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1                :  We are now on the record.
  
2     Today is Friday, September 13, 2024, and this is a
  
3     transcribed interview of Butler County Public
  
4     Safety Technology Specialist, .  House
  
5     Resolution 1367 directed this Task Force to
  
6     investigate the facts and circumstances of the
  
7     attempted assassination of Donald J. Trump on July
  
8     13, 2024 in Butler, Pennsylvania.
  
9                Pursuant to House Resolution 1367,
  

10     Chairman Kelly and Ranking Member Crow have
  

11     requested this interview as part of the Task
  

12     Force's investigation.
  

13     BY :
  

14        Q.   Can the witness please state their name and
  

15     spell their last name for the record.
  

16        A.   
  

17        Q.   Thank you, .  My name is 
  

18     , and I'm a Senior Counsel with the Majority
  

19     on the Task Force.  I want to thank you for coming
  

20     in today for this interview and making the time.
  

21     We recognize that you're here voluntarily.  You're
  

22     allowed to have an attorney present to advise you
  

23     during this interview.
  

24                Do you have an attorney representing you
  

25     in a personal capacity today?
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1        A.   No.
  
2                :  All right.  Next, starting
  
3     with the Majority and then the Minority, can the
  
4     additional Staff Members please introduce
  
5     themselves with their name, title, and affiliation.
  
6                :  , Senior
  
7     Professional Staff Member, Task Force Majority.
  
8                :  ,
  
9     Investigative Counsel for the Minority.
  

10                :  , Legislative
  

11     Attorney with the Congressional Research Service
  

12     supporting the Task Force.
  

13                :  Thank you, all.
  

14     BY :
  

15        Q.   , before we begin, I would like to
  

16     just go over the ground rules for this interview.
  

17     The way the interview will proceed as follows:  The
  

18     Majority and the Minority Staff will alternate
  

19     asking you questions, 30 minutes per side per round
  

20     until each side is finished with their questioning.
  

21                The Majority Staff will begin, will
  

22     proceed for 30 minutes, and then the Minority Staff
  

23     will also have 30 minutes to ask you questions.
  

24     We'll then alternate back and forth in this manner
  

25     until both sides have no more questions.  If either
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1     side is in the middle of a specific line of
  
2     questions, they may choose to end a few minutes
  
3     past the 30 minutes to ensure completion of their
  
4     specific line of questioning, including any
  
5     followups they may have.
  
6                In this interview, while one member of
  
7     the Staff for each side may lead the questioning,
  
8     additional Staff may ask questions from time to
  
9     time.  There is a court reporter taking down
  

10     everything I say and everything that you say to
  

11     make a written record of the interview.
  

12                For the record to be clear, please wait
  

13     until the Staff Member questioning you has finished
  

14     each question before you begin your answer, and the
  

15     Staff Member will wait until you finish your
  

16     response before proceeding to the next question.
  

17                Further, to ensure that the court
  

18     reporter can properly record this interview, please
  

19     speak clearly, concisely, and slowly.  The court
  

20     reporter cannot record nonverbal answers such as
  

21     nodding or shaking your head, so it's important
  

22     that you answer each question with an audible
  

23     verbal answer; do you understand?
  

24        A.   Yes.
  

25        Q.   We want you to answer our questions in the
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1     most complete and truthful manner possible, so we
  
2     will take our time.  If you have any questions or
  
3     do not fully understand the question, please let us
  
4     know, and we will attempt to clarify, add context
  
5     to, or rephrase our questions; do you understand?
  
6        A.   Yes.
  
7        Q.   If we ask about specific conversations or
  
8     events in the past and you're unable to recall the
  
9     exact words or details, you should testify to the
  

10     substance of those conversations or events to the
  

11     best of your recollection.
  

12                If you recall only a part of a
  

13     conversation or event, you should give us your best
  

14     recollection of those events or parts of
  

15     conversations that you do recall; do you
  

16     understand?
  

17        A.   Yes.
  

18        Q.   And although you are here voluntarily and
  

19     we will not swear you in -- you are not under oath
  

20     -- you are required pursuant to 18 USC 1001 to
  

21     answer questions from Congress truthfully.  This
  

22     also applies to questions posed by Congressional
  

23     Staff in an interview; do you understand?
  

24        A.   Yes.
  

25        Q.   If at any time you knowing make false
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1     statements, you could be subject to criminal
  
2     prosecution; do you understand?
  
3        A.   Yes.
  
4        Q.   Is there any reason you are unable to
  
5     provide truthful testimony in today's interview?
  
6        A.   No.
  
7        Q.   Please note that if you wish to assert a
  
8     privilege over any statement today, that assertion
  
9     must apply to the rules of the U.S. House of
  

10     Representatives.  For the Chair to consider
  

11     assertions of privilege over testimony or
  

12     statements, witnesses or entities must clearly
  

13     state the specific privilege being asserted and the
  

14     reason for the assertion on or before the scheduled
  

15     date of testimony or appearance; do you understand?
  

16        A.   Yes.
  

17        Q.   Finally, I'd like to note that the content
  

18     of what we discuss here today is confidential.  We
  

19     ask that you not speak about what we discuss here
  

20     today in this interview to any outside individual
  

21     in order to preserve the integrity of this
  

22     investigation.
  

23                For these same reasons, the marked
  

24     exhibits used today will be provided to the court
  

25     reporter so that they may go in the official
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1     transcript, and any copies of those exhibits will
  
2     be returned to us when we wrap up.
  
3                We'll plan to take a five-minute break
  
4     at the end of each 30 minutes of questioning.  But
  
5     if you need a longer break or a break before that,
  
6     sir, please let us know and we'll be happy to
  
7     accommodate you.  However, to the extent that
  
8     there's a pending question, we would just ask that
  
9     you finish answering before we take the break; do
  

10     you understand?
  

11        A.   Yes.
  

12        Q.   Okay.  Do you have any other questions,
  

13     sir, before we begin?
  

14        A.   No.
  

15                :  Okay.  The time is now 3:42
  

16     p.m., and Majority Staff will now begin its
  

17     questioning.
  

18                         EXAMINATION
  

19     BY :
  

20        Q.   How long have you been an employee of the
  

21     Butler County Emergency Management?
  

22        A.   Thirty-three years.  I was a dispatcher
  

23     supervisor for 27.  I became the public safety
  

24     technology specialist 6 years ago.
  

25        Q.   Okay.  And just separately for the record,
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1     can you please just state your current role with
  
2     Butler County.
  
3        A.   Public safety technology specialist.
  
4        Q.   What are your job responsibilities in that
  
5     role?
  
6        A.   I maintain the CAD System for the 911
  
7     Center; I do all the GIS work for the 911 Center;
  
8     and I maintain the radio system.
  
9        Q.   Can you please, for the record, just
  

10     explain what the CAD System and the GIS System are
  

11     and what they do.
  

12        A.   The CAD is the Computer-Aided Dispatch for
  

13     the 911 Center.  So I maintain all those records.
  

14     The GIS is the Geological Information System that
  

15     our system runs off of.  I maintain all the maps
  

16     and do all the uploads and maintain that.  The
  

17     radios, I maintain all of the 2400-user radios we
  

18     have, and just updates and stuff like that.
  

19        Q.   So you ensure maintenance with all pieces
  

20     of technology that you just mentioned?
  

21        A.   No.  IT does that.  I just make sure that
  

22     the information is correct.  You know, the CAD, I
  

23     don't fix it.  I'm not the IT person.  I'm not
  

24     going to go and fix the computer.  I just make sure
  

25     the data is correct.
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1        Q.   Does Butler have a separate IT group, sir?
  
2        A.   They do.
  
3        Q.   Okay.  So they are responsible for the
  
4     maintenance --
  
5        A.   Yes.
  
6        Q.   -- and keeping items up to date.
  
7        A.   Yes.
  
8        Q.   Okay; thank you.  Let's move to advanced
  
9     planning, sir.  So before July 13.
  

10        A.   Yes.
  

11        Q.   So when did you first learn that Former
  

12     President Trump was coming to Butler?
  

13        A.   We were notified -- our office was
  

14     notified, I believe, Friday of the pending meeting
  

15     on Monday in Allegheny County with the Secret
  

16     Service.
  

17        Q.   Just for purposes of the record, sir, if I
  

18     show you just a calendar of July 2024 --
  

19        A.   So it would have been -- let me see, when
  

20     was the 13th?  So we were notified -- I was
  

21     notified or found out about it on the 5th.  And
  

22     then I believe the first meeting that we had, all
  

23     the groups were together with Allegheny County 911
  

24     Center was Monday the 8th.
  

25        Q.   Okay.  Thank you, sir.
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1                :  And just to be clear, you
  
2     were at that meeting?
  
3                :  Yes.
  
4     BY :
  
5        Q.   Sir, how did you learn of it?
  
6        A.   What, the event?
  
7        Q.   That the former president -- yes -- was
  
8     coming to Butler.
  
9        A.   Actually, a couple people notified our
  

10     office that it was on his web page.
  

11        Q.   Who were those individuals that notified
  

12     your office?
  

13        A.   I believe it was just somebody local from
  

14     one of the fire companies that just had seen it and
  

15     asked us about it.  And that was the first -- we
  

16     actually heard about it on Wednesday.  Then I
  

17     believe that  -- Director  was
  

18     officially notified on Friday about the Monday
  

19     meeting.
  

20        Q.   Did somebody specifically ask you, sir, to
  

21     work the rally, or how did that come about?
  

22        A.   That just came from our office.  All the
  

23     department people in the 911 Center or in the EOC
  

24     side of it.
  

25        Q.   Did you have a supervisor or anyone that
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1     said, you know --
  
2        A.   Director .
  
3        Q.   Asked you?
  
4        A.   Yes.
  
5        Q.   Okay, sir.  Were you involved in any
  
6     advanced planning for visit prior to July 13?
  
7        A.   Down at the meeting, we all -- there was
  
8     four of us that attended from -- five of us in
  
9     attendance in the EMA office.  We went down and
  

10     attended the meeting.  It was just more of an
  

11     informational where they just said, "Okay, EMA go
  

12     with this group."  "Tactical people go with this
  

13     group.  "Fire and EMS go with that group."
  

14                They just kind of gave us a heads-up.
  

15     They didn't really have a lot of information.  They
  

16     brought up a Google map to show us the area.  It's
  

17     like, "Well, we're all familiar with it.  You guys
  

18     are the ones that aren't familiar with it."
  

19                So it was -- we were there maybe an
  

20     hour, and then we left from that meeting.  Then we
  

21     were supposed to reconvene and have a walkthrough
  

22     on Tuesday.
  

23        Q.   Thank you, sir, and we'll get back to all
  

24     those details.  So for purposes of clarity for the
  

25     record, can you please just clarify who is "they"
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1     when you were mentioning.
  
2        A.   For -- that went down to the -- with our
  
3     group, the EMA?  There was Director ; and
  
4     then , the Deputy Director; our
  
5     HAZMAT guy, ; and our EMA Planner, 
  
6     ; and then myself.
  
7        Q.   Who was holding this meeting?
  
8        A.   The Secret Service.
  
9        Q.   Who was present at this meeting beyond the
  

10     Secret Service and EMA?
  

11        A.   There was Allegheny County.  There was
  

12     local law enforcement.  There was Lt.  from
  

13     Butler Township Police.  There was two
  

14     representatives from the Butler County ESU.  There
  

15     was state police representatives.  There was
  

16     probably 50 people at the meeting.
  

17        Q.   And who split you up and which group were
  

18     you put into?
  

19        A.   .  I believe she was the one
  

20     that just said, "Okay, anybody with EMA go to this
  

21     group."  And then they just kind of went over the
  

22     layout of it, what they thought was going to
  

23     happen.  There really wasn't a lot that transpired.
  

24        Q.   Who is ?
  

25        A.   She was with the Secret Service.  She was
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1     Service indicate that they would follow up with
  
2     more concrete details after that date?
  
3        A.   Yes.  There was a scheduled meeting the
  
4     next day.  There was a walk-around.  I believe it
  
5     was at 10:00 at the actual farm show facility.
  
6        Q.   And for purposes of clarity, that would be
  
7     July 9th there was a walkthrough?
  
8        A.   Correct.
  
9        Q.   Was that the first walkthrough you
  

10     participated in?
  

11        A.   Yes.
  

12        Q.   Did you work with Secret Service personnel
  

13     or members of other law enforcement during this
  

14     advanced planning stage?
  

15        A.   I did not work with the Secret Service at
  

16     all.  The ESU, Butler ESU, I helped them with there
  

17     -- I did their maps.  All the maps that were
  

18     created were all done by our office -- my office.
  

19     And as far as the Secret Service, I didn't directly
  

20     deal with them.
  

21        Q.   You did the Butler ESU maps, sir?
  

22        A.   I did -- well, the maps that were floating
  

23     around the thing, I created all those.
  

24        Q.   Okay, sir.  Now, can you walk us through
  

25     just a timeline of advanced planning?  Did you have
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1     any advanced planning meetings or anything else?
  
2        A.   As far as the 911 Center, the emergency
  
3     services, we had a meeting on Wednesday, just a
  
4     staff meeting, just to kind of go over who was
  
5     going to do what.  I was put in charge of the
  
6     county's Command Post, and that would have been on
  
7     the -- I believe probably the 10th, the Wednesday.
  
8        Q.   Wednesday the 10th.
  
9        A.   And then  was put in as our EMA
  

10     Planner.  She was put in logistics.  Deputy
  

11     Director  was the EMS coordinator.
  

12     Director  was going to be the overall
  

13     commander, and he was going to be in the Secret
  

14     Service security room.
  

15        Q.   During this time of sort of advanced
  

16     planning and your team coming together, was the
  

17     Secret Service involved at all?
  

18        A.   They were with Director  to the
  

19     extent -- I mean, they had shared e-mails, but
  

20     there was still nothing concrete that Wednesday of
  

21     the actual layout.  So I guess if we could go back
  

22     to the Tuesday.
  

23        Q.   The 9th.
  

24        A.   Yeah, when we did the walkthrough, it was
  

25     -- there wasn't quite as my people.  
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1     was there.  There was a couple other Secret Service
  
2     people.  There were several state police
  
3     representatives, Director , Deputy
  
4     Director , myself,  were
  
5     there.  It was still not a whole lot of
  
6     information.  There were still a lot of questions
  
7     where they didn't really understand.  They said
  
8     that there was another group, Secret Service group
  
9     with the motorcade, that had to make that decision.
  

10     So there really wasn't any concrete decisions made
  

11     that Tuesday.
  

12        Q.   Okay.  So if we could just drill down a bit
  

13     more, sir, on what you just sort of went over.
  

14     Were you concerned that so close to the date of the
  

15     rally there were still no concrete plans in place?
  

16        A.   Not personally.  I guess -- I was involved
  

17     in the 2020 when he was here before.  And the
  

18     timeframe from that was way shorter, so this didn't
  

19     seem out of the ordinary.  I mean -- so I'll have
  

20     to go back to the 2020.  We found out on a Tuesday,
  

21     had a meeting with them Wednesday for an event on
  

22     Saturday.  So it didn't seem like if was that out
  

23     of the ordinary.
  

24        Q.   Did  inform you of when a
  

25     final plan would be available for the team members
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1     to review or --
  
2        A.   Yes.  Any information that he got, he would
  
3     share with the rest of us when he got it.
  
4        Q.   When was a final plan provided to you?
  
5        A.   I never saw a final plan from the Secret
  
6     Service.  The only plan that we received was from
  
7     Butler ESU.
  
8        Q.   Okay.  Did you receive any resource
  
9     requests from the Secret Service or other law
  

10     enforcement agencies related to the July 13 rally?
  

11        A.   Just Butler ESU.  I provided them with
  

12     their maps, overviews of the area, but nothing from
  

13     the Secret Service.
  

14        Q.   Have you previously provided Butler ESU
  

15     with similar maps in the past?
  

16        A.   Yes.  Actually, I'm part of the group.
  

17     I've been with them for six years.  And for the
  

18     rally, I was the county employee.  I did not
  

19     participate with the ESU.  So I had done all their
  

20     mapping.  Actually, I drive their armored vehicle.
  

21     I've been doing that for six years for them.  I'm
  

22     well aware of how they operate, so I do all their
  

23     technology for them.  I do all their mapping.  I do
  

24     all their routes.  And that's about it.
  

25        Q.   And they're familiar with your work
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1     products?
  
2        A.   Yes.
  
3        Q.   Okay, sir.  Who else from Butler Emergency
  
4     Management was on the advanced planning team?
  
5        A.   All five of us.
  
6        Q.   Can you just please explain for us the
  
7     nature of resources a public safety technologist
  
8     provides for an event like this?
  
9        A.   Nothing out of the ordinary.  I was put in
  

10     charge of the Command Post, so I just made sure
  

11     everything operated.  We have mobile CAD terminals.
  

12     We have mobile radios that actually -- it emulates
  

13     a dispatch console on a computer that we used that
  

14     day, and I just operated everything in the Command
  

15     Post.
  

16        Q.   And then two follow-up questions.  When you
  

17     say you were put in charge, what does that mean?
  

18        A.   I was just the -- when they went down the
  

19     planning stage, I was to operate -- I was to
  

20     oversee the Command Post.  The county's Command
  

21     Post.
  

22        Q.   So you were only able to listen into the
  

23     County Command Post communications?
  

24        A.   We were able to listen to all the
  

25     communications except the Secret Service.
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1        Q.   Who was all a part of those communications?
  
2        A.   We had a fire and EMS talk group that fire
  
3     and EMS was on.
  
4        Q.   Was that local, sir?
  
5        A.   Yes.  This was all county resources all
  
6     through our county radio system.  So we had split
  
7     it down.  At one of the planning meetings, we
  
8     talked to fire and EMS.  They agreed that they
  
9     wanted to be on the same channel.  It was going to
  

10     be a hot day.  They knew that they were going to
  

11     have lots of -- just medical issues.  They were on
  

12     the same channel.
  

13                :  Do you remember what
  

14     channel that was?
  

15                :  Yeah.  It would have been, if
  

16     you have the radio logs, it would be the Fire OPS
  

17     6, is what fire and EMS was placed on.  And then
  

18     the local police, the Butler Township Police, they
  

19     were doing perimeter outside -- just the local --
  

20     taking care of traffic, you know, control points,
  

21     they're on Police OPS 3.  Then the ESU used Police
  

22     OPS 4.  And all the police channels are all
  

23     encrypted, except for the fire and EMS.
  

24     BY :
  

25        Q.   Any issues that would have arisen at the
 

LaGamba Reporting Services
www.lagambareporting.com         (412) 458-0439



 21
  

  
1     Command Post, what would you have done or what were
  
2     your duties there?
  
3        A.   We did have a couple.  We had cell service
  
4     problems.  Our two CADs were at the mercy of the
  
5     internet, and so was the radio system.  So the --
  
6     it's called a Motorola 7500.  It's our -- it's a
  
7     laptop, but it has -- it emulates the CAD dispatch
  
8     that the dispatchers see.  We're able to patch
  
9     different channels together, we're able to tone
  

10     units out, but we're at the mercy of the internet.
  

11                So we had internet problems that we were
  

12     guaranteed that we weren't going to have.  So those
  

13     didn't work, but it really wasn't a problem because
  

14     we still had six radios that covered all the
  

15     channels.  So those were just kind of like an
  

16     extra.  And as far as the CAD, we were just
  

17     monitoring.  We weren't really doing anything.  We
  

18     weren't receiving calls on the CAD.
  

19                If we had any remarks that we wanted to
  

20     add to the CAD, our thought process, we could just
  

21     do it ourselves.  Anything we had to add, we just
  

22     had to contact the 911 Center.  They were seeing
  

23     the same thing we were.  They just added remarks
  

24     for us.  So we lost the internet for probably two
  

25     hours.
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1        Q.   Okay.  So I'd like to just finish with this
  
2     particular line of questioning -- you were going to
  
3     get to it later -- but just for purposes of staying
  
4     on topic.  What point did you start to experience
  
5     internet issues?  What time?
  
6        A.   I would say it was probably between -- it
  
7     was after the gates opened at 1:00.  Probably from
  
8     about 1:00 to probably about 4:30 we didn't have
  
9     anything.  We didn't have any internet.
  

10        Q.   Who was your internet service provider?
  

11        A.   Well, that's the thing.  We have -- we've
  

12     done it with Verizon, FirstNet -- which FirstNet is
  

13     supposed to guarantee us.  We had -- the ESU
  

14     commander had a FirstNet hotspot.  Nobody could get
  

15     on.  I mean it was just -- actually, the Verizon
  

16     cell service, we were able to make calls; the
  

17     texting was delayed a little bit.  But as far as
  

18     the 7500, that was an extra, and it really didn't
  

19     affect the communications at all.
  

20        Q.   Did you try calling Verizon or FirstNet or
  

21     remediating any of those service issues?
  

22        A.   We did go through our local IT person that
  

23     runs the Cradlepoint, and they had -- everybody was
  

24     -- there was issues all over.  We did not
  

25     personally call, but the -- I know that they were
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1     frustrated, and there was some issue with it.
  
2     Because we were even led that -- we were told after
  
3     the fact that even over at the Command Post -- the
  
4     Secret Service Command Post, they were having
  
5     internet problems, too.
  
6        Q.   Did you attempt to get a different, a new
  
7     hotspot?  What was done to fix this problem?
  
8        A.   That didn't really affect our operations.
  
9     We still had the radios.  We still had -- we still
  

10     had a Plan B and a Plan C.  So ours was seamless.
  

11     We just contacted the 911 Center.  They just made
  

12     the remarks.  They would have just taken them out
  

13     of it, or we could have just made our own remarks.
  

14     And, really, there wasn't that much added.
  

15                The communications, we still had mobile
  

16     radios and portables, which we use anyway.  There
  

17     were seven of those in there.  So we lost no
  

18     communications.  It was just the extra having the
  

19     CAD System and the dispatch console.
  

20        Q.   So is it your testimony today that you
  

21     didn't lose anything by not having a CAD System --
  

22        A.   No.
  

23        Q.   -- for that period of time?
  

24        A.   No.  It didn't affect anything.
  

25        Q.   So if you didn't have internet, what else
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1     did that affect?
  
2        A.   Just the text -- in the Command Center?
  
3     Just those two functions.
  
4        Q.   Okay.  A few more questions, we will then
  
5     turn to that day, sir.  What types of technology
  
6     are you responsible for?
  
7        A.   For the CAD System?  Maintaining the CAD,
  
8     and then the radios -- the different radio systems.
  
9     Then the GIS, which is -- it's really not a -- it's
  

10     just a program.  It just maintains all of the GIS
  

11     data for the county.
  

12        Q.   Then what about phone communications?
  

13        A.   Phone communications, I don't do anything
  

14     with phones.
  

15        Q.   Okay.
  

16        A.   My three functions are dispatch, the GIS,
  

17     and the radios.
  

18        Q.   Any involvement with any other technology
  

19     that you haven't mentioned so far --
  

20        A.   No.
  

21        Q.   -- on July 13?
  

22        A.   Those are my three functions.
  

23        Q.   And then prior to July 13, you did do a
  

24     walkthrough of the campaign rally location?
  

25        A.   Yes.
 

LaGamba Reporting Services
www.lagambareporting.com         (412) 458-0439



 25
  

  
1        Q.   When?
  
2        A.   So we met again on the Tuesday.  I believe
  
3     that was the 10th.
  
4        Q.   Tuesday is the 9th.
  
5        A.   The 9th.  And then Wednesday we just had an
  
6     internal meeting.  Then Thursday there was the big
  
7     walk-around where everybody was supposed to get
  
8     together -- I mean all the groups.  There was, I'd
  
9     say, 75 people there, and we were all -- we all
  

10     participated in that.
  

11        Q.   Secret Service was at those walkthroughs?
  

12        A.   Yes.
  

13        Q.   Were they leading the walkthroughs?
  

14        A.   No.
  

15        Q.   Who was leading the walkthroughs?
  

16        A.   It was -- to be honest, it was just kind of
  

17     like everybody was just kind of hanging out.  Like,
  

18     the first meeting, "This group go here," "This
  

19     group go there."
  

20                They kind of talked to a couple of us
  

21     EMA.  They were setting up the EMS resources.  I
  

22     know the ESU guys, they were off in their own
  

23     little group.  They never really said, "Hey, we
  

24     want to go talk to you guys."  But I never
  

25     physically walked around, and I don't believe any
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1     of our staff was taken around by the Secret
  
2     Service.
  
3        Q.   How did you think to yourself or how were
  
4     you expected to, you know, perform your job duties
  
5     from a technology standpoint if nobody was guiding
  
6     you?
  
7        A.   Well, we knew that we were going to run our
  
8     Command Post and who was going to be in our Command
  
9     Post.  We had what we needed to have done with the
  

10     group that we were covering, one hundred percent
  

11     covering.
  

12        Q.   Was the Secret Service aware of your plans,
  

13     sir?
  

14        A.   Yes.
  

15        Q.   Did they sign off on them?
  

16        A.   Well, that, I don't know.  That would be a
  

17     Director  question.
  

18        Q.   Okay.  So you did not personally inform the
  

19     Secret Service of your plans?
  

20        A.   No.  They were aware that there was a
  

21     second Command Post.  They were the ones that
  

22     approved where the other Command Post was going to
  

23     be.
  

24        Q.   So the Secret Service did approve, your
  

25     understanding, via Director  the plan.
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1        A.   Yes, they knew -- they knew that there was
  
2     a second Command Post.
  
3        Q.   Okay, sir.  Did you receive any specific
  
4     requests from Butler ESU for communication or
  
5     technology resources that were going to be used on
  
6     July 13?
  
7        A.   Yes.  All the radios -- we have an extra
  
8     bank of radios.  We had an extra 15 portable radios
  
9     that were available to the assisting agencies that
  

10     came in that we could give them, and we also had
  

11     radios for the Secret Service.
  

12        Q.   Did any other law enforcement agencies have
  

13     any specific requests for communication or
  

14     technology?
  

15        A.   No, because they're all county agencies and
  

16     have their own.
  

17        Q.   Okay.  And then so were you aware there
  

18     would be two Command Posts on July 13?
  

19        A.   Yes.
  

20        Q.   When did you become aware of that?
  

21        A.   I mean, early on Director  said
  

22     that he was going to be in the Secret Service, and
  

23     the Command Post would be down there and I was
  

24     going to be running it.
  

25        Q.   Okay.  So next question, which Command Post
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1     were you in on July 13?
  
2        A.   The county's Command Post.
  
3        Q.   Did the Secret Service ever invite you to
  
4     sit in their Command Post?
  
5        A.   No.
  
6        Q.   Did you ever ask the Secret Service if you
  
7     could sit with them in their Command Post?
  
8        A.   No.  Director , that was where he
  
9     was going.  I was shipped to the County Command
  

10     Post.  I was just a laborer.
  

11                :  Did he ever say why he was
  

12     going to be in that Command Post.
  

13                :  I know in the past visit he
  

14     was the highest representative of it, and I wasn't
  

15     going to question it.  He's the boss.
  

16     BY :
  

17        Q.   Did any discussions of the AGR Building
  

18     come up in advanced planning conversation?
  

19        A.   Not that I was involved in.  I mean, there
  

20     was talks of different -- you know, when I made the
  

21     maps, I received the maps from the ESU group.  I
  

22     put where the location of the snipers were going to
  

23     be on those maps, so I was aware of where they were
  

24     going to be.
  

25        Q.   And somebody told you that snipers are
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1     ESU side, the tactical side would have been all
  
2     through Commander   So he made those contacts
  
3     to give them the radios.
  
4                Now, the radios were, for the other
  
5     groups -- Director  and myself did attend.
  
6     The only one that we were invited to was the ESU
  
7     briefing that morning.  That's when those radios
  
8     were distributed to the Beaver and the Washington
  
9     groups.
  

10     BY :
  

11        Q.   So although the Secret Service never came
  

12     to pick the radios up, was any attempt made to go
  

13     drop them off?
  

14        A.   No.  Not from our -- that was not my gig.
  

15        Q.   Was  aware that the radios
  

16     were never picked up?
  

17        A.   That was an arrangement made between the
  

18     Butler ESU, and that was -- Director  was
  

19     not in that at all.  Our office wasn't involved in
  

20     that.  We were just going to make the radios
  

21     available to them.
  

22        Q.   Were you supposed to have any role in
  

23     sharing information with the Secret Service?
  

24        A.   That would be Director 
  

25        Q.   Okay.  So were you aware of any plans for
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1     the Secret Service to use local law enforcement
  
2     radios on July 13?
  
3        A.   Yes.  Through Commander 
  
4        Q.   Okay.  During the walkthroughs that you had
  
5     described, who did you believe was in charge of
  
6     coordinating all of the law enforcement entities?
  
7        A.   I don't know, because there was a couple
  
8     different things where our Command Post was going
  
9     to be down by the FOP lodge.  I remember that.  So
  

10     the staging for all the tactical units were
  

11     supposed to be down there.  That was kind of what
  

12     was decided amongst there.
  

13                Then somewhere along the line it was
  

14     brought up that the Trump campaign did not want the
  

15     tactical units or the armor visible inside of --
  

16     they just didn't want the optics.  So they removed,
  

17     and then it was one of those things where -- I'm
  

18     just a laborer.  I didn't have the right to
  

19     question it.
  

20                I just thought it was odd that nobody
  

21     really sat down and said, "No, this isn't going to
  

22     happen."  "No, this isn't going to happen."  They
  

23     said, "We don't want the optics of that," and
  

24     nobody ever really said, "Well, that's too bad."
  

25     They just -- "Okay."
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1        Q.   Did you believe that the Secret Service was
  
2     ultimately in charge?
  
3        A.   That's where we were -- any contact or any
  
4     meetings that were set up were set up by the Secret
  
5     Service.
  
6        Q.   During the advanced planning process, did
  
7     you ever express any concerns to the Secret Service
  
8     regarding planning or gaps or --
  
9        A.   I had no direct contact that I ever spoke
  

10     to the Secret Service.  I was not -- I was down on
  

11     the totem pole.  That was not mine.
  

12        Q.   Did you ever, you know, express concerns to
  

13     ?
  

14        A.   No.  Because, once again, that was not his.
  

15     The law enforcement side of it was not our -- we
  

16     were there to assist them, we weren't there --
  

17     that's their department.  That's their gig, not
  

18     ours.
  

19        Q.   Can you explain for us what your specific
  

20     technology concerns were for July 13?
  

21        A.   It would have just been the communications.
  

22     I mean, the communications is the biggest.  And as
  

23     it was, every county asset -- every asset that was
  

24     there, besides the Secret Service, could talk to
  

25     each other.
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1        Q.   Okay.  And how did you plan to address
  
2     those concerns?
  
3        A.   By offering them radios.
  
4        Q.   So radios were the primary or solitary
  
5     backup plan?
  
6        A.   Yes.  The radios were the one hundred
  
7     percent reliable guaranteed to work.  I mean, if
  
8     every other thing failed, the radios would have
  
9     continued on.
  

10        Q.   Did you ask for assistance from anyone
  

11     else?
  

12        A.   No.  We had -- we had plenty of resources
  

13     to cover our own.
  

14        Q.   Did the Secret Service provide Butler ESU's
  

15     advanced planning team with any detailed
  

16     information about what was needed?
  

17        A.   I do not know that.  That was -- I think
  

18     you'd have to go with ESU for that.
  

19        Q.   Did the Secret Service provide information
  

20     about how to handle suspicious persons?
  

21        A.   No, that was not -- there was nothing that
  

22     was sent down to the Command Post on the county
  

23     side of it.  If that was shared with ESU, that
  

24     would have been with ESU, not us.
  

25        Q.   Sir, were you aware that the Secret Service
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1     was planning to deploy any technology that would
  
2     impact cell signal or service on July 13?
  
3        A.   The only thing we were -- like 2020 that
  
4     they were going to have the drone killing, where
  
5     they could do the drone killer.  That's the only
  
6     thing that I was aware of.
  
7        Q.   So just to clarify for the record, sir, for
  
8     this particular July 13, 2024 rally, the only
  
9     technology that you're aware that the Secret
  

10     Service was deploying was a drone-killing
  

11     technology?
  

12        A.   Yeah.  Where they could shut down a drone.
  

13        Q.   What about any technology that would impact
  

14     cellular service?
  

15        A.   Nothing that was relayed to us, myself.  I
  

16     was not aware of any of that.
  

17        Q.   So from our understanding, sir, and we've
  

18     been told -- you know, again, still looking to
  

19     gather facts -- this type of technology, from our
  

20     understanding, was deployed by the Secret Service
  

21     on July 13.  Did you happen to hear about anything
  

22     with respect to a blanket or anything like that
  

23     that the Secret Service deployed for cell service?
  

24        A.   They were -- they were in theirs.  We were
  

25     in ours.  We had no talking back and forth then.
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1                :  Have you heard anything
  
2     about that post July 13?
  
3                :  The only thing that Director
  
4      had said, at one time the Secret Service
  
5     guy himself was having trouble making connection to
  
6     the internet to use his software for the drones.
  
7     The timeframe of when that exactly happened, I do
  
8     not know, but he did say that there was a point
  
9     where he physically had to walk out of the building
  

10     to try and get cell service to do whatever program
  

11     he needed to do.
  

12     BY :
  

13        Q.   And did the Secret Service have any type of
  

14     approval process for the agency's Ops plan?
  

15        A.   Not that I was privy to.  That would have
  

16     all been through Butler ESU.
  

17                :  Okay.  My time is winding
  

18     down, sir, and before we move to the day of the
  

19     campaign rally, I'd like to just turn it over for
  

20     the Minority to begin their round.
  

21                :  Are you fine with
  

22     continuing, sir?
  

23                :  Sure.  I'm fine.
  

24  
  

25  
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1                         EXAMINATION
  
2     BY :
  
3        Q.   I'm going to rehash some of the points that
  
4     my colleagues have covered, but it will be more
  
5     efficient because they've covered it.  Do you have
  
6     any prior military experience?
  
7        A.   I do not.
  
8        Q.   Did you have any professional experiences
  
9     prior to the experiences that you've already
  

10     covered?
  

11        A.   No.  I've been with the -- been in public
  

12     safety for 45 years.  I've been with the county for
  

13     33 years, so, no.
  

14        Q.   What did you do before joining the county?
  

15        A.   I was a paramedic with an ambulance service
  

16     for ten years.
  

17        Q.   You've described  as the
  

18     boss.
  

19        A.   He's our director.  He's the director of
  

20     the 911 Center, Butler County Emergency Services.
  

21        Q.   What would your typical interactions with
  

22     him be like as far as how did you report to him?
  

23     What did you have to do in relation to him?
  

24        A.   When we had our staff meetings -- I mean,
  

25     he was good about -- I mean, if he would -- he was
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1     the main contact for all the e-mails.  I didn't
  
2     receive any e-mails.  If he got something, he would
  
3     let all the staff know.  I mean, anything that
  
4     pertained to the communications that day -- radios,
  
5     mapping -- if it was something that concerned me,
  
6     he would walk two doors down and we'd talk about
  
7     it.
  
8        Q.   All right.  You mentioned that as part of
  
9     your role with the Butler County ESU, you created
  

10     their maps?
  

11        A.   Yes.
  

12        Q.   Would it be fair to generally say that any
  

13     maps that would have been a part of the Ops plan,
  

14     you created?
  

15        A.   Yes.  The two that have been floating
  

16     around with like the grid map, I created those.
  

17        Q.   Are you aware of the maps that they use for
  

18     the presentation to the Congress Members?
  

19        A.   I believe they were mine.  I don't know of
  

20     anybody else that made maps.  Because, originally,
  

21     even -- we went to a state police briefing, and
  

22     they thought that the Secret Service did it.  They
  

23     were like -- the people that were present like,
  

24     "No, he made those."
  

25                When we had an after action with them,
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1     they had -- we printed -- I printed wall maps out
  
2     for the five different groups.  Printed individual
  
3     maps, laminated for all the ESU people, and they
  
4     just thought that the Secret Service had made that.
  
5     They were like, "No, they didn't make those."
  
6        Q.   You mentioned participating in the meeting
  
7     on July 8th, then participating in the walkthrough
  
8     on July 9th, and then a walkthrough on July 11th.
  
9     Was that the extent of your participation and
  

10     planning?
  

11        A.   Yes.
  

12        Q.   Did you interact with Pennsylvania State
  

13     Police in any of those meetings?
  

14        A.   No.  My whole role in those meetings was
  

15     where the Command Post was going to be located, and
  

16     any logistics we needed for the Command Post.
  

17        Q.   What were you expected to do while in the
  

18     Command Post?
  

19        A.   I just -- I oversaw, made sure everything
  

20     was working.  I assisted.  I actually stayed with
  

21     the two ESU commanders in the back portion of it.
  

22     And I just -- between Commander  and myself, we
  

23     just went back and forth between the -- when we
  

24     still had the console that was connected to the
  

25     internet.
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1                Once it went to portables and mobiles,
  
2     he did the ESU side, Commander  did the
  
3     Police OPS 3 side -- Police OPS 3 and Police OPS 4,
  
4     they did those channels -- and then we had another
  
5     individual for fire and EMS representatives, so I
  
6     just made sure everything continued to click along.
  
7        Q.   And in relation to the size of this room,
  
8     about how large is the ESU trailer?
  
9        A.   I believe the trailer's 38 foot long and
  

10     it's 8 foot wide and there's a tip out.  It's
  

11     compartmented into three sections.  The front
  

12     section is a small little conference room.  Then
  

13     the middle section has the tip out, and there's
  

14     four dispatch positions in there.  Then there's a
  

15     third section in the back that has two more
  

16     positions, and that's where the ESU and the law
  

17     enforcement was in that back section.  That's where
  

18     I was at.
  

19        Q.   Just for the record, we're in a room that
  

20     can comfortably fit about a 10-person table.
  

21        A.   No.  The three of us in the back section of
  

22     it, there wasn't a lot of room to move around.
  

23     It's not like I had to holler on the other side of
  

24     a room to get them.  We were within two feet of
  

25     each other the entire day.
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1        Q.   Were there separate rooms?
  
2        A.   Yes, but there was -- there was a doorway,
  
3     but they were never closed.  The middle section,
  
4     the sheriff's department was in there, and they
  
5     came later in the afternoon.  They had their own
  
6     radio, and the fire and EMS were using two of the
  
7     radios in the center part of it.  But the law
  
8     enforcement, ESU, we were all in the back section.
  
9     Then the front conference room, there was nothing.
  

10     There was nothing in that section.
  

11        Q.   And were you listening to -- well, put it
  

12     another way.  How many radio channels were you
  

13     listening to that day?
  

14        A.   In the back section, we were listening to
  

15     the -- for the event that day, we were listening to
  

16     3 -- Channels 3 and 4.  I was able to monitor them
  

17     both.   -- Commander and Commander ,
  

18     he had -- was dedicated to nothing but 3, and 
  

19     was nothing but Channel 4, and I was just able to
  

20     listen to both of them.
  

21        Q.   What was your understanding as to how the
  

22     Butler County trailer was supposed to interact with
  

23     the Secret Service security room?
  

24        A.   We had no interaction.  We had no direct
  

25     communications.  All communications that were done
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1     through Commander  and  were all done
  
2     by cellphone.
  
3        Q.   Did you have a conversation with 
  
4      about what your role would be inside the
  
5     trailer?
  
6        A.   He -- we were -- well, we were well aware
  
7     of what we were going to do.  Just oversee the
  
8     Command Post.
  
9        Q.   So how did he describe what you should be
  

10     doing?
  

11        A.   I guess I really don't know how to answer
  

12     that.  I mean, he knows that the communication side
  

13     is my gig, and he didn't really question it.
  

14        Q.   Have you previously been a part of command
  

15     posts?
  

16        A.   Yes.  And I was a supervisor at the 911
  

17     Center for -- out of the 27 years dispatch, I was a
  

18     supervisor for 18 years of it.  For 18 years I was
  

19     supervisor in dispatch.  I was a working
  

20     supervisor.
  

21        Q.   Have you been a part of prior presidential
  

22     rallies?
  

23        A.   I was involved in the 2020, but I was not
  

24     in the Command Post -- that Command Post in 2020.
  

25        Q.   So was this your first time in a command
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1     post for a political rally?
  
2        A.   Yes.
  
3        Q.   Were there any discussions about what you
  
4     should do that might be different from your
  
5     day-to-day?
  
6        A.   No.  I mean, what the ESU and what the
  
7     local police requested was no different a mission
  
8     than our day-to-day.  It was just -- it was no
  
9     different than us going out on an operation with
  

10     the ESU.  It was -- everybody knew what their job
  

11     was.  We were prepared to handle what they couldn't
  

12     do with the radios, technology, track.  Whatever
  

13     they needed done.
  

14        Q.   Have you had experience with participating
  

15     in a mission with two command posts?
  

16        A.   No.  That just -- that really shouldn't
  

17     happen.
  

18        Q.   Well, going into it, did you know that that
  

19     shouldn't happen?
  

20        A.   Yes.  I mean, I've been involved in
  

21     emergency services for four years.  There's one
  

22     thing that's causing this high command.  2020,
  

23     there was Director , Commander , the
  

24     fire chief and the fire department that I run with,
  

25     and the ESU commander were in the Secret Service
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1     Command Post.  Everybody -- I guess the biggest
  
2     thing was it was odd, but the whole scenario was
  
3     odd.  He wasn't a sitting president.  He wasn't
  
4     even the nominee, so nobody really questioned it
  
5     because -- is this normal or isn't this normal.
  
6                Nobody could give that -- nobody come
  
7     out and said, "Well, this is normal.  Don't worry
  
8     about it."  And the question -- I mean, nobody
  
9     really -- I mean, we didn't -- I didn't question
  

10     it.  Whether Director  did, you'd have to
  

11     ask him.  But I know 2020 was a totally different
  

12     scenario as opposed to this one.
  

13        Q.   So you just said there shouldn't be --
  

14     pretty confidently -- that that should not be.
  

15        A.   Yeah, I mean.  That's -- that is -- you're
  

16     learning that -- basically, but, once again, that
  

17     whole scenario was, we didn't -- we weren't -- as
  

18     far as I knew, we weren't invited.  You'd have to
  

19     talk to Commander about that.  I know that
  

20     those guys were not asked to be in there.  So they
  

21     just said, "Okay, they're going to have the County
  

22     Command Post there.  We'll go down and run our
  

23     operations out of the County Command Post.  We're
  

24     familiar with it."
  

25        Q.   Did you ever flag your concern with anyone?
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1        A.   No, because, once again, the scenario has
  
2     never come up, and it was -- we were just taking it
  
3     more of, that was the Command Center -- and there's
  
4     been times where there's a Command Center, but
  
5     there's also operations.  We just happen to do the
  
6     operations -- the police operations and the EMS
  
7     operations out of a different Command Post, instead
  
8     of that room.
  
9                To be honest, I don't know how it would
  

10     have functioned.  As busy as they were with EMS,
  

11     they would have been overburdened listening to
  

12     that.  You know, it was a 92-degree day.  It was
  

13     hot.  So, no, nobody questioned it.
  

14        Q.   When you said you don't know how it would
  

15     have functioned, are you saying if there was one
  

16     Command Post?
  

17        A.   Yeah.  I mean, it would have been tough
  

18     that day to have everybody in that -- I mean, with
  

19     the fire and EMS in that room.  They would have had
  

20     to just -- fire and EMS, they needed an operation
  

21     thing.  They still would have done operations.
  

22     There would have been a commander in there, which
  

23     should have happened, and then your operations.
  

24                So that's kind of, I think, the
  

25     direction that Commander  and  -- they
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1     weren't invited into the Secret Service.  So, like,
  
2     "We'll run our operations.  We'll just do it out of
  
3     your Command Post."  "We'll do it out of the County
  
4     Command Post."  They're familiar with it.  We've
  
5     used it before.  We use it on, you know, any
  
6     call-outs we get for barricaded people.  Anything
  
7     like that, we use the County Command Post, so
  
8     they're familiar with it.
  
9        Q.   Three follow-up questions, and they're a
  

10     bit unrelated, but they are related to that.  So
  

11     the first question, operations versus command
  

12     posts, what's the difference?
  

13        A.   The commanders -- so  was the
  

14     commander of the tactical teams that day.  So you
  

15     have a tactical -- you have an overall commander,
  

16     and then you have -- you might have operations
  

17     chief.  You know, say, "Okay, there's two different
  

18     sectors.  You're going to be the operations chief
  

19     for these."  Those guys are -- they're actually the
  

20     ones out -- like the team leaders.  That's the
  

21     operations side of it.
  

22                So Commander  was the operations
  

23     commander at that command.  There was -- I'm sure
  

24     you talked to  and .  Those guys
  

25     were the team leaders.  Those were the -- that was
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1     the operations side of it.  When they were not in
  
2     the Command Post, the commander just moved in the
  
3     Command Post and ran everything out of that.
  
4                So I guess if he would have been in the
  
5     -- if he would have been in the Secret Service
  
6     Command Post, he would have more or less been
  
7     monitoring it, and the operation -- he would not
  
8     have been running the operations, you know, from
  
9     the other.  He would have let the team leaders --
  

10     which they did -- but everything came through him
  

11     through the operations side of it.  There was no --
  

12     like  did not run the EMS
  

13     operations.  He did not run the local PD.  He was
  

14     just -- his overall was EMA.
  

15        Q.   What's his role if he's not running
  

16     anything?
  

17        A.   He's the Director of Emergency Management
  

18     for the County of Butler, so he's the overall
  

19     commander of the EMA.
  

20        Q.   But when you say he's not running anything,
  

21     then what is he doing during the rally?
  

22        A.   He's just -- he is there to represent all
  

23     of the county assets.  If there was any county
  

24     assets, anything that needed to be with the county,
  

25     he was the one that was going to make that
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1     decision.
  
2        Q.   But that explanation would sort of say that
  
3     he could just sit there and do nothing.  So my
  
4     question is what is he actually doing during the
  
5     rally?
  
6        A.   I don't know that.
  
7        Q.   Well, I mean, you've explained what a
  
8     Command Post would be doing.
  
9        A.   Yeah.
  

10        Q.   But what should someone in the Command Post
  

11     be doing?
  

12        A.   Doing -- I mean, so the Command Post was
  

13     doing the operations.  We were more of an
  

14     operations Command Post, so they were taking
  

15     fielding questions.  What they did at the Secret
  

16     Service, I have no idea.  I was not privy to do it.
  

17     I was never there.  Never asked to be there.
  

18     Haven't talked to anybody that was even there.
  

19        Q.   So putting aside July 13th, understanding
  

20     that you were not in that Command Post --
  

21        A.   Correct.
  

22        Q.   -- you said you have been in other command
  

23     posts.
  

24        A.   Yes.
  

25        Q.   What should people in command posts do
 

LaGamba Reporting Services
www.lagambareporting.com         (412) 458-0439



 48
  

  
1     inside of a command post?
  
2        A.   So there would be --  could be like
  
3     the overall commander of that incident.  If he was
  
4     the overall incident commander -- there's an
  
5     overall incident commander, and then there's a
  
6     group that would be in charge of the police side of
  
7     it.
  
8                Like that day, there was -- the fire
  
9     chief was in charge of the fire and EMS side.
  

10     There was a sergeant for the sheriff's department
  

11     who was in charge of the sheriff deputies.  Then
  

12     Commander  was in charge of the ESU.  They ran
  

13     the operations.  I just oversaw any technology they
  

14     needed.  So the actual commander, they were the
  

15     actual commanders in there.  So it was not the
  

16     norm.
  

17        Q.   Okay, I don't want to -- what I'm trying to
  

18     have you explain to me is, functionally, what is
  

19     the difference between somebody's duties in an
  

20     operations room versus in a command post, because
  

21     it sounds like they do the same thing.
  

22        A.   They do.
  

23        Q.   Okay.
  

24        A.   But they were just separate.  So, you know,
  

25     if they would have all been in the same room,
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1     Director  still would have oversaw all the
  
2     county assets.  There would have been -- there just
  
3     wouldn't have be a second command post.  They would
  
4     have just talked to -- so it's not a middle man,
  
5     but Director  did not do anything with the
  
6     police side.  I mean, he monitored it, but he
  
7     wasn't the overall commander of it.  Commander
  
8     and they were.
  
9        Q.   So, in other words, you take the people in
  

10     the other -- the ESU trailer, they're -- and the
  

11     Secret Service security room, they are functionally
  

12     doing the same thing.  Nothing changes?
  

13        A.   Correct.  They just weren't in the same
  

14     room.
  

15        Q.   In your experience, you are familiar with
  

16     missions at which there is a command post and an
  

17     operations room?
  

18        A.   No.  Ours is a unified command where
  

19     everybody is in the same room.  That's it.
  

20        Q.   Okay.  I thought I heard you say that there
  

21     have been times there is a separate space for
  

22     operations.
  

23        A.   Within the trailer.  Not two different ones
  

24     on the other side of the -- of the -- I mean, they
  

25     were 400 feet apart, 500 feet apart.
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1        Q.   Okay.
  
2        A.   I mean, they would have been -- they could
  
3     have been in the same trailer, they could have been
  
4     in the conference room, but it was -- it's -- you
  
5     could have walked over and done a face-to-face.
  
6     You wouldn't have been calling somebody on the
  
7     telephone.
  
8        Q.   So given that the two post setup was an
  
9     anomaly, something that yourself and others are not
  

10     familiar with --
  

11        A.   It's not that we weren't familiar with it,
  

12     it just wasn't the standard.
  

13        Q.   You were not -- you had not personally
  

14     experienced --
  

15        A.   No.
  

16        Q.   -- two command posts, so you're not
  

17     personally familiar with it.
  

18        A.   Correct.
  

19        Q.   Was there ever a conversation you were
  

20     involved in and say like, "Hey, this is new to me.
  

21     What should we be doing with two command posts"?
  

22        A.   No.  Because the reason it wasn't
  

23     questioned was there was just so many oddities of
  

24     -- you know, the question was, this wasn't the way
  

25     it was in 2020.  Those five people were in the same
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1     command post where only one of them was in the
  
2     Secret Service, and, to my knowledge, that's all
  
3     that was invited in there.  Commander  the
  
4     sheriff, or even our local sheriff, I don't believe
  
5     were invited to be in the secure room or whatever
  
6     they call it.  So when that happened, they're like,
  
7     "We'll just do the operations out of the counter
  
8     trailer."
  
9        Q.   And in 2020, were you and 
  

10     in the same space?
  

11        A.    was the only one there from
  

12     the county.  Commander  was there for the ESU.
  

13     I was there for the original planning for the fire
  

14     and EMS, but the fire chief was actually in there
  

15     that day.  The local Penn Township Police were
  

16     there.  That was it.  But there was a
  

17     representative from each agency in that Command
  

18     Post.
  

19        Q.   But there was only one representative from
  

20     emergency services?
  

21        A.   Correct; yes.
  

22        Q.   So did anything occur to you as to why
  

23     there would be emergency services in both posts?
  

24        A.   No.  Well, I just fell into that thing of
  

25     somebody had to run the County Command Post, so
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1     that job came to me.
  
2        Q.   So I guess -- let me ask it this way:  What
  
3     role would you serve that  could not
  
4     serve?  Like what are you doing in --
  
5        A.   We did the same thing, except there was two
  
6     different -- we couldn't both be in the same place.
  
7     So he couldn't -- if he was there, he couldn't be
  
8     down at the other one, so I was tasked to do the
  
9     second one.
  

10        Q.   Why does he need to be at the other one?
  

11     Like, why would there need to be another person?
  

12        A.   That would be -- you'd have to ask the
  

13     Secret Service.
  

14        Q.   Well, I'm asking you.  So you guys as an
  

15     entity, you decided in 2020 you only needed one
  

16     person.
  

17        A.   That was the Secret Service's decision.
  

18     That wasn't us.  That was who was tasked to be in
  

19     there that day, and he was asked to be in the
  

20     secure room.  The other agencies were not, so they
  

21     said, "We can use the County Command Post.  Those
  

22     operations side were put to the Command Posts.  He
  

23     was in there.  He was already -- that was his --
  

24     his role was to be in there.  I was tasked to run
  

25     the second one.
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1        Q.   And who tasked you to run the second one?
  
2        A.   Director .
  
3        Q.   So not Secret Service?
  
4        A.   Correct.
  
5        Q.   And did you have an understanding as to why
  
6     you were needed in the trailer?
  
7        A.   Yes.  To run the Command Post.
  
8        Q.   But what does that mean?
  
9        A.   I mean, I'm not sure where you're -- where
  

10     we're going with that.  I mean, I did explain it
  

11     before.  I oversaw the operations to make sure that
  

12     -- anything that they needed.  I did not personally
  

13     run the ESU side of it.  I did not personally run
  

14     the fire and EMS side of it.  I just made sure that
  

15     all the county assets in the trailer were available
  

16     to them.  So I did not make -- if there was a
  

17     County EMA decision, I would call Director
  

18     .
  

19                So as far as the operations side of it,
  

20     I made sure that the Butler County ESU, the Butler
  

21     County Police, the Butler County Sheriff, and the
  

22     fire and EMS had everything they needed available
  

23     to them in the Command Post.  I did not tell them
  

24     how to run their operations.  I was just there to
  

25     make sure that the operations of the trailer, the
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1     communications, and the technology functioned.
  
2        Q.   So once you -- let's say you show up in the
  
3     morning, and you make sure everything was there.
  
4        A.   I was there four hours ahead of everybody
  
5     else to get to the trailer to make sure everything
  
6     was up and functioning.
  
7        Q.   Why would there be a need to stay in the
  
8     trailer once you make a determination that they
  
9     have the resources?
  

10        A.   To troubleshoot it if there was a problem
  

11     throughout the day.
  

12        Q.   Couldn't they call ?
  

13        A.   No.  He was on the other side of the thing.
  

14     There was no way that he could get down there to
  

15     troubleshoot a problem.
  

16        Q.   They couldn't call them?
  

17        A.   They could call him, but he can't fix it.
  

18     He's not physically there to fix it.
  

19        Q.   Okay.  But couldn't he send you or someone
  

20     else if there was an issue to then go fix it?
  

21        A.   He could have, but it was just easier.
  

22     "You're available.  You stay there and monitor the
  

23     Command Post.  If they have any problems, take care
  

24     of it."
  

25        Q.   So, in your head, there was never a logic
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1     of using you and  as a bridge
  
2     between trailers?
  
3        A.   No, because he was still there -- if there
  
4     was an EMA question that came up, I would have
  
5     called him, but during that day there was not one
  
6     emergency management question that come up.  There
  
7     was fire and EMS problems, there was ESU problems,
  
8     and was police problems.  They handled them through
  
9     their contacts directly.
  

10        Q.   You said earlier -- and I'm switching gears
  

11     a bit.  You said earlier that the Beaver County
  

12     snipers were given radios.  We were told that they
  

13     picked up their radios.
  

14        A.   Yeah.  At the briefing, they all got --
  

15     they got their radios.
  

16        Q.   Okay.  So at the briefing, because --
  

17        A.   Well, they were in the trailer, so as soon
  

18     as the briefing was done, their commanders come
  

19     over, signed out the radios, and they took their
  

20     radios.  Same thing with Washington.
  

21        Q.   Did you directly see that yourself?
  

22        A.   Yes.  Yes.  Actually, we have a log that
  

23     they sign them out.
  

24        Q.   I understand that there's a log, but did
  

25     you see it personally?
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1        A.   I was the one that had the log in my hand.
  
2        Q.   Okay.  And did you hear  offer radios
  
3     to Secret Service?
  
4        A.   No, that was -- he said that the night
  
5     before he had had the contact -- he had contact
  
6     with the Secret Service, that he made the radios
  
7     available to them, that they would pick them up on
  
8     Saturday.
  
9        Q.   But you did not personally --
  

10        A.   No, I had no contact directly with the
  

11     Secret Service.
  

12        Q.   When everything starts happening with the
  

13     search of the suspicious person, you were still in
  

14     the trailer; right?
  

15        A.   Oh, yes.
  

16        Q.   Do you recall there being any issues with
  

17     communicating between the two trailers?
  

18        A.   No.  Well, it was all done by phone.
  

19     Because as soon as they received the picture, it
  

20     was immediately given out to the local police on
  

21     the Police OPS 3.  Commander immediately gave
  

22     it out.  Commander  immediately contacted his
  

23     PSP contact in the secure room, and he actually got
  

24     a busy signal.  I went with a backup contact that
  

25     we had, notified him.  But in the meantime, he had
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1     made -- so there was maybe 40 seconds for them to
  
2     make the phone call to -- I believe it's Sgt.
  
3      of the Pennsylvania State Police.  So that
  
4     was all done by cellphones, and the cellphone
  
5     service, they were able to get the phone call.  The
  
6     phone call went through.
  
7        Q.   So in that scenario in which there was a
  
8     40-second delay, you said you went to a backup
  
9     or --
  

10        A.   No, no.  He tried to call and got a
  

11     busy signal.
  

12        Q.   Right.
  

13        A.   So it was about 40 seconds after they got
  

14     the picture.  They transmitted on the radio first
  

15     to the ESU guys, to the local police, and then
  

16     immediately went to -- he went to contact to
  

17     let  know from the state police.  And then --
  

18     he originally got a busy signal.  I went to my
  

19     backup.
  

20                While I was talking to the second
  

21     contact, Sgt.  of the Pennsylvania State
  

22     Police, he got through to .  So there was --
  

23     there wasn't really a large issue more than maybe
  

24     20, 30 seconds.
  

25        Q.   Where was Sgt. ?
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1        A.   He was just out on the -- he was just out
  
2     -- he was one of the patrol sergeants that was out
  
3     within the crowd.  Actually, I could physically see
  
4     him in the crowd -- the perimeter of the crowd from
  
5     the Command Post on the camera.
  
6        Q.   So when  gets the busy signal, why did
  
7     you reach out to him?  Why did you reach out to
  
8     ?
  
9        A.   Because , he didn't get through to
  

10     him immediately.  So instead of waiting, I
  

11     immediately called .  While I was on the
  

12     phone with  giving him the information,
  

13     called  right back, and the information
  

14     was given.
  

15        Q.   In that scenario, why not just reach out to
  

16     ?
  

17        A.   Because  was not the law enforcement
  

18     side of that.   was the one that was in
  

19     charge of it.  The PSP was doing the perimeter.
  

20      was the contact for the state police.
  

21        Q.   But you're not law enforcement either;
  

22     right?
  

23        A.   No.  I just -- I helped them out because
  

24     they were busy.
  

25        Q.   Right.
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1        A.   So I was there to back them up, whatever I
  
2     needed to do.  So I just made that phone call to
  
3     , and that was really the only phone call I
  
4     made that day.  Now,  had made -- he contacted,
  
5     like, the other teams later in the evening, but
  
6     that was just after  exited out of the
  
7     contact with .  I said, "I can physically
  
8     see him.  I'll call him."  But within me even
  
9     talking to him 15, 20 seconds, he was able to get
  

10     through to , and that was it.
  

11        Q.   So in that scenario,  is trying to
  

12     get in touch with  who is in the Secret
  

13     Service room.
  

14        A.   Yes.
  

15        Q.   And  is also in that room.
  

16        A.   Yes.
  

17        Q.   And you see someone outside who is not in
  

18     that room, and you decided to reach -- to contact
  

19     that person instead of ?
  

20        A.   Because  -- I wasn't a hundred -- I
  

21     don't even know where  I take it,
  

22     was up there.  was our contact.  That was
  

23     what was decided between the ESU and PSP, was
  

24     was our contact.  That's who we needed to
  

25     call.  State police, not Director .
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1     Director  was there for EMA issues.  So
  
2      was the state police contact that was
  
3     predesignated with the Butler ESU --
  
4        Q.   Right.
  
5        A.   -- and the police.  State police.  Not
  
6     Director .  Director  was not a
  
7     cop.  So that information was just relaying that
  
8     information.  When he couldn't get through to
  
9      to  -- but there was like -- it ended
  

10     up being not an issue because he called him right
  

11     back.  The information was given immediately to
  

12     .
  

13        Q.   So aside from that scenario in which 
  

14     got a busy signal, in every other instance that you
  

15     witnessed there was an immediate connection to Sgt.
  

16     ?
  

17        A.   Yes.  We were busy with monitoring radio
  

18     traffic, so I did not sit there and personally
  

19     listen to every phone call that made.  I was
  

20     concentrating on the radio -- the overflow for the
  

21     radios.  So I don't know who he called other than
  

22     that, but I know when the -- when the picture was
  

23     first given out, was contacted immediately.
  

24        Q.   But --
  

25        A.   That was his -- after he gave it out on the
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1     ESU team frequency, he immediately called 
  
2        Q.   So you're not aware of any instances in
  
3     which there was a delay communicating with the
  
4     Secret Service phones?
  
5        A.   At the Command Post?
  
6        Q.   Yeah, while you were in the trailer or the
  
7     Command Post.
  
8        A.   I don't know of any direct contact with the
  
9     Secret Service.  That was done through all the --
  

10     the ESU --
  

11        Q.   The Secret Service Post, so Pennsylvania
  

12     State Police while inside the Secret Service Post.
  

13        A.   No.  When we talked to , I don't know
  

14     of any other problems getting ahold of .
  

15        Q.   Okay.  So as far as you're concerned, as
  

16     far as your personal experience, the two separate
  

17     posts did not create a communication issue between
  

18      and ?
  

19        A.   There was a slight delay.  There is nothing
  

20     better than me walking across the room and having a
  

21     face-to-face with somebody.
  

22        Q.   But you said there was no delays except for
  

23     the one busy signal.
  

24        A.   I'm saying picking up the phone and making
  

25     a phone call, there is going to be a delay.  And if
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1     this is me saying -- turning around and saying in
  
2     another room saying, "Hey, this is the problem."
  
3     You have to call on the phone.  That's a delay.
  
4     That's what I'm calling a delay, and it's not more
  
5     than 15, 20 seconds of picking your phone up and
  
6     making a phone call.  It's not -- it's better to
  
7     have a face-to-face.  That was not there.  It was
  
8     not going to happen.  We had to make a phone call.
  
9        Q.   So is it a race between how quickly you can
  

10     make a call versus walking to another room?
  

11        A.   Yeah, but that room was on the other side
  

12     of the complex, six, seven hundred feet away.
  

13        Q.   Right, but in a scenario in which everyone
  

14     is inside the same command post but there are in
  

15     different rooms, they might have to walk to a
  

16     different room as opposed to making a call, is what
  

17     you're saying.
  

18        A.   Exactly.  I mean, if I had to walk out that
  

19     door to the boxes, it's way simpler than making a
  

20     phone call.
  

21        Q.   Simpler, but is it faster?
  

22        A.   Yes.  Absolutely.
  

23        Q.   Why do you say that so confidently?
  

24        A.   Because all I have to do is open that door
  

25     and talk to somebody as opposed to calling on a
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1     cellphone and maybe getting a busy signal.
  
2        Q.   But if you don't get a busy signal -- but
  
3     you said there was only one instance in which there
  
4     was a busy signal.
  
5        A.   Yeah.  And there was -- you know, that was
  
6     10, 15, 20 seconds.
  
7        Q.   One time.
  
8        A.   Yes.  That I was aware of.
  
9        Q.   Under normal circumstances, if you make
  

10     phone call, how long does it take you to connect
  

11     your call?
  

12        A.   Ten seconds.  I mean, there was -- I mean,
  

13     the phone -- it was wild because they were having
  

14     trouble sending text messages, but some of the --
  

15     people that were on Verizon were ongoing through.
  

16     I know some of the ESU groups, when they were
  

17     sending the picture out, some services got it, some
  

18     didn't get it.  But at the end of the day, a
  

19     face-to-face is better than talking to somebody on
  

20     a cellphone.
  

21        Q.   Right.
  

22        A.   That would be my preferred communications
  

23     all day long.
  

24        Q.   But as far as you're concerned -- and mind
  

25     you, we've spoken to other people about this,
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1     including 
  
2        A.   Yes.
  
3        Q.   As far as you're concerned, the
  
4     communication between  and  was not
  
5     delayed because of them being in different posts --
  
6     putting aside your preference for face-to-face.
  
7        A.   I mean, the circumstances that were given,
  
8     no.
  
9        Q.   Okay.  I'm going to scan quickly so see if
  

10     I have any other questions.  I guess one thing.  So
  

11     I understand you saying that  was
  

12     not law enforcement.
  

13        A.   Correct.
  

14        Q.   But then you were also not law enforcement.
  

15        A.   I am --
  

16        Q.   In that capacity.
  

17        A.   Being a dispatcher, I have all the PSP
  

18     security clearances where I am authorized to give
  

19     police information out.  I can receive police
  

20     information.  I can do NCIC information.  I was a
  

21     dispatcher.  I still maintain those credentials on
  

22     the CAD side.  I have to have that to be able to
  

23     work on the CAD.  I have credentialing instituted
  

24     with the state police that I have to do to keep up,
  

25     and also NCIC.  I am not an officer, but I am
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1     permitted to give law enforcement information out.
  
2        Q.   Is  not?
  
3        A.   No, he is not.  He's the director.  I don't
  
4     know of any director that does.  I mean, that's --
  
5     that's a CAD issue.  Those are credentials that we
  
6     had to have as a dispatcher, as a supervisor, and
  
7     I've had to maintain those because I have access to
  
8     the CAD.  He has access to the CAD, but he's locked
  
9     out of that side of it, so he doesn't use it.
  

10                :  I think we can wrap up, I
  

11     want to see if my -- do you have anything?
  

12                :  No.
  

13                :  So my final question to
  

14     you -- and I don't think I need to come back.
  

15                :  Okay.
  

16     BY :
  

17        Q.   In an all-hands-on-deck situation in which
  

18      -- and I understand he didn't -- but if he
  

19     had issues with reaching Sgt. , and you had
  

20     an opportunity to help by reaching out to 
  

21     , you say you still would not?
  

22        A.   Yes.  If there was no way that we could
  

23     have got -- but the mechanism we had to get -- see,
  

24     we did not have direct communication with the state
  

25     police.  By calling , he could have picked
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1     the state police radio up and talked to 
  
2     directly.  That would have been the first line the
  
3     communication.  That's why we did that.  We did not
  
4     have -- we don't have the state police frequencies.
  
5     They have us locked out where we -- we had one
  
6     portable to monitor the motorcade, which we never
  
7     heard one thing on the entire day.  The radio
  
8     actually went out of range.
  
9                The portable that they supplied us, we
  

10     never heard anything on it the entire day.  So by
  

11     calling , he -- by calling , he could
  

12     have picked his radio up and contacted 
  

13     instantly.  He wouldn't have made another phone
  

14     call to .
  

15                If  was talking on the phone,
  

16     could have picked his radio up and called
  

17      direct and gave it.  That's why we went to
  

18     .  The first one was for  to call them on
  

19     the phone.  When he couldn't do it, I went to
  

20     , because I knew  could pick his
  

21     radio up and call  in a second.
  

22        Q.   Wouldn't  have been face to
  

23     face, which is better?
  

24        A.   He didn't have a radio.  He doesn't have a
  

25     radio contact with the state -- he did not have
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1     anything to do with the state police radio.
  
2        Q.   Right.  But if you have a radio and you
  
3     communicate with , he is now face to face
  
4     with .  No?
  
5        A.   , he had one portable radio, which
  
6     was transmitting the majority of the time.  I don't
  
7     know what he was specifically on, but he was
  
8     probably on the fire EMS side.  He would have never
  
9     heard us call.  We could have called all day long.
  

10     We had six radios monitoring every channel.  They
  

11     had one portable to manage those six.  If you guys
  

12     got the printouts from the 911 Center, so you saw
  

13     there's 5900 transmissions in a 24-hour -- I think
  

14     from that half-hour period, there was 1900
  

15     transmissions.
  

16        Q.   So you could not reach him, is what you're
  

17     saying.
  

18        A.   Well, I could have not reached him on a
  

19     radio.  Where the state police had their own
  

20     frequency,  could have picked his radio up
  

21     and called , and  would have answered
  

22     that radio over his phone call.  I guarantee he
  

23     would have answered his phone call.
  

24        Q.   So I just want to confirm then.  So you
  

25     were not able to contact ; is that
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1     what you're saying?
  
2        A.   Correct.  I was not -- and, you know, the
  
3     law enforcement side of that, that needed to go
  
4     through PSP.  Director  was not going to
  
5     tell -- go straight to the horse's mouth.  Why go
  
6     to Director  for him to walk down to tell
  
7     the state police when you could contact the state
  
8     police direct?  I mean, why would I tell him
  
9     something that I needed you to know?
  

10                :  Okay.  I don't have any
  

11     further questions.  We can go off the record.
  

12                (Off the record.)
  

13                :  Majority is beginning round
  

14     two.
  

15                         EXAMINATION
  

16     BY :
  

17        Q.   Sir, going to the day of the campaign
  

18     rally, can you just walk us through any morning
  

19     briefings you participated in?
  

20        A.   The only one that we were invited to,
  

21     myself and Director  went to the Butler
  

22     County ESU briefing.  I believe it was at 9:00 at
  

23     the Brady Paul Lodge.
  

24        Q.   And then who was present there?
  

25        A.   The only people outside of the ESU folks
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1     was Director  and myself.
  
2        Q.   Was there any information discussed about
  
3     known or suspected threats towards Former President
  
4     Trump discussed during the briefing?
  
5        A.   No.  It was the mission briefing for that
  
6     day, with the three things that they were tasked to
  
7     do, the assignments, and kind of a timeline of when
  
8     things were going to happen.
  
9        Q.   Was any information shared with you
  

10     regarding how a potential shooter situation would
  

11     be handled?
  

12        A.   That was addressed with ESU in their
  

13     operation plan that they gave that day.
  

14        Q.   Did the Secret Service at all provide you
  

15     with a map of your assignment?
  

16        A.   No.
  

17        Q.   Okay.  And if you could restate for the
  

18     record who gave you your assignment that day.
  

19        A.   The assignment to run the Command Post?
  

20        Q.   Yes.
  

21        A.   Director 
  

22        Q.   So at any point in time on July 13, was
  

23     there any information shared with you by the Secret
  

24     Service regarding communications to the agency who
  

25     saw something suspicious?
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1        A.   No, that was -- Commander  was the
  
2     contact for the Secret Service.
  
3        Q.   Sir, did you set up any cameras or other
  
4     surveillance on July 13?
  
5        A.   We did have -- we had the camera -- there's
  
6     two cameras mounted on the Command Post and -- just
  
7     the monitor the crowd.  And, actually, the one
  
8     camera was monitoring the main maintenance.  We
  
9     were able to watch the main entrance, where the
  

10     majority of the medical calls were.  The other was
  

11     just set up in the crowd.
  

12                :  Are those video feeds
  

13     recorded?
  

14                :  No.
  

15     BY :
  

16        Q.   Whose cameras were they?
  

17        A.   They were the ones that were fixed on the
  

18     -- there was two camera systems on the County
  

19     Command Post.
  

20        Q.   Who has custody of those cameras?  Whose
  

21     property are those cameras?
  

22        A.   The County of Butler.  But, like I said,
  

23     they were not -- they're not recorded.
  

24        Q.   This was just a live --
  

25        A.   Yeah, we were just able to monitor what was
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1     going on with the -- like where the mags entrance
  
2     was and where the actual -- we could see the crowd.
  
3        Q.   Is there a reason why a recording wasn't
  
4     taken?
  
5        A.   No.  We've never recorded any of the other
  
6     events.  We were just -- they're not a super high
  
7     quality camera.  There's no gimbal in it, so they
  
8     just kind of sit there and shake.  You would have
  
9     never been able to watch a recording.  They were
  

10     just -- we didn't even watch them the majority of
  

11     the time, because they would just turn.  Anybody
  

12     would move, they were just -- it was horrible.
  

13        Q.   Were there any camera recordings at all
  

14     that day that were taken?
  

15        A.   No.  There's no camera systems that are
  

16     monitoring inside.  The only thing -- all the radio
  

17     frequencies, those were all monitored and recorded.
  

18     I think you guys have all those.
  

19        Q.   Were there any other Butler technology
  

20     specialists that were deployed during July 13
  

21     during that day?
  

22        A.   No.  I'm the only one.
  

23        Q.   Did you work with any other technology
  

24     personnel from other law enforcement agencies or
  

25     the Secret Service?
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1        A.   No.  We were not asked for any assistance
  
2     or asked to, you know, collaborate with anybody
  
3     else.
  
4        Q.   Were you aware of any other technology
  
5     personnel that were on-site that day?
  
6        A.   No.
  
7        Q.   Were you aware that local law enforcement
  
8     officers were using Signal to communicate with one
  
9     another?
  

10        A.   Yes.
  

11        Q.   Was this standard procedure?
  

12        A.   Yes.
  

13        Q.   Is that located in an operational handbook
  

14     or --
  

15        A.   No.  There's nothing -- they don't have
  

16     that in their office.  They just -- they've used
  

17     Signal because it's an encrypted app.  They just
  

18     use it to -- more of an ESU group.
  

19        Q.   As the safety technology specialist, did
  

20     you provide a recommended method of communication
  

21     to law enforcement personnel on the 13th?
  

22        A.   Ours was all through via radio.
  

23        Q.   Did you recommend that to the officers?
  

24        A.   It really wasn't -- that's just the
  

25     standard.  That was -- that wasn't even a question.
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1     That was going to be -- that was going to be the
  
2     number one.  You know side things, you know, I
  
3     guess the ESU, I'm sure they have -- they had their
  
4     own little groups between the snipers, and -- you
  
5     know, that was -- that's their gig, not ours.
  
6        Q.   And if you needed to communicate with other
  
7     law enforcement personnel, how did you do that?
  
8        A.   Through the radio.
  
9        Q.   Were you aware of a Pennsylvania State
  

10     Police radio that was supposed to be in the local
  

11     command trailer?
  

12        A.   Yes.  That's the one we had that did not
  

13     work.
  

14        Q.   Was there a trooper that was assigned to
  

15     that radio?
  

16        A.   No.  We were given that radio early in the
  

17     morning, told what channel to be on, and it was for
  

18     the purpose of listening to the motorcade.  It
  

19     really wasn't to -- there's always been this --
  

20     between the state was -- you know, the state has
  

21     never shared anything with the locals, ever.  So we
  

22     got -- the portable was to monitor the movement of
  

23     the motorcade.
  

24        Q.   And so you had stated that radio was not
  

25     working?
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1        A.   We never heard anything on it, and there's
  
2     a -- it's a quick -- the new -- our radio systems
  
3     were like a cellphone.  So you have to be on a
  
4     system.  If you go out of range, it's like a
  
5     cellphone.  It just bonks and says, "Out of range."
  
6     Probably an hour and a half that radio was out of
  
7     range.  Even if they were talking on it, we
  
8     wouldn't have heard anything.  So we were not
  
9     hearing the local -- state that day.  That was
  

10     specific for the motorcade.
  

11        Q.   When did you learn or figure out that the
  

12     radio was not working?
  

13        A.   Oh, it obnoxiously beeps every ten seconds
  

14     that it's out of range.
  

15        Q.   Did you contact anyone to get that fixed?
  

16        A.   Yes.  We contacted Lt.  to verify the
  

17     frequency, that we were on the right frequency, and
  

18     we also verified with Sgt. if it was on the
  

19     right frequency.  We tested the radio with 
  

20     and were able to hear him, but we never heard any
  

21     other communications.
  

22        Q.   So they never came to fix it or do anything
  

23     else.
  

24        A.   No.  No.
  

25        Q.   Did you ever receive any pictures of the
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1     eventual shooter on July 13?
  
2        A.   Yes, through the Signal app.
  
3        Q.   Who sent those to you, sir?
  
4        A.   That was, I believe -- I think it was
  
5     .  I'm not sure who on the ESU sent it, but
  
6     he sent it out in the group chat, the picture.
  
7        Q.   Was there any delay, to your knowledge, in
  
8     receipt of that photo?
  
9        A.   From the actual time he sent it to the time
  

10     we received it was when -- that's when they
  

11     immediately gave all the information out.
  

12        Q.   Okay.  And did you then forward that
  

13     picture on to anyone else?
  

14        A.   I did not.
  

15        Q.   And then once you were at your assigned
  

16     post in the local -- in the command trailer, did
  

17     you ever receive any communications or updates from
  

18     the Secret Service whatsoever?
  

19        A.   No.
  

20        Q.   Did the Secret Service or anyone else from
  

21     law enforcement tell you to watch for drones?
  

22        A.   The only thing that was brought up with the
  

23     drones was at the Butler ESU briefing, that they
  

24     said if they did knock one of the drones down, that
  

25     they were requesting if one of our QRF guys could
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1     maybe go out and retrieve the drone.  That was the
  
2     only thing that was brought up about a drone.  If
  
3     they dropped one, for them to go out and try and
  
4     retrieve it.
  
5        Q.   Did you ever see any drones flying during
  
6     the day of the rally?
  
7        A.   We were in the Command Post the entire day.
  
8        Q.   The entire day.  Can you give the hours?
  
9        A.   So the briefing was at 9:00.  Commander
  

10     and myself went to the Command Post.  10:00 is
  

11     when we officially started, because the crowd was
  

12     starting to arrive.  The only time that we left was
  

13     we left to get lunch.  We walked down to the Brady
  

14     Paul.  I left.  Got it.  Brought it back.
  

15     Commander  went down, so there was always one
  

16     of us there.
  

17                Then , Commander 
  

18     joined us at like 3:00.  But after Commander 
  

19     -- the only time we left was to go to the bathroom,
  

20     get food, and we were there till 9:30 that night.
  

21     We never left.
  

22        Q.   Did the Secret Service ever make it known
  

23     to you, sir, that their unmanned aerial system or
  

24     detection system was delayed in being operational?
  

25        A.   No.
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1        Q.   Were you ever asked at any point by anyone
  
2     to arrange for drone coverage at any point prior to
  
3     July 13?
  
4        A.   The county, no.
  
5        Q.   By anyone?
  
6        A.   No.
  
7        Q.   Did you ever suggest to anyone the use of
  
8     drones to surveil?
  
9        A.   I did not, but I believe Commander  and
  

10     -- they may have had that conversation with
  

11     somebody, but not with us.  The county has a drone.
  

12     We did not have it that day.
  

13        Q.   Do you know -- "with someone," who was that
  

14     someone?
  

15        A.   I don't know.  I don't know who they were
  

16     talking about to get a drone.  That, I don't know.
  

17        Q.   Did  come up with that idea on his own,
  

18     or did you have discussions with him about the
  

19     utility of a drone?
  

20        A.   The drone never came up until the picture
  

21     of the individual, and that was between him and
  

22     Commander .
  

23        Q.   So could you just drill down on that a bit
  

24     more, sir.  So when the picture of the suspicious
  

25     individual or the eventual shooter, Mr. Crooks,
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1     came through, that then spurred discussion about
  
2     deploying a drone?
  
3        A.   The immediate one was -- the information
  
4     was disseminated to everybody that we could get it
  
5     out to.  Sheriffs, state police, both frequencies.
  
6     That local Butler Township Police, ESU tactical
  
7     group.  Then the drone itself, I don't know whether
  
8     there was -- they thought that the state -- that
  
9     the Secret Service had a drone, but I don't believe
  

10     -- in that initial conversation, the only time that
  

11     I recall a drone coming up was after the fact they
  

12     needed something to clear the water tower before
  

13     they sent anybody out, and that's when the
  

14     conversation of getting a drone -- of us getting a
  

15     drone.
  

16        Q.   Okay.  Around what time was that?
  

17        A.   I would say probably an hour after the
  

18     fact.  And that was just to clear the water tower
  

19     before they -- because they didn't have everything
  

20     entirely cleared.  When they found the backpack and
  

21     stuff, they wanted to clear the water tower, and
  

22     that's when that was brought up.
  

23        Q.   Have you had any prior experience at a
  

24     large event utilizing drones?
  

25        A.   No.  The county has just recently got a
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1     drone, and we usually don't -- we have never
  
2     deployed it at a -- we've never really had any huge
  
3     -- large events that we've used it at.  We've used
  
4     it as a training tool.  We've never used it at an
  
5     event.
  
6        Q.   Now knowing that that resource of a drone
  
7     was available, did you ever think to suggest that
  
8     that might be useful from a sort of safety or
  
9     precautionary standpoint?
  

10        A.   I don't know whether Director  had
  

11     the conversation, but I know that it was made early
  

12     on in one of the planning meetings that law
  

13     enforcement was the only one that was able to fly a
  

14     drone.  We didn't even have ours there that day, so
  

15     I don't think there was ever any discussion of the
  

16     county having the drone available, or for us to
  

17     ever -- we wouldn't have had anybody to actually
  

18     fly a drone that day anyway.  It would have been a
  

19     law enforcement agency that would have had the
  

20     drone.
  

21        Q.   Okay.  And you would have had to
  

22     potentially use a private contractor to deploy a
  

23     drone?
  

24        A.   Yes.
  

25        Q.   Okay.  So let's move to the shooting, sir.
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1     Can you just describe what was going on at your
  
2     Command Post, your communication via radio, in
  
3     person, and other means during the shooting?
  
4        A.   Prior to the shooting, after they gave the
  
5     information out, there was -- they were looking for
  
6     the individual.  I think in the radio transmission,
  
7     like right before that occurred, there was a
  
8     missing child that they were -- they had kind of
  
9     given out.  Then there were some other minor issues
  

10     that we were just monitoring.
  

11                We really weren't -- there wasn't
  

12     nothing that the tactical team was tasked to do.
  

13     There was some issues with like what they call the
  

14     cattle gate.  They were concerned that people were
  

15     leaning against it.  They were concerned that, when
  

16     the motorcade come in, that they might knock it
  

17     over.  So there was some resources from the state
  

18     police that was moved out.
  

19                So really up until the shooting, we were
  

20     just -- they were just -- you know, the ESU was to
  

21     do their two teams, and there was nothing for them
  

22     -- they weren't launched to go search the
  

23     individual.  That was the perimeter group.
  

24                Now, the sheriff's department, they had
  

25     people around the perimeter.  That stuff was given
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1     to them.  They gave their information out to those
  
2     people.  They're a separate agency than ours.
  
3     They're in the Command Post, and they look -- you
  
4     know, nothing was relayed back to us, you know.
  
5     The sheriff's department were aware of it, and
  
6     nobody physically saw him.
  
7        Q.   Okay.  Can you explain, generally, the
  
8     technology posture once the first shots were fired?
  
9        A.   It was -- I mean, as soon as the shots were
  

10     fired, everybody just immediately -- I mean, he
  

11     immediately launched -- you know, Commander --
  

12     all the QRF teams went out.  The second QRF team,
  

13     the Beaver team, was immediately moved up to the
  

14     Command Post closer.
  

15                The EMS side of it immediately went in
  

16     to take care of the casualties.  And it just -- it
  

17     was -- it wasn't chaotic at all.  It was just -- I
  

18     mean, it was one hundred percent uptake and being
  

19     busy.
  

20        Q.   Were the radios operational?
  

21        A.   Yes.
  

22        Q.   What were you witnessing at that time?
  

23        A.   I mean, if you listen to the radio, it was
  

24     just -- I mean, at one point, just -- you know, to
  

25     monitor -- we all had -- I had two portables in my
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1     hand just for the fact that I knew that we could
  
2     not scan -- that you would never hear it -- just to
  
3     be able to monitor both of them at the same time.
  
4     I was just monitoring any overflow that  and
  
5     Commander  didn't hear, and they were able to
  
6     -- they were able to keep up with it.
  
7        Q.   Were you calling out any instructions to
  
8     anyone at that juncture, sir?
  
9        A.   No, that was -- Commander  was the tact
  

10     command.  He was making all the decisions of the
  

11     tact.
  

12        Q.   Within a minute of the first shot being
  

13     fired, someone stated over the radio that the
  

14     shooter was down.  Do you recall hearing that
  

15     transmission?
  

16        A.   Yes.
  

17        Q.   Then is that how you learned that the
  

18     shooter was down?
  

19        A.   Yeah.  That, and the -- I don't know what
  

20     this -- the actual timeframe that the first ESU
  

21     guys got up there.  But, I mean, it was given over
  

22     both frequencies that the shooter was down.
  

23     Because there was questions that ESU had listening
  

24     to the stuff.  You know, how many shooters were at
  

25     the location, and then prior to that, and then as
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1     soon as the shooter was down.  It didn't slow down
  
2     any, because they still had casualties.  They were
  
3     still trying to sort out who was injured, who
  
4     wasn't injured.  It was -- it wasn't chaotic and it
  
5     was -- I mean, every obstacle was taken care of.
  
6        Q.   Okay.  Just a few questions for me and then
  
7     I'll turn to my colleague.  So what was your
  
8     assignment right after the shooting?
  
9        A.   It didn't change.  We just -- you know, any
  

10     assistance they needed.  Those two were still
  

11     manning their two frequencies.  I was just there to
  

12     back them up, anything they needed.
  

13        Q.   How long did you stay at the Command Post
  

14     after the shooting, sir?
  

15        A.   I was there till 3:30 in the morning.
  

16        Q.   Was that by anyone's instruction or on your
  

17     own volition you remained at the post?
  

18        A.   Well, Director  after the -- I
  

19     don't know when the Secret Service one closed down,
  

20     but the ESU was all congregated, our Command Post.
  

21     We didn't -- the operations kind of slowed down to
  

22     where we weren't doing anything.  The ESU was
  

23     staged at the Command Post.
  

24                So then somebody at 11:00 got the bright
  

25     idea that the FBI would -- they said, "Well, you
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1     guys are all here.  We'll send ten guys down and
  
2     interview all your guys."  So that took two and a
  
3     half hours.  They used the Command Post to do that.
  
4        Q.   Okay.  So the Command Post was operational
  
5     until 3:30 a.m., the local Command Post.
  
6        A.   Yes, we left.  Yep.
  
7        Q.   Did traffic, radio traffic continue?
  
8        A.   No.  The radio traffic slowed down by 9:00.
  
9     I mean, the biggest thing after the event was
  

10     clearing the buildings, dealing with the
  

11     possibility of the explosives and, you know, the
  

12     casualties were taken care of within, I would say,
  

13     15, 20 minutes.
  

14        Q.   Did you assist with the state police, the
  

15     Secret Service, or any FBI investigations on July
  

16     13?
  

17        A.   You mean after the fact?
  

18        Q.   That day.
  

19        A.   No.  No.  I mean, other than the FBI coming
  

20     down and wanting to use the trailer to interview
  

21     the ESU guys, the state police, the Secret Service
  

22     never come down to the Command Post.
  

23        Q.   So the FBI was actively interviewing folks
  

24     in your Command Post while you were still doing
  

25     your job?
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1        A.   There was no radio traffic, so we actually
  
2     -- there's three separate compartments.  We were
  
3     still able to listen to the radios, but everybody
  
4     who would have been talking on the radio was
  
5     standing right there.  So they used the center
  
6     section to do their interviews.
  
7        Q.   Did you assist filling out -- assist with
  
8     filling out any forms for the FAA?
  
9        A.   No.  Commander  was tasked to do
  

10     that.  Whenever they decided to fly the drone to do
  

11     the water tower, he had to go over and fill some
  

12     paperwork out.
  

13        Q.   Did you participate in any debriefings
  

14     related to July 13?
  

15        A.   Yes.  With the ESU debriefing the following
  

16     Tuesday, and I was involved with the county's
  

17     through -- for the fire and EMS agencies, and then
  

18     I also participated in the Pennsylvania State
  

19     Police After Action.
  

20        Q.   Have you spoken at all or been in contact
  

21     with the Secret Service since July 13th?
  

22        A.   I have never been in contact with any
  

23     Secret Service.
  

24        Q.   Okay.  Did you take possession of any
  

25     phones or other technology after the incident?
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1        A.   No.  The county does not -- the county did
  
2     not own any -- no.
  
3        Q.   Okay.  And then, just my last question --
  
4        A.   Well, I take it -- other than the radio, I
  
5     mean, I've maintained -- I've made probably 40
  
6     copies of the -- for all the requests.  I've done
  
7     all the radio logs.  All the radio stuff he has
  
8     got, I've made all of those.
  
9        Q.   So just to be clear, also, no video, no
  

10     surveillance video.
  

11        A.   No.
  

12        Q.   You're in possession of no surveillance
  

13     video at all?
  

14        A.   No.
  

15        Q.   What technology improvements would you make
  

16     for an event of this size for a political rally in
  

17     the future?
  

18        A.   Satellite communication on the Command
  

19     Post.
  

20        Q.   Have you used satellite previously?
  

21        A.   I have not personally used it.  I have seen
  

22     it operate, and it's just foolproof.  I mean, the
  

23     issues that we had that day, they had -- we didn't
  

24     have -- they had the same problem at the 2020, but
  

25     they brought in their own cell tower, because he
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1     was a sitting president.  So all the fire, EMS --
  
2     the FirstNet guys walked around and gave us all jet
  
3     packs.  The crowd, nobody could make a phone call
  
4     or text message in the crowd.  All fire and EMS,
  
5     they were all given -- I mean, a guy walked over to
  
6     the box with all the Jetpacks.  He gave us a box
  
7     full of Jetpacks connected to their servers that
  
8     day, but they had a million-dollar cell tower set
  
9     up right there exclusively for that.
  

10                :  Thank you, sir.
  

11                         EXAMINATION
  

12     BY :
  

13        Q.   I'm just going to drill down on a couple
  

14     quick things and then a couple one-offs.  So you
  

15     mentioned that with your CAD System you can patch
  

16     different radio channels in.
  

17        A.   That's the -- the CAD System is the -- the
  

18     CAD dispatching, there's a --
  

19        Q.   Console.
  

20        A.   Yeah, that we can patch different channels,
  

21     sir.  Yes, we can.
  

22        Q.   With your console you can patch in
  

23     different channels.  You said normally you don't
  

24     have access to PSP, but from your console, are you
  

25     able to patch in?
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1        A.   Not normally, never.  And we do not have
  
2     any direct -- we cannot patch for that.  Not to
  
3     take up your time, but five years ago when we
  
4     bought the radio system, they spent $300,000 for
  
5     the capability to do that.  And "Great idea.  We're
  
6     going to do it," and it's been shot down.
  
7     Miraculously, the week after this happened, guess
  
8     who contacted us?  They said, "Hey, we're going to
  
9     get this up and running."
  

10        Q.   Okay.
  

11        A.   So prior to that, it's not -- it's never --
  

12     I mean, I have worked at that 911 Center, and we --
  

13     there was an older system where before it was
  

14     encrypted, they were able to patch.  That went away
  

15     ten years ago.  They used it maybe one time.  Other
  

16     than that, we -- I can patch any other county
  

17     agency, any other of the surrounding counties, we
  

18     can patch them all day long.  State police, they're
  

19     on their own.
  

20        Q.   But the capabilities exist.
  

21        A.   Yeah, they exist.  And it works.
  

22        Q.   You talked about these two different
  

23     security cameras that were on top of the Command
  

24     Post.  You guys were able to view some stuff.  At
  

25     any point prior to the first shots being fired,
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1     were you able to see the Secret Service snipers on
  
2     the roof?
  
3        A.   No.  Where the Command Post was positioned,
  
4     there was two doors.  We're in the back side of the
  
5     door.  If we -- because we did, we opened the door
  
6     whenever the motorcade came in, but there's -- did
  
7     you walk the site at all?
  
8        Q.   I have.
  
9        A.   So are you familiar with where those -- are
  

10     you familiar with where the County Command Post is
  

11     at?
  

12        Q.   Approximately.
  

13        A.   So looking directly out, there is those big
  

14     giant trees where that Brady Paul Lodge is.  We
  

15     could not see the snipers on the roof -- the Secret
  

16     Service guys on the roof.
  

17        Q.   From either like any windows, doors being
  

18     open, or the cameras.
  

19        A.   No.  Well, I take it back.  The camera in
  

20     the front, we never swung it around far enough to
  

21     view them.  We were just viewing the crowd.  The
  

22     front camera might have been able to get there, but
  

23     I know that we didn't have it turned around to
  

24     watch them.  We were watching the crowd.
  

25                The camera to the rear, you would have
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1     not seen it.  It was the same view.  You look out
  
2     the back window, and there's giant trees, and you
  
3     could not see it.  Now, after the fact -- you know,
  
4     we saw the pictures on the news, you know, all
  
5     those ones, but --
  
6        Q.   Have you talked to anyone who was in the
  
7     Command Post on July 13 about they may have been
  
8     able to see the snipers prior to the first shot
  
9     being fired?
  

10        A.   The Secret Service snipers?
  

11        Q.   Correct.
  

12        A.    and Commander  we were all in
  

13     the same -- there's no windows in it.  There's just
  

14     a door that opens to that side.  They would have
  

15     had the same view that I would have seen.  I mean,
  

16     I think I have a picture that I took from the
  

17     window -- or from the backdoor.  It was just a big
  

18     -- there's a giant tree right there that you
  

19     couldn't see.
  

20                :  That covers my questions.
  

21                :  Do you have any followup?
  

22                :  I have just one followup.
  

23                         EXAMINATION
  

24     BY :
  

25        Q.   What is a Jetpack?
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1        A.   It's like -- that Verizon gives you to
  
2     connect to the internet.
  
3        Q.   Like a hotspot?
  
4        A.   Yeah.  They're called Jetpacks.  And they
  
5     just have -- I mean, they make those, you know,
  
6     available to everybody.  They work great.
  
7                :  I understand.  Thank you.
  
8                :  Okay, sir.  We are wrapped
  
9     up.  Thank you again.  We can go off the record.
  

10                (Off the record.)
  

11                (Witness excused.)
  

12                (This interview concluded at 5:13
  

13     o'clock p.m.)
  

14                         - - - - -
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