10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

TASK FORCE ON THE
ATTEMPTED ASSASSI NATI ON

OF DONALD J. TRUMP

| NTERVI EW OF: [
Thur sday, September 5, 2024

Pittsburgh Marriott North
100 Cranberry Wbods Drive

Cranberry Township, PA 16066

The interview in the above matter was held

person, comencing at 9:00 a.m

n
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APPEARANCES:

FOR THE MAJORI TY COUNSEL:

I 'ask Force Majority Senior Counsel
I 'ask Force Majority Counsel
I Dcputy Staff Director Majority

Counsel

FOR THE M NORI TY COUNSEL:

, Staff Director Mnority
Counsel

I | hvestigative Counsel, Mnority.
I | nvestigative Counsel, Mnority.

M NORI TY EXHI BI' T PAGE
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B oday is Thursday,

September 5, 2024, and this is a transcribed
interview of |G

House Resol ution 1367 directed this Task
Force to investigate the facts and circumstances of
the attenpted assassination of Donald Trunmp on
July 13, 2024 in Butler, Pennsylvani a.

Pursuant to House Resolution 1367,
Chai rman Kelly and Ranki ng Member Crow have
requested this interview as part of the Task Force
i nvestigati on.
BY [

Q. Can the witness please state their name and

spell their last name for the record.

A sure. W name is [
]

Q. Thank you, |G W nrane is
_. | "' ma senior counsel with the Task

Force Majority Staff.

| want to thank you for comng in here
today for this interview. The Task Force
recogni zes and appreci ates that you came here
voluntarily.

You're allowed to have an attorney

present to advise you during this interview. Do
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you have an attorney representing you in a personal
capacity present with you today?
A. No.
Q. Thank you.
Is there also an attorney representing
your enpl oyer, Butler County?
A. We have a solicitor, but she's not here,
obvi ously.
Q. Thank you.
B Next, starting with the
Majority and the Mnority, can the additional staff
menbers please introduce thenmselves with their
name, title and affiliation.
Seni or Counsel, Task Force Majority Staff.

BN B Scnior Counsel,

Maj ority Task Force Staff.

I BN Dcputy Staff
Director for the Majority.

- B ]
Staff Director for the Mnority.

I
I nvestigative Counsel, Mnority.

BN Good norning,
I BN | vestigative
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Counsel, Mnority.

B  Thank you, all.
BY I
Q. I bcfore we begin, 1'd like to

go over just a couple ground rules for this

intervi ew.

A. Okay.

Q. The way this interview will proceed is as
foll ows:

The Majority and Mnority Staff wl
alternate asking you questions, 30 m nutes per side
per round, until each side is finished with their
questioni ng.

The Majority Staff will begin and
proceed for 30 m nutes, and then the Mnority Staff
will have 30 m nutes to ask questions. We will
then alternate back and forth in this manner until
both sides have no nore questions.

If either side is in the mddle of a
specific Iine of questions, they may choose to end
a few m nutes past an hour to ensure conpletion of
that specific line of questioning, including any
pertinent foll owups.

In this interview, while one menber of

the staff for each side may | ead the questi oning,
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additional staff may ask questi ons.

There's a court reporter taking down
everything you say and everything | say to nmake a
written record of the interview. For the record to
be clear, please wait until the staffer questioning
you has finished each question before you begin
your answer, and the staffer will wait until you
finish your response before proceeding to the next
gquesti on.

Further, to ensure the court reporter
can properly record this interview, please speak
clearly, concisely and slowy.

Al so, the court reporter cannot record
nonver bal answers, such as noddi ng or shaking your
head. So it's important that you answer each
guestion with an audi bl e, verbal answer.

Do you understand?

A. Yes.

Q. We want you to answer our questions in the
most conplete and truthful manner possible, so we
will take our tinme.

I f you have any questions or you do not
fully understand the question, please |et us know.
We will attenpt to clarify, add context to, or

rephrase our questions.
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Do you understand?

A. Yes.

Q. | f we ask about specific conversations or
events in the past and you are unable to recall the
exact words or details, you should testify to the
substance of those conversations or events to the
best of your recollection.

If you recall only part of the
conversation or event, you should give us your best
recoll ection of those events or parts of the
conversations that you do recall.

Do you understand?

A. Yes.
Q. Al t hough you are here voluntarily and we
will not swear you in, you' re required pursuant to

18 U.S. Code 8 1001 to answer questions from
Congress truthfully. This also applies to

guesti ons posed by congressional staff in an

interview.
Do you understand?
A. Yes.
Q. If at any time you knowi ngly make false

statements, you can be subject to crim nal
prosecuti on.

Do you understand?
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A. Yes.

Q. s there any reason you are unable to
provide truthful testinony in today's interview?

A. No.

Q. Pl ease note that if you wish to assert
privilege over any statement today, that assertion
must apply with the rules of the House of
Representatives.

For the Chair to consider assertions of
privilege over testinmny or statements, wi tnesses
or entities must clearly state the specific
privilege being asserted and the reason for the
assertion on or before the schedul ed day of
testi nony or appearing.

Do you understand?

A. Yes.
Q. Finally, 1'd like to note that the content
of what we discuss today is confidential. W ask

t hat you not speak about what we discuss here today
in this interview to any outside individual in
order to preserve the integrity of this
I nvesti gation.

For those same reasons, the marked
exhi bits used today will be provided to the court

reporter so that they may go on the official
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transcript, and any copies of those exhibits will
be returned to us when we wrap up.

We plan to take a break at the end of
each 30 m nutes of questioning, but if you need a
| onger break or a break before that, please |et us
know and we are happy to accommodat e.

However, to the extent that there's a
pendi ng question, we would ask that you finish
answering the questioning before we take a break.

Do you understand?

A. Yes.

Q. Do you have any questions before we begin?
A. No.

Q. It is now the time the Majority Staff will

begin its questioning:

B | Ust as an initial
matter, can you wal k us through your job title and
your responsibilities for your job?

A. Yes. So ny job title is Director of
Emergency Services for the County of Butler. Wy
primary job responsibilities are 911 within the
County of Butler.

| do all the dispatching for all the
fire, police and EMS agencies, with the exclusion

of Pennsylvania State Police. W handle all of the
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911 calls within the borders of Butler County.

And my second side of my job is
emer gency management. So we work with the | ocal
muni ci palities to plan for events or respond to
events that may occur within their borders.

We act as a resource for them and as a
i ai son between them and the Pennsyl vania Emergency
Management Agency and the federal Emergency
Management Agency.

Q. Can you talk a little bit about the
exclusion of the Pennsylvania State Police for
handling job responsibilities?

A. Pennsyl vania State Police has their own
di spat ch. So calls that come in that are in
muni ci palities that do not have a municipal police
departnment are transferred to the state police
because they have to have some police coverage. So
the Pennsylvania State Police take over those
areas.

It's probably around 60 percent.
Butl er County is rural enough that they don't have
their own nunicipal police departnment.

Q. Okay.

A. So calls that come in for service in those

areas are transferred to their dispatch center at
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the | ocal barracks.

Q. And how | ong have you worked there?

A. |*ve been at the county for 12 1/2 years.

Q. So for the July 13th event -- | think we're
going to call it the July 13th event, generally.

A. Sure.

Q. When did you first become aware that that

event was taking place?

A. So one of ny Staff menbers, one of ny
deputies got a phone call fromthe Secret Service
on -- it would have been July 5th, Friday,

July 5th, asking for us to attend a meeting on
Monday, July 8th at All egheny County's emergency
operation center, Allegheny County 911.

So nyself and four of nmy staff menbers,
who are all part of our EMA staff, attended a
meeting down there, a 1:00 meeting down there,
where the Secret Service basically introduced
t hemsel ves, kind of gave a timeline of events that
were going to occur on the 13th, a rough timeline
of events, and then some contact information for
the individual agents and some of their areas of
responsibility.

At the conclusion of that very short

presentation, they broke out into different
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subsections. So because nmy responsibilities are
not police related -- we're nore life safety and
emer gency management -- we kind of broke off into

that group with the EMS fol ks and the emergency
management f ol ks.

So that was again just kind of a neet
and greet. There was really not much substance to
t hat meeting. "Here's some basic guidelines of
what we'd |like you to have avail able as far as
resources."” Like a HAZMAT team a decon area,
things |ike that.

Q. Okay. And that meeting, initial meeting,

with Secret Service and a neeting where you all

branched off into the EMS-specific type group, that

was probably Iike a week before the event?
That was the Monday before the event.
Monday ?

It was the 8th of July.

o > 0 »

And then before that, that first contact
you had gotten about hey, you know, you're talKking
with your team when did that phone call happen?

A. The first phone call to meet the Secret
Service was July 5th.

Q. Okay.

A. And that was just a phone call saying be at
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this meeting on Monday, July 8th. That was it.

Q. Okay. So, you know, in the course of that
meeting, you have a brief presentation with the
Secret Service and you've broken off into your
smal | groups.

Are any folks fromthe Secret Service in
those small group meetings?

A. Yes. The individual for life safety, was
not there. He was on an additional detail.

However, one of the other agents kind of
met with us basically to tell us that he wasn't
there and he'd have nmore informati on when we met
with him  So...

Q. And that life safety individual fromthe
Secret Service, was that their title as described
to you?

A. That's what they -- she told us that he was
the agent in charge of the life safety stuff. And

t hat was nmore |i ke HAZMAT and, you know, how many

fire trucks they wanted there and things |ike that.
So. ..

Q. Had your team been part of working a type
of event like this before where there would be a

presidential rally in your area that you'd be

wor ki ng?
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A. Yes. 2020. October of 2020.

Then- Presi dent Trump came to Butler County.

Q. At that nmeeting on July 8th where you're
meeting with the Secret Service and then you're in
smal | groups, was there any di scussion at the time,
if you recall, about where you'd be |ocated for the
event, day of?

Li ke what your assignments would be?
Li ke what you'd be handling?

A. No. They didn't even have a | ayout of
where the stage was going to be or any of the --
you know, how the grounds were going to be set up.
We had no idea.

So they didn't know that information at
that time. At |least they didn't share it with us.

Q. So wal king away from the July 8th meeting,
what did you think that your responsibilities were
going to be for the rally?

A. That we were going to have to gather enough
resources fromthe local fire department and EMS
agencies to cover the expected attendees, make sure
t hat our county HAZMAT team was avail able, and
obvi ously we had fire resources available if they
required for decontam nati on.

Q. So after July 8th, you did not know |ike
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where you'd be physically stationed at the event?

A. No.

Q. Can you wal k us through |ike when you
| earned where you'd be stationed at the July 13th
event ?

A. So | probably didn't know for myself in
particular where I'd be until probably the Thursday
before the event.

But as far as |like where the stage was
set up, we probably |learned that the Tuesday after
that nmeeting. So it would have been what? 9th?

There was a subsequent wal kt hrough on
the site, on the grounds with some of the police
staff, and two of ny staff members attended. | was
unable to attend because | had a previous
comm t ment .

But then after that, we met at the
Pennsyl vania State Police barracks for around an
hour or so, and the Secret Service at that time had
more of an idea of how the stage was going to be
| ai d out and how the grounds were going to be laid
out .

So while there were | aw enforcement
representatives there fromthe Pennsylvania State

Police, we did not -- we discussed where our stuff
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was going, |like where we wanted to set up for, you
know, treatment of anybody who may be there or
wher e our command post was going to be set up,
where, you know -- that's really what we discussed.

Those are the things that we had, our
responsibility. So...

Q. Can you just repeat what equi pment and what
facilities that you guys were going to be
responsi ble for setting up?

A. So we were responsible, obviously, for life
safety and fire safety. So we wanted to make sure
t hat we had adequate resources there.

At that nmeeting, one of the Secret
Service agents -- and | can't speak to which
one -- made the coment that an event that occurred
in the very recent past in Norfolk, Virginia with
t he heat had over 200 heat-related ill nesses.

So right away, we knew that our | ocal
heal t hcare system woul d not be able to handle 200
peopl e being transported to their facility. So we
wanted to try to conme up with a plan that would
keep patients fromgoing to the hospital and
per haps we could treat them on scene.

So that's what we were | ooking at after

that. After that meeting we started tal king about
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that, and that's part of our job role.

So, you know, we set up a portable
hospital onsite. W had a portable cooling center.
And we used resources from the Pennsyl vani a
Depart ment of Health that they have avail able for
t hat .

So we also set up -- we had eight
command posts: our county command posts that has
all of our equipment in it, our radio systens, a
di spatch consol e, conputers. Real |l y, everything
you need to have it be a mobile 911 center in a
nut shel | . I nternet, dedicated Internet, things
l'i ke that. So we had that there.

We al so had -- the county has a UTV
vehicle, |like a four-wheel drive vehicle, that we
could transport patients on. So we had that there.

Q. Okay. And on the day of the event,
July 13th, you were not in the local trailer;
right?

A. No, | was not. | was in the Secret Service
security room

Q. And when did you learn that you'd be
assigned to be in the security roon?

A. Probably the Thursday. It really wasn't an

assi gnnment . It was asked by the Secret Service for
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one person fromthe county to be in there, and by
default, | was there.

Q. Who from the county asked you to be in the
command post?

A. Nobody asked me from the county. I'"'mthe
ultimate in charge of the county emergency
services' side of it for my staff.

So ny staff were all tied up in other
duti es. I had one guy that's a communi cati ons guy
t hat was working with the ESU. | had one guy who
was a HAZMAT guy. He was working with the HAZMAT
team | had one guy who was an EMS guy. He was
working with the EMS guy. And | had a planner, and
she was kind of coordinating recordkeeping.

So | was the only one that didn't have a
specific job role defined. So | took it upon
myself to be the liaison in the Secret Service
security room

| had done it in the past. I had done
it in 2020, so..

Q. So as a liaison in the Secret Service
command post, what did you understand that to mean
in terms of your responsibilities for the event?

A. So it wasn't very clear what our

responsibilities were, but I knew fromin the past
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it was completely different from when we were there
in 2020 because they had el ements of | aw
enforcement, fire, and EMS in there at that tine.
This time they didn't ask for any of that. They
didn't make it clear they wanted anybody in there.
They just wanted one person.

So ny understandi ng was that | would act
as a liaison between them and whatever county
assets that they needed to talk to. So...

Q. And by county assets, are you referring to
emer gency nmedi cal services' assets?

A. Correct. And that's primarily what my role
was. You know, obviously with that day, it was
very hot. People started lining up before -- | got
there probably at 8:30 a.m and people were already
lined up where | couldn't see the end of the I|ine.
And it was already extremely warm t hat day.

So even before the gates open, we
started getting medical calls, and, you know, we
started handling those medical calls.

So when | was in the Secret Service
security room that's really all I did. They would
have sonmebody go down at the MAGs or in one of the
i nes. Somebody woul d approach one of their agents

or one of their staff and they'd relay it to the
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Secret Service conmmand post,

say, "Hey, we have somebody down at the MAGs," and
I"d dispatch a medical teamto that area.

Q. Okay. So you'd receive your instruction
the command post to field emergency services'’
requests on July 13th?

A. Yes.

Q. Who was your primary point of contact in
the Secret Service command post for --

A. There was a guy named i i n there.
That's all | know. | don't know his |ast nanme.
couldn't tell you.

Q. So let's back up a little bit to getting
into the command post, like in setting up for the
event .

Did you have any role in site
construction, setting up a stage?

A. No.

Q. Just mainly in setting up |ocal emergency
services --

A. Correct.

Q. -- equi pment and services throughout the
event ?

A. Correct. Coordi nate those resources,;
correct.

and then he'd verbally

n
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Q. Did you receive any, |like, maps, aerial
di agrams, or any type of documents from Secret
Service leading up to the July 13th event?

A. | don't believe |I did. One of my staff may
have and forwarded it on. There were sone maps
t hat we made ourselves. Some of them have been
rel eased that showed some | ocations with some of
the assets, but those were made by ny
communi cations GI'S guy, not by the Secret Service.

| don't recall any maps from the Secret
Service being comunicated to me.

Q. How many people were in the Secret Service
command post room on the day of the event?

A. So it varied. Dedi cated, there were five
that | remember. So two of those were people that
actually were in charge of maintenance on the
grounds, one was state police, and there were two
Secret Service. One was a drone, an anti-drone
guy, and one was the radio communicati ons guy.

But various times people canme in and
out. They were not in there the entire time.

Q. Can you wal k us through the different radio
connections that you had access to in the Secret
Service command post?

A. So | had only -- go ahead. Sorry. Finish
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your question.

Q. For instance, | know that you were fielding
a | ot of emergency services related to dispatch,
but do you recall, |ike, what frequency or channels
that you were working with to receive that
I nformation?

A. So let's kind of go through fromthe top

So the Secret Service has their own
radi o system the Pennsylvania State Police have
their own radio system They do not talk to each
ot her and they don't talk to my system

So our systemis a county-wi de system
that we run all fire, all municipal police
departments, and EMG agenci es on. So | was worKking
primarily on that.

Primarily for me, nost of ny traffic
woul d be on the EMS frequency. W have an EMS talk
group that we use.

So we have different talk groups for
each individual nodality. W have police talk
groups, we have fire talk groups, and we have EMS
tal k groups.

So we were primarily on the EMS talk
group.

Q. Okay. And being at the event, were you
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receiving any radi ofrequency traffic from any of

t hose other channels that you nmentioned?

A. So ny radio has a capability of receiving
traffic fromall of those. | did not hear nmuch
traffic on the police side, but I was nore focused

on the EMS side of things.

Q. Okay.

A. So you have to understand: A portable
radi o, when it's scanning, it only scans whatever
tal k groups that you put in it to scan. Ri ght ?

So it doesn't scan everything in the
system It would be too much. And even if it
woul d, you'd m ss transm ssions because if there's
a transm ssion on the EMS side that's going on and
t hen somebody keys up on the police side, you
woul dn't hear that because it's focusing on the EMS
side. So...

Q. OCkay.

A. That's why di spatch console is inmportant.
Di spatch consoles listen to pretty much everything
on different speakers.

Q. Prior to the event and getting radio setup,
do you recall any meetings or wal kt hroughs where
you're talking with Secret Service about radio

communi cati ons and what you're going to be on
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versus what they're going to be using?

A. No. They didn't care what we were on.
They had no interest in knowi ng about our system
So. ..

Q. I f you needed to get medical information to
Secret Service, how would you do that?

Can you wal k through receiving that
information and then getting into Secret Service
t he day of the event?
A. Medi cal information as far as dispatching?
So when they had somebody go down, they
communi cated to their command post, and he verbally
said, "Hey, we have somebody down at the MAGs."
That was the communications. And then |I would
appropriately dispatch it on our radio system
because our folks were all on radio.

Q. So going back to July 9th, you had a
meeting, you know. You're at the police barracks.
A. Yeah. We kind of inserted ourselves in

t hat neeting, yes.

Q. Okay. And what do you mean by inserting?

A. So we weren't really asked to come over
there. We kind of inserted ourselves in there so
we could try to get -- you have to understand we

had a short timeframe, and we were trying to get
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information as to where we could set up our assets.

So we kind of -- that meeting, I
believe, was supposed to be just nore tal king about
t he Pennsylvania State Police and Secret Service
and where the police assets were going to be, but
we kind of inserted ourselves in there to try to
get a site plan devel oped. You know, just try to
see where things were going to be so we could try
start the plan and strategize where we needed to
put our stuff.

Q. And was a plan solidified on July 9th?

No. It probably wasn't conmpletely
solidified until the Thursday wal kt hrough. That
was Thur sday morni ng.

Thur sday before the event is where we
kind of, fromny side of things, where we really
solidified where all of our equi pment was going to
be because we had to work with the canpaign to make
sure that the area we wanted to set up the field
hospital in was not going to infringe on areas that
t hey had comuni cated or had previously comm tted
to sonet hing el se.

Q. And, you know, you all are discussing
| ocating the field hospital. Were you in any

conversations about the placement of the | ocal
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trailer command post that
entities there?

A. Yeah. We were all

woul d

part

really nore of a "Where can we set this up so

have | ocal police
of that. It was
t hat
e's a

it's out of the way?" and where we can -- ther

buil ding that they were using called the Brady Paul

buil ding that's on the grounds,

Lodge.

So they had that

open for

which is an F.

that's where we actually had food. So we want

be kind of close to that,

and out of the sight |ine.

O. P.

bat hrooms, and

ed to

somewhere out of the way

It was very inmportant

sight Iine of the press.

tucked back in the corner

So we

t here.

So, yeah, we were al

wasn't just ny decision.

It was

to be out of

wer e ki nd of

part of that.

the

It

everybody who ki nd

of said, "Hey, this is a pretty good place to put

it

Q. Who all was part of that

where to put the local trailer?

di scussi on of

A. So it would have been nyself and ny st

i ke

af f.

| don't believe anybody else was involved in that.

The Secret Service didn't

out of the sight |ine.

care,

as long as it

was
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We had asked, "Is there anywhere that we
can set this up where you want it?" And we offered
for themto be in it because it's set up for
communi cations, and they didn't have -- as |long as
out of the sight line they didn't care.

So we just picked an area that was out
of the way that was close enough to the building
where it wasn't going to inpact anything.

Q. So you offered a place for a Secret Service
representative to be in the local trailer command
post; correct?

A. Yeah. We al ways do.

Q. Do you recall who you made that offer to?

A. | couldn't recall. It was really nmore in a
group. You know, "Hey, we're going to have our
command post there if you guys want to come in."
And, "No. We have our own." So, "Okay."

Q. And do you recall, you know, just before
t he event when that m ght have happened?

Was it at the July 9th meeting? Was

t hat one of these wal kt hroughs?

A. It m ght have been at the 9th nmeeting. I''m
not 100 percent sure. ' m not sure.
Q. What is your opinion on having, you know, a

| ocal command post trailer wthout Secret Service
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in there?
Did that affect you doing your job on
July 13th?
A. | think that ultimately you want everybody

in the same room but from what ny understandi ng
was if they would have offered everybody to be in
the same room then we probably wouldn't have
needed our command post, other than to use it as a
cooling area, not as a communication area, because
you have to understand: On the grounds that day,
there were very limted air-conditioned resources.
There were only a couple buildings that had air
conditioning and they were comm tted.

So we m ght have used it just for that
instead of actually as a command post for some of
the entities that were not invited to the Secret
Service security room but, unfortunately, you
know, they weren't invited, to ny know edge, to
t hat Secret Service security room

Q. Just going up to the event, the | ocal
command post trailer, do you recall when that was
set up like in terms of structure?

A. It was set up the Friday before.

Q. The Friday before?

A. MM hmm
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Q. Goi ng through, you know, the site
constructi on and wal kt hroughs, can you, |ike from
July 9th on, go through the nunmber of wal kt hroughs

that you had leading up to July 13th on that day?

A.

| only attended one, and that was the

Thur sday bef ore. I know that two of nmy staff

members were at that one on Tuesday, but | did not

attend

t hat one, as | said.

But then we had a wal kt hrough on

Thur sday norning where we met with, again,

subgroups. So we actually met with [ from t he

Secr et

| ocal f

Service -- he was the life safety guy -- and

ire assets, local EMS assets, and then the

| ocal emergency managenment coordi nator was there

al so.

Q.

So the police had their own sub-nmeeting.

And were you involved in any meetings,

wal kt hroughs with | ocal police?

A.

Q.

No, | was not.

If local police needed to get in contact

with your role on J-13, like how would they reach

you?

Secr et
request

But if

Li ke being in the command post for
Service, if the Secret Service fielded a
for attention, you dispatched fromthere.

| ocal police needed to reach you, how woul d

Al
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t hey reach you?

A. So there's probably multiple avenues.

Obvi ously, cell. They all have ny -- you know, the
commander of the issue has ny cell phone nunber.
There's also -- he could use the radio, the same
radio. My radio and his radio have the same
frequenci es.

So he could call specifically on that
radio directly to me if he would need to in that
case. As long as | wasn't dispatching an EMS call
then that would have worked. But if | was
di spatching an EMS call, | wouldn't hear him
because my radio can only do one thing at a time.

So that's why we use our command post
t hat has a dispatch console; so you can do
mul ti pl es.

Q. Okay. And did the Secret Service command
post have a dispatch console simlar to | ocal
command posts?

A. | don't know. They had some radio system
that | didn't recognize. It was their own. It
al most | ooked |ike a nobile radio thing. So. ..

Q. In any of the meetings that you were in
| eading up to July 13th, was there any policy or

gui dance that Secret Service gave to individuals

LaGanba Reporting Services
www. | aganbar eporti ng. com (412) 458-0439




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

31

about radi o communi cati ons of the event?

A. No.

Q. How i mportant are radi o conmmuni cati ons as
part of your job?

A. They're very essential. That's where we
get information from one area to another without
having to use a runner.

Q. And t hat was absent for the July 13th
event ?

A. Clarify "absent."

Q. It was not -- with all the parties that
were involved fromlocal, to state, to the Secret
Service, there wasn't a clear, concise nessage that
was com ng from Secret Service about a radio
comruni cations policy?

A. Correct, yes. | woul d say. It's very

essential to and optimal to all be on the same

systems. Ri ght? Because if you have disparate
systems, you have issues |ike occurred.
Q. So you're in the command post on July 13th

in the norning. When did you report to the Butler
County Fairgrounds?
A. The Farm Show grounds. A little different.
8:30-1i sh. Probably 8:30-ish | got on

scene on the grounds, and that was to help set up
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t he command post.

Q. And do you recall when you reported to the
Secret Service conmand post?

A. So | actually didn't report to the Secret
Service security roomuntil closer to probably
11: 30 or 12:00.

Q. Okay. And what was the setup, from your
side, in getting all of your equipment and getting
your radio information into the Secret Service

command post?

A. So ny radio -- it was really nothing to get
into the Secret Service security room | had a
portable radio, which |ooks |like a large cell phone,

| guess, with an antenna on it.

So | had that with me and a backpack
with some snacks and waters and things |ike that
and went into the office, which was their security
room and there were square- shaped -- |ike
conference tables set up as a square shape -- and
there were people in various areas, and | just
pi cked an area that nobody was sitting at and sat
down.

Q. Did you have a laptop with you?
A. | had my work | aptop, but | didn't really

need it for anything. Actually, no. I had an
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i Pad. | didn't even have a | aptop. | had an i Pad.

Q. So what were the total number of |ike
devi ces, equi pnment that you were using to relay
i nformation?

A. Just one. Just a radio.

Q. Just a radio?

A. MM hmm

Q. Al l of your responsibilities for July 13th
woul d be com ng through your radio?

A. Yeah. Now, | had some text messages with
my staff, but that was not -- | mean, that was j ust
my communi cations with them that didn't need to be
on the radio. So..

Q. Did you have any communi cations with | ocal
police reaching out?

A. No. No. No.

Q. Okay. Did you have any, like,
communi cations with the state police?

A. Well, there was a state police sergeant
that was in the same room

So, yes, we introduced ourselves to each
ot her and talked to each other.

Q. And was the state police relaying any
information to you about communi cati ons or services

that were required?
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A. Somet i mes. | believe maybe one time their
troopers found sonebody who had a medical issue and
he rel ayed that to ne.

Q. Okay.

A. But not generally. Not generally.

Q. That woul d be it, okay.

So how many total people would you say
were in that roon?

I know we recapped at the begi nning, but
can you just go through the number and affiliation
of those individual s?

A. So there were six dedicated, and then there
were various in and out throughout the day.

It was a -- and again, not typical --
but it became an area of refuge for people that
were out in the heat, or needed a bathroom or
needed to grab a bottle of water, because there was
a small kitchen there.

But there were six dedicated: two
Secret Service -- one was a comuni cations guy, one
was the drone guy -- one state police officer,
mysel f, and then two mai ntenance guys for the
grounds that were there, and they were there to,
more or | ess, open gates if things needed opened or

buil dings if somebody needed them opened.
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Q. And as far as the folks that were comng in
and out of the Secret Service command post, you
know, were those only Secret Service officials?

A. | believe there were sonme state police
i ndi vi dual s, too, that were com ng in and out.
They had some plaincl othes people that were there.

Q. Can you describe just, like, the security
of getting into the command post?

A. There was none. You just wal ked in.

Q. Was there anyone stationed outside that
woul d be screening people to enter there?

A. No.

Q. For the local command post, was there
anyone stationed outside the local command post?

A. So the local command post was in a secure
area. So the only individuals that had access to
it were already allowed in that area. So there
wasn't anybody dedi cated outside.

However, there was a sheriff's deputy
i nside, as well as police.

Q. We're at time for the Majority's first 30
m nut es.

A. Okay.

Q. Thank you.

B V¢ can go off the record.
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(Off the record.)
BY I
Q. Good morning, |GGG Acain, ny
name is | | nvestigative Counsel for

the Mnority.

| just wanted to return to a couple of
topics that nmy coll eague asked about just to make
sure I"'mfollowing it correctly.

| believe you said the first time you

heard about the potential event was -- was it
July 5th?

A. Correct.

Q You said your deputy got a call?

A. Yes.

Q What's the name of that deputy?

A

Q. And how did |G <! 2y that

information to you?

A. Phone call .

Q. Phone call ?

A. | was off work that day, so him and one of
my other staff menbers, | c2' ! ed.

Q. And what do you recall about the substance
of that?

A. It was just very general. Li ke, "Hey, |
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just wanted to |l et you know that Trunp's comng to
town and there's going to be a neeting on Monday."
"Okay." So...

Q. At that time did you know the | ocation for

the potential rally?

A. No.
Q. And then it was a few days later -- |
believe you said around July 8th -- that things

started to conme together and you understood where
the rally would be?

A. Yeah. Let me back up. | did know only
because on social media there was sonmething about
it.

| found out that the potential for
President Trump to come on social media before, the
Wednesday before. | think we all kind of shared a
text message that said, "Hey, it |ooks |like he's
comng to Butler."

But we had no official notification, no.
Officially, Monday was the official "This is where
he's comng to."

Q. Got it. And then that first meeting, |
bel i eve you said, was July 8th?

A. Correct.

Q. And that was Secret Service, Butler EMS?
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A. Butl er EMA, Butler
Townshi p Police Department,

| ocal EMS.

ESU, | ocal Butler

the sheriff's off

Q. And | believe you said you didn't rec

any | ayout or --

A. No.

-- anything, but you knew the general

A. Yeah. We're very famliar with the s

I mean, it's in the county.

Show grounds. So. ..

i ce,

eive

site?

ite.

You know, it's a Farm

Q. And had you worked events there previously?
A. Personal ly, not professionally.
Q. Did you have any reaction to sort of that

site selection?

A. No. It wouldn't be optimal of a site

. You

know, the best site that we have within the county

is probably the airport. He had come there in the
past . But, you know, we work with what we have.
So. ..

Q. And why wasn't it optiml?

A. Well, it's just a different |ayout. It's
not as controlled as an airport environment. So. ..

Q. Meaning that it's nmore open?

A. It's more -- well,

airports are prett

open, but you can control because, you know,

y
t hey
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have really high fences and, you know, there's a
| ot of security.
It's just easier to control. There's
only one in and out egress, and this there's
mul tiple.
Q. And you nmentioned that President Trunmp had
been here in 2020, | believe?

A. Correct. Oct ober of 2020.

Under st ood.

Q. And was that at the --
A. Airport.

Q. -- airport?

A. MM hmm

Q.

A.

So we already had a plan. That was anot her
thing that would make it a nore optimal site.
There was a plan that was, you know, successfully

i mpl emented there. So...

Q. So there was sort of already a gane plan --
A. Sur e.

Q. -- if that had been chosen before?

A. Mm hmm

Q. Do you have any understandi ng of who chose

the site to the rally?
A. No. No i dea.

Q. Did you raise any concerns about nmoving it
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around or anything?

A. No. That's not my | ane.

Q. Understood. And then | believe it was
on -- what day was that wal kt hrough that you said
you did?

A. The first one.

Q. The first wal kt hrough.

A. That | did not attend?

Q. That you did not attend.

A. That was Tuesday, the 9th.

Q. And who did attend from Butl er EMS?

A. Two of ny staff nmenbers: | and

BN ot ended that.

Q. Was that, to your understanding,
appreciating you weren't there, that were
substantive about the --

A. | don't have any clue. They didn't talk
much about it. So | have no idea what the content
of that meeting really was.

So | imagine it wasn't very substanti al
since they didn't relay anything. M staff didn't

relay anything to me. But immediately after that

meeting, we went over to the state police barracks.

| actually arrived on the grounds as

they were leaving. So | just turned around and
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went straight to the state police barracks.

Q. Meani ng as US Secret Service was | eaving?

A. Yeah. As Secret Service state police were
| eavi ng.

Q. So that meeting at the Pennsylvania State

Police barracks was you and your staff, not with
any ot her agencies?

A. Pennsyl vania State Police was there.

Q. Oh, they were there?

A. The two |ieutenants fromthe Pennsyl vani a
State Police were there.

Q. And what was di scussed at that meeting?

| think you said a better idea of the
| ayout ?

A. Yeah. We really just -- like |I said, we
inserted ourselves to get nmore understanding of how
it was going to be laid out because, you know,
previous to that, they had no idea even where the
stage was going to go. So we didn't have any clue
on where we could set up our staff.

It's a fairly large area. You can set
up things multiple ways. So we just wanted to get
nmore of an understanding on how it was going to be
| aid out so we could start to plan on where we

needed to place our assets. So...
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Q. And what were those assets?

| believe you mentioned the portable
hospital, the nobile 911 --

A. That meeting we did not have the portable
hospital as a -- we knew we needed to have an EMS
area, but we did not really have the portable
hospital as a thought. W just knew we needed an
area for treatment of people. We didn't know how
big we needed it at that time.

We knew we needed a fire truck. We knew
we needed a HAZMAT team  We knew we needed - -
that's what we knew we needed.

Q. Okay. And at that point did you start to
t hi nk about needing the nmobile trailer?

A. Which trailer? The command post?

Q. The command post.

A. Yeah. We actually probably said that
around that time that we'd have it avail abl e and
use it for something.

Agai n, knowi ng the site and know ng that
there's not a |ot of air condition resources there,
at the very least, we could use it as a rest and
respite center.

Q. And when did you start to think about using

it as more than an air conditioned site?
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A. Whenever we had really communications with
some of the assets that they didn't have any pl ace
to go.

So they didn't have an area to work out
of, and that they were potentially thinking about
wor ki ng out of the Brady Paul building, which is
not optimal because it doesn't have Internet. It
doesn't have radi os. It doesn't have dedi cated
areas for emergency conmmuni cati ons.

Q. And, nore specifically, when you refer to
assets, who are you tal king about that raised these
concerns?

A. Police and fire.

EMS was really different because we knew
that they would be in the EMS treatment area. So
they didn't need a unique spot for their command
staff.

Q. At any point was there a suggestion or
di scussi on around those assets using the Secret
Service command post?

A. Hmm nmm  Not to the my knowl edge. | mean,
nobody approached me about it.

Q. Did anybody -- did you ever request from
Secret Service that you can use their site?

A. No. They asked for one person to be in.
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That was it.
Q. They asked one person to be in their --
A. In their security room They didn't
specify who. They just said one person in the

security room

Q. And you said one person fromthe county?
A. Correct.
Q. Did you understand that to mean one person

from Butler County EMS specifically or just one

person fromthe county?

A. Just one person fromthe county. It was
very generic. It was not a specific nodality
request. It wasn't |like they said, "W want

somebody fromthe ESU team We want somebody..."

No, they did not do that. They just
said one person fromthe county.

The ESU team command staff, they have
mul ti ple people that they use, and they need to
have some of the access to the things we have in
the command post, our command post, because it's

set up for them  So..

Q. And, nore specifically, what were those
t hi ngs?
A. So access to a dispatch console, which we

did not have in the security room Access to
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mul tiple radios so they can |isten.

As | said, when you listen to a portable
radi o or even a nobile radio, you only get what's
being transmtted on one talk group. You can't
hear what's happening on the other ones.

If you can tune themall to different
tal k groups, you can hear the different things.
Access to a portable conputer-aided dispatching
station, things |like that.

Q. And I'msorry if I'mrepeating the question
a few different ways, but I"mtrying to understand.
Was it the | ocal assets that requested the trailer
be there, or did you offer it?

A. No. We had determ ned that we would need
it there because they didn't have a | andi ng spot.

We were going to bring it in, anyway,
like | said, as a rest and respite center. It was
going to be there for whatever it needed to be.
That's why we have it. That's why we use it. It's
set up for emergency operations.

So we were bringing it, anyway. If it
woul d not have been used as a command post, great.
It doesn't matter. It would have been a place for
people to eat lunch and stay out of the heat.

Q. l"d like to introduce, as Exhibit A, the
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M nority, a map that we have.
B | can circul ate copi es.
We can mark that as Exhibit A.
(Mnority Exhibit A was marked for
identification.)
Q. Is this site famliar to you?
A Yes.
Q. What are we | ooking at?
A This is the Farm Show grounds and some of

t he surroundi ng buil di ngs.

Q. So this is where the July 13th event was
hel d?

A. Correct.

Q. And we've tal ked about a few different
sites. Can you try to map out for nme where the EMS

trailer that we've been discussing is?

A. So on the other side of the pond, there's

two barns. In front of the first barn is where the

command trailer was, our command trail er was.

Q. So if I"mIlooking at the blue water in the
m ddl e, there are two white boxes below it, and the

sort of top one in front of that is where the EMS

trailer was?
A. Sur e. Cl osest to the stage, yes.

Q. And where is the stage?
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A. The stage would have been in front of the
two barns that are by the circular corral, for |ack
of a better word. Those two barns there, it was
right in front of that.

Q. And where was the US Secret Service
security room or command post?

A. Al l the way back here (indicating). In
this back area by the main gate there's an office,
and it was in there.

Q. So there's a marking on the map that says
USDA Service Center?

A. It would be to the right of that if you're
| ooki ng at the paper.

Q. So near this Main Street?

A. Yes. \Where you see -- | believe that's
Main Street. My eyesight's not the greatest. But ,
yeah, it's kind of there by this gate (indicating).

Q. And approximately do you know how far is
the di stance between that Secret Service command
post and your EMS trailer?

A. A rough guess, 250, 300 yards.

Q. How was the | ocation for the trailer, for
the EMS trailer, selected?

A. It was really selected because of its

proximty to the Brady Paul building, which is kind
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of -- it's in line with the barns that the stage
was set up by. It's off Brady Paul Lane.

So there's a building there. So we
wanted to be in close proximty to that because
that's where the bathroons were and the food was
going to be for everybody that was working the
rally.

Q. And the Brady Paul building, just to be
clear, | think we've also heard that referred to as

per haps the Fraternal Order of Police Lodge?

A. Correct. That's it.
Q. s that the same buil ding?
A. Yeah.

Q. And that initial site, had that been
selected as a gathering spot sinply because it was
al ready there?

What was the thought around using that?

A. The Brady Paul buil ding?

Q. The Brady Paul buil ding.

A. Yeah. | think it was because it was
al ready there. It had facilities for people to be
able to use the restroom It was slightly air

condi tioned, given the day, and it was an area
wher e people could meet and gather, eat |unch,

things like that, and it was under the control of
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the |l ocal Fraternal Order of Police, which one of
the state police menbers was on the board or
president of or had some affiliation with it.

They use it quite frequently for, like,
bi rt hday parties and small events. So it's set up
as an event space.

Q. Understood. This is a map that we have
found. | think at some point you said you had made
some maps of the site?
| didn't. One of my staff nmenbers did.
One of your staff members did?

Correct, mm hnm

And why did you all make those maps?

> O » O »

So |ike anything in planning, you want to
use all the resources avail able, and maps are one
of the things that are key for any event.

It allows us the opportunity to | ook at
an overhead view of the site, |ook at potenti al
areas of concern.

From my side of things, it's potenti al
areas of concern for, |like, the medical side of
t hi ngs, where were people parking, traffic, things
i ke that, to get ambul ances and fire resources in
and out; but we also used it to, you know, show

pl acement of everybody's assets so we all knew
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wher e everybody kind of was.

Q. And | believe you said Secret Service did
not share any sim |l ar maps?

A. | don't believe. | did not receive
directly, to my know edge, any maps from the Secret
Service. They m ght have sent themto some of ny
staff members that may have been forwarded.

There were so many maps fl owi ng around
that | don't know really where some of them came
from So...

Q. Fair enough. Do you nmean from ot her | ocal
| aw enf orcement maps?

A. No. Real |y nore, again, my staff member
who does maps. He |ikes to do that stuff. So
there were multiple versions of maps that came out.

| don't recall ever seeing anything from

the Secret Service specifically.

Q. And who was that staff member?
. ]

Q I

A. Yeah.

Q.

What about from | ocal | aw enforcement ?

Did you receive any operational plans for the day?

>

No. No.

Q. And we've said specifically maps for the
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Secret Service, but any operational plans fromthem

about how the day would fl ow?

A. No, other than just a timeline of events.
That was it. And that was in that initial meeting
of July 8th.

Q. Maybe we can return to that timeline |

think that my coll eagues had started to run through
with you on the day of July 13th.
| think you said you got to the site

around 8:30 a.m --

A. Correct.
Q. -- to begin setting up the command post?
A. Correct.

Q. And by that, do you nean the | ocal EMS

trailer --

Q. -- or the --

A. No. The local EMS trailer.

Q. At around 11:30 or noon, you went to the
Secret Service command post?

A. Roughly. |I'm not exactly sure of the time,
but, yeah, | think that's roughly when it was.

Q. Okay. And approximately how | ong did you
stay in that roon?

A. | was there until probably 4:30-ish and I
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t ook a break. I hadn't had | unch or anything.
So it was probably around then.

Q. And did you return to the security post at
any time?

A. No. Actually, 1 was on my way back up
t here when the shooting started. So...

Q. When you left the security room did
anybody from Butl er County replace you?

A. Yes.

Q. And who was that?

A His name is I I
He's a former dispatcher that was in there, a

state-certified dispatcher.

Q. Is he a current Butler County enpl oyee?
A. No.

Q. I n what capacity was he there that day?
A. He's assistant chief of one of the fire

departments in the county.

Q. When you transitioned over to | IEGEG
did you have any discussions with himabout what
you had been seeing in the comand post that day?

A. Very briefly. He was obviously on the
grounds as part of the medical team hel ping out.
So he knew the issues with the medical.

You have to understand we treated over
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250 people for heat-related illnesses. So it was
very busy. So he understood that that was, you
know, going to be nost of the issue that he was
goi ng to see.
Q. Had you spoken to | before that
transition?
Was this a planned --
A. It was a planned transition, yeah.
Q. -- handof f?
Did Secret Service have any concerns
about who woul d be there?
A. Not that they expressed. Not at all.
Q. And | think we've spoken a bit about -- or
maybe we haven't, but can you run through who was

staffed in the local trailer as opposed to the --

A. So I '2s there, and then
I o is our emergency planner, was in

t here. There was a menmber of the sheriff's office.

There were a couple nmembers of the Butler ESU that

were in there. And that's all that |I'm aware of.
Again, | wasn't in there. So. ..
Q. So at no point did you go into that trailer
after --
A. | mean, | was in the trailer |ater but not

during the hours of 12 and 5:30, 6:00. After 6,
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actually. So probably 7:00.

Q. How were you communicating with folks in
the trailer?

A. So there were radi o communi cati ons that,
not nyself, but |Jjjjjihad with them directly. And
t hen, you know, by and |arge | text messaged ny
staff in there.

My phone never had an issue. Everybody
had i ssues. | have a FirstNet phone which is
dedi cated for emergency management, emergency
services.

So | did not experience issues that
ot her peopl e were having.

Q. Let's talk a bit nore about that.

Who el se on your staff has FirstNet?

A. | don't know. | can't speak to that.

Q. Are you aware of anybody else that was in
the trailer that had access to FirstNet?

A. | can't. No, | don't. | mean, this is ny
personal phone. This is not ny -- nmy professional
phone is a Verizon phone. So | didn't even try
that, really. So. ..

Q. And when you say you were texting with your
staff, which phone are you using for that?

A. You know, | couldn't tell you. It could be
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one or

the other. \Whatever one | had, | picked

at the tinme.

Q.

up

And what are you discussing with them over

the course of the day?

A.

Just, you know, how are things going?

Everybody okay? Anybody need anything? You know,

t hose sorts of conversati ons.

Q.

Do you have any understandi ng of what

communi cati ons channels folks in the trailer were

moni toring?

A.

No, | would not be able to speak to them

I imagine they were monitoring all of them because

t hey have that capability, but I can't speak for

t hem

Q.

You mentioned that other folks were havi

ng

trouble with their cell phone service. How di d you

become aware of that?

A.

Just really word of nouth. That people

were tal king about how calls were dropping that

t hey had.

It was really just word of nmouth talking

to people, and a lot of it was after the fact.

didn't

know it at the tinme because | wasn't

experiencing any issue. So. ..

Q.

So nobody during the course of the day

www. | aganbar eporti ng. com
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said, "I'm having trouble getting through to you or
ot hers"?
A. No. The only person | knew that was having

trouble with the cellular traffic was the drone/
anti-drone guy because he verbalized that and
actually moved his equi pnment outside to see if it
woul d work better.

Q. And that's the anti-drone person fromthe
Secret Service?

A. From t he Secret Service, correct.

Q. Around when did he say that he was having
I ssues?

A. | couldn't tell you that time, honestly.
It was somewhere between the hours of 12 and 5

because | was in the command post 12 to 4:30, 5:00.

Q. And you said he noved his equi pnent
out si de?
A. Yeah. He pulled a table outside and set up

his computer on the table outside the doors because
he t hought maybe the buil ding was part of the
I ssue.

Q. Was anybody else in the command post
expressing any issues with communications?

A. Not to my knowl edge.

Q. You mentioned the 2020 Trunmp canpai gn event
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and, | believe, when you' ve previously spoken to
some of our coll eagues and earlier today mentioned
sonme differences between how the two proceeded.
A. Ri ght .
Q. How woul d you conmpare the two events?
A. Conmpl etely different, really.
The first event, there was a cl ear-cut
i ne of command. I knew who was in charge very
clearly. A lot of it was there was nore focus on
the security room having all of the individuals in
there that were needed.
I mean, they had everything. They told

us where we had to have the HAZMAT truck. They

told us where we had to have assess. It wasn't
l'i ke, "Well, hey, are you okay if we set stuff up
here?" It wasn't any of that.

This time for the rally, we had really
no clear idea who was in charge of the entire
grounds.

Q. And when you say "they," in respect to the
2020 rally, being in charge and giving direction,
Is that US Secret Service?

A. Secret Service, mm hmm

Q. And for 2024 on July 13th, no clear idea

who was in charge.
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At any point during those wal kt hroughs,

did Secret Service say, "W are"

-- how did the

Secret Service present thenselves that was

different between the two?

A. When t hen-Presi dent

was really more clear that

here's what we need you to

Trump came in 2020, i

This time it was more, "Hey, we're her

and this is what we're going to do. Her e' s what

need you to do for us."

But it wasn't a, "Her

putting your HAZMAT truck.

putting this." It was |iKke,

, "This is our show and
do. "
e's where you're
Here's where you're
"Well, you know, jus

set it up back here somewhere."

Q. On the "Here's what

we need you to do

part,"” obviously they've requested that somebody

from Butler be in their co

mmand

VWhat el se did Secret

specifically direct you to

t hat

A. Just really nmore of the

capability. So that, you
truck to be there, as well
mat eri al s.

Q. Do you think that

know,

post .

Service

day?

HAZMAT team decon

entails a fire

as the hazardous

Secr et

Service -- this

your impression, understanding you can't put

t

€,

we

t

is
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yoursel f

in the Secret Service mnd -- understood

the various |ocal and state entities that would be

on the site that day?

A. ' m not sure about that. "' m not sure they
knew what capabilities people had. "' m not sure.
Q. Have you ever, on this day or previously,

had any confusion about Butler County Emergency

Management Services versus Emergency Services Unit?

A.

t wo.

Q.

was not

No. We know the difference between the

What about other state and | ocal --
No. Everybody has confusion over that. I

part of picking that name, and | don't have

any responsibility for them

So it's not uncomon for themto be

cal | ed Emergency Services Units. Ot her counti es

cal |

them t he sane. | think there's some negative

nomencl ature with SWAT. So |'m not sure why.

can't

Yeah, we get confused all the tine. I

tell you how many people that have tried to

get information out of us about the ESU, and

they're not our responsibility.

Q.
A.

Under st ood.
They fall under our DA's office.

Either in preparation for or on the day of
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the event of July 13th, did you have any
communi cations with Trunmp campai gn staff?

A. | did not, no. The day of the event --
actually, the day before the event -- ny deputy,
I (2 ked to one of the canpaign staff
who seemed |i ke he was in charge of the site.

Q. And do you have an understandi ng of what
t hey di scussed?

A. They just asked -- we were just asking for
a location for us to set up the portable hospital
at that time. That was the Friday before the
event .

We knew we woul d have the portable
hospital set up, and we were just making sure that
the area that we had picked was an okay area, which
they had lined up for vendors, but they noved those
vendors out of the way and gave us that space.

Q. Is it your understanding that the canpaign
was directing where various assets would go on the
day of the site?

A. Yeah. For us, it was, yeah, in the area
where the crowds were.

Q. Okay. And with respect to the |ocation of
the EMS trailer, did the canpaign --

A. They had no -- they didn't say anything
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about that.

Q. What about the | ocation of the Secret
Service conmmand post?

A. | don't know that. | don't know who
determ ned that was the area for that.

Q. And you said they nmoved some vendors. Any
ot her understandi ng of sort of how the canpai gn was
setting this up?

A. No.

Q. And do you recall who the contact was at
t he campai gn?

A. | didn't talk to the canpaign, anybody from

t he campai gn. So..

Q. When you -- sorry |I'm junmping around a
bit -- but when you left the command post -- |
think you said it was around 4:30 -- took a break,
handed it off to ||} ] BB -- where did you go?
A. | went down to -- we actually had the

opportunity to take a photo of M. Trump. So we
went down to do that and then went and ate dinner.
Q. And where was the photo?
A. The photo was in the tents that were in
front of the barn. In between the stage and the
barn, the two barns.

So it would have been in this | ocation

LaGanba Reporting Services
www. | aganbar eporti ng. com (412) 458-0439




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

62

here (indicating) along this driveway.
Q. And because our court reporter can't quite
capture that, the driveway we're referring to is in

front of the three white barns --

A. Correct.
Q. -- where the stage was set up?
A. Correct. There were tents. There were

tents set up there.

Q. And approxi mately how | ong were you there
with M. Trunp?

A. Probably, because he was | ate, an hour at
the most. An hour, hour and 15 m nutes maybe.

Q. So that was around 4:30 to 5:307

A. Yeah. It would have been probably 5,
closer to -- yeah, it would have been 5, closer to
6 probably.

Q. And from there, you went to get dinner?

A Yes.
Q. Where did you do that?
A Down at the Brady Paul building we had set
up.
So we probably got out of the photo
opportunity around 5:30, 5:45-ish. So | went down
there and grabbed something to eat, something to

drink, and then was on my way back up to the Secret
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Service security room whenever the shooting
started.

Q. On this map, approxi mtely where were you?

A. | was probably -- if you |ook at where the
pond is -- | can't see what that says as far as the
street name -- but right on the other side of the
ponds there's an area that they had cordoned off,
and | was probably in this area (indicating) there.

So it would have been probably in front
of the -- front left of the -- well, front right of
t he stage about probably 40 yards. So...

Q. And | believe you said you were carrying a
portable radio with you?

A. | had one, yes.

Q. How did you first beconme aware of the
shooti ng?

A. We heard the sound of the shots.

Q. Sound of the shots. And then was there any
transm ssion over the radio that you heard?

A. The only transm ssions were ones that ny
deputy made saying shots were fired and for all the
EMS folks to get in the building.

Q. And whi ch deputy was that?

Q. And | am just at about time. So | will
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| eave you there.

A. Okay.

B V¢ can go off the record.
(Off the record.)
BY

Q. To continue the events we were di scussing
with my coll eagues for the |ast 30 m nutes about
the time of the shooting at or about 6:11, you
know, you're wal king back to the security room for
Secret Service.

| mmedi ately after the shooting, after
you heard the shots, what were your actions? Can
you descri be your actions?

A. Well, on our way up to -- and it was nyself
and ny deputy, | - or our way back up
to our areas of responsibility, [Jjjj was worKking
with the EMS team and | was obviously in the
security room

On our way up, there was a call for a
woman who was down in the crowd, and we could
actually see her. So we were making our way over
to her and to assist with any medical care that she
may need.

B 2 raramedic and |'m a nurse. I

used to be a paramedic. So we were working our way
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over to her.

When the shooting started, we ducked
behind a police car. After a couple m nutes, then
we made our way -- we continued to make our way to
t hat patient and opened up -- they had |Iike crowd
control stanchions set up that would -- they called
t hem bi cycl e racks. It's kind of what they | ooked
i ke.

So we actually disconnected them and
pull ed them out of the way so we could get in to
t hat patient and started nmoving people out of that
area, and we assisted with the medical care of that
person.

Then after that, you know, obviously it
was a little chaotic, but people orderly were
| eaving the area, and then we were assisting with
the patients that were shot.

So we made our way back down that way
and hel ped coordinate the helicopters that were
| anded onsite.

Q. Can you describe -- you mentioned
chaotic -- just what that | ooked |like from an
emer gency services standpoi nt?
A. Well, from our perspective, because we had

no i dea what was going on, you know, it was just --
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it didn't even -- to ne, it did not seemlike that
it was shooting. It sounded |like fireworks to ne.
But ny deputy has a little more famliarity with

t he weapons that were used and knew right away that

it was shots, as well as there was a police officer

not far fromus -- and | think he was a Secret
Service police officer, but I'"m not 100 percent
sure of that -- he knew they were shots, too.

So it was just really more |ike where's
it comng from \What's going on. And, you know,
the medical teams were told to shelter in place,
but obviously they didn't. It's just not in their
nature to do that.

So they were rushing to the front to try
to take care of any of victims. So we joined them
really, more or |ess. It was chaotic because
nobody knew what was goi ng on.

Q. Wth the chaos that ensued after the
shooting and people trying to exit the Farm Show
grounds, | understand your role was nostly
attending to patients and handling the helicopters
com ng in.

But were there local |aw enforcement
entities, state police entities, Secret Service

officials, like, directing people out of the Butler
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Far m Show?

A. Not to my know edge. But again, we weren't
in that area where they would direct themto exit.
So. ..

Q. Okay. MWhat tinme did you | eave the Butler
Farm Show grounds?

A. 3:30 in the norning.

3:30 in the morning?
Mm hmm

What were you doing throughout that time?

> O > O

Real |y, just, | coordinated sonme |ighting
because obviously that was a crime scene. So we
had to get some lighting that would be appropriate
for themto be able to continue the investigation
once it was dark, and then nmostly it was waiting
for the FBI to get there to interview the ESU
staff.

Since they were using our command post,
sonmebody had to stay there to make sure that the
command post was shut down at the end of the night,

and that's what really nyself and the rest of ny

staff stayed until probably m dnight -- m dnight,
1:00 -- but N and | stayed till the end, till
3: 30.

Q. And in establishing the area as a crinme
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scene, when did you know that, staffing the event,
you all were taking affirmative steps to establish
the area as a crinme scene?

A. We don't establish crime scenes. It's
obviously a police responsibility.

So we knew that they would establish it
as a crime scene right away, just because of the
nature of our business, and we know how things
wor k, but we have no responsibility in establishing
Crime scenes.

Q. And what time, thereabouts, did the FB
report to the Butler Farm Show?

A. | honestly couldn't tell you because |
don't know how | ong they were there before they
made their way down to our conmmand trailer to
interview the ESU staff. | have no idea what tinme
they arrived on scene.

Q. Were you interviewed by the FBI?

A. Not then.

Q. Not t hen?

A. No.

Q. For Butler EMS, are you responsible for any
After-Action Reports related to July 13?

A. So we did an After-Action Report for the

fire and EMS side, not for police. They did their
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own, as far as | know. " m not 100 percent sure
they even did one, but I'm assum ng they did. W
did one.

Q. When you heard the shots were fired, you
heard that over your dispatch, your radio dispatch,
for EMS; correct?

A. No. | heard the shots directly out of ny
own ears. So, yes. But ny deputy got on the radio
on the EMS channel and told all the EMS folks to

t ake shelter; that shots were fired.

Q. And that message woul d have gone only to
EMS?

A. That woul d have been on the EMS channel
only. "' m not 100 percent sure, and | know I said

this earlier that they were on the EMS channel.
They m ght have been on the special event channel.
Same thing, though. Same radio system

Q. And just overall for radio systems in
Butler on July 13th, | understand there's a 911

command center?

A. That's the command center that 1'mtalking
about .

Q. Yes.

A. The box trailer that was set up in front of

t hose barns, yes. That was ours.
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Q. Is there any, like, satellite or other
facility that's outside of the Butler Farm Show
t hat was used that day?

A. No. Just the fixed 911 center. There were
calls that were received at the 911 center from
people in the crowd that were having a medi cal
i ssue and, you know, to direct medical staff, and
t hey communi cated that via radio to us.

Q. Okay. So they would receive that
information in the fixed 911 center?

A. Correct.

Q. And that information would get relayed to
you over fromthe fixed 911 center?

A. Correct.

Q. Thank you.

When you were in the Secret Service
security room-- we were discussing the Secret
Service personnel that were responsible for drones
were encountering some trouble. He had to go
out si de the buil ding.

He was experiencing connectivity issues?

A. Yes.

Q. Can you give any nore color as to when that
m ght have happened, like, in terms of tinme?

A. | really don't. | just know it was between
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the hours, like, when | was there fromroughly noon
until 4: 30. It was somewhere in there. But |
couldn't -- 1 didn't | ook

It seemed odd that they didn't have
their own dedi cated communi cation source, |ike
satellite or something |like that, but | didn't take
note of it to the point where oh, it happened at
2:00. You know, | just didn't.

Q. And what did you think about the drone
I ssue with Secret Service not working properly?

A. | thought it was odd, but, you know, [|'m
not famliar with what they use or what technol ogy
they use. So it's not ny | ane. | didn't really
step in and didn't insert myself there.

| just thought it was odd they had to

rely on local communications, cellular

communi cations, in order to make it work. lt's a
littl e odd.
Q. Leading up to the shooting at 6:11 on | ocal

police radio channels, we understand that there
were talks of identification of a suspicious person
at the event. You know, that happened in the
m dafternoon, we understand.

When you're in the Secret Service

command room you know, did you experience any
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conversations?
Did you hear any conversations about any
type of suspicious person?

A. | did not.

Q. Would it be normal, through EMS radio
channels, for there to be an identification of a
suspi ci ous person?

A. Not on EMS. We're not | aw enforcement.

You know, the only way that that would happen is if
somebody fromthe EMS side saw somet hing, and they
woul d communi cate that via the video.

But, typically, no. EMS are not aware
of police events. They don't have -- the |ocal EMS
fol ks do not have access to the police channels.

They're all encrypted.

BY |

Q. When you're getting situated in the command
post or at any point, had Secret Service expressed
concerns about congestion when they were saying,
you know, pick one -- in the command post when they
said just pick one?

A. No. Not at all. In my opinion, there
woul d have been room for everybody.

Q. And have you been in a situation with
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mul ti ple command centers before involving the
Secret Service?

A. No. That clarifies it. No.

Q. You descri bed accounts where you were
receiving informati on about medi cal emergencies.

A. MM hnrm

Q. Were there any instances in which you
received information that you then fed to folks in
t he command post?

A. One tinme there were some of our EMS fol ks
t hat asked for |aw enforcement at a particular area
because | believe there were some of the crowd
getting unruly.

That was the only time, and |

communi cated that to the state police officers who
were in charge of that.

Q. And it was your calling an EMS who had been

the one to communi cate that to?

A. Yes.
Q. And you said at the time you had not spoken
with the FBI. They had not interviewed you at the

time at the site.
Has the FBI spoken with you since then?
A. Yeah.

Q. Have they reached out?
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A. Yes, they have.

Q. And did the Secret Service speak with you

post shooting?
A. No. Yesterday was the first time, and it
was | nternal Affairs.
B V¢ can go off the record.
(Off the record.)

BY

king to us. W

Q. Hell o. Thank you for tal
appreci ate your tinme.
A. Sure.
Q. | have just a few quick clarifying

guestions fromthings that

you have di scussed both

with coll eagues from both sides today.

| ocal tr

A.

Q.
sense of
to try t
right.

A.

Q.

me if |

One of
ailer, or
Yeah.

Its existence. | think I

the story there, but | |

0O summari ze it

Okay.
So I'mgoing to try that,

m right or wrong.

the themis the trailer,

and see if

t he

communi cati on post.

had a pretty good
ust ki nd of want

' m getting it

and then you tell
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A. Sur e.
Q. It feels as if the first sort of step was

that the Secret Service only invited one county

person?
A. They only asked for one person, correct.
Q. To its own command post. So that's what

starts the whol e thing.

Then it sounds |ike you and your
departnment find it logical to have the trailer
there mainly for air conditioning, heat-related EMS
issues; right? It seens?

A. General staff, yes. Not just EMS. But any
of the police officers who were there, anybody who
needed an area to go to rest.

Q. So it sounded |like there were a few
di fferent steps. It sounded like first the trailer
existed in the first place more from an EMS point

of view, but then it evolved into this |arger

t hi ng?

A. Correct.

Q. Because the other assets needed somewhere
to go?

A. Correct.

Q. And they were originally going to go to the

Fraternal Order --
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A. Order of Police building, yes.

Q. And then there was a conversation to the
effect of, "You m ght as well conme to this trailer.
We have all the equipment"?

A. More or | ess, yes. Yeah, they're famliar
with our equipment and the capabilities. And, you
know, obviously, if you have an open buil ding that
anybody, the HAZMAT team or firefighters or
anybody, can access, if you have | aw enforcenent -
sensitive traffic, you don't want them to be able
to hear it; right?

So the Brady Paul building is not set up
so that there's an area of, you know,
confidentiality, more or |ess. So our trailer has
that, and they're famliar with it, like |I said.

Q. So | got it, Secret Service only invites
one person, to begin with, fromthe county, and
then the EMS trailer is there for EMS, but then
ot her assets, such as police, need somewhere to go.

Atrailer is better than the Fraternal
bui | di ng?

A. Correct.

Q. And so that's how they ultimately end up
using the trailer?

A. You're correct.
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Q. Okay.

A. And I'm only speaking for myself.

Q. Yeah.

A. You know, they spoke to ne and said one
person fromthe county. | don't know what they
spoke to the local police. | don't know what they

spoke to the ESU.
| know they did not ask for anybody from
the fire department or the EMS agency. | didn't
speak to that.
Q. From your point of view, that's the
evolution of that start?
A. Correct.
Q. All right. Thank you.
You all talked a little bit about how,
out in the world sometinmes, there are m xups
bet ween EMS and ESU.
Il think it was already asked, but | just
want it to be super clear: Did you ever have a
sense either way of whether the Secret Service
m ght not have known the difference or m ght have

been a little m xed up between EMS and ESU?

A. No.
Q. No sense in either direction?
A. | did not get that sense.
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Q. All right. Did you have the sense that
t hey were not confused about that, or you just did
not have a sense?

A. | didn't have a sense, one way or another.

Q. Okay. Yourself, in the Secret Service
command post, and sonmebody else fromthe EMS team
meani ng the local trailer, it was not super clear
to me.

Were you two -- were you nmeant to be
acting as a linkage between the two command posts,
or is it more that you were each in your respected
areas doing your EMS jobs but you weren't Ilike

taking on the responsibility of linking everything

up
bet ween - -

A. No. There wasn't the ability to link
things. So we could talk on the radi os together if
we would need to do that, but that was never -- to

my know edge, when | was in there fromthe roughly
12: 00 to roughly 4:30 - 5:00-ish timeframe, there
was never a direct radio.

We all have call signs; right? So
nobody called me directly on the radio from that

command post.

However , . Who |’ ve
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di scussed, and | texted a few times back and forth,
but nothing of significance.
Q. That's kind of what | mean.

In terms of what you understood your job
to be or what he understood his job -- | know you
can't speak for him-- but as far as you know, is
it that your department happens to overl ap between
those two communi cations buil dings?

| sense, perhaps, it is not so much that
t hat was by design in order for the two of you to
be the safety net that ensured that every

communi cation --

A. No.

Q. s that right?

A. It's not typical for us to have two
separate areas |like that. Typically, we'd all be

in one room

Q. Ri ght . But was it more that your role in
the Secret Service command post, just speaking for
yourself, were you there primarily or exclusively
in an EMS role, or were you also there in a
shuttling of comunications back and forth?

A. It was not real clear on why | was in
there. That wasn't clearly defined. But nmy role

had to be an EMS |iaison just because of the nature
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of the emergencies that were comng in at that
time.

So between, you know, the hours that |
was there, | couldn't tell you how many times |
di spatched medical teams, and that's what becane a
de facto role for me. It was not coordination of
any of the |l aw enforcement assets in any way.

Q. When the day started, if you can remember,
bef ore anybody started tal king about anythi ng,
woul d you have understood your role to be relaying
| aw enforcenment-rel ated messages?

A. No.

No?

| would not have understood that to be ny

role. | could have done it if it was, you know, in
a -- I'"'mnot a dispatcher, I'mnot a | aw
enforcement officer, but |I could have done it in a

pinch if asked. But it wasn't clearly conmmuni cated
i n what the role was.

Q. And it sounds |like nobody -- it doesn't
sound like really you sort of sat down to clarify
exactly what that role was?

A. No.

Q. So being the EMS guy, you understood your

role to be EMS?
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A. That's what | focused on because that was

the greatest need. You know, it's just I|ike

anything we triage, what's the greatest need at the

time. The greatest need at the time was to take
care of people who were falling over from heat -
related ill nesses.

So that's what became ny role.

Q. Because | think sonetimes there can be
confusion for folks who say, "All right. Can
somebody just list for me who was in which command
post ?"

And fol ks m ght say, "Okay. Well, the
EMS had a representative who was a conmon factor
across both command posts. So, therefore, it nust
have been their job to be acting as a
communi cations |link, ensuring that nothing gets
m ssed" ?

A. So I \as working with ESU nmore

than... And he wasn't doing anything with
emergency medical stuff. That was, you know,
nmore -- that was ne.

I as working with the ESU team
and the police assets that were in the command
post. As a former dispatcher, he had the ability

to do that. And |l rart of the ESU team on
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his own tinme.

Q. But it's not as if |l woul d then relay
over to you every single thing that he is saying or
doi ng?

A. No. Not from the police side of things,
no. Not at all.

Q. Okay. All right. Thank you.

And my only |ast quick one is you
mentioned the Secret Service drone person.

A. Yes.

Q. And that that person had a little trouble
with the equi pment.

| think |I understood, but | just want to
confirm if you recall: Did it look to you nore
i ke that person was having trouble with his
physi cal equipnment, |ike a cable had snapped or
somet hing, or was it more that he was having a
reception --

A. He was tal king about connectivity. He
tal ked about, specifically verbalized, he was
havi ng troubl e connecting to the cellular network.
So. ..

Q. Got it. The equipment itself physically
seenmed to be perfectly fine, as far as you could

see?
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A. As far as | -- yeah. And | don't know what
the equi pment normally does. So... | "' m not
fam liar with that, but, yes.

Q. Thank you very much. 'l turn it back

over to nmy coll eagues.

B Court Reporter, I'm
!

BY I

Q. We're going to pick up again and kind of go
back and forth a little off because we're working
off an outline. So | want to make sure we cl eaned
up anything that I m ght have had.

So we tal ked about the trailer. W

tal ked about who was in the trailer. Just to be
clear, not having been there, could nore people
have fit, if possible?

A. Yeah. Absol utely.

Q. So someone from ESU could have fit?
A. Are you tal king about in the trailer?
Q. My apol ogies. Secret Service command post.

A. Yeah. Oh, absolutely. Mor e people could
have fit. There were people in there, in ny
opi nion, who were there as a rest and respite

center as opposed to being part of the command
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staff.

So there were probably, if | had to
guess, there were probably 30-plus chairs set up in
t hat square. |It's a fairly large square. And
there were only six that were dedicated, that |
knew of, as part of the command staff for the
Secret Service and state police, myself, and the
two individuals fromthe grounds.

Everybody el se was in and out. Some of
them were plainclothes officers who were out in the
crowd and then would come in and, you know, sit in
the air conditioning for a little bit, get
something to drink, and go back out.

Q. So to the extent sonmeone from ESU or the
sheriff's office or Butler PD, they could have gone
in there and set up?

A. Correct.

Q Pl enty of roonf?

A. Correct.

Q Any sense on why Secret Service only wanted
one county person in there?

A. | can't speak to that. It's not what had
happened in 2020.

Q. Where everyone was in that unified comand?

A. Everybody was in one unified command.
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Q. You talked little bit with || B about

Butl er EMS versus ESU.

Did you have the sense -- | know you
menti oned you didn't have a sense either way in
whet her you thought they were the same -- did you
have a sense that Secret Service thought, though,

t hey were under the same hierarchy, EMS and ESU, or
no sense?

A. No. No.

Q. No, you didn't have an understandi ng of
what they thought?

A. You know, they met with the ESU fol ks. So
they clearly knew who the | eadership of the ESU
t eam was.

Q. And do you have any sense on, if ESU had
been asked to be in that trailer, any reason they
woul d have potentially said no? O in the conmmand

post, not the trailer.

A. No. They would have sent a liaison. They
did the last time. | believe they had sent
sonmebody there in 2020. |*'m not 100 percent sure
of that.

Q. Last point in the command post:

Under st andi ng that your role is EMS and not police,

not patrol, to the extent that something happened

LaGanba Reporting Services
www. | aganbar eporti ng. com (412) 458-0439




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

86

in the trailer that involved police or ESU, what is
your understandi ng of how Secret Service would have
been notified about that, especially within the
command post?

A. Well, | know that the ESU had direct

communi cation with the Hercul es sniper team They

al so offered them radios, from what | understand --
again, third-party information -- so that they
woul d have access to the ESU channel s. | don't

believe they utilized that; but, again, third
party. | wasn't part of those discussions.
But | would think that if they had
something critical, they would communicate it
t hrough the radio to sonmebody in the Secret Service
command post, whether it was nyself or |l and
l et them know and we could have verbalized it to
them So that's one way. That's one avenue.
There's al so, you know, the avenue --
know that the ESU | eader was in contact with the

state police representative via phone call,

cellular phone call. | don't know about text
messages. | wasn't in there during that tinme.
So. ..

Q. Got it. And | want to hit on radio because

that's the part we're trying to wrap our heads
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around.
So tell me if I"'mwong on this. W met
with the sheriff, who kind of showed us the radio
| ocal ly.
Can that radio do, you said, nmultiple
channel s?
A. Mm hmrm
Q. So, for instance, on this day, we heard --
and if you don't know these things, tell me -- but
there's |ike OPS 3 for |local police, maybe an OPS 4
for the ESU teams, there's patrol.
A one-way radio can do all those; is
that right?
A. Correct. It has access to all those talk
groups, the police band radios.
Q. You had one of those?

A. Mm hnrm

Q. In the Secret Service post?

A. Correct.

Q. Were there additional ones for themto use
t here?

A. We al ways have additional radios for

anybody who wants a radio. Ri ght? We want people
to have access to our system understanding that

di sparate systens creates issues.
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So we al ways make radi os avail abl e.
Nobody from the Secret Service command room asked

for a radio or asked to have access to a radio.

Again, | know of no third party that
offered radios to the sniper teans. | wasn't part
of that, but | would have supported it because

that's what we typically do.

Q. So you're not sure if the Hercul es Secret
Service counter-sni per teanms had radios?

A. | don't know what they had.

Q. When you were in the command post, did you

hear anyone |listening to, say, OPS 3 local police

or OPS 47
A. No.
Q. Who was -- again, your impression -- who

was in charge within the Secret Service command

post ?
A. There was one guy that was the
communi cations guy, and | believe his name was

Il "hat was it. That's the only one | really
knew.

Q. So under your inmpression, he was kind of
directing things in there?

A. Yeah. He was the only one in there besides

t he drone guy. And, again, he stepped outside.
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So. ..

Q. So there were only two Secret Service
agents in that building?

A. Dedi cated, correct. There were a couple
that came in and out. You know, they were, again,
probably respite and then out and doing stuff out
in the crowd, patrolling whatever they were doing.
| don't know.

Q. FirstNet, | just want to clarity: You have
it on your personal phone?

A. Correct.

Q. And is that somet hing where you go in and
get sonething technologically done to it, or is it
speci al hardware?

A. So it's a special SIMcard that gives you
priority over general public traffic on cellular
devi ces.

Q. Under st ood.

A. AT&T. It's a national-- it's a federal
program for a whole host of people, but nmostly
emergency folks. Nurses are eligible. Things like
t hat .

Q. And you had no problem communi cati ng
because you had that?

A. | didn't, no.
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Q. | want to quickly switch to the trailer.

From your understandi ng, and maybe tal ks

with I or just your understanding generally,

di d Secr et
A. No.

personal ly

Service have any presence within that?
They were told -- | invited them

invited them that they could have a

presence in our trailer and was very pronptly told,

"No. We have our own security room"

Q. Did anyone flag that as an issue of

concern, or

was it just sort of Secret Service does

their thing?

A. | didn't. | certainly didn't flag it. It

was just, more or less, like you said. Okay, they

do their own thing. So. .

Q. Qui
again, you'

ever detect

ckly on the drone guy. To your --
re watching them you're there -- did he
any drones?

Did he ever notice anything?

A. He was outsi de. So once he noved outside,

| didn't see him again.

Q. Il want to tal k about your role, and | think

I understood this from what |l \as asking.

So Secret Service, they asked you to be there in

sort of an

undefi ned capacity?

Did they inmply you should be an
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all-county |iaison?

A. They didn't. It was an undefi ned capacity.
Just somebody from the county in the command post.
They did not specifically say a role.

Q. So they didn't specifically or explicitly

tell you, "Hey, we need you to coordinate county

assets"?
A. No.
Q. They were just |like, "Hey, you're fromthe

county. You come here"?
A. Yeah, basically.
Q. And you said that is not the way it was

previously done when there was a unified conmand

post ?
A. No. Correct.
Q. You know, from an EMS side, is there a best

practice there, or is that more of a | aw
enforcement priority?

A. No. It's best practice to have everybody
in the same room for any enmergency services,
whether it's fire, police or EMS

Q. And | think -- | mean, we haven't heard the
answer to this -- I"massumng it's no -- but is

there any reason Secret Service, Pennsylvania State

Police, anyone other than the county, ever gave for
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not having a unified post?
A. No.
Q. And it seens |ike had

or had Secret Service all owed

there been a desire

it, there would have

been plenty of roomw thin the command post for it?

A. Absol utely. Absol utel
roomthan what it was in 2020
one space.

Q. | want to take a step

y. It was a bigger

when we were all in

back to events

beyond -- we're calling it J-13.

First |large events,
and woul d you be expecting cel

in an event like this?

would it be typica

| coverage to be down

A. It's not unexpected, but, however, we did

not anticipate it, given that

there's two cel

towers that are right on the site, plus multiple

towers that are in the i medi ate area.

We did not anticipate that, but we

didn't anticipate the crowds t
as what they were. We had a f

i dea.

o be quite as |arge

eeling, but we had no

Q. And that's my foll owup question: The sense

of it going down is because of
crowd?

A. Yeah.

the size of the
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Q. There's a brief nmention of being sort of
more circunmspect in |location for |aw enforcement
and conmmand posts.

Is that a typical request?

A. Clarify.

Q. Yeah. So | think you mentioned, "We were
ki nd of asked to be out of sight"?

A. Sur e.

Q. Tell me how that --

A. [t's not uncommon to be out of sight.

Li ke, obviously, we have different areas outside of
this event, |ike hot zone, warm zone, cold zone.
Ri ght ?

You don't want the command post in the
hot zone where the activity is. You want it kind
of outside of that. That's typical for all events,
including this one, a planned event.

You don't want to be right in the m ddle
of the crowd. You want to be out where there's
some area in the warm or cold area. So it's out of
the hot zone, nmore or |less, where all the activity
may occur.

Q. s that just for movement purposes? For
security purposes?

A. Yes.
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Q. Tell me about that.

A. | mean, it's both.

Q. Bot h?

A. Yeah. I mean, it's more for the ability

for people to transition in and out of areas and
also for security.

You want to make sure that we don't have
t he general public in a command post area.

Q. And is that how it was simlarly reflected
at the 2020 event?

A. Yes. It was in a secure building.

Q. And rem nd ne. |"m sure | mssed this.
Where was the 2020 event?

A. It was at the Butler Airport, the |arge
Butler Airport that's in Penn Township. Air mles
fromthe Farm Show grounds, probably six, seven air
m |l es.

Q. So there had been some kind of back and
forth. So that is not the airstrip adjacent to the

farm grounds?

A. No. That's a very small -- just, you know,
very small plane-based airport. This airport wll
be able to -- has the ability to land jets. Not

| arge jets but small jets.

Q. So at that farm grounds or that adjacent
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grandstand area, had that area ever had an event
li ke this?

A. Not to my know edge. Not in my lifetinme.

Q. Do you have any -- and again, | know you're
not a police officer -- but from an EMS
perspective, do you have any concerns about this
area?

s there anything about it, sort of
capacity control or anything, that raised hackl es?

A. I mean, not in ny |ane. | just worry about
what | had to worry about: I|ife safety.

Q. Yeah. And to that end -- this may be the
same answer here -- but we tal ked about the AGR
conmpl ex. | know you weren't there. | know you
weren't near there. But to the extent that you had
any visibility, did you notice people outside the
fence line? Near it?

A. | did.

Q. What were your thoughts on that?

A. It's kind of typical for any event for
people to hang out, you know, in the areas where
they -- it's not an uncompon occurrence.

Even during the farm show, some of the
events, you'll see people hanging outside the

arenas and things |ike that because they don't want
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to pay the adm ssion fee or they don't want to go
t hrough the hassle of the crowds. Whatever it may
be. They want to drink their own beer al ongside
the fence. | don't know.
So it's not atypical for that to happen.
Q. When you saw that, again, did you have any

concerns or just sort of hey, that's typically what

happens?

A. It'"s not my |ane, so | didn't have any
concerns.

Q. That makes sense.

And then taking a much | arger step back,
obvi ously you've been through a number of
intervi ews. | "' m sure you' ve seen sone of the
coverage of this.

s there anything you think we should
know ei t her about how this went down from-- well,

let's start with this: Anything from any ot her
interviews you' ve done that you think would be
hel pful for us as the Task Force?

A. No. | tell the same story every tinme. I
have nothing to hide.

Q. What about things in the coverage you' ve

seen of this? Anything you think is worth

di spelling or you think has been presented falsely
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or anything you want to get on the record?
A. Well, | think Iike any media coverage, you
know, it's the sensationalism and the ability to

get the scoop kind of sonetinmes surpasses the

truth.

So there haven been things that | have
noticed in the press that | know aren't true, but,
you know, that happens, | think, with any | arge

event, but, yeah.
Does that answer your question?

Q. Yeah. I mean, it was really opened up to
you to the extent that this is an opportunity
wher e, you know, people who are investigating this
from an external standpoint -- the Secret Service
and FBI -- if there are things you think we should
know t hat would be hel pful.

A. No. | mean, | think you guys are on the
right track. I think that, you know, having a
uni fi ed command post is key in any emergency
situation, any planned event, so that everybody is
on the same page and everybody is in the same room

" m not sure why that didn't happen at
this time. I can always sit and Monday
guarterback. Right? 1'm not a police officer, but

I can stand in the mddle of that field and tell
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you that | think there's vulnerabilities in some of

t hese areas.

Q. Sure.

A. You know, that's just -- you know, anybody
can do that. But I'mnot a police officer. | stay
in my own | ane. "' m not going to comment on that.

But | can just tell you for sure that

the event factually was completely different than

what it was in October of 2020.

Q. Personnel were different from Secret
Service?

A. Yeah. | didn't recognize anybody this time
fromthe 2020 event. It doesn't mean they weren't
t here. | just didn't recognize them

Q. And can you think of any -- and again, very
much understanding you stay in your |ane -- but is

there any other reason you can think of that the
coordi nation and the | evel of conmunication was
done differently?
Any justification that was presented or

cont enmpl at ed?

A. I mean, | can have an opinion that perhaps
a sitting president gets a nmore enhanced protection
detail than a former president, presidenti al

candi dat e.
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| mean, that's all opinion, though. I

don't have any facts on that.

Q. That's not from your observations?
No.
BY I
Q. Just a few quick cleanups fromnmy end, as
wel | .
B as asking about sort of l|ine of
si ght and positioning. I think you said earlier

that it was very important for your assets to be
out of the sight line of the press.

Who did that direction come fronf?

A. Actually, the Secret Service said that, but

| think their direction came from somebody el se.
don't know whether it was Secret Service conmmand.
I don't know whether it was canpai gn. | couldn't
tell you.

But | can tell you that the Secret
Service staff that we met with said that very
clearly; that it just needed to be out of the line
of sight.

Q. Were there any other typical assets that

you woul d have wanted to be onsite that you were

told couldn't be there?
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A. Not from our perspective, no. Not from
Emer gency Managenent .

Q. Are you aware from a | aw enforcement
perspective?

A. Not that |'m aware of.

Q. On the EMS 911 side of things, were there
any calls in to 911 regarding a suspicious person
or a drone flying?

A. Not to my know edge.

Q. And | think also on the point of comparing
the two Trump canpai gn events, you said -- |
believe you said -- it seemed odd that the Secret
Service didn't have a dedicated communi cati on

source, a satellite of their own, or something |ike

t hat ?

A. For the drone guy.

Q. For the drone?

A. Yes.

Q. Are you aware of them having such a source
in 20207

A. | don't know that. | don't at all. MWhat
they had -- | know they didn't have the sane
I ssues.

Q. Under st ood. | think that's --
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BY

Q. One qui ck thing.

So sort of cards on the table for us, it
should be pretty clear at this point we're kind of
interested in the trailers, the command post, and
t hose comunications. Tell me if this is wrong:

Out side the perimeter there were Butler
| ocal assets, and they would be on the |ocal police
radi os?

A. Correct.

Q. Those were in the trailer, but beyond you,
you didn't see any Secret Service people using
those; is that right?

A. They didn't use our radios at all, our
system at all.

Q. So to the extent a Butler patrol officer on
the OPS 3 channel or ESU on OPS 4 may have reported
somet hing, within the Secret Service command post,
there was no one dedicated to listening to those
channel s?

A. No.

Q. The way that potentially could have been
relayed was in the trailer where people were
listening to those?

A. Correct.
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Q. And then if there was a conmmunication that
was rel ayed over one of those |ocal channels in the
trailer, there was no dedicated path to get that
fromthe trailer to the comnmand post?

A. There was a dedicated path with the radio
systemif they would have used it.

Yeah, they could have done it. It could
have wor ked.

Q. Right. And | understand it was not EMS
responsibility to coordinate police traffic.

A. Correct.

Q. But to the extent that there was any, it
was cell phones? It was texting? It wasn't radio?
A. Yeah. It was not radio. They did not

utilize radio technol ogy, to ny know edge.

There were communi cations fromthe
Secret Service conmmand post to the trailer. There
wer e not dedicated communi cations back to the
Secret Service conmmand post about a suspicious
person, to my knowl edge.

There was a phone call to the state
police fromthird-party information that, of
course, you read in the press that received that
i nformation.

Q. And from your experience, that |ack of
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communi cations is somewhat of an anomaly relative
to other events?
A. In my experience, if everybody was in the
same room then you would alleviate those issues.
Q. | don't think |I have anything el se.
B So we can go off the
record.
Thank you.
(I'ntervi ewee excused.)

(I'nterview concluded at 10:55 a.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

| SN do hereby certitfy

that | have read the foregoing transcript of ny
interview, and it is a true and correct copy of nmy
testi mony, except for the changes, if any, made by

me on the attached Correction Sheet.

I
(Dat e) o
Not ary Public
( Dat e)
pjr
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CERTI FI CATE

I, 1 do hereby certify that
the interview of | INENEGgGgNgEoNEE 2s recorded

stenographically by me and then reduced to

typewriting under my direction and constitutes a

true record of the testimny given by said
interviewee, all to the best of my skill and
ability.

| N W TNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set

hand on the 18th day of Septenber, 2024.

Court Reporter
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Majority Errata Sheet for the Transcribed Interview of
dated September 5. 2024

Page | Line | Change

10 8 CHANGE “federal” TO “Federal”
17 ) CHANGE “eight” TO “a”

17 8 CHANGE “posts” TO “post”

19 23 CHANGE “MAGs” TO “mags”
20 2 CHANGE “MAGs” TO “mags”
24 13 CHANGE “MAGs” TO “mags”
30 4 CHANGE “issue” TO “ESU”

43 21 STRIKE “the”




Minority Errata Sheet for the Transcribed Interview of
dated September 5. 2024

Page | Line | Change

2 9 CHANGE “Staff Director Minority Counsel” TO “Staff
Director, Task Force Minority”

2 10 CHANGE “Investigative Counsel, Minority” TO
“Investigative Counsel, Task Force Minority”

2 11 CHANGE “Investigative Counsel, Minority” TO
“Investigative Counsel, Task Force Minority”

45 25 ADD “Minority” BEFORE “Exhibit A”

46 1 STRIKE “Minority”

59 1 CHANGE “Secret Service” TO “Secret Service’s”
78 11 CHANGE “respected” TO “respective”

85 1 ADD “a” BEFORE “little”

85 23 CHANGE “in” TO “on”

87 12 CHANGE “a one-way” TO “one”

92 22 CHANGE “followup” TO “follow-up”

93 5 CHANGE “.” TO “?”
101 |13 CHANGE”;” TO “-*
192 |9 CHANGE “EMS” TO “EMS’s”

102 |13 CHANGE all “?” TO “.”




Errata Sheet for the Transcribed Interview of
dated September 5. 2024

Page | Line | Change

17 7-8 Strike “eight”

22 17 Change “EMG” to “EMS”
30 4 Change “Issue” to “ESU”






