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B  oday is September 12th,
2024, and this is a transcribed interview of |l
|
House Resol ution 1367 directed this Task
Force to investigate the facts and circumstances of
the attenpted assassination of Donald J. Trunp on
July 13th, 2024, in Butler, Pennsylvani a. Pur suant
to House Resolution 1367, Chairman Kelly and
Ranki ng Member Crow have requested this interview
as part of the Task Force investigation.
BY
Q. Can the witness please state their name and
spell their last name for the record.
A I
Q. Thank you, I
M name is |l 2rd | ' ma Senior

Counsel with the Task Force Majority Staff. I want
to thank you for comng in today for this
interview. The Task Force recogni zes and
appreci ates that you are here voluntarily.

You are allowed to have an attorney
present to advise you during this interview. Do
you have an attorney representing you in a personal
capacity present with you today?

A. Yes, sir.

LaGanba Reporting Services
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B VWI!! the Counsel please
identify themselves for the record.

B csr W onare is IR
B Last nanme is spelled I
BY

Q. Is there also an attorney representing the
Zel i enopl e Borough here today?
A. There is not.

B  \ext, starting with Majority
and then Mnority, can the additional staff menbers
pl ease introduce thenselves with their name, title,
and affiliation.

I
Seni or Counsel, Task Force Majority.

]

I nvestigative Counsel, Task Force Mnority.

I BN Task Force
M nority, also Investigative Counsel.

B hank you, all.

BY [
Q. I bcfore we begin, | would like
to go over the ground rules for this interview.

The way this interview will proceed is
as follows: The Majority and Mnority Staff wll

alternate asking you questions, 30 m nutes per side

LaGanba Reporting Services
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per round until each sides is finished their
questioning. The Majority Staff will begin and
proceed for 30 m nutes, and then the Mnority Staff
will have 30 m nutes to ask questions. We will
then alternate back and forth in this manner until
bot h sides have no nmore questions.

Do you understand?

A. Yes.

Q. If either side is in the mddle of a
specific Iine of questions, they may choose to end
a few m nutes past an hour to ensure conpletion of
that specific |line of questioning, including any
pertinent follow-ups. In this interview, while one
member of the staff for each side may | ead the
questioning, additional staff may ask questions.

There is a court reporter taking down
everything | say and everything you say to nmake a
written record of the interview. For the record to
be clear, please wait until the staffer questioning
you finishes each question before you begin your
answer and the staffer will wait until you finish
your response before proceeding to the next
gquesti on.

Further, to ensure the court reporter

can properly record this interview, speak clearly,
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conci sely, and slowly. Also, the court reporter
cannot record non-verbal answers such as noddi ng or
shaki ng your head; so, it's important that you
answer each question with an audi ble, verbal
answer .

Do you understand?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. We want you to answer our questions in the
nmost conpl ete and truthful manner possible; so we
will take our time. If you have any questions or
do not fully understand the question, please |let us
know. We will attempt to clarify, add context to,
or rephrase our questions.

Do you understand?

A. Yes.

Q. I f we ask about specific conversations or
events in the past and you are unable to recall the
exact words or details, you should testify to the
substance of those conversations or events to the
best of your recollection. | f you recall only part
of the conversation or event, you should give us
your best recollection of those events or parts of
conversations that you do recall.

Do you understand?

A. Yes, sir.
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Q. Al t hough you are here voluntarily and we
will not swear you in, you are required pursuant to
18 U.S. Code Section 1001 to answer questions from
Congress truthfully. This also applies to

gquestions posed by congressional staff in an

intervi ew.
Do you understand?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. If at any time you knowi ngly make false

statements, you could be subject to crimnal
prosecution.
Do you understand?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Is there any reason you are unable to
provide testimony at today's interview?

A. No.

Q. Pl ease note that if you wish to assert a
privilege over any statenment today, that assertion
must conply with the Rules of the U S. House of
Represent ati ves. For the Chair to consider
assertions of privilege over testimny or
statements, witnesses or entities must clearly
state the specific privilege being asserted and the
reason for the assertion on or before the schedul ed

date of testinony or appearance.
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Do you understand?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Finally, I would like to note the content
of what we discuss today is confidential. W ask

t hat you do not speak about what we di scuss here
today in this interview to any outside individual
in order to preserve the integrity of the

I nvestigation.

For these same reasons, the marked
exhi bits used today will be provided to the court
reporter so they may go into the official
transcript, and any copies of those exhibits wil
be returned to us when we wrap up.

We plan to take a five-m nute break at
the end of each 30 m nutes of questioning, but if
you need a | onger break or a break before that,
pl ease | et us know, and we are happy to
accommodat e. However, to the extent that there is
a pendi ng question, we would ask that you finish
the question before we take a break.

Do you understand?

A. Yes.

Q. Do you have any other questions before we
begi n?

A. No.

LaGanba Reporting Services
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B 't is now 4:15. The
Majority Staff will now begin its questioning.

BY

Q. B s an initial matter, can you
outlay for us your job description and explain to
us the delineation between the Zelienople Borough
and the Butler Emergency Services Unit.

A. Yeah. W th Butler County ESU, |I'm deputy
commander. | am nunber two under the commander, [}
[ My job description is just sinply to assist
himin any jobs that he's working on or he
del egates to me.

| am empl oyed through Zelienople Police
Department, Zelienople Borough, and I am on Butl er
County ESU t hrough that agency.

Q. Thank you, sir.

On July 13th, in what capacity were you
wor ki ng for, Butler ESU or Zelienople Police
Depart ment ?

A. On July 13th, | was there with Butler
County ESU as the deputy commander.

Q. When did you first |learn about the July
13th event?

A. My initial notification was on July 5th.

Q. And how did you receive that --
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A. | received a --
-- information?

| received a text message from Butl er

County ESU Bravo Squad Leader |G
B | would like to introduce

Majority Exhibit 1 into the record.
(Majority Exhibit No. 1 was marked for
i dentification.)

Q. Do you recogni ze this docunent?

A. Yes, | do.

Q. This document is titled "Butler ESU
Presidential Rally Detail Overview of Planning
Operation.” It lists a time |Iine and maps
summari zing the events of July 13th.

So, on July 5th, you received a text
message that there will be a rally. Can you wal k
us through the next steps after you received that

text message.

A. The next steps -- the next steps
i medi ately after that message that | received
about the rally was it was simply a -- a question

from Squad Leader | of who would be

able to attend an initial rally briefing that was
going to be later held on July 8th.

Q. Uh- huh. And did you attend that meeting?

LaGanba Reporting Services
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A. | did.

Q. Do you recall who was present?

A. Al |l assisting agencies were present at that
meeti ng.

Q. Was the Secret Service at that nmeeting?

A. Yes. They led the meeting.

Q. Do you recall who fromthe Secret Service
| ed that meeting?

A. | do. It was Special Agent [IINGEGEGEGE

Q. And what information was communi cated by
Speci al Agent |l at that meeting?

A. Speci al Agent |l she led the nmeeting.
She -- she started meeting with an | would say
about 15-, 20-m nute Power Poi nt presentation:
basic information, their team information, time
l'ine of events, different equipment, different
assets that they would bring for the day of the
event .

It was different slides to identify
di fferent members throughout the Secret Service and
what their duties and what their responsibilities
woul d be on that day. It was, |ike | said, very
sinple, very brief, maybe 15 m nutes. And from
that briefing, we were then directed to, by her, to

break off into she called them breakout sessions
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with specific roles and responsibilities in
di fferent groups of what our job descriptions were
going to be on the day of the event.

Q. If you recall, do you remenber the
different types of breakout groups that existed?

A. Yeah. Well, mne specifically was | was
supposed to nmeet with Allegheny County SWAT team
Pennsyl vania State Police SWAT -- CERT, |I'm
sorry -- Secret Service Counter Assault Team and
l"m m ssing one here. Yeah. So it was Butler ESU,
Pennsyl vani a CERT, Allegheny County SWAT, and
Secret Service. That's all of them That was ny
group specifically.

Ot hers were broken down into |ike

Pennsyl vania State Police and Butler Township
Police were off in their own separate group having
their own discussion. Emergency Services, EMA
were off in their own group having their own
di scussi on. It was just specialty groups
t hroughout the room

Q. Uh- huh. And what was the purpose of your
specific breakout group?

A. The purpose of my group was, with the
agencies that | identified who were within ny

group, was it was just a very quick, very short

LaGanba Reporting Services
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actually given after that breakout group, and we

can go into that next step here.
Uh- huh.
But that's -- that's how that went.
Q. As a clarifying question, can you explain

what Pennsyl vania State Police CERT means.

A.

Yeah. That's how they identified their

SWAT team Al l egheny County identifies thenself

SVAT.

Pennsyl vania CERT, that's their version of

saying they're a SWAT team  And then just |ike

with Butler County ESU, that's how we identify

as

each -- each agency.

Q. Under st ood.

A. Yeah.

Q. So after that breakout meeting, what --
what did you understand what was being tasked of
you for the July 13th event?

A. From t hat meeting -- well, very
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i mportantly, before | exited that breakout group,
received a piece of paper with a handwritten note
on it with a name of a Secret Service agent that I
was to make contact with, and his name was |}
I and it provided his phone number.

Q. And for what purpose were you receivVving
t hat paper with that nanme?

A. That would come after. | left that
meeti ng. | then met with Special Agent [Jjjj and
then Special Agent |jll: and that's when |
received our Butler County ESU s m ssion for the
day, the day of the event.

Q. What did you understand the Butler County
ESU m ssion to be for July 13th?

A. From that meeting, they asked that we
provide two CAT teams, counter assault teams, siXx
to eight members on each team and then one QRF,
Qui ck Reaction Force, of four to six menbers.

Q. Uh- huh.

A. And it was basically our -- the way it was
expl ained to me from Special Agent Il ard N
was the CAT teans were responsible to mobilize only
in the event that there was going to be an attack
on the venue or on the candidate himself, and ORF

was just to assist those elements as needed if we
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were mobilized.

Q. Under st ood.

And this comunication to you by Speci al
Agent |l and Special Agent |l occurred at the
July 8th in-person neeting; correct?

A. Yes.

Q. Thank you.

B V¢re you the only
representative from Butler ESU at that July 8th
meeting?

THE W TNESS: Yes.

Q. Referring to Majority Exhibit 1, on Page 3
it reads that on July 9th at 12: 03 hours, Conmander
Il rcceived a phone call from USSS Agent I
fromthe Secret Service Counter Assault Unit.

Agent i clarified that he was requesting two
counter assault teanms of at |east six persons for
the rally. The counter assault teans would be

dedi cated solely to the asset in the event of a
coordi nated assault. |l exp! ained that ESU woul d
al so provide a QRF that would respond to a | one
actor or a lone active shooter at the event in
addition to the two counter assault teans.

Were you aware of this phone call the

day after the July 8 in-person meeting where this
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simlar informati on was comuni cated to you?

A. Yes. And | was aware of the phone call. I

can't say exactly when --

Q. Uh- huh.
-- | was aware of it. But Commander [}
did -- did give me that information.

Q. Uh- huh. After that phone call occurred and

you spoke or communicated with Commander [
you understand that your m ssion for July 13th
woul d change at all?

A. At that time, no.

did

Q. Leading up to July 13th, did you attend or

participate in any additional wal k-throughs or
briefings related to the July 13th event?
A. Yes. July 11th at 10:00 hours, we did

wal k-t hrough of the Butler Farm Show.

a

Q. And who was present at the wal k-through of

the Butl er Farm Show?

A. Again, | believe all assist agencies were

there as well.
Q. Uh- huh. Can you descri be what the

wal k-t hrough entailed in terms of where you

travel ed on the Butler Farm Show ground that day.

A. Yeah. We -- initially, we met at the

Paul Lodge, that's off Brady Paul Lane. Like

Br ady
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said, all agencies were there. | woul d describe it
as kind of disorganized, unorganized. Just a |arge
group of agencies from-- menbers from different
agenci es kind of just gathering around just waiting
for some direction.

Commander il and | had a brief
di scussion with Special Agent |l T 2and
B | do believe Commander [jij di d have an
extended discussion with them beyond my initial
di scussion. Of what that was, | don't know.

And, again, fromthere, | just was
advised by |l and Special Agent i that --
about the counter assault teanms and the positioning
of the teanms and, again, what the responsibility
were of the teans.

Q. At the time of that wal k-through, had you
had communications with | BBl il from the Secret
Service who you received contact information about

at that earlier meeting on July 8th?

A. At that time, at the wal k-t hrough - -

Q. Yes.

A. -- at 10: 00? No.

Q. Okay.

A. | will -- later in that day, | received

information from Speci al Agent [jjjj. but that was
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www. | aganbar eporti ng. com (412) 458-0439




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

18

communi cated through i 't was a few hours
after, if that's where you're going.

Q. Yes.

A. Okay.

Q. So, | believe around 1:30 in the afternoon,

on Majority Exhibit 1, there's a tinme stanp
description of 13:23 hours. It reads, Conmmander
I 'rcceived another phone call from SA I
and confirmed nmy understandi ng of the counter
assault team request. Speci al Agent [Jjjij al so asked
if we could assign an operator to his team which
consists of two Secret Service counter assault
operators, to ensure continuity of communications.
I confirmed that we would do so, and we

di scussed how and where our operator would |link up
with the counter assault team arriving with the
mot orcade. || a! so provided SA Jjjjj with the
contact information of our operator, Deputy
Commander | who he woul d be linking up with.

A. Let me see here. Got it. OCkay. I"m-- |

Q. Thank you.
A. Yep.
Q. After that phone call from|jjjj to |} di d

you receive an update on your responsibilities for
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the July 13th event?

A. Yes, sir, | did.

we were -- that was -- we

the initial walk-through,

That was -- at that time,
left the rally site from

we went to Butl er

Township's police station. W were just planning

operations for the day of

the event, and | -- | do

recall Commander [Jjjjij t aki ng that phone call, and

then after the phone cal

, him |l ooking over at nme

and saying, "Hey, you are now assigned with the
counter assault team There will be two menbers,
and they will make contact with you the day of the

event and they expl ai ned

your assignment that day."

Q. Di d Commander [l exp! ain the

communi cati ons element that was di scussed in that

phone call, according to

Maj ority Exhibit 17

A. Yes, he did. Yeah, he told me | would be

-- he briefly explained t

hat | would just be a

direct link from Butler ESU to Secret Service

counter assault.

Q. On the day of Jul

y 13th, there was a | ocal

| aw enforcement meeting at Brady Paul. Looki ng at

Majority Exhibit 1, that

occurred at 9:30 hours.

occurred at July -- that

B con you briefly explain

what "tactical assets" mean.
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A. Tactical assets in our -- our |line of work
is -- that could be a range from indivi dual
operators, police officers. And assets as far as
vehicles we m ght use, any type of equipment we
m ght use, any type of conmmuni cations we m ght use.
That's how | would descri be "assets."

Q. Okay. At 9:30 hours on Majority Exhibit 1,
It reads that the operational plan was changed at
the briefing as Beaver County ESU was able to
supply nmore tactical operators than previously
expected. This resulted in Washington Regi onal
SWAT operators being noved to assist with the QRF
i nstead of Beaver's ESU counter assault team

Did this operational change affect your
responsibilities on July 13th?

A. M ne specifically?

Q. Yes.

A. No, it did not.

Q. At that meeting in the norning at 9:30,
were any concerns raised about the canpaign rally
site or any concerns about the plan for that day?

A. No, there were no concerns. And I -- |
specifically remenber at the end of our -- once the

brief was delivered by | ' forced a

team | eader neeting separate fromthe initia
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briefing to ensure that everybody clearly
understood their job responsibilities and their

m ssi on.

We did that, and, again, it went wthout

gquestion, to the best of my know edge.
Q. Uh- huh. Il would |like to enter another
exhibit into the record. This will be Majority

Exhi bit 2.

(Majority Exhibit No. 2 was marked for

i dentification.)

Q. Do you recogni ze this docunent?

A. Yes, | do.

Q. This document reads, "Butler ESU Donald
Trunmp Detail." Can you describe this docunment f
us and what purpose it served for July 13th.

A. Yeah. This document here is just -- it'
our operational brief for the event, and then it
just sinmply within contains all information, all
job responsibilities, and all m ssions that all
menbers were responsi ble for.

Q. Did you have a role in preparing this
document ?

A. | did not prepare this document, but I
reviewed it prior to it being pushed out to the

entire group, yes.

J.

or

S
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Q. And when was this document dissem nated to
ot her members of Butler ESU and | aw enforcement
entities?

A. It was -- one second here. Can | have a
second here?

Q. Of course.

A. Al right. It's on 7/12/2024 at 23:42
hours, got an e-mail from Commander [l He sent
this (indicating) operational plan to Deputy
Commander | and Team Leader NG

Q. Thank you. On Page 7 of the Majority
Exhi bit 2, Butler ESU Donald J. Trunp Det ai l
Power Poi nt, there's a section that's | abel ed

"Execution."

A. Okay.
Q. And it describes the | ocation of Butler
County ESU counter assault team and QRF team It

| ooks like this (indicating).

B | mshowing the picture.

B Do you want me to give
him m ne?

B  Vcs

B (s casier. It's
nunmber ed.

THE W TNESS: Okay. Yeah. This isn't
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www. | aganbar eporti ng. com (412) 458-0439




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

23

numbered here. All right. | got it.

I  ou can keep this one.

THE W TNESS: Keep it?

B ceh !t's nunbered.

BY
Q. Can you descri be where you were | ocated on
this map.
A. Yeah. If you're | ooking at the map here,
just as you're looking at it, I was directly behind

where the main stage was in the white barn, and
it's the white barn above where it's "BUTLER ESU"
hi ghli ghted in yell ow.

Q. So by right above that barn, do you nmean
behi nd the barn?

A. Directly behind the barn.

Q. Thank you.

And how many operators from Butler ESU

were behind the barn with you on July 13th?

A. Behi nd the barn on July 13th?
Approxi mately, | would say there was 15, 16 Butl er
ESU members behind there.

Q. Is that a combination of the counter
assault team and quick reaction teanf?

A. There was -- it was a m x of the counter

assault teamwith the QRF team m xed within that,
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and then there were also tactical medicine officers
in and about that area al so. Probably 3, 4, maybe
5. That's separate fromthat 16 nunber | gave you.

Q. Uh- huh. And what was your responsibility
with that group that day?

A. My responsibility with that group that day
was just to stand by with them Again, in case
there was sone type of an attack or sone type of
coordi nated attack or event on the venue itself, we
were, again, to mobilize.

| knew that a -- that a specific -- that
at a certain time during that day of the event, |
was going to break off fromthat group, and | had a
separate job description. I woul d have a separate

job description at that time.

From the 11: 00 hour until that time, we
just gathered around, remained in our equipment, in
our gear. We went over different contingencies and

different responsibilities we m ght have if certain
t hi ngs woul d happen, and that's comon what we do
when we stand by.

Q. Uh- huh. And you nmentioned you woul d break
off fromthat group at a time during the day and
pursue anot her responsibility. Can you descri be

that for us.
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A.
I
wi ||
cell
wher e
mot or

Q.
into
respo

A.
mysel
t hat
pl ace

stron

Yeah. Again, | was directed by Commander
t hat Special Agent CAT Team Leader | N
contact me that day by my cell -- using nmy
phone, and at that time, he would instruct nme

to position nyself in relation to where the
cade was going to enter the rally site.

Uh- huh. Upon the entering of the nmotorcade
the campaign rally site, what would -- what
nsibilities would you assune?

My initial instructions were to position
f between the main stage and the hol ding tent
they were going to bring the candi date --

t he candi date into, and he very -- he

gly suggested that he wanted me out of sight.

He wanted me out of view of the nmotorcade.

pl ace
tent,
Q.
made
13t h?
A.
Q.
Servi

A.

And then once the notorcade was in
, once the candi date was inside the hol ding
he would then make contact with me in person.
Okay. Do you recall about what time you

first contact with the Secret Service on July

Wth Special Agent N

Secret Service. Any official from Secret
ce.

| had contact after the 11:00 hour with
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Special Agent T She did report to the -- to
the barn behind the main stage where the CAT team
was positioned, and | don't -- | don't truly
under st and what she was doing other than maybe j ust

getting her eyes on, you know, what assets were in

pl ace, where everybody was. | did not talk to her,
but | did have -- | did visually see her.

As far as conmmunication with -- with
special -- the Secret Service, | -- | received a

phone call from Special Agent | 2t 16: 19
hour s.

Q. What did you understand Special Agent i} s
role to be that day?

A. He was the | ead operator for their counter
assault team which was a counter assault team of
two Secret Service agents.

Q. Did you expect that there would be nore
Secret Service counter assault agents there?

A. | guess -- expected anything? | -- no.

Q. OCkay. Referring to Majority Exhibit 1, at
approximately 17: 32 hours, the notorcade arrived at
the Butler Farm Show grounds. Approximately ten
m nutes after that time, 17:42:58 hours, Beaver ESU
SO 'rcrorted that there was a younger white

mal e, long hair, lurking around the AGR buil ding.
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He was viewed with a rangefinder sighting the
stage, and he believed that he was | ooking up at
the S/O units inside the second fl oor.

B | ost sight of the male after he
wal ked around the side of the building, and al so
reported that there was a bicycle with a | arge
backpack sitting next to it near the rear of the
buil di ng that was not there earlier?

Do you recall hearing the report from
Beaver ESU S/O |} that there was this individual
at all on the radios?

A. Yes, sir, | did hear it on the channel I
was on.

Q. Were you in proximty to Secret Service at
that time?

A. | was not.

Q. Do you recall being in proximty with
Secret Service while there were reports of
suspi cious individuals being radi oed over

communi cations for that day?

A. WIIl you ask me -- ask me that again,
pl ease.
Q. Of course. Do you recall being in

proximty of Secret Service simultaneously while

hearing reports of suspicious individuals at the
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rally grounds that day?

A. Yes.

Q. Do you recall when you were in proximty
with Secret Service?

A. My first contact with Secret Service was at
17:52 hours.

Q. And was that in person or was that over the
radi o?

A. No. That's when | was physically met by
Speci al Agent . and he positioned me inside a
bl ack SUV in the motorcade. It was in between
the -- the main stage and the barn.

Q. And what was the purpose of that
positioning?

A. Again, he -- 1 think he wanted to keep me
out of sight. They put nme in the rear of the SUV.
The two special agents that were assigned to the
CAT team were still working something outside of
the vehicle inside the tent.

So |l did remain in the vehicle by nyself
for a period of time, and then at -- at one point,
both agents did enter the SUV. All three of us
were inside the arnmored vehicle.

Q. Do you recall discussing this suspicious

i ndividual with Special Agent J~?
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A. Not in great detail. But I -- we had a
di scussion of -- overview of the events of the day
and how the day was goi ng.
| did -- | did communicate to them that
there were -- there was some activity outside of

the rally site, outside of the perimeter, and |

informed them that |ocal -- local police, state
police and sheriffs, were working that -- currently
wor ki ng that -- that issue.

Q. Do you recall about what time you had that

communi cati on?

A. It was about the -- that -- that 17:52 hour
that we initially met. | -- there wasn't so much
of a delay of me communicating to them what was
goi ng on for the day.

Q. Uh- huh. So, around that time, 17:52, that
you're in contact with Special Agent [jjj; you were
advi sed to nove your |ocation to inside the
vehicle; correct?

A. Yes.

Q. And did you remain in that vehicle through
the time that shots were fired?

A. No. | -- 1 was outside of the vehicle
behind the main stage in a holding tent at the

time when shots were fired.
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Q. And what was the purpose of your nmove
| ocation then?

A. That was just our position to just to be in
a more efficient, better |ocation to react in case
of an attack. And like | said, again, it was
directly behind the -- the main stage.

Q. Were you advised to nmove your |ocation from
the vehicle to that | ocation near the stage?

A. Yes. | was told to exit. Special Agent
Il and ] both exited the vehicle, and I was to
go with them and | did.

Q. Did they explain what purpose of your
movement ?

A. As | just stated, it was just to position
ourselves to re- -- to have a better position to
react in case of an attack.

Q. Okay. Do you recall about what time that

occurred?

A. What time we noved?
Q. Yeah.
A. | don't.

_: VWhat were the names of

the other Secret Service agents on the CAT tean?
THE W TNESS: It was Special Agent |

Il and then Special Agent i !’ m not sure what
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his first name was. His last name was i}

B V4s it just those two
i ndi vi dual s?

THE W TNESS: Yes.

B V¢ re approaching time for
the Majority's first round of questioning, and |I'm
going to go off the record.

(Di scussion was held off the record.)

BY

Q. Woul d you m nd just wal king us through your
background and career, just giving a little bit of
a background.

A. Yeah. Background, 17 years in |aw
enforcement total. 13 full-time years currently
with the Zelienople Borough Police Departnent. I
was a patrol man for many years. | have been a -- |
was a sergeant for 5 years. |*ve been a |ieutenant
for 3 months. And | have been on the Butler County
ESU team for 8 years now, and | had started as an
operator, | was a squad | eader, and then I, in ny
nmost recent role, as a deputy commander.

Q. Congratul ati ons on your promotion to
| i eutenant three months ago.

A. Thank you.

Q. Do you have any prior mlitary experience?
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A | do. Mari ne Cor ps.

Q Mari ne Corps. How many years?

A. Al most si x.

Q And what did you for the Marines?

A | did two separate MOSs. | did some notor
transport stuff and then some infantry, heavy
weapons-type stuff.

Q. And were you ever deployed?

A. Yes. | was in Ilraq in 2005; "05 to 'O06. I
was in Fallujah, Iraq.

Q. Fallujah in "05-'"06. Thank you for your
service.

A. Thank you.

Q. What is the adm nistrative process to go
from your |ieutenant position to your position as
the PD conmander for Butler ESU? 1Is it an e-mail
that is sent? |Is there a specific TACON OPCON
shift? |Is there kind of a process that you have to
follow to be fulfilling those shoes opposed to your
current ones?

A. Can you ask nme that differently? You kind
of lost me right in the beginning.

Q. No. Absolutely.

Is there a specific process that needs

to happen every time you go from your |ieutenant
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shoes to your deputy commander shoes, or is it just
an e-mail request, your police station approves it,
and then you're operating as deputy commander of
But | er ESU?

A. I"mtrying to understand your question. To
make it make sense, maybe, the best way to put it
is I"malways |ieutenant with Zelienople Police

Depart ment .

Q. Uh- huh.

A. ' m al ways a deputy commander with Butler
County ESU.

Q. Okay.

A. There's no, like, off time for either.

Does that make sense?

Q. That makes conpl ete sense.
A. Okay.
Q. So when you were operating with one, Butler

ESU, do you have to get approval to be able to do

that, or do you -- is there a systenf?
A. I"min a position within my police
departnment where I -- | amthe one to authorize the

perm ssion to do it.
Q. Okay.
A. There's two other menbers in my police

department that are under me that have to go
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t hrough me to request perm ssion for trainings,

different jobs that we do, stuff |ike that.

But I -- 1, frommy police chief, | nmake
my own deci sions on where | go and what | do. | do
communi cate -- | do communicate with him where I'm
at, what |'m doing, though, at all times.

Q. Okay. Makes sense.
Have you had any experience worKking
other rallies before the 13 July?
A. One, in 2020.
Q. And what was your role at that rally?
A. My role at that tinme was the same. | was

t he deputy commander.

Q. Do you have experience with other security
detail s?

A. No.

Q. What is your experience |ike coordinating

with PSP or other federal agencies?
A. |*ve worked with PSP my entire | aw
enf orcement career through trainings, through

on-the-job experiences.

As far as federal agencies, | do have
experience working with them It's -- | would say
it's imted conmpared to the Pennsylvania State
Pol i ce. I've worked with FBI, the DEA, Secr et
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Service, Attorney General's Office. |*ve done a
| ot of work with them O not a |ot of work with

federal agencies, but some.

Q. Some?
A. Yeah.
Q. Okay. So, turning to the planning of the

13 July event, when Butler ESU says, hey, we're
standing up for an event, we need some support from
Washi ngton, from Beaver, whoever it m ght be, who
is generally the point of contact for coordinating
all of that support?

W th Butler ESU?

For Butl er ESU.

Commander IIEENE-
I ©

Yes.

o r 0 > O »

So is that process that | BBl scnds an
e-mail, does he have to go through anybody, or does
he just reach out commander to commander and say,
we need X support?

A. Wel |, he reached out to his two assistant
commanders and then our team | eaders, and then
knowi ng that we needed additional support from two

ot her SWAT teans, he had to go above him and

that -- that was | NG He's the Butl er
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911 coordinator for Butler County. So he couldn't
just make that request on his own.

Q. Okay.

A. So --

Q. So I s the individual that
coordi nates the various entities supporting Butler
ESU? He's the one that's --

A. He was the one -- he's the one that has the
authority to sort of request the other teams to
assi st us.

Q. Okay. Do you know, did the U. S. Secret
Service know that that authority rested with |l
I

A. I don't know.

Q. Okay. Now, in the op plan provided by
Butler, it does say that the radi os are provided by
county EMA. \What is EMA?

A. Just our energency services group for the
county, and they provide, just as it says, the
radi os and different types of equi pment.

Q. And is I -2 so involved with
county EMA?

A. He is the lead rep for EMA

Q. He is? Okay.

Did you or anyone el se have to go
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t hrough a vetting process to be able to support at
a presidential rally?

A. No.

Q. Did you have i nput on what your role was
going to be for the rally?

A. Yes.

Q. Did at any point the U S. Secret Service
ask how many nmembers of Butler ESU were avail abl e
for the July 13th rally?

A. Yes. | was asked nore than once, and ny
answer was the same both times. | said,

"Approxi mately 25 members."
Q. And how many members of Butler ESU were

offered at the end of the day for the rally?

A. How many were there that day?
Q. Yes.
A. | don't have a final nunber, Commander [l

woul d, but it was definitely that 25 nunber.
Q. Okay.
A. M ni mum
Q. 25 m ni mun?
A. Yes.
Q. How does that compare to the number of
i ndi vi dual s deployed for Trump's 2020 visit that

you wor ked?
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A. From what | remember, we had |less in 2020.
Q. | understand that you were there for the
July 8 meeting. | think I"mclear on that.

So, moving to the July 11 wal k-t hrough
at Butler farm do you recall whether the
partici pants wal ked around fences to di scuss any
vul nerabilities or had conversations that
anticipated any security changes?
A. During the wal k-through, we broke off into
different groups. What the other groups did, |

don't know. | - -

Q. OCkay.

A. My group went to the -- to the barn behind
the main stage. That's -- that's all | did.

Q. Okay. So there was -- with your group,

there was no wal k-through of the entire farm it
was just straight to the barn for planning?

A. It wasn't straight to the barn, but it was
to -- it was to a location -- | was with a group of
guys that we were | ooking for positions for the two
counter assault teanms, and then we -- we noted one
position for the -- for the Beaver County teamthat
was by the main entrance, and then the other
counter assault team which was Butler ESU, which

was behind the main stage in the barn.
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Q. Okay. During your time during that July
11t h wal k-t hrough, did you have any security
concerns?

A. | had a | ot of concerns, but | -- that's

normal for ne.

Q. Did you communi cate those concerns with
anyone?
A. | did, yeah. | -- 1 specifically remember

asking about the water tower, and | was just told

it was covered. And that's kind of outside of ny

area of responsibility. |*'m not a sniper, |'m not
a sniper team | eader, I'"'mnot -- | don't have
sni per know edge, so | just -- | leave that up to

them to make that plan.

Q. Who -- when you communi cated that, do you
remenmber what -- who you communi cated that to?
A. | do. It was Butler County ESU sniper |l

[ ] He wor ks for Butler Township.
Q. Did you have any security concerns with

where the perimeter was set?

A. | did. Yes, | did. It was specifically in
the area of the -- there was two -- two fence
lines, and then, of course, the -- the AGR buil ding

and the water tower beyond that fence |line, beyond

the perinmeter --
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Q. Uh- huh.

A. -- and, again, | was told that Pennsylvania
State Police and Butler Township Police would be in
t hat area.

Q. Who told you that?

A. That was Special Agent [N

Q. Did you talk to Special Agent i or any
ot her Secret Service about why the decision was
made to | eave AGR outside of the perimeter?

A. No. We didn't -- | didn't go into great
detail about it.

Q. Do you know, what type of events are
typically held at Butler Farn?

A. "' m not going to have a great answer
because |1've never been there prior to that. Sonme
of the guys on the team | ove going there. | don't
-- |1 think it's like animals and stuff. | don't
know.

Q. Fair. Fair.

Okay. Moving to the op plan, Majority
Exhibit 2. Do you know, did the Secret Service at
all prior to the event sign off on this op plan?

A. Sign off? | don't believe they did.

Q. So, turning to Page 4 of Majority Exhibit

2, this lays out what Butler County ESU was tasked
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with. You've wal ked through what a counter assault
teamis and how many teams you had and where they
were | ocated.

Do you -- can you give us an exanpl e of
when a counter assault team would be depl oyed.

A. "Il give you the exanmple for that day
specifically. Our counter assault teans were to
deploy their -- their words were nmobilize in the
event that there was an attack on the venue site or

on the candi dat e.

Q. What sort of an attack would have to
happen?
A. | believe the way it's understood for us,

it could be |like a |lone-wol f-type actor or a --

sonmet hing coordi nated between multiple -- nmultiple
peopl e.
Q. Okay. So, please correct me if |I'"m wrong,

but my understanding is that the OQRF would go for
the lone wolf and the counter assault would go for

the more coordi nated --

A Yes.

Q. -- attack; is that correct?

A Yep, correct.

Q. It does mention that the counter assault
teams are dedicated and will not deviate fromtheir
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m ssion, but potentially the QRF team could deviate
fromtheir m ssion. Do you know why t hat
di stinction was made?

A. The way | -- the way -- the easiest way for
me to explain the QRF team vyou said it exactly,
they're just -- they're flexible. They're there to
assist all -- all teams needed for -- for -- |
mean, that could be anything for just additional
operators, additional equipment, communications.
That's their -- the QRF teamis always fl exible.
It's not one specific m ssion.

Q. OCkay. Now, as you nentioned earlier, this
op plan was finalized and sent out on 12 Septenber
[sic]. Bet ween this docunment that we're | ooking at
and what happened during the brief on the norning
of 13 July, what changes were made to the op plan
from 12 July to the morning of 13 July?

A. The only changes that | recall were, it was
stated earlier, that we -- Beaver ESU provided a
few additi onal operators, and we were just able to
pl ace them with the second counter assault team by
the -- by the main entrance.

And what that did, that freed up a
coupl e of the operators from Washi ngton that were

there to come help with the QRF back behind the
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mai n st age.

Q. Okay.

A. Real ly what it did was strengthen our --
our m ssion plan for the day.

Q. Do you know why, if additional bodies were
avai | abl e, why the decision wasn't made to send
them over to the AGR building? Were you part of
any di scussion about the possibilities for what to
do with those additional bodies?

A. No.

Q. Okay. Did anyone from Butler ESU talk
about -- and either at the 9 a.m briefing or at a
separate briefing -- the fact that U.S. Secret
Service was going to have countersni pers at the
event ?

A. | had no discussions related to that, no.

Q. Do you know fromthis, the Butler ESU op
plan, it does refer to the teanms as countersniper

teams. Do you know why it's "countersniper"” as

opposed to just "sniper"?

A. No.

Q Okay.

A. No.

Q Okay. Did you -- were you aware that there

was going to be nmultiple command posts on 13 July?
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A. No.

Q. When did you find out that there were
mul ti ple command posts?

A. The morni ng of.

Q. Morning of. And in your experience, both
your | ong career as |aw enforcement as well as your
mlitary experience, would it be normal to have two
command posts during an operation?

A. That's not normal operating procedures.

Q. Have you ever been part of an operation,
either in mlitary experience or |aw enforcement,
where there were two beyond this one?

A. No.

Q. And in the 2020 rally, do you know, was

there one command post or two command posts?

A. There was one. I was in it.

Q. What time did you arrive at the rally site?
A. The day of the event?

Q. Yes.

A. 8: 30. 08: 30.

Q. How -- are you aware of Butler ESU offering

the Secret Service any support the morning of July
13th -- or the day of July 13th | should say --
whet her that be equi pment, offensive or defensive?

A. | know they were offered communication,

LaGanba Reporting Services
www. | aganbar eporti ng. com (412) 458-0439



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

45

radi os.

Q.
A.

Were they offered any drone equi pment?

| believe they were. The specifics, |

don't have them But | do remenmber we nmade nmenti on

of it because we -- we've had our own -- we've used

drones ourselves for other operations.

Q.

Okay. So, the day of July -- the day of

the event on July 13th, did you have a radio?

A.

t hrough
Q.
A.
Q.
A.

Q.

Yes.

How did you receive your radio?

It's a radio that's been issued to me
the county for years.

Okay. What channel were you on?

| was on police operations 4 that day.
I's that commonly referred to as "ops 4"?

Ops 4, yes.

Were you listening to any other channels

t hroughout the day?

A.

Q.

use text

o > 0 »

| was not.

I n your communi cations that day, did you
messages at all?

Yes.

Who were you messagi ng?

Ot her Butler ESU menbers.

Did you use signal?
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A. | didn't send any messages that day, but |
received a few.

Q. Did you use e-mail at all?

A. | don't recall using e-mail for anything.

Q. Do you have FirstNet?

A. | do not.

Q. At any point on July 13th, did you see any

drones?
A. | did not.
Q. Do you recall where you were between 3:50

and 4 p.m?

A. 3:50 and 4 p.m?

Q. Uh- huh.

A. | was at the barn.

Q. Now, turning attention to kind of the tinme

l'ine of when Secret Service and you connect ed.
So, at 17:52, that was the first tinme

t hat you connected in person with Secret Service,
you were there with Special Agent JJjij and i} is
t hat correct?

A. Yes.

Q. And so at 17:52, you let them know t hat
there was a suspicious person off-site near the AGR
buil ding and | ocal police had it handl ed?

A. Yes. That, and then all the events of the
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day. That wasn't the only --

Q. Okay.

-- information | gave them | started from
t he begi nning of the day up until then, and just
gave them a brief overview of all the different
j obs we were working throughout the day.

Q. Okay. Was there anything else notable that
you |l et the Secret Service know about in that
conversation?

A. No.

Q. And then at that point, at about 17:52,

t hey asked you to get in the SUV, and so you were
in the SUV and they wal ked back into the tent?

A. Yes.

Q. About how | ong was the time frame when you
were in the SUV and not co-located with then? An
approximation is --

A. Approxi mately five m nutes.

Q. Five m nutes?

So approximately three m nutes before
18: 00, they get back in the car, and then at what
poi nt do you all |eave the car to go to the tent?
Approximation is fine.
A. Approxi mately another few m nutes went by,

three to five mnutes, fromthere.
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Q. Okay. And while you were all in the car
together, did you have any di scussions about this
suspi ci ous person?

A. Again, | just gave them a brief overview of
what was going on for the day. | gave them just --
l'i ke | said, just very, very briefly described to
t hem what was goi ng on.

Q. And at that time, were you still listening
to the ops 4 channel ?

A. Ops 4, yes.

Q. Okay. At any time throughout the day, were

you not listening to ops 47
A. | had ops 4 all day.
Q. All day. So how does that work as a | aw

enforcement officer if you're having a
conversation? Your portable radio is there,
constant communi cation. Are you just very good at
mul titasking?

A. We're wired to. We pick it up. W
could -- yes.

Q. Okay. So -- but you can hear what's com ng
t hrough the radio all the time?

A. Yes.

Q. And you just pick it up and respond if

necessary?
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A. Yes.

Q. Okay. So, prior -- this is going to sound
like a little bit of a silly question considering
your background and mlitary experience -- but
prior to the rally, what did a rangefinder mean to
you?

A. The first thing that pops into nmy head,
archery hunters use them

Q. Woul d hearing that someone had a

rangefinder alert you to a threat?

A. | noted it when I heard it. It --

Q. Okay.

A. -- made an inpression on me.

Q. It made an inpression. Wuld that rise to

the |l evel where the QRF would have been depl oyed?
Li ke, at what |evel would the QRF to go after a
| one individual occur?

A. That -- just the report of a rangefinder
does not depl oy our QRF team

Q. OCkay.

A. That would -- that -- the responsibility
would lie on local uniformed officers within and
outside the perimeter. That would not nobilize our
ORF team

Q. Okay. What woul d an exanmpl e be of
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somet hing that would create a situation in which it

was appropriate to deploy the QRF teant

A. Specifically that day, their -- their
m ssion was to -- to move in the event of a | one
wol f. That's how it was described to them

Q. Uh- huh.

A. And then they were also tasked to, by the

Secret Service, if any aerial drones were in or
about the perimeter, non-friendly drones, that they
woul d be killed. That's the term nology they used.
When they drop out of the sky, the QRF woul d be
responsi ble to respond to that |ocation and recover
them That was it for that day.

Q. OCkay. Do you under -- do you know why -- |
assume chain of command, it would have been
Commander |l t hat would make the decision of when
to deploy the QRF team or were they given the
aut hority to make that decision on their own?

A. No. They would receive that through
Commander N

Q. Okay. And at any point after 17:52 when
you were co-located with the Secret Service, did
you have any discussions as to why Former President
Trunp -- whether or not he was going to be on stage

knowi ng there was a suspicious person? Did you
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ever discuss that, or were those not di scussions

t hat --

A. It was never nmentioned.

Q. Uh- huh. So, you were behind the main stage
when you heard shots fired. What was the -- was

t here anything that was notable to you between
17:52 and shots fired that we haven't asked you
about ?

A. The only additional information |I would say
is fromwhere | was placed in the tent, at the tinme
of shots fired -- just prior to that, | noticed
that the two special agents, Jjjij and i} were --
they were paying attention to their radi os too.

don't know what they heard.

Li ke, they didn't -- they couldn't hear
what | was hearing, but they were -- their
denmeanors, their body, they were -- they were

payi ng attention to what was com ng through. So

they were getting something. I don't know what it
was.

Q. Okay.

A. Just like | was getting something al so,

they don't know what it was.
Q. Okay. So, when you heard shots fired, can

you wal k us through what happened after that point.
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A. Yeah. Shots fired for us, it was the two
agents, me behind them The exit to the tent was
on the opposite side of the agents. We imedi ately
responded directly to the stage, and just as
di scussed prior to us even being in that position,

I knew as soon as | stepped outside of the tent was
going to be the red catwal k that would | ead us up
to the main stage.

| was told fromthe time |I was in the
SUV that | was to pair up with Special Agent [ i n
the event that we had to move, and the three of us
exited the tent. Speci al Agent Jjjj and | went |eft
behind the main stage in the bleachers. W came
around to the right side to the steps before
getting up on stage, and then the other agent came
around the opposite way. And that's just a
tactical nove that we discussed that we would do

just for protection of the candi date and the detail

menbers.

And | -- shortly after | made it up on
stage with the other two agents, | took a knee at
the back right corner of the stage. It was

communi cated to me through ops 4 that the threat
was taken care of. | comunicated that verbally to

a group of agents that were on top of the
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candi date, and then | was told to get down off of
the stage.
And then at that time, | just basically

cl eared and prepared the evacuation route, which I
knew that was ny job description prior to even
depl oying. That's what my job was for that day.

Q. So, once you got off stage, you cleared and
prepared the evacuation route, what happened?

A. | had -- | positioned nyself between the
stage and the motorcade. We waited for the
candi date's detail to move himfromthe stage into
the nmotorcade, the arnored vehicles. And then from
there, we left.

Q. About how |l ong was that from when shots
fired to in the notorcade?

A. Two, three m nutes.

Q. So, you got into the notorcade and went
with President Trump's detail?

A. Yes.

Q. OCkay. Can you just walk us through kind of
your experience once you were in the notorcade.

A. Yeah. Again, | was in the backseat of an
armored SUV. Special Agent |Jjjj was driving,
Speci al Agent Jjjjij was in the front passenger seat,

and we were the vehicle directly behind the
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candi date, and we just provided security fromthe

rally site to Butler Memorial Hospital.

Q. What were your actions on the car ride?
A. | just sat in the backseat and --
Q. Were you talking on ops 4 at all, were you

arrangi ng, or were you just letting ops --
A. | -- 1 didn't make any communication until

| got to Butler Menorial Hospital.

Q. Okay. What did you communi cate at that
poi nt ?
A. Once | was at Butler Menorial Hospital, |

was directed by Special Agent | and then a
Pennsyl vania State Police -- one of the team
| eaders, | don't know his name -- |et me back up
here.
| had -- Special Agent Jjjjj told me that

-- he said -- he asked me to deploy the CAT teamto
the hospital, and that was to support Pennsyl vani a
State Police in a perimeter, and they also -- the
hel i copter pad, they needed security set up around
that too just as an additional option to evacuate.

Q. And so what CAT team arrived? |t was the
But | er CAT teant

A. Yes. CAT team one.

Q. CAT team one that was positioned behind the
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stage --

A. Yes.

Q -- during the rally?

A Uh- huh.

Q From the hospital, what were -- where did
you go?

A. From the hospital, we went to Pittsburgh

I nternational Airport.

Q. Okay. And at what point did you separate
from his detail?

A. | have 23:09 hours.

Q. So, was the stated intent to have you co-
| ocated there so you could kind of be the Iliaison
bet ween Butler ESU and Secret Service in an event
l'i ke something |ike this happeni ng?

A. It was exactly the reason | was positioned
with them It was just to assist in communicating
with evacuating the candi date and his detail in
case there was an attack. It was -- it was
ironically the exact mssion | was given

Q. And when was that m ssion, that exact
m ssion, comunicated to you?

A. Initially, it was given to me by Commander
Il or the wal k-through day briefly, and then it

was reinforced and nmade very, very clear to me that
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that was my job whenever | was in the SUV with i}
and il at 17:52 hours.

That's when Special Agent [Jjjjj was very
specific on what my job was if something was to
happen.

B Okay.  Wwell, it's
almost my time, so we will go off the record.

(Recess was taken.)

B V¢ can go back on the
record.

BY

Q. B | understand that during the
pl anni ng phase after the meeting on July 8th with
Secret Service, | understand that you reached out
to Beaver County ESU for assistance; is that
accurate?

A. Yes.

Q. Whom did you contact?

A. | tal ked with Commander | 2and
Assi stant Commander |

Q. Did you reach out to any other tactical

teanms to request assistance followi ng the neeting?

A. | did not.
Q. What did you request of |} 2nd
I
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A.

wi th

Q.

| just asked them for additional support
oper at ors.

At that point, were the specific

responsibilities of those operators made clear?

A.

Q.

No.

Was that informed by anything that Secret

Service specifically told you it needed or a

general direction that they needed CAT teans?

A.

Yeah, | didn't give them any specific

i nformati on. | just asked them specifically for

additional operators. That's all.

Q.

Returning to the Secret Service, as best

you can recall, did they give you anything al ong

the lines of a manpower request for assets from

But | er ESU?

A.

No. Back -- let me back up.

Whenever | was asked to provide the CAT

teans, they did say six to eight ESU nenbers for

each

Q.

team  That was the only specific, | guess.

I n your experience, would something |like a

manpower request fromthe Secret Service |ook |ike

a process involving a sheet of paper with a |ist of

assets, or is it that meeting where they tell you

what

A.

t hey need?

From my experience, it was just a verbal
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request.

Q. Now, onto the briefing that you mentioned
on July 13. You nentioned after that briefing, you
forced a team | ead meeting?

A. Yes.

Q. Who attended that?

A. All the team | eaders within the room It
was Butler ESU, Washington County, and Beaver ESU.
Al'l our team | eaders.

Q. Is it fair to say that was an orientation
meeting for their responsibilities for the day?

A. It was just a final meeting to -- to force
each -- each -- each group to just |et us know that
t hey understood exactly what was asked of them and
if they had any additional questions, that was the
time to ask it.

BY

Q. Goi ng back to communi cations that day.

Your responsibility with the Secret Service was to
serve as a type of liaison between the Secret
Service and Butler ESU; correct?

A. Yes.

Q. Did you understand that |liaison role to be
with any other entities other than Butler ESU and

Secret Service?
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A. No.

Q. As your role as a liaison there between
Secret Service and Butler ESU, were you
communi cating information that the Secret Service
was providing you to Butler ESU?

A. No.

Q. Did you comuni cate on July 13th with
Secret Service in any form of communication other
t han through the use of a phone?

A. | received the two phone calls from Speci al
Agent JJJilF That was it.

Q. OCkay. Did you receive any text nessages

from Speci al Agent R~

A. No text messages, no.
Q. Did you receive any signal messages
between -- from Special Agent R~
A. No.
Q. OCkay. You nmentioned your role as a liaison

bet ween Secret Service and Butler ESU.  Were you
awar e of any other |ocal |aw enforcement entities
that had a liaison-type role such as yourself with
the Secret Service?

A. No.

Q. In those calls with Special Agent Jjjij. were

you using your work phone or your personal phone?
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A. Personal phone.

Q. Can you describe the |ocal command post for
us. | understand that there were Butler ESU
personnel in the |ocal command post; is that

accurate?

A. The only description | could give you of
t he command post was after | returned that night.
| was not in that command post once during the
entire rally.

Q. Did you have any contact with the Secret
Service command post after you engaged with Secret
Service when they arrived with the notorcade?

A. None.

Q. Do you recall any communications on radio
ops 4 that were discussing removing the candi date
fromthe stage?

A. None.

Q. At what point during the day of July 13th
were you relieved of your duties for Butler ESU and
your role as |liaison for the Secret Service and
But | er ESU?

A. | was released at 03:30 hours.

Q. And after -- | understand that candi date --
Former President Trunp, you know, he had |eft

sonmeti me before then. Did you return to the
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canpaign rally site after Former President Trunp
departed fromthe airport?

A. Yeah. | -- | departed the Pittsburgh
I nternational Airport at 23:09 and I arrived back
at the rally site at approximtely m dnight.

Q. Can you descri be what happened at the time

that you returned to the canpaign rally site.

A. Specifically, I -- 1 went to ny work
vehi cl e. | -- 1 dropped off all nmy gear
reorgani zed sonme of ny gear, and then | -- | joined

Commander [l and Deputy Commander | i t he

command post.

Q. And that command post was the | ocal conmand
post; correct?

A. For Butler, yes.

Q. Were there any other individuals there at
that time?

A. There were. There were people in and out.

Butl er ESU nmembers were getting interviewed by FBI,

State Police. There was a | ot going on. It was
active.
Q. Uh- huh. Do you recall anyone other than

| ocal | aw enforcenment that was at the | ocal command
post during that time? Was anyone brought there

for questioning by the FBI or the Pennsylvania
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State Police that wasn't a local |aw enforcement
entity?

A. Not that |'m aware of.

Q. All right. After July 13, have you
participated in any interviews with the FBI or

Secret Service?

A. | was interviewed briefly by two female
agents shortly after | returned to the rally site.
But it was just | -- it was very brief. It was

just my name, who | was with, and nmy title, |
bel i eve. It was very, very quick

Q. After that interaction, you've had no
further interviews with the FBI?

A. No. | -- oh, | had an interview with the

Pennsyl vania State Police and the FBI at a | ater

time.
Q. Any interviews with the Secret Service?
A. None.
Q. Can you descri be Butler ESU s, you know,

relationship with the Pennsylvania State Police
during that day, the exchange of their roles and
responsibilities.

A. From my understanding is we had two
separate assignments, two separate m ssions.

Pennsyl vania State Police, separate fromthe
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transportation notorcade from everything was --
their job was, it was told to us, that they were to
handl e all civil disturbances, and that they were
responsi ble for perimeter, and that was it.
B  Uh- huh.
BY I
Q. B | wuld like to return again
to the beginning of the day during the tinme of the
briefings --
B O July 13th.
Q. On July 13th. Did you have a meeting with

anyone in Secret Service before you posted for the

event ?
A. No.
Q. Are you aware of any meeting between Secret

Service and any | ocal |aw enforcement body that
day?

A. No.

Q. And moving on from the point of the day
when there were briefings, did -- and to the
gquestions earlier about communications offered to
Secret Service, do you know who offered those
addi ti onal means of communi cation to Secret
Service?

A. It was -- | believe it was Team Leader
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B Sniper Team Leader - And he was in

communi cation with somebody fromthe Secret
Servi ce. | can't remember his nane.

Q. Do you know whether this offer was accepted
or declined?

A. At the time |I didn't know it. Later | was
told it was declined.

Q. And to make sure |I'm covering all my bases,
did anyone speak with or explain for you at any
poi nt on what comunications would | ook Iike with

the Secret Service for anyone besi des yoursel f?

A. No.
BY
Q. | know that you'd mentioned the water tower

earlier as a source of concern.

A. (Wtness nods).

Q. And you were told that it was covered. Do
you recall who told you that the water tower was
covered?

A. Yeah. It was Officer | N TN He was
with the Butler County ESU s sniper team and al so
with Butler Township Police.

Q. Did you hear reports of any suspicious
activity around the water tower at any point on

July 13th?
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A. No, | didn't receive any.
Q. Did you have any other areas of concern for
the July 13th canpaign rally site?
A. Ot her than |1've already stated?
Yes.
No.
B V¢ can go off the record.
(Di scussion was held off the record.)
BY
Q. B  f you wouldn't mind just one
qui ck point of clarification.
To your know edge, the individual from
Butl er ESU that made the offer to the Secret
Service for radios was Officer N~
A. | believe it was Officer | VYes.
Q. Do you know of anyone else that made an
of fer of radios that day?

A. Commander -.

Q. Commander i di d make an offer --
A. Yes.

Q. -- as well?

A. Yes.

Q. So Officer |l to the snipers made the
of fer, Commander N Do you know who that offer

was made to? Or, I'msorry, the counter snipers
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but --

A. | don't know who specifically, but I know
that it was somebody that was within the command
post with the Secret Service.

Q. And would you m nd just articulating
exactly what Special Agent [jjjj told you was your
m ssion once you connected with him

A. He -- he told me the reason | was there was
to communi cate between him the Secret Service, and
then my command with Commander | from Butler
ESU. And what he needed fromnme was to -- in the
event that there was any type of an attack on the
candi date, it was my responsibility to communicate
t hrough Butler ESU, coordinating with the Secret
Service using a CAT team to evacuate the rally site
and the candidate fromthe rally site.

Q. Woul d you mnd turning to Page 17 in
Majority Exhibit 2. This is the command and
control for the event on the 13th. Could you
pl ease just walk me through who these individuals
are and exactly what their roles for that day were.

A. Al'l right. So -- okay. So you got the
Butl er Police OPS 4, that was our channel. Overal
command was Lieutenant | lll. That's Pennsyl vania

State Police.
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Q. What does that mean, "overall conmand"?

A. Overall command is, the way | understand

it, was that was Pennsylvania State Police, they

had the majority of that jurisdiction of that Farm
Show. So that the jurisdictional command went to
t he Pennsylvania State Police, and Lieutenant
I \as designated as that -- that -- with that
role and that responsibility.

Q. Okay. So, by "overall conmmand,"” it means

jurisdictional -- they have jurisdiction over

But with the day-to-day decisions, if the QRF

needed to be deployed, if the CAT team was going to

be depl oyed - -

A. No.

Q. -- he would not have nmade -- been in that
command?

A. No, he would not.

Q. Was he in any way, shape, or forma I|liaison

bet ween Butl er ESU and the Secret Service?
A. Never that | was aware of, no.

Q. Basically just had command over the

it.

jurisdiction. So was the idea that you were going

to keep him appraised of everything going on,
was he the point of contact if there were any

i ssues in that --

or
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A. From my understandi ng, he -- Lieutenant
I 2nd the Pennsylvania State Police, their
role was they were to handle any and all civil
di sturbances within that venue and surrounding the
venue. That was their jurisdiction and that was
their responsibility.

As far as conmunicating with Butler ESU
or asking us to move or nobilize, that would have
never came from Lieutenant [N

Q. Under st ood. Okay. Sorry. Pl ease
conti nue.

A. Yeah. So Butler Township, Lieutenant
I <202in, they had -- Pennsylvania State
Police and Butler Township, |I'm sure you already
heard this, had shared jurisdiction over the rally
site. It's split somehow, some way, and Butler
Townshi p, from what | understand, was to provide I
don't want to say just traffic control, but their
roles and responsibilities were traffic posts
surroundi ng the venue site, the rally site.

Q. Okay.

A. Sergeant |l what his job was that day,
I can't tell you. Same with Sergeant | N !
don't know either one of them | didn't see either

one of them that day.
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So Team 400 Command: |jjjjj. that C-1,
that's Charlie 1, he is the conmander of Butler
ESU. And then underneath, you have "Tac Op." --
that's tac operational command -- |l C-2. and
then it goes down to Deputy | A rha Squad
Leader | 2d Bravo Squad Leader |
I

Q. Okay. Thank you

So ny guess on Tac Op. conmmand is that

you were basically second over both the QRF and the

counter assault teanf

A. Yes.

Q. s that correct?

A. Yes.

Q. So when you left to meet up with the Secret

Service at approximately 17:54, who took that role?
A. Squad Leaders -- Al pha Squad Leader |l
I 2nd then Bravo Squad Leader |

Q. Under st ood. Thank you.
Now, nmoving on to just generally kind of
what are your reflections of the event. Since it's

happened on the 13th, what have you been thinking?

A. Si nce?
Q. Uh- huh.
A. Well, a |lot. Li ke, there hasn't been too
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much of a break fromit all. It seems like | can't
go more than two days wi thout having to tal k about

it.

Q. Uh- huh.
A. There's a | ot of questions that still
haven't been answered that | feel, |ike, we have

the answers to. That's frustrating. And --

Q. What ki nds of questions?

A. Just communi cation questions and who was
responsi bl e for what. It just -- my opinion, |
mean, we've had those answers fromthe -- fromthe
day of the event. For some reason that hasn't been
communi cated to anybody else. That's why we're
here. | understand that.

I s there --
You know what? Before | get to the
final questions, |I'mgoing to turn it over to ny

col |l eague and any questions that you have.

B Veah.

BY I

Q. Just a few, like, quick-hitters. It wil
be pretty mcro, but I want to fill in some gaps
that | have.

So, you said you did the 2020 event and

you were in the Secret Service command post; is
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that right?

A. Yes.

Q. How many people were in there for that?
Estimate is fine.

A. A dozen

Q. Okay. Were there Secret Service |eadership

represented there?

A. Yes.

Q. Fol ks who would reach out to the detail?

A. Yes.

Q. Local | aw enforcenment was there?

A. Yes.

Q. People listening to | ocal |aw enforcenent
radi o?

A. Yes.

Q. If I were to make sort of an equation
bet ween that command post, if it were kind of

applied as a tenplate to this event, there would be
someone |listening to ops 3?

Yes.

Ops 47

Yes.

Secret Service?

Yes.

o> 0 » 0 »

So if someone says, "Ops 3, someone's on
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the roof," that person who is at that command post
listening to ops 3 kind of can turn around and say,

"Hey, Secret Service, someone's on the roof;"

right?
A. Yes.
Q. You can kind of have that coordination?

A. (Wtness nods).

Q. I n your experience -- and is that a yes?
Sorry.
A. Yes.

Q. Okay. My apol ogi es.

And in your experience as a | aw
enforcement officer and the mlitary, that's why
uni fied command is so important?

A. Yes.

Q. How woul d you conpare the Secret Service
approach to that event versus this event?

A. There's al nost no conparison. Very, very

little was asked of us in 2020. They had

everything covered, and it was -- it was just very
obvi ous by the -- by the equi pment and the manpower
that they -- that they brought for that event.
There was -- there was no conpari son.

Q. Much nmore organi zed?

A. Much more organi zed.
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Q. Mor e squared away?
A. Yes.
Q. | want to shift a bit. | told you I

be a little more whack-a-nole here. But, you
in your role as a lieutenant in Zeliapoli
(phonetic)?

A. Zel i enopl e.

Q. Zelienople. We will get there -- and
deputy commander at Butler, you see a | ot of
fol ks --

Let me ask you this. For operator
often do you guys have to buy your own gear o

your personal money?

A. Al most al ways.

Q. Okay.

A. Yeah.

Q. So that means buying your own weapons

pl atforns?

A. We buy our own weapons, Yyes.

Q. So, are you reimbursed for that?

A. No.

Q. Okay. Does that -- have you ever had

i ssue, either in the Zelienople or your Butle
side, where, you know, somebody maybe wants t

sni per, an operator, can't afford to pay for

wi ||

know,

s, how

ut of

any
r
0o be a

t hat
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and, therefore, doesn't volunteer for that duty?
A. |'"m sure it's happened, yeah. I"m sure it
prevented a few.
Q. Under st ood.

I|*"mgoing to shift a little bit forward
to this -- the discussion with Patrol man |l and
the water tower and AGR, is that all fromthat July
11th morni ng meeting?

A. The wal k-t hrough, yes.

Q. OCkay.
A. Yeah.
Q. Can you just expound a little. So who is
he -- are you --
First of all, were you there when he

expresses concern about the AGR security area?

A. | was not there when he expressed any
concern for AGR. | can't talk about that. But
| -- you want me to tal k about the conversation |
had wi th hin?

Q. Is that where you're getting it, from him
sayi ng he had these conversations? Like, how do
you know that he expressed concern about the area
around AGR?

A. " m not saying I -- | expressed concern --

there was a group of us. | was off to the side
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talking to Officer |IEEIN

Q. Okay.

A. | said, "Who has the water tower?" or --
how | said it, | said, "Who has the water tower?"
or "Who's going to be in the water tower?"
assum ng that's going to be covered. He goes to
me, he goes, "That's covered.” |[|I'mlike, "Okay."

And then he went on briefly to explain
that it was going to be covered by uniformed

officers and patrol units.

Q. From whi ch agency?
A. He didn't say specifically.
Q. Did you understand or you were just, |ike,

you understood soneone has it?

A. Just stayed in nmy lane and | let himdo --
do the job.
Q. Okay. So he said says, someone has the

wat er tower ?

A. Yeah.

Q. What about security around the AGR
peri meter that --

A. | was told that that was going to be
covered by the Pennsylvania State Police and the
Butl er County Sheriffs.

Q. Who said that?
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B told me that.

Same time, at that 11th meeting?

> o >

Same conversati on.

Q. So basically -- and did you bring up that
concern or he brought up that concern?

A. | brought up the concern of the fence |ines
and where the perimeter was, and | was just assured
it was covered by uniformed officers.

Q. Okay. So pretty much your conduit for all
i nformati on about who's covering AGR, water tower,
that whole area, is from |l saying, it's
covered, don't worry?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. Do you now have any idea where he

got that information front

A. | know - -
Q. | don't want you to guess.
A. "' m not guessing. I know prior to that

wal k-t hrough, he already visited that area with

ot her officers and ESU members from -- and they --

they did a wal k-t hrough. | knew a wal k-t hrough of

t hat area was al ready conducted prior to that day.
Q. So presumably you're thinking at some point

someone has told himthat area's covered, good to

go?
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A. Yes.

Q. That kind of | eaves your m nd at that point
because he had said that?

A. Absol utely. Yes.

Q. July 13th, you have the meeting in the
morning. | cave the brief?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. And you have a separate neeting
afterwards with all the team | eaders. That's
sni pers, CAT, QRF, all of the team | eaders; right?

A. All the team | eaders and including tactical
medi ci ne too.

Q. Okay. And you said the point was to force

each group to kind of understand their role?

A. It's a tactic that |I've always -- well,
that |1've used for a very long time specifically,
and it -- it's a way for me to cover an officer

i nvol ved that would | ater say that he didn't
understand his role or responsibility.

So | force that -- that additional and
final face to face |ike, "Hey, do you understand
what your job is and what you're supposed to do?"
And that's -- that's why | use that tactic.

Q. Got it. Because it seens |ike you very

pur posefully used the "force" word. That's based
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on prior experience or is it based on reflections
or things fromthis event?

A. It's just -- no, that's -- that's just
something |'ve used just from my prior experience
of m scommuni cation in the past.

Q. Under st ood.

My col |l eague asked you about the radios
offered to Secret Service by | . they didn't
take them Do you know when that happened?

A. | believe it was the morning of.

Q. Mor ni ng of the 13th?

A. Yes.

Q. Do you know why that happened, why Secr et
Service didn't take them? Again, |'m not asking
you to speculate. Just if you know, | to!d
you. That kind of thing.

A. Why? | know -- | know they had it in a
brief. | don't know if that was shared with you.
Give me a sec.

Q. For what it's worth, on that same question
is about the il you know, when that meeting

happened, why they didn't take it.

A. This -- | have a copy of the Secret Service
sni per team -- or however they identify
themsel ves -- shared a -- their operational brief
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with | B J) and it -- -- it says right here, and

this is their -- their document, it says, sniper

teams will be issued Butler County radios.
I | msorry.  For the

record, what is this documen
THE W TNESS: Thi
operati onal
I
-k

ESU?

pl an from Secr et

document sent to Butler
THE W TNESS: | t

know when

I

don't

probl em you or your counse
picture of that? W can app
as an exhibit now.
B That
[
Exhi bit A.
B Yeah.
[
record for a moment.

BN O

(Di scussi on was h

t?
s a copy of the

Servi ce Sniper

And when was this

was e-mail ed. | just

can -- is there any
have with us taking a

end this to the record

makes sense.

That woul d be M nority

Let's go off the
he record at 17:50.
eld off

the record.)

To menorialize on the
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record, a discussion was had. We are no |onger
going to have a Mnority Exhibit A

The docunment that is currently being
di scussed is a Secret Service docunment that was
sent to Butler ESU it | ooks like on 7/12. W don't
have a time stamp for it. And in that document
fromthe United States Secret Service, it indicates
that part of their |ogistical plan included radios
from Beaver County.

THE W TNESS: Butl er County. Does it

say Butler? It should say Butler.

[ It should say Butler.
BN Cxcuse me.  Sniper

teams will be issued a Butler County radio.
Any ot her information that you would
li ke to put on the record, Lieutenant?

B Of the record for a

second.

I Off the record.

(Di scussion was held off the record.)

B Okay. This is IR
I sreaking on behalf of the officer. There
was a discussion of material that was provided to
Butler ESU from Secret Service, an actual Secret

Service document referencing that radi os would be
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provided to the Secret Service by Butler.

There was sonme di scussion off the record

from-- or there was sonme di scussion about
providing this particular information. | indicated
that | would consult with the primary attorney,
which is | I 'ho is presently here,
bef ore we would provide that information. But I'm
not ruling out providing that information, | just

have to consult with the primary attorney in the

case.
BY
Q. All right. So let's -- let me quickly ask

you about the radi os, and unless your counsel's
obj ection, you can reference the document.

B s that fine for these

guestions?
B B Ve

Q. Do you have a notion of why Secret Service
didn't take |l vr on the offer of the radios?

A. No.

Q. Okay. And you also mentioned Commander
Il offered them the radios, and you said it was
at the USS Secret Service command post. Do you
know when that offer happened?

A. It was -- it was in the morning of the --
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t he nmorning of the event on the 13th.

Q. Do you know why they turned down those
radi os?

A. No, | don't know.

Q. To your know edge, was Secret Service ever

listening in to any |ocal radio?

A. No.

Q. Do you know if they had the capability on
their equipment to listen in to |ocal radio?

A. No.

Q. As in you don't know or they did not have

t hat capability?

A. | don't know.
Q. OCkay. I want to talk about this period
where you're in an SUV. | think these are -- this

is my |last, sort of, question.

So the period when you were in the SUV
bet ween 17:52 to like 17:57, 18:00 -- is that about
ri ght when you're in the SUV?

A. Yes.

Q. At that point, you have heard the reports
on ops 4 about kind of a suspicious individual
around the AGR conmpl ex?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. And you're discussing that -- when
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Il and ] come back into the SUV, you kind of
brief them hey, this is what's going on?

A. Yes. But | -- again, | started from events
of the entire day, which was medical issues we had,
ot her suspicious reports we had, we had a m ssing

child at some point prior to that.

| just -- | gave them a brief overview
on the events of the day up until that point.
Q. Got it. Because is it fair to say at that

poi nt --

I Do you have something?
I  ust to clarify, you

gave this to them prior to getting into the SUV?
That conversation happened prior to you getting in
t he SUV?

THE W TNESS: No. That conversation
happened when |I was in the rear of the SUV, they
were in the front. Yes.

B Rioht.  Thank you. My
apol ogi es.

THE W TNESS: No, you're fine.

BY I
Q. And is it fair to say at this point, prior
to 18: 00, you don't have know edge that Crooks is

on the roof?
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| have no knowl edge.

You do have know edge he had a rangefi nder?

> o >

Yes.

Q. And at this point, you just sort of, hey,
this is a suspicious, strange thing, one of many
t hat day?

A. Yes.

B  C<ay. | don't think I
have anything else. Thank you, Lieutenant.
B O<ay.
BY

Q. Do you have any reconmmendati ons novi ng
forward to make sure that something |like this never
happens agai n?

A. Uni fied command, sinply.

Q. Any ot her recommendati ons?

A. (Wtness shook head).

Q. Any ot her reflections that you would |iKke
to share?

A. No.

B Okay. Thank you for
your time today.
THE W TNESS: You're wel cone.

BN Vejority, do you have

any questions?
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B o further questions for the
Majority.

BN V¢ can go off the

record. Thank you.
(W tness excused.)
(I'nterview concluded at 5:57

o'clock p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

., 1 do hereby certify
that | have read the foregoing transcript of ny
interview, and it is a true and correct copy of nmy
testi nony, except for the changes, if any, made by
me on the attached Correction Sheet.

(_Dat e)

Not ary Public

( Dat e)
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CERTI FI CATE

I, , do hereby certify
that the interview o was recorded
stenographically by me and then reduced to

typewriting under my direction,

and constitutes a

true record of the testinmony given by said wtness,

all to the best of my skill and

ability.

I N W TNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto
Sept ember,

set my hand on this 20th day of
2024.

Reglstereg Merit Reporter
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[None noted]
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Page Line Change

32 16 CHANGE “PD” TO “Deputy”

32 23 STRIKE “no”

35 18 ADD “?” AFTER “email” AND “anybody”






