that, that he was able
to also kind of get people -- or basically
communi cate with his command to try to let them
know that we're tracking things that we don't feel
confortable with.

Q. Okay. And so this was being comunicated
by you to your coll eagues. Do you know what they
were doing with that information?

A. We were doing the same thing that -- we
were all trying to nonitor to see if there was
somet hing that does elevate it other than just --

Q. Ri ght .

A. -- my interpretation of body |anguage and

circunmstances - -

Q. Ri ght .

A. -- that is there anything else to go off
of .

Q. Got it.

So based on your experience at that
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point, there wasn't a reason to -- either for you
or for you to call or sonmebody to call in a patrol
officer -- to go and talk to this person. It was
at -- it was -- it was at a point where he was
someone to watch, but he had not done anything that
woul d | ead you normally to say, "We need to go at

| east talk to him and engage with this person"?

A. Correct. Yes. Wth that information,
prior to the text nessages, then, yes. At that
point, it was just someone that was doi ng things
that | saw as abnormalities.

Q. Ri ght . Okay.

So, in your experience at that point in
time, you did not feel a need, for example --
actually, let me ask you this question.

If you saw someone -- obviously, if
someone had a gun or whatever -- if someone was
acting very strangely |like, you know, and maybe
l'i ke, you know -- would you have had the authority
or discretion to go and approach that person
yoursel f?

A. Agai n, based on what |I'm dressed |i ke that
day as a SWAT operator with a QRF teanf

Ri ght .

Then, no. Based on what he was doing at
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t hat period of time, | cannot deploy and interact
with him

Q. Ri ght .

A. Because it's a use of force.

Q. Understood. So it has to be actually

counter use of force, a potential use of force?
A. It has to be sonmething that at | east
el evates to give us perm ssion to do that.
Q. Under st ood.
A. A mere encounter is not deemed to be a nere

encounter --

Q. Ri ght .

A. -- if you're dressed how I was dressed.

Q. So you -- alternatively, with sonmeone |ike
that, could you have -- you or asked someone to
call in State Police or the Sheriff to, "Hey, send

a patrol officer to go just talk to this guy"?

A. Yes. We could request that someone that
has the ability, whether it's a floater or someone
assigned to that area or that post, to do that.

Now, | guess with that information, with
some of the other suspicious people, those are
t hings that we -- that were requested and in some

capacities kind of done.

Q. Ri ght .
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A. Trooper | 2and the Sheriff that was

posted there, based on what | was observing and the
information we are giving them they did actually
go to the outer perimeter fence line and tried to
interact with nultiple different subjects that we
request ed.

Q. Ri ght .

A. And nmost of those people -- at |east a

coupl e of those people just turned their back and

wal ked away. Again, we don't have anything above

just abnormalities, so it's not |ike we can det
them or tackle them
So, one of the individuals Trooper

I \as actually able to have a m nor

ain

conversation with, but it was kind of dismssive,

or I don't want to say adversarial, but from hi
understanding, it was very clear that none of t

people wanted to talk to him

S

hese

M. Crooks, unfortunately, was not one

of those people that was able to have a face-
to-face interaction. Based on some of that
information | was able to give Trooper N
was actually able to get a couple plainclothes
unit officers to go over to that area and, say,

| ack of a better term they kind of wal ked in,

he

Vi ce

did
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a circle, and wal ked back out.

Agai n, whether they felt they had
anything that they could base additional
interactions on, | don't know. ['"m-- | obviously
wasn't on that side of the fence.

Q. Under st ood. So -- but, again, from your
perspective with -- as to the person that we now
know as Crooks, when you saw him saw the actions
he was taking, your experience was at that point
you certainly couldn't engage him because that
woul d be a use of force, he wasn't doing anything

that would arise to that |evel, but you also did

not believe at that time that it was -- it would
be -- it would be appropriate to, given what you
saw him doing, to call in or have someone el se cal

in the State Police or the Sheriff's Office or
sonmebody who was outside of the perimeter, a
floater, to go and engage with him? He wasn't
doi ng anything that rose to that |evel at that
poi nt ?

A. Wth that know edge, no.

Q. Okay.

A. Until we get information of the

rangefi nder --

Q. Ri ght .
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A. -- no, | don't believe there would have
been a force way to detain him

Q. Okay. Understood.

Now, you said you occasionally |ose
sight of him he |ooked |ike he was going around
the building and then he would come back. At some
point you -- you did see the text messages with the
photos that were sent by | J]; rioght?

A. Yeah. Prior to that, | received three text
messages from Sniper |l ' nsi de the building,
and because he's -- we had a kind of a text back
and forth where he was kind of observing that | was

wat ching that area --

Q. Ri ght .

A. -- with a set of binoculars --

Q. Ri ght .

A. -- so these text nmessages returned and

pretty nmuch were saying, "Are you watching this guy

up agai nst our building? Long hair, gray T-shirt,

white shorts. He has a rangefinder.™

Q. Ri ght .

A. So, obviously, as soon as | seen that
series of messages, | presume or know exactly who

he is referring to.

Q. Ri ght .
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A.

Have a phone conversation with him Par t

of our conversation is pretty much, you see him

again, we need to know i medi ately.

Q.
A.

Ri ght .

|'ve | ost eyes on him so you -- if he pop

his head back up, pretty nmuch, you know, |ack of a

better term we need to know.

Q.
A.

OCkay.

And that's where, you know, a few m nutes

| ater, apparently his conversation with Sniper

B s "Get this out over the air."

Q.
A.

Ri ght . Ri ght .

And that is where -- afterward, that's

where the text messages conme in.

Q.
A.

Yeah.

Those text messages | was able to actually

put over the air that that is confirmed, that is

who |I'm - -

Q. That's who -- right.

A. That's the person | saw, that's the person
B savw.

Q. Ri ght . So let me just break it down just
little bit for the time |ine.

A. Sure.

Q. So you received -- you received the text

S

a
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messages sonetime before 5:30 that day, but you
didn't see them because you didn't get an alert
until roughly a half hour later, 20 m nutes/half
hour ?

A. Yeah. I randomy just checked my phone and
saw | had messages.

Q. Okay. And do you know what time, roughly,
you saw -- you actually saw the messages?

A. No. Like |I said, it was -- it was
approximately 20, 30 m nutes after they were sent.

Q. Okay.

A. They were sent at 5:15.

Q. Okay. Got it.

And when did you get the text nessage

from| that he had a rangefinder?

A. Again, all three of those messages all cane
in at 5:15.

Q. 5: 15, okay.

A. And | didn't see them for 20, 30 m nutes.

Q. OCkay. Got it.

A. The pictures came in at 5:47 p.m

Q. 5:47. Okay.

B ' mgoing to mark this as

Exhibit 1 if that -- change our -- this is -- these

are the radio transcripts. Three of them
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(Majority Exhibit No. 1 was marked for
identification.)

Q. "1l give this to you guys, and |I'I1l just
hover over you if you don't m nd.

A. Sure.

B And 1’1l give this to you
too to mark.

Q. So you said that at roughly 5:47, you saw
the text message about the range -- the
rangefinder, as well as the photos. And then we
have a transcript here that at 17:48, about a
m nute |ater, you radioed "10Charliel 10AlI phal2
Signal app pictures positive ID that's the guy
we're tal king about"; right?

A. (Wtness nods).

Q. So that's what you were just talking about.
At that time, you got -- you recognized himfrom

t he photos?

A. Yes.

Q. Ckay. And then I'Il get to these in a
second.

A. Sure.

Q. And so, at that point when you -- when you

said that, just tell us generally what happened

next . Li ke, what were you doing and what did you
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understand |l was doi ng?
A. From my understandi ng, that they were
basically keeping eyes aware that this a person

that we are | ooking for; so, obviously, a person of

i nterest.
Q. Ri ght .
A. And if we see him they need to put it out
over the air. They need everyone to be notified.
Q. Got it.
A. My under standi ng at that point through

different radio transm ssions is that it was passed
along from ny command post to PSP and Secret
Servi ce.

And, again, ny understanding at that
point is that there would be other uniformed

personnel that would be com ng over to check the

area --
Q. Ri ght .
A. -- to see if they could |ocate himor try

to put a uniformed presence in the area.

Q. So at the time that you radi oed back that
this is the guy, did you -- did you call in or did
you ask anyone on your teamto call in for
addi ti onal support to go find himlike State Police

or anyone |ike that?
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A. No. | believe that was already handl ed by
Commander -

Q. Ri ght .

A. So, once the description and the pictures

were put out and it was confirmed it was him |
believe afterward the radio transm ssions from
command, Commander [Jjjij: was we will be sending,
you know, Sheriff's Office and troopers, or
somet hing al ong those lines; that there would be
ot her personnel com ng over to handle that. It

woul d not be --

Q. Okay.
A. -- OQRF.
Q. You understood that others were calling in

addi tional support to go and check this out?

A. Yeah. My assunption was that other people
were com ng over. My understanding is people are
com ng over to be in that area.

Q. Ri ght . Ri ght. And, of course, still at
t hat point, even with a rangefinder, this does not
rise to the |l evel of something that you can go out
and depl oy yourself to go engage with this person
because that would be a use of force?

A. Correct.

Q. Okay. And having a rangefinder, even

LaGanba Reporting Services
www. | aganbar eporti ng. com (412) 458-0439




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

99

though it's weird off the golf course in that
setting, it's not -- it's not -- to your
understanding, it does not sort of rise to the
| evel of use of force |evel?

A. It's not enough that | could deploy a SWAT
team to handl e.

Q. Ri ght .

A. Again, you put me in my patrol uniform
there will not be -- | would have been -- if | was
in my patrol standard, | would be either asking for
perm ssion or attenpting to go over there if | was
not assigned a post |ike QRF. | can't --

Q. Yeah, understood.

So, again, at that point, it had not
reached in your mnd that level to justify those
types of actions?

A. Correct.

Q. So, once -- so you understand or believe
that il has asked people to deploy the State
Police, the Sheriff's Office, whomever, to depl oy
and go find this person and get eyes on him Do
you know what |l ard ll who is the Beaver
County, do you know what they're doing at that
poi nt ?

A. During the operation, no, | had no idea
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what they were --

Q. Okay.

A. What t hey were doing.

Q. Okay. And so, while this was happening,
were you continuing to | ook -- have eyes trying to

find himand see him what he was doing?

A. Yes. Yes. | continued to -- obviously,
wi th binocul ars assistance, | attenpted to kind of
continue to sweep the area and see if | could get

eyes back on him

Q. Did you get eyes back on himafter this --
after these communi cations?

A. No.

Q. OCkay. So you didn't -- you couldn't find
himwi th the binoculars? Werever he was, you

couldn't find him --

A. No.
Q. -- fromyour angle?
A. And, again, subsequent information was that

he was north of that buil ding conmplex area. He was
north of my position beyond where | first saw him
And, again, the way that the elevations and things
work, | had no |line of sight.

Q. OCkay. What -- were you using Butler 4 for

your radio?
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A | believe | was ops 4 that day.

Q. Ops 4. Okay. It's not that inportant.

A | believe it was.

Q. Actually, 1"l just ask the subsequent
question. Did you hear at any -- | know at sone

poi nt you actually depl oyed.

A. | was.

Q You were?

A. | was 4, sorry.
Q That's fine.

| know at some point you actually
depl oyed, of course. Do you -- so, did you hear
over the radio at some point after -- you know,
whil e you were | ooking for himafter these other
communi cations occurred that he had been spotted
and he had a rifle and he was on the roof?

A. Yes. So the chain of events to that is
obvi ously checking the area. At this point,
because of what |'m seeing, the rangefi nder
information, Team Leader | nvself, ny
Assistant Team Leader |l are standing in th

area that | marked.

I''m

at

At one portion | start to see a |lot of

uni formed personnel, which at one noment was a

little bit of a relief, and then |I observed all

of
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them frantically | ooking up, and then one of them
wi t hdraw their pistol fromtheir hol ster.

Q. Ri ght .

A. So that i mediately took all of that relief
and conpl etely shot that out the wi ndow.

Q. Ri ght .

A. At that nmoment, | am pointing that out to
my Assistant Team Lead |l and we both agree
we got to go.

Q. Ri ght .

A. Obvi ously, if guns are com ng out across
the fence, that definitely elevates to a |evel of
potential threat.

Q. Ri ght .

A. Uni formed personnel are not going to pull a
gun unless there's a potential threat.

Q. Ri ght .

A. So we are active running to -- QRF's
getting | oaded to deploy. As we're deploying,
we're getting the same information from command i s
that they do have a suspect, he is on the roof, he
does have a rifle.

And as we're pulling out of the barn and
he's giving us this information so we can depl oy,

shots are subsequently being fired --
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Q. Shots are fired.
-- overtop of us.

Q. Okay. And so, at that point, you all --
you deploy. MWhile the shots are fired, are you
continuing to deploy?

A. Yes.

Q. So you're heading towards AGR?

A. Yes.
Q. Can you just write on that map, on | think
it's 1 -- B --
B G
Q. -- generally where you came from and how - -

where you went to.
A. So how we got -- our travel path to get
over there?
Q. Yeah.
A Just one continuous line is okay?
Q. That's fine.
A Okay.
(W tness drawi ng.)
Let me just take a ook so I can --
Sure. That's no problem
So, generally speaking, we have
butt onhook out of the barn.

Q. Yeah.
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A. So, go north and you i mmedi ately go east.

Q. Yeah.

A. We cut through this big open field, and
there was a gate open down here (indicating) that
we identified earlier.

Q. Ri ght .

A. So traverse this area (indicating), go down
Bray Paul (indicating), on Meridian (indicating),
and then the water tower access (indicating).

Q. Yeah.

A. Went around that area and went straight
into the parking lot to the | oading dock
(i ndicating).

Q. Got it.

B  And so, just for the record,
the witness has witten a line fromthe circle that
he previously wrote on Exhibit B showi ng the path
of travel until he gets to the AGR buil ding, which
he has previously marked with an "X."

BY I

Q. And you | think previously testified this
t ook roughly a m nute and how | ong?

A. Approxi mately a m nute and 52 seconds.

Q. 1 mnute 52 seconds. Okay.

A. Again, my approxi mation.
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Q.

Ri ght .

And just the best of your recollection,

did the -- were the shots fired as you were | eaving

to deploy or was it -- or what point in your

depl oyment in that m nute, and, |'m sorry, how many

seconds? 52 seconds --

A. Yeah.

Q. -- did -- again, rough estimate --

A. Sure.

Q. -- did you hear the shots fire?

A. Yes. | mean, to clarify, we heard the
actual -- it's kind of hard to describe, but nost

people say it

s like a whizzing noise of a bullet

goi ng past you.

Q.

o > O

Ri ght .

That was very audible to us.

Ri ght .

So, yes, we were in the mdst of deploying
shots were fired.

Ri ght .

The -- again, what we know after the fact
sl ower, methodical three-round volley.

Ri ght .

And then the rapid five-shot volley.

Ri ght .
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A. Those were the rounds that we were hearing
kind of in our general sphere of area.
Q. Right. So you were still -- you were at
t he begi nning of your deployment when you heard it?
A. Yes.
Q. Right? So you were still -- you were there

at the barn, effectively?

A. Yeah.
Q And then you drove out?
A. Wthin that -- within that area, yeah
Q Got it. Okay.
So then when you get to the barn -- |I'm
sorry -- when you get the AGR buil ding, what

happens? \What happens at that point?

A. QRF i medi ately deploys. As | see on the
| oadi ng dock, | see uniformed personnel. Wy
i mmedi ate thought is they already said on the roof,
I have everyone | ooking up, my inmmedi ate thought is
how do I get on the roof? | need sonme form of
gui ck access to the roof.

On that | oading dock, | see at that

point it was Butler Township Officer | ll: who is
al so on our team standing next to basically like a
green plastic chair and |i ke a Rubbermaid plastic

shed, and | can see that that's potentially an
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ability for me to get up on.

That was what they were starting to

climb; so that was imediately my thought is |I'm
drawn to that. ' m not going to take the risk of
any of these patrol men. My job is to handle the
probl em

So, | climbed the chair. | IR
assisted me onto the shed. Once | was on the shed,
| realized |I still don't have the means to actually
even gain access to the roof; so | yelled for them
to bring me a pallet fromthe other side of the
| oadi ng dock.

We stacked the pallet on the shed, and
when | tried to kind of climb or move that, the
shed was kind of pulling away fromthe wall. So,
again, tony -- to my own regret is that took ne
| onger than | wanted to to get on the roof.

Utimtely, the other portions of the
QRF were able to push forward and kind of use the
human | adder system to hoist them up on the | ower
recessed section of the roof, and | was able to get
anot her officer to hold the shed, and |l was
able to hold the pallet, and | was able to use that

as a makeshift | adder.

Q. Ri ght .

LaGanba Reporting Services
www. | aganbar eporti ng. com (412) 458-0439




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

108

A. Once | was on the roof, you know, facing
the venue, or facing Crooks' |ocation, | pushed
hard right to kind of take over a point of cover or
li ke an over-watch, basically, for the three
operators that were on that |ower-rung roof. So in
case there's something, | can then obviously engage
if this person was to become an active threat
agai n.

Q. Ri ght .

A. We communi cated that | have over-watch or |
have cover for them and they can push forward to
secure the individual and get the weapon away from
their possession.

Q. Ri ght .

A. Once that was done, obviously, the rifle
was picked up, secured, and nmoved several feet
over .

Q. Were you staying in over-watch this entire

time or did you --

A. To a certain degree.
Q. Ri ght .
A. Once there was -- once _ was able to

continually hold a point of dom nation overtop of
this individual, they were able to nove the rifle

and they were working on taking himinto custody,
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again, there was three of themthere. | did not
believe | was needed to continue to over-watch.
Obvi ously, | have no sector of fire
because my people are in ny way, | took it upon
myself at that point to then do what we call a

back-cl ear or secondary cl earance.

Q. Ri ght .

A | cleared the roof.

Q. Ri ght .

A So | moved to every point that | could

access individually --

Q. Ri ght .

A. -- again, wearing the gear that |I'm wearing
to see is there anything I can observe, is there
anot her person, is there any other weaponry,
problems, is there people injured sonewhere? | see
none of that.

And then | returned back to that

sout hern portion of the building. Some of the

ot her people that | was identifying as perform ng
suspi cious activity or abnormalities, | guess is
the best way to put it, | was actually able to see

that two out of the three of them were still
present on-site, and | was able to yell down off

the roof to get troopers to detain them on ny

LaGanba Reporting Services
www. | aganbar eporti ng. com (412) 458-0439




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

110

aut hority.
Q. Ri ght .
A. My understanding is they were detained and

some form of investigation has occurred with them
at least for witness statenents.

Q. Okay. Understood.

And |l et me just show you, this is,
again, Exhibit 1. There are two radio
transm ssions. One is at 6:13, "] r adi oed,
"Get the arnor | need a |adder.'"™ Do you remenber
when in the sequence of events that you just
testified about that you said that?

A. Yeah. " m standing on top of the green
shed prior to making access to the roof.

Q. Ri ght .

A. And | still have a | ot of patrol and
operators kind of below me. Basically saying that
my i mmedi ate thought is | need access to the roof,
and | need to ensure that the people behind me have
access to the roof.

So, | know that we keep a telescopic
| adder in our armed vehicle. So, obviously, if
this so far is presumed to be a |lone attack, a |one
i ndi vidual, then if the arnmored vehicle has come

over, | can either use the armored vehicle to get
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into a | ower section that will just drive it right
up to the building, or they can at |east give nme
t hat however many feet tall or telescopic |adder

s, and | know based on the weight rating and ny

body size, | can climb that without a break.
Q. And then three mnutes |ater, you radio,
"Standby working on taking himinto custody."” What

was goi ng on when you said that?
A. | believe that was the same thing where
they were securing that individual's person.

Q. Okay. Got it. Thank you.

A. Or something to that effect.

Q. And did you know when you were on the roof
when the events that are -- that you just testified
about, did you know he -- that Crooks had actually
been shot by -- either by | aw enforcement or --

A. | do remenmber hearing | believe it was

I s transm ssion that he was reporting that

t he shooter appeared to be down.

Q. Ri ght .

A. | don't know. | guess in our world, or at
| east in nmy head, until that person is in
custody - -

Q. Ri ght .

A. -- they're -- | don't slow down.
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Q. Ri ght .

A. Until that person is deemed to either be
expired or is in our physical custody, this
situation is not done.

Q. Okay. At some point while you were on the
roof, did you come to know that he had either -- he
had expired or at |east that he was so
I ncapacitated that he was no |onger a threat?

A. It was -- well, we presumed that, you know,
based on our information is that, yes, he appeared

to be expired.

Q. Ri ght .

A. But obviously --

Q. That was from your visual --

A. Yes.

Q. Ri ght . Yeah.

A. We didn't see any fornms of respiration.

Even, you know, once we were close enough, we
realized, okay, no respiration, he's not blinking.
There's a large -- there's at |least a |arge exit
wound that we could -- appeared to be towards the
back of his neck, you know, a lot of bodily fluid
t hat had drained out; so --

Q. Ri ght .

A. -- reasonably thinking from our training
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and knowl edge and experience that there's no --
there's no fixing that.

Q. Ri ght .

A. But, again, we're not medical personnel.

So, later on we did actually request that a medic

come up so there was some form of -- someone that
is -- has the authority to pronounce can pronounce.
Q. Were you involved in the retrieval of the

weapon that he was using?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. And tell us about that. Did you --
in other words, did you actually retrieve it
yoursel f or --

A. No. Because | believe this was a -- going
to transpire into a federal investigation.

Q. Ri ght .

A. Knowi ng how my training is, | would not be
happy if other people just randomy decided to take
the liberties of my crime scene.

Q. Ri ght .

A. | did the best | could to control taking
the liberties of someone else's.

Q. Ri ght .

A. That weapon was moved from the shooter's

right side, far off to his left trajectory, and it
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was not

nmoved again until federal

something with it.

be -- |

ki nd of
Q.
A.

The weapon in and of i

agenci es did

tself appears to

can confirm |l at |east | ooked at it. ' m

fascinated with firearns.
Ri ght .

Luckily in my profession,

a good thing.

Q.
A.

rifle.

l'i ke the type of upper

it, but

guard, which would be the front

real extra bells and whistl es.

Ri ght .

t hat was ki nd of

But it's a standard M| - Spec DPMS | ower

Obvi ously information has come out about

it appeared to just be a

buttstock, had a Hol osun AEMS hol

and everything that was on

free-fl oat hand

section of it. No

Tel escopi c

ographic or red

dot optic.

Q. Uh- huh.

A. 45-degree offset Picatinny rail mount iron
sights and 30-round maga- -- |like industry standard

30-round magazi ne.

Q.

secur ed,

But as for your purposes,

but far to his left for

agencies to deal with it?

A.

Uh- huh.

t he weapon was

t he federal
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Q. Were you involved in renoving the body from
the roof?
A. No.
B Ckay. ['"'mgoing to -- I'm
going to -- since we ran out, |I'mgoing to hand it
over to the Mnority then.

THE W TNESS: Okay.

BN Thank you.

BY I
Q. Al'l set for a break or good to continue?
A. No, we can. We should be fine.
Q. Gr eat . My col |l eague has covered a bunch of

what we had ki nd of queued up on our side, but just
a -- just for a few points of clarity, a few other
questi ons.

So you -- going back to your first
sighting using binoculars to kind of scan the area
of the AGR, that was around 5:45; is that accurate?

A. No. First visual on him | -- again, | --
| guess just to clarify, as |I'm observing nultiple
peopl e that are just doing abnormal things to ny
opi nion, the things that made me want to pay
attention to them | don't have a real dedicated
time frame on that.

Q. Sur e.
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A. | know subsequently, you know, my origina

statement that evening when | had to give

information, | presumed it was between 4:30, 5:00,
somet hing |ike that. If 1 -- looking at everything
that | -- that |I'm able to perceive now, it's

probably beyond 4:45. Something along those |ines.
Il -- 1 wish I could specify nore.

Q. Sur e. Sur e.
A.

But | didn't -- | had no reason to note the
exact time of the first time |I saw himuntil after
| was |ike, that was probably an inportant thing to
know.
Q. Uh- huh. And you received texts -- the

three initial text messages from the sniper,
B hat was around 5 to 5:10 time range; is
t hat correct?

A. Li ke I said, those three text nmessages

specifically came in time-stamped on my phone at

5:15.
Q. 5:15?
All three. It was three messages, but they
were - -
Q. In a row?
A. -- all three rapid fire.

Q. But you didn't see themfor 20 to 30
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minutes later?

A. Unfortunately.

Q. Okay. Did you receive any messages, either
texts or phone calls or over ops 4, the radio
frequency, from the other sniper, . describing
Thomas Crooks around that time frame?

i\ Not at that time frame of that. But,
again, after I had a phone conversation with Sniper
_ at 5:40, I confirmed with him that I
observed Mr. Crooks as well looking at the second
floor of the AGR building, which was their
location, or [l 's location.

I requested that he keep a lookout for
this male and keep me posted if he does see him
again. Explaining to him that if we see him, give
information that needs to go out.

At 5:42 and I believe 58 seconds, Sniper
I from Beaver ESU in the AGR building notified
command of Mr. Crooks over the -- over the radio.
So, actually gave a somewhat physical description
to basically say, hey, this guy has a rangefinder.

0. And that's the first time you heard -
say something --

A. Correct.

0. -- over the radio? Did you --
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A. Well, that | can --
Q. That you recollect.
-- recollect about Crooks. He may have
done a status check throughout the day. |'m not

100 percent sure.

Q. And you're aware of the Signal -- the
Signal app; is that correct?

A. Uh- huh.

Q. And you use the Signal app?

A. We do.

Q. Okay. Is there a reason for that, out of
curiosity, versus typical text message or any other
messagi ng app?

A. That was an easier way for -- again, why we
started using it, to my know edge, there was no
met hodi cal reason.

Q. Sur e.

A. But it was an easy way for us to say if we
need to do an entire message to the team --

Q. Uh- huh.

A. -- as opposed to having sone other text
message thread that we have to always remember to
add people to and on everyone's phone chai ns and
all that stuff, that was just an easy way for us to

say that we can add people as they -- you know, if
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we onboard people onto the team we can just add
them to that.

Q. Uh- huh.

A. And it's one way that we can just get a

message out to the entire teamthat alerts your

phone as opposed to, well, | didn't check ny
e-mail .
Q. And | believe it was Exhibit 2 was the

three messages, the three radio transm ssions.
THE REPORTER: Exhi bit 1.
Q. Exhi bit 1, excuse ne.

So, regarding the, you know, Signal app
pi ctures, positive ID, "that's the guy we're
tal ki ng about"” nmessage that you radioed, who sent
you that specific Signal message with the photos
for the positive identification, and at what time,

if you have a recollection?

A. "1l find out specifically for you here in
just a second. If I had to make a gut check right
now, it would have been, I'm thinking, from |

Yes. So, the images came through our
Signal application from ||} our sniper
team | ead.
Q. And does it have a time stanp?

A. 5:47.
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Q. 5:47. Okay.
And you heard -- you first heard about
Thomas Crooks on the roof at around what time

approxi mately would you say?

A. | didn't know he was on the roof. Again,
confirmation, | didn't know he was on the roof
until it came from command, and that was seconds

before shots fired.
Q. So, you -- at any time during the day, were

you listening in to ops 3, which was the detail?

A. Unfortunately not.

Q. Okay.

A. Again, we were designated to ops 4.
| guess to clarify that, | was

desi gnated to be on ops 4, and | did not monitor
mul tiple channels.

Q. Is that typically standard operating
procedure for an event |like that, you're typically
on your channel only, or would you scan other
channel s?

A. We have the capability of scanning other
channels, but it can become, | would say,
over whel m ng.

Q. Uh- huh.

A. So if other people -- like, if traffic
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detail is having a |l ot of conversations with, hey,
bl ue van, or, hey, stop traffic, or, hey, do this,

it's going to be just a | ot of noise --

Q. Uh- huh.
A. -- coming in to me that |I'm now, okay, was
that for me, was that -- is this a suspicious car

I*"m | ooking for?
So a lot of times they will designate

that we're on a channel, and that's specifically so

we can keep operational integrity. So, like, |
know -- if | hear something, |I know it's inmportant.
Q. So on the ops 4 radio tinme |line that we

currently have, the |last rough transm ssion was
around 18: 08 hours, and then the next transm ssion
| believe which was with Sergeant i tal king to
QRF saying "deploy" was around 18:11 hours.

Was there anything kind of going on
roughly between that period? Since there's no
radi o chatter, were you guys discussing things as
you were getting ready?

A. Can you tell me what the radio transm ssion
was prior to Commander [
Q. Yeah. 18 --
| can't say that it will absolutely help

but --
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Q. | apol ogi ze. It was 18:07, that was just a
response fromll toc - So nore or less
bet ween 18: 07 hours and 18:11 hours, there was
really no transm ssions about what was occurring
ki nd of on the AGR buil ding, where you had
mentioned earlier in my colleague's question |line
that QRF was starting that conversation, starting

to get ready and deployed right as the shots were

ki nd of going off at around 18:11. So, | guess in
that time frame, |'mjust trying to get a better
sense of what QRF itself was doing: internal

del i berations, internal preparations, you know,
talking with, say, Commander [Jjjjij on a different --
di fferent mode of communication?

A. So, | guess between those, team wi se,
again, we had already been prepared for -- if we

need to get deployed, we're already prepared to

depl oy. It's literally just putting bodies in the
vehicl e.

What | would perceive that was occurring
bet ween that is, again, you -- Team Leader

B mvself, Assistant Team Leader N

again, standing in that open area between stage
right, the fence, and the barn nmonitoring what is

occurring. Our anticipation is that we will have
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people come over, whether it's PSP or Sheriffs --
I'm sorry, Pennsylvania State Police or the
Sheriff's Department that will be com ng over to
then assist with either |ooking for or intercepting
a suspicious individual, or the person identified
with the rangefinder.

So, obviously different facts and
circumstances of what actually brought the patrol
units over there. And, again, if you have the
transcript, you should know that that's Commander
I that actually put on I think it was ops 3 him
pretty nmuch saying that we're | ooking for someone,

we can't find him

Q. Uh- huh.
A. Hey, be aware for situational awareness.
If you see this person, we -- be m ndful, and

that's actually what brought a lot of themto the
AGR complex to attempt to surround it and | ocate.

Q. And it was seeing the officers nove over
and wi t hdrawi ng the service weapon is really what
ki nd of kicked things off to start the depl oyment
ri ght before the shots were heard?

A. Yeah. So before Commander [Jjjjjij actually
got on the radio and said, "Hey, OQRF you need to

deploy,"™ that is something that we had observed and
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| -- basically, all three of us had observed it. I

pointed it out to | and we pretty nmuch had

the same thought. And the statements between us
really wasn't |ike, "Hey, what do you think?" It
was |i ke, "Load up, we need to go."

Bet ween the three of us, that's really
all that was said. And then it's running back into
the barn yelling, "QRF, |oad up. Let's go."

Q. Okay.
A. And that's where the radio transm ssion
started where we're pretty much jumping in, again,

not really a seat order, but by the time | got

there, there was already -- |ike, nost of the doors
were -- pretty nmuch already had people getting into
t hem

Q. Uh- huh.

A. So | junped in the tailgate area; so,
li ke --

Q. | see.

And | ooking at | believe it's Exhibit B,
the overl ook where you marked on the exhibit the
route that the QRF vehicle took to get over to the
AGR buil ding, was that the anticipated route that
you al so used earlier to access the AGR buil ding

when you did your ingress/egress site visit?
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A. The site visit for the ingress/egress was

all inner perimeter.

Q. Okay.

A. We drove the inner perimeter of the entire
structure. The entire -- basically, not the
entire.

0 Sure.

A. So we didn't go out into the parking lots

and things like that. We looked at the internal
areas of we need to get somewhere. So, say there's

a problem with the back of the crowd, how do I get

there?
Q. Okay.
A. So, if there's a problem over towards CAT

team 2, where do I go? If there's a problem
towards Brady Paul, how do I get there?

Q- Uh-huh.

A So we can kind of get a lay of the land.
So if there's a problem with the grandstands, where
other sniper elements were posted, how do we get
there? That was pretty much the gist of it.

We did an outer perimeter check just to

ensure, you know, prior to something going wrong,
okay, does everything look okay? We fixed some

things that weren't to our appearance okay. You
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know, tried to just be proactive.

Q. Uh- huh.

A. But we did not physically travel over to
t he AGR buil di ng.

Q. Okay.

But throughout the day, you know, different

t hi ngs that we were doing setting up, picking
people up from where we were parked and desi gnated
down towards Meridian, we were able to find points
to get down there.

You know, kind of the unfortunate
situation is | wasn't able to just cut a fence in
hal .

Q. It was, | believe you nmentioned earlier, a
chain-link fence; correct?

A. Correct.

Q. So there wouldn't have been the possibility
of the UTV or another vehicle potentially going
t hrough that, for example? There seened to be a
bit more of a direct route than kind of the
butt onhook that you had to take.

A. "1l be honest with you, at |east from what
| have researched, it's very difficult to have a
vehicle directly break through a solid -- or |

don't want to say "a solid" -- but an inner-joined
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chain-link fence. Generally speaking, it is an

entire spool of chain-link. So to have something

drive through it, it will come off the posts --
Q. Uh- huh.
A. -- but it's going to be a giant rubber
band, for lack of a better term It's actually

going to elongate and it's going to create
count er pressure.

So, A, the UTV that we had access to,
not a chance. That won't even ram the gate. The
Chevy Traverse that we had access to, it's not
going to break down the fence. It will destroy the
car before that happens.

The gate, maybe if the lock is weak
enough, its a potential, or the hinges. But | know
that that particular fence was rammed with a brush
guard equi pped Ford Explorer from PSP, and it still
didn't break anything; it just mangled it to the
way that people could crawl through an open fence.

So, realistically, efficiency, no. That
is a horrible barrier for efficiency of
operat or novenents.

Q. And was that something that you would

identify potentially as an issue earlier when you

wer e doi ng your perimeter check?
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A. We actually identified it while we were
observing prior to the candi date com ng onto the
scene, and we requested that the venue personnel
ei ther produce keys or give the perm ssion to cut
| ocks off of fences -- or off of gates -- and we
were pretty nmuch told that we -- "We're not going
to cut the | ocks."

So obviously if we needed an i medi ate
poi nt of egress, we did have bolt cutters. Quite
frankly, it would have taken just as |long or | onger
to, we'll say, defeat the | ock, open the gates, go
to the next outer perimeter fence and do the sane.

But no vehicle would have fit through
the other outer perimeter fence. The gate itself
was about the width of a man door. So, even if |
woul d have broke that chain or that lock in that
fence and opened that gate conpletely, it would
have been, okay, we would have drove over, but then
it still would have been the same thing.

It would have been a 30-, 40-yard sprint
under gunfire facing that potential threat. Again,
presumably Secret Service didn't drop him
conpl etely, but we would be driving the vehicle
directly under an active shooting threat. W would

be driving straight at him which is not exactly
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the best tactic to do.

Q. And who did you request the keys for the
potential |ocked chain fron®?

A. So, when we were working with Trooper
I 2nd were able to get some vice units and
stuff over there, those two guys that kind of came
in, again, once | had some of that information, |
was pretty much telling himthat if you have outer
peri meter guys, we need them here, and we need them
here now.

So, by me giving that information, and
whoever Trooper |l sroke to, it pronpted a
response -- and | apol ogize the way this is going
to sound, but it's just to give you a good visual
-- alittle old lady drove over in a golf cart with
a uni formed corporal, | think, or a sergeant, they
drove over to our location in a golf cart, and then
there was al so a plainclothes trooper of some kind,
a uni formed corporal, and possibly just another
trooper. | don't know what his assignment is, so |
don't have a designation, but a trooper of some
ki nd.

They came over and pretty much was
giving me |like, "What do you really have?" So, |

expl ai ned everything. Again, there were nmultiple
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peopl e that | was keeping an eye

on, and that is

just how my brain works, but pretty nmuch told them

-- because they were there at the sanme time that

the Signal message came in. So they were there at

about a 5:47.

| had an ability to talk to them

conpletely, tell them everything

areas -- nmy people of concern.

| had. Here's ny

need uniforms to

go over there and figure this out. At |east talk

to them at |east detain somebody if it's

necessary, but figure these probl

ems. This guy has

a rangefinder, | have eyes on the other three. The

guy with the rangefinder, that's

That's what's needed to be found.

the priority.

After that conversation -- during that

conversation, that was the gentleman that was in

t he plainclothes on that golf cart, we pretty nmuch

told him 1|ike, hey, | want this |ock gone, and it
was pretty much to the point of kind of like, |
don't really think we can -- | don't think we can
cut the lock. And, again, | understand the back

and forth, we don't want to destroy the venue's

property for just no reason. The other side of it

is -- there was a point there. Sorry. That's how

my brain works.
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So, obviously we can't get perm ssion to
destroy the venue, but he doesn't want to give us
perm ssion to just kind of cut that lock to -- if
his trooper needs to be removed from that post, if
there's something el se that happens and that |ock's
gone, that means that gate is a two-way door at
t hat poi nt.

So, if we get deployed, that trooper
needs to be deployed as well. Let's just say we go
west of the venue. Then anybody el se that gets
into no man's | and has direct access to backstage.

Q. And was that trooper a Pennsylvania State

Police trooper?

A. Yes.

Q And do you remember the name if you --

A Trooper

Q. Trooper - Ckay.

A | don't know if | have a first name, but I

know his last name is | N

Q. OCkay.
BY
Q. Just a few foll ow-up questions.

So, to your know edge, how many command
posts were there that day?

A. Two.
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Two.

A. To
medi cs, the

woul d -- we

my -- well, if you want to include
re may be three. Well, no, that

did see where the medics were at.

sorry. | want to say there's two conmmand posts

t hat emerge

Secret Serv

' m

ncy management was operating out of with

ice and PSP, and there was others with

the Sheriff's Office.

Q. Okay. I's that normal ?

Il -- I want to -- | want to say -- | want

to say no.

Q. Yeah.

A. But | don't do this every day.

Q. Okay.

A. | don't know what the federal agencies or

candi date p
don't know.
specificity

idea to hav

rotection, what is normal to them
| wish I could tell you in
. But, no. Do | believe it's a goo

e nultiple assets outside of each

other's -- you know, this space (indicating)?
Yeah, | don't -- | don't |like that. But --

Q. OCkay.

A. -- it's kind of not nmy game. | can't -

can't dictate to Secret Service what they would

want us to

do.

d
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Q. Yeah. Under st ood.

Do you recall back in 2020 when you
supported the Trunp rally how many command posts
there were?

A. One.
Q. One, okay.

Goi ng back to ops 4. | understand that
I cover ops 4 announces there is a suspicious
male with a rangefinder. At no point on ops 4 did
you hear that there was somebody on the roof,
period? Not sonmebody on the roof with a gun, but

just sonmebody on the roof?

A. Correct.
Q. s that true?
A. Correct.

Q. You guys did your due diligence. You
showed up to that space beforehand, you did your
wal k- arounds, you | ooked at the space. It sounds
like Officer |l who you were in communication
with was there at the wal k-through as you nentioned
earlier, articulated some concerns.

Day of the event, you were nonitoring

the AGR buil ding, many suspicious people, and |
guess nmy question is you articul ated earlier that

just sonmebody with a rangefinder is not enough to
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deploy the QRF. Had you guys been told that, after
all of the monitoring that you've done, that you
know that there's a guy with a rangefinder in that
area, had you been told that there was a man on the
roof, would that have been enough to rise to the
|l evel of a threat to get you guys noving?

A. | guess for specifics, to get us noving?
Maybe to get us maybe closer in case depl oyment was

necessary. That's a possibility. But --

Q. And | understand what --

A. Well, I would -- | would probably have to
defer to -- that would probably be one of the
situations that | would probably ask command - -

Q. Okay.

A. -- to find out as far as an operational

capacity, is it better for me to stand ny post, or
is it feasible to use the authority of our teamto
go deal with someone who we -- | nmean, we all agree
shoul d not be on the roof. Base m ni mum you
potentially have a summary crim nal trespass in our
state.

s it abnormal ? Yes. Should it --
shoul d that person be there? Probably not. But
again, to deploy a SWAT team would mean that there

is some form of i mediate public threat,
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crimnality, that would arise to sonmething better
than | can write you a ticket for that.

Q. Uh- huh. So you woul d say, though, that
dependi ng on the discretion of those in command,
totality of the circunmstances, what you're | ooking
at, that may be enough to rise to the |evel where
they make the decision to deploy the QRF teant

A. Again, my -- my understanding is that you
woul d at | east need -- | would at |east have the --
| would at | east want to have that discussion:
"Does this meet the burden of our tean?”

Q. OCkay. So, not enough for you to make an
i ndependent decision?

A. Because, again, when you |ook at it at face

value -- let's take away all the aftermath of this.
Let's say this is a person that is on the roof.
That person is then taken into custody, and it was,
"I just wanted a better view "

If you deploy a SWAT team to someone
that is doing something that, | mean, we all agree
that has the ability of a crim nal undertone, but
not to the level that | would typically deploy a
SWAT team to handle, "Hey, there's some random dude

on the roof of my business.”

Q. Does the fact that it's a presidenti al

LaGanba Reporting Services
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rally as opposed to a Fourth of July Parade, a
community Fourth of July Parade, change that
analysis at all in your m nd?

A. It can kind of change that, but it also
depends on the Fourth of July Parade.

Q. Yeah.

A. To be honest with you, there's actually --
there are parades | know that ny team has been
involved in that | pretty nmuch have been told that
there is -- the reason we are there is because
there actually is some form of a high propensity of
an issue.

That, | would say that that is as sinmple
as a conplicated question.

Q. Yeah.

A. There are some nuances to that and each
circumstances kind of dictate itself separately.

Q. Under st ood.

Was there anybody from your team that
drew their gun at any time?

A. Well, there's -- | would say specifics
matter to me in that, just because of the way that
| am trained and the way that | am built, draw ng
my gun means that |'mrenoving it froma hol ster or

a position of cover, stow, or security.
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Q. Uh- huh.

A. There was one of our operators that was
able to raise his weapon in the ability and the --
or the anticipation and capabilities of sighting in
on a threat target and discharging that weapon,
yes.

Q. Uh- huh. Okay. And was that officer able
to get a shot off?

A. He was.

Q. And where was he | ocated when that

happened?
A. He was pretty much the same | ocation |I was
explaining in Exhibit B that we were -- all three

of us were staged; so --

Q. Ri ght outside the barn?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. And do you know what happened to
t hat shot?

A. To a certain degree outside the barn.

Yeah. It -- to my understanding, with
me havi ng operational information from being on the
roof, my gut reaction is that | believe if he did
not hit Crooks, | kind of would be surprised, but I
know he at | east effectually in my opinion hit the

weapon.
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Q. Okay.

A. When | expl ained that this weapon system
has a tel escopic buttstock; so, for example, if you
are shoulder to your weapon and you extend that
buttstock all the way out, there is a hole in that
buttstock that allows the buffer to be envel oped
within it.

The back of that buttstock had several
inches of damage. As I'mon the roof, |I'm seeing
| arge pieces of plastic; particularly, one |arge
chunk that is the same material, same polymer, same

I woul d say rounded edge that would be fromthat

buttstock.

Q. Okay.

A. So, obviously, damage to the rifle. All of
t hose conponents are on the roof. It's not like it
was damaged prior to. And depending on the -- how

you | ook at either images or information fromthe
actual shooter, there's potential for plastic
fragments. That would be up to the autopsy to
determ ne whet her or not those plastic fragments
are embedded on his face from anything el se.

Q. And since the event on 13 July, quickly, on
the roof on 13 July, who was it that was able to

detain or put not handcuffs but --
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A. We put zip ties on him

Q. Zip ties.

A. Or zip cuffs, | should say. They are
flexible cuffs, yeah.

Q. Who was able to do that?

A. | believe the person who actually put the
cuffs on him my have been officer -- or Operator
Shaffer from the Washington County team that was
tasked with the QRF.

So, there was | Ovcerator N
fromour team | 2and nyself were the four
first people on the roof. And then Officer |
was al so able to be hoisted up.

Q. OCkay. And since 13 July, how many debriefs

and/or formal interviews have you done about this

event, including on the evening of July 137

A. | should have counted those. Huh? Can
you -- can you restate that question so | know
exactly what |'m counting.

Q. Yes. How many - -

A. s it just --

Q. -- debriefs and how many formal interviews

have you been a part of?
A. As far as debriefs, you mean like --

Q. I nt er nal .
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A. Okay. I nternal, external?

Q. Yeah. And you can kind of wal k us through.
It doesn't have to be an exact number. Just a
general , your experience.

A. So the night of, | actually gave a recorded
interview with the Pennsylvania State Police.
There was two personnel from Pennsylvania State
Police during that statement. At the same tine,
there was a member of the FBI.

That same member of the FBI | had a
follow-up interview with for clarification of
identifications and certain details with the sane
FBI agent. And | believe he was tasked with
someone |ike a detective fromthe All egheny County
Sheriff's Office that was with -- in the vehicle
with himwhen | spoke with him

| should probably have written down
exactly where this other commttee was from
The briefing with the U S. Senate Commttee on
Homel and Security and Governmental Affairs. And, |
don't know, there was a decent amount of people

there on that one, kind of simlar aspects.

| don't know what their titles -- they
told us their titles. " m bad at that; so --
Q. Sir, you've talked to a | ot of people.
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A.

Yeah. There was |ike 13 people. W did a

site wal k-through with them

Who else? | believe we nmet with menmbers
of M ke Kelly's Task Force. | don't remenber.
Q. That' s good.
A. Yeah.
B Veah.
BY I
Q. And then one nmore quick question. When you

were on the roof or any time before the roof, were

you equi pped with a body-worn camera?

A.

Q.

No.

Okay. Was anyone el se who had ascended the

roof with you, do you know if they were equipped

with body-worn cameras?

A.

So, the four officers that went onto the

roof originally, none of those four operators were

equi pped with a canera. | believe Patrol man

I came on with us --

Q. Uh- huh.

A. -- because they knew they were able to |ift
hi m up there; so they helped -- they got himup
there. So B does have a body-worn camera. |

know t hat that video footage is accessible.

Later, there was a menmber of Beaver ESU
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that came up with a medic that had a hel met-worn

canmer a. I want to say the medic m ght have had one
on her hel net. But whet her that was activated or
not, | have no idea. | have not seen any footage

fromthat.

B 'hat's everything from me,

our side.

B V¢ just have some cleanup

gquestions.

B Suic

BY

Q.

You nmentioned earlier getting the messages

| ater that were sent originally. Was that because

you hadn't happened to | ook at your phone for a

little while, or did you notice, |like, cell phone

service

A.

probl ems or delays or anything |like that?

So, luckily for me, | have FirstNet; so |

really didn't have a problem Even when peopl e put

over the air, like, "Hey, cell service is down," |

really didn't have a problemwith cell service that

| determ ned.

Q.
A.

OCkay.

No. MWhat | unfortunately attribute to not

bei ng able to hear that ny cell phone message alert

went off
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Q. Ri ght .

-- is because they were playing songs |ike
introductory of the Lion King and the YMCA, and
because of where | was stationed, it reverberates
off of three buildings; so | get to hear every
noi se three times.

So, yeah, | never heard my phone because
| was inundated with an outdated song.

Q. Right. And FirstNet briefly is?

A. FirstNet is actually a subset of AT&T that
is designed for | believe first responders for cel
t ower usage. It's, from my understandi ng, a

stronger network, but it's a priority network.

So, because |I'm part of | aw enforcement,
it will allow me to have kind of a jump-start on
capabilities of cell tower selection.

Q. Ri ght . Ri ght. And had you heard of or |
guess experienced anything -- | think some people
have used the term "net" or "blanket" -- some kind
of a throttling of cell phone service that day?
Are you famliar with anything Iike that?

A. Agai n, through nmy -- my service provider
no, | didn't. | did not observe that. | know
there are members of my team that were having

probl ems.
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| would say as the |arge group of people
amassed, a |lot of times with that, there's people
-- even though there's two cell towers right there,
unfortunately, in my opinion, | think it's just an

over| oaded cell tower.

Q. Ri ght .
A. Strictly because people are going to be
video -- like live-stream ng things or trying to

gain access to that type of stuff; so it's just an
over| oaded cell tower.
Q. So your observation, it was just an
overl oading of the circuits versus a deliberate
sort of blanket or net on cell phone conmmunication?
A. That | also can't explain thoroughly.

That's outside of my know edge.

Q. Ri ght .
A. It could have been an overl oad of cel
tower, they could have shut down. | don't know how

the Secret Service worKks.

But | do know in 2020 we did have during
the times of the event, or close to, at that time
the sitting president come on-site, a |lot of us
wer e experiencing cell phone issues four years ago.

Q. Ri ght . But you don't know - -

BN o ahead.
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Q. But you don't know what the cause of that

one was either?

A. Not that | would be able to swear or affirm
to you.
BY

Q. Just a quick question. | understand that

you didn't hear your cell phone go off or the
alert. Do you know if other members of your team
that you were in physical proximty to received
those text messages as well or just you?

A. Not to my know edge. | don't believe
Sniper | texted anybody el se those three
statenments.

Q. Ri ght .

A. | think he texted me basically because,
again, we -- we had -- we had communication prior
to where | started using binoculars, and | was,
agai n, observing everything | could to kind of get
a | ayout of where they were in approximation.

Q. Ri ght .

A. But he had sent me pretty much just |ike a
message wavi ng - -

Q. Ri ght .

A. -- way earlier than that. So that was

l'i ke, okay, he knows I'm there. He can obviously
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see that | haven't left that area.

Q. Ri ght .

A. So it's probably why he was texting ne.

Q. Got it. But just to be clear, nobody on
t he other team came -- nobody on your teamin
physical proximty to you came to you and said,
"Hey, you know, he's texting us these pictures," or
anything like that?

A. Well, the pictures came a little bit |ater.
VWhen I texted me that, | made sure that
I 2 B 'c'c aware, these are the
messages | just received fromour team || N

Q. Oh, no. Yeah. Let me make my question
more cl ear.

During that 20-, 30-m nute period when
you didn't see or know that you had gotten these

texts, just for clarity, nobody in your team came

to you and said, "Hey, have you seen these texts
from| 2" !'n other words --

A. No.

Q. -- I"mjust trying to establish that you

had no reason to believe that anybody el se received
a text fromhimat that time?

A. Correct.

B Okay. Got it. Sorry.
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BY I

Q Ac

gquestions.

oupl e of quick follow-up or cleanup

You mentioned seeing a variety of folKks

comng in and out. Did you notice sort of any

folks from

the THS, HSI agents, sort of personnel?

A. Yeah. I mean, yes, | did see a couple of

people. Th

carriers or

Q. Sor
I nvestigati
A. Not

as of this

"1l go loo
me t hat que
able to con

Q. No

Dr onebust er

ey were wearing either insignia or plate
somet hing that said Secret Service.

ry, THS or HSI, Homel and Security

ons.

-- not that | would be able to confirm
time. I mean, that's probably sonmething
k into now but -- in case somebody asks
stion. But, no, not that | would be
firmat this point.
probl em
And the | ast question, you mentioned a

earlier. Was that -- were you speaking

generally about Dronebusters, or were you saying

that there
A. Dur
out for dro

Bl cxpl ai

some formo

was one?

i ng our briefing when the "keep an eye
nes," that was somet hing that Commander
ned that if we see a drone, they have

f technol ogy that can knock them out of
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t he sky.

| was led to believe it is something

t hat uses sonme form of disruption of radi o waves,

not |ike a net being shot out of a cannon.
Q. Kind of a kinetic sort of thing?
A. Yeah. | believe it was something that

di srupts it, and it just basically makes the drone

no | onger receive connection; so it grounds it.

Q. Ri ght . Ri ght . But that's not somet hi

ng

t hat you saw sonmet hing, that was just something

t hat you heard about in this briefing?

A. Yeah. And, | mean, again, you asked nme at

9:30 in the morning when they bring it up, like,

I"m kind of interested to see how that works.
unfortunately, |1 did not have eyes on a drone
day to see how it worked; so --

B hank you.

THE W TNESS: No problem

B hank you very much.
Do you guys have anything else?
I o
B G cat.

Thank you so much. We really appreciate

you com ng in and we appreciate your service,

in terms of your jobs that you do, they are

But ,

t hat

bot h
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incredi bly important, and also voluntarily com ng

to testify in front of the Task Force.

And, you know, we do ask that you keep

t he, you know, the questions and answer you gave

t oday confidential. Obviously, if somebody el se

asks you questions that are simlar, we're not
asking you to not answer those questions.
THE W TNESS: Yeah.

B V¢ re just saying this

conversation, please keep it confidential. But

we

really appreciate your time, and, again, thank you

for com ng

THE W TNESS: No problem  Thank you,

guys.

Again, |I'm horrible with nanes. | f

there's a way | can just kind of write down your

guys' names, and that's just for me --
B Sure. And we can go off
record.
(W tness excused.)
(I'nterview concluded at 3: 34

o'clock p.m)

t he
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CERTI FI CATE

L, 1 do hereby certify
that | have read the foregoing transcript of ny
interview, and it is a true and correct copy of nmy
testi nony, except for the changes, if any, made by
me on the attached Correction Sheet.

(_Dat e)

Not ary Public

( Dat e)
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CERTI FI CATE

I, , do hereby certify
that the interview o was
recorded stenographically by me and then reduced to

typewriting under my direction,

and constitutes a

true record of the testimony given by said wtness,

all to the best of my skill and

ability.

I N W TNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto
Sept ember,

set my hand on this 20th day of
2024.

Reglstereg Merit Reporter
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Majority Errata Sheet for the Transcribed Interview of
dated September 13. 2024

Page | Line | Change

All | Header | CHANGE ‘| o T
pages

147 |6 CHANGE “THS” TO “DHS”
23 16

24 |25

26 |7

26 |14

27 17

37 10

68 |24

87 |23

101 |21

102 |8

108 |22

122 |22

124 |2

139 |10

146 |11




Minority Errata Sheet for the Transcribed Interview of
o0 September 13. 2024

Page | Line | Change

45 12 ADD “of questioning” AFTER “universe”

45 20 CHANGE “duties” TO “role”

45 20 ADD “a” AFTER “is”

60 6 STRIKE “might”

61 10 CHANGE “assuming” TO “assumption”

65 18 CHANGE “it’s” TO “I'm”

72 13 ADD “line” AFTER “question”






