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1                :  So we are now on the
  
2     record.  Today is September 6, 2024, and this is a
  
3     transcribed interview of Butler Township police
  
4     officer .
  
5                House Resolution 1367 directed this Task
  
6     Force to investigate the facts and circumstances of
  
7     the attempted assassination of Donald J. Trump on
  
8     July 13, 2024 in Butler, Pennsylvania.
  
9                Pursuant to House Resolution 1367,
  

10     Chairman Kelly and Ranking Member Crow have
  

11     requested this interview as part of the Task
  

12     Force's investigation.
  

13     :
  

14        Q.   Can the witness please state their name and
  

15     spell their last name for the record.
  

16        A.     Last name .
  

17        Q.   Thank you, .
  

18                My name is , and I'm a
  

19     senior counsel with the Task Force.  I want to
  

20     thank you for coming in today for this interview.
  

21     The Task Force recognizes and appreciates that you
  

22     are here voluntarily.
  

23                You're allowed to have an attorney
  

24     present to advise you during this interview.  We
  

25     see that you have an attorney representing you in a
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1     personal capacity here today.
  
2                  Will counsel please
  
3     identify themselves for the record.
  
4                :  ,
  
5     .
  
6                :  So next, starting with the
  
7     Majority and then Minority, can the additional
  
8     staff members please introduce themselves with
  
9     their name, title and affiliation.
  

10                :  , Senior
  

11     Professional Staff Member, Task Force Majority.
  

12                :  ,
  

13     Investigative Counsel, Task Force Minority.
  

14                :  , Legislative
  

15     Attorney with the Congressional Research Service,
  

16     but I'm supporting the Task Force.
  

17                :  ,
  

18     Minority Staff Director.
  

19                  Thank you, all.
  

20     BY :
  

21        Q.   So, , before we begin, I would like
  

22     to go over the ground rules for this interview.
  

23                The way the interview will proceed is as
  

24     follows:  The Majority and Minority staff will
  

25     alternate asking you questions, 30 minutes per side
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1     per round, until each side is finished with its
  
2     questioning.
  
3                The Majority staff will begin and
  
4     proceed for 30 minutes, and then the Minority staff
  
5     will have 30 minutes to ask questions.  We will
  
6     then alternate back and forth in this manner until
  
7     both sides have no questions.
  
8                If either side is in the middle of a
  
9     specific line of questioning, they may choose to
  

10     end a few minutes past each half an hour to assure
  

11     completion of that specific line of questioning,
  

12     including any pertinent followups.
  

13                In this interview, while one member of
  

14     the staff for each side may lead the questioning,
  

15     additional staff may ask questions.
  

16                There's a court reporter taking down
  

17     everything I say and everything that you say to
  

18     make a written record of this interview.  For the
  

19     record to be clear, please wait until the staff
  

20     member questioning you finishes each question
  

21     before you begin your answer, and the staff member
  

22     will wait until you finish your response before
  

23     proceeding to the next question.
  

24                Further, to ensure the court reporter
  

25     can properly record this interview, please speak
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1     clearly, concisely and slowly.  The court reporter
  
2     cannot record nonverbal answers such as nodding or
  
3     shaking your head.  So it is important that you
  
4     answer each question with an audible, verbal
  
5     answer.
  
6                Do you understand?
  
7        A.   I do.
  
8        Q.   We want you to answer our questions in the
  
9     most complete and truthful manner possible, so we
  

10     will take our time.
  

11                If you have any questions or do not
  

12     fully understand the question, please let us know
  

13     and we will attempt to clarify, add context to, or
  

14     rephrase our questions.
  

15                Do you understand?
  

16        A.   Yes, I do.
  

17        Q.   If we ask about specific conversations or
  

18     events in the past and you're unable to recall the
  

19     exact words or details, you should testify to the
  

20     substance of those conversations or events to the
  

21     best of your recollection.
  

22                If you recall only a part of a
  

23     conversation or event, you should give us your best
  

24     recollection of those events or parts of
  

25     conversations that you recall.
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1                Do you understand?
  
2        A.   Yes.
  
3        Q.   And although you are here voluntarily and
  
4     we will not swear you in today, you are required
  
5     pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 1001, to answer all
  
6     questions from Congress truthfully.  This also
  
7     applies to questions posed by congressional staff
  
8     in an interview.
  
9                Do you understand?
  

10        A.   Yes.
  

11        Q.   If at any time you make knowingly false
  

12     statements, you could be subject to criminal
  

13     prosecution.
  

14                Do you understand?
  

15        A.   Yes.
  

16        Q.   Is there any reason you are unable to
  

17     provide truthful testimony in today's interview?
  

18        A.   No.
  

19        Q.   Please note that if you wish to assert a
  

20     privilege over any statement today, that assertion
  

21     must apply within the rules of the Task Force on
  

22     the attempted assassination of Donald J. Trump.
  

23                For the Chair to consider assertions of
  

24     privilege over testimony or statements, witnesses
  

25     or entities must clearly state the specific
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1     privilege being asserted and the reason for the
  
2     assertion on or before the scheduled date of
  
3     testimony or appearance.
  
4                Do you understand?
  
5        A.   Yes.
  
6        Q.   Finally, I'd like to note that the content
  
7     of what we discuss here today is confidential.  We
  
8     ask that you not speak about what we discuss today
  
9     in this interview to any outside individual in
  

10     order to preserve the integrity of the
  

11     investigation.
  

12                For these same reasons, the marked
  

13     exhibits used today will be provided to the court
  

14     reporter so that they may go in the official
  

15     transcript, and any copies of those exhibits will
  

16     be returned to us when we wrap up.
  

17                We plan to take a five-minute break at
  

18     the end of each 30-minute section of questioning,
  

19     but if you need a longer break or a break before
  

20     that, please let us know and we are happy to
  

21     accommodate.
  

22                However, to the extent that there's a
  

23     pending question, we would ask that you finish
  

24     answering the question before we take the break.
  

25                Do you understand?
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1        A.   Yes.
  
2        Q.   Do you have any questions before we begin?
  
3        A.   I do not.
  
4        Q.   Okay.  The time is now 2:40 p.m.  Majority
  
5     staff will now begin its questioning.
  
6                , how long have you worked at
  
7     the Butler Township Police Department?
  
8        A.   Going on 18 years.
  
9        Q.   And how long have you been in your present
  

10     role?
  

11        A.   Since I started.  18 years.
  

12        Q.   And what are your daily responsibilities in
  

13     your current role?
  

14        A.   Patrol.  Patrol has multiple aspects:
  

15                We do details.  To enforce traffic
  

16     violations.  To enforce crime.  Responding to calls
  

17     coming through the 911 Center.  Protect and serve
  

18     the public.
  

19        Q.   When did you first learn that the former
  

20     president was coming to Butler?
  

21        A.   Approximately a couple weeks prior, I
  

22     believe.
  

23        Q.   And how did you learn of it?
  

24        A.   I believe it was someone at the station
  

25     said there's a detail coming up.
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1        Q.   And were you involved in any advanced
  
2     planning prior to July 13?
  
3        A.   No, I was not.
  
4        Q.   Did you know who from the Butler Police
  
5     Department was a part of the advance planning team?
  
6        A.   My assumption was just Lieutenant .
  
7        Q.   Why is that your assumption?
  
8        A.   Because he's in charge of the department.
  
9        Q.   Prior to July 13, sir, did you do any
  

10     walkthroughs at the campaign rally location?
  

11        A.   I did not.
  

12        Q.   We've been told that there were two command
  

13     posts.  One was the Emergency Department trailer
  

14     and one was the Secret Service command post.
  

15                Is that in line with your recollection?
  

16        A.   I was informed there were command posts.  I
  

17     didn't have the details of the different command
  

18     posts, but I knew there was an operations center.
  

19        Q.   Okay.  And when did you become aware of
  

20     this?
  

21        A.   That morning when I was given the briefing
  

22     of my detail.
  

23        Q.   And do you know who made the decision to
  

24     have the two posts?
  

25        A.   I do not.
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1        Q.   And were you in either of those posts --
  
2        A.   I was not.
  
3        Q.   -- or those locations before July 13?
  
4        A.   No.  Not in that capacity.  I'm familiar
  
5     with the Farm Show grounds.
  
6        Q.   Did any discussion of the AGR building come
  
7     up in advanced planning conversations?
  
8        A.   I was never part of the advanced planning
  
9     program or conversations.
  

10        Q.   Were you aware of any conversations
  

11     regarding the day-of communications between the
  

12     Secret Service and local law enforcement?
  

13        A.   I was not.  I'm not.
  

14        Q.   Were you aware of any plans for the Secret
  

15     Service to use local law enforcement radios?
  

16        A.   I was not.
  

17        Q.   One last question:  Were officers given an
  

18     option in terms of comp or overtime to work the
  

19     rally that day on July 13?
  

20        A.   Could you specify what you mean by
  

21     "option"?  I can elaborate.
  

22                There was a posted detail of overtime,
  

23     if available, to help out.  So whoever was
  

24     available could sign on for the overtime detail.
  

25        Q.   And it's our understanding, sir, that
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1     initially overtime was the presented option.
  
2     However, that was changed to comp time.
  
3                Is that your understanding, as well?
  
4        A.   No.  I have no workings with that.  I have
  
5     no idea.
  
6        Q.   Okay.  So for purposes of the record, this
  
7     detail was offered under the guise of overtime?
  
8        A.   Correct.  To me, that's what my
  
9     understanding is, yes.
  

10        Q.   Okay.  Thank you.
  

11                I'd like to move to the campaign rally
  

12     the day of July 13.
  

13                Can you briefly discuss a timeline of
  

14     events for that day, starting with any operational
  

15     briefings that may have occurred?
  

16        A.   The initial operation briefing for me was
  

17     at 9:30 that morning, approximately.  We went over
  

18     with the chief the Butler Township Operation Plan,
  

19     which is sitting in front of me.  I believe you
  

20     guys have a copy of it.
  

21                We went over the details of that.  I was
  

22     assigned my post, which was at Whitestown Road and
  

23     Meridian Road, and by roughly 10:00 in the morning,
  

24     I was stationary at Whitestown Road and Meridian
  

25     Road.
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1        Q.   And could you go into whether there was a
  
2     briefing or the details of that briefing?
  
3        A.   Sure.  I mean, the Operation Plan broke
  
4     down that our duty was to do traffic control to get
  
5     motorcade in and out safely, shut down the
  
6     roadways, and we were given assignments.  Different
  
7     officers were given different intersections to
  
8     maintain and stay at.
  
9        Q.   Who conducted this briefing, sir?
  

10        A.   Lieutenant .
  

11        Q.   And who was present at the briefing?
  

12        A.   I'm going to go with the list of the people
  

13     you have on the list for operation planner:
  

14                It would be Sergeant .  I believe
  

15     Detective  might have been there.  Some
  

16     people work night turn into daylight.  Probably
  

17     Patrolman .  That's all that can come to my
  

18     head right now.
  

19                There were, I believe, five of us, plus
  

20     a lieutenant.  So...
  

21        Q.   Thank you.
  

22        A.   I didn't take note of who was in the room
  

23     with us.
  

24        Q.   I'd like to introduce as Majority Exhibit 1
  

25     the Butler Township Operation Plan.
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1                (Majority Exhibit No. 1 was marked for
  
2     identification.)
  
3        Q.   Sir, was anyone from the Secret Service at
  
4     this briefing?
  
5        A.   No.
  
6        Q.   Was anyone from any other law enforcement
  
7     agencies at this briefing?
  
8        A.   No.
  
9        Q.   Was there any information about any known
  

10     or suspected threats toward former President Trump
  

11     discussed during the briefing?
  

12        A.   No.
  

13        Q.   Was any information shared with you
  

14     regarding how a potential shooter should be handled
  

15     or how responsibility would be split up?
  

16        A.   No.
  

17        Q.   What about other emergencies?
  

18        A.   We were on Operation Channel 3.  Anything
  

19     that needed attention, as in an emergency, we can
  

20     talk amongst ourselves.  Traffic detail was relayed
  

21     on OPS 3.  On OPS 3, we went to the command center
  

22     and they would handle it.
  

23        Q.   Were there any other handouts at the
  

24     briefing other than the Operation Plan?
  

25        A.   No.
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1                Oh, yes, there was.  The vehicle code on
  
2     parking violations because we had information that
  
3     if people tried to park alongside the road, we
  
4     needed to make sure -- and I'm not sure if that is
  
5     part of the packet you handed me or not -- I didn't
  
6     go through it -- make sure there would be a
  
7     citation and the vehicle would be moved off the
  
8     highway.
  
9                :  It's in there.
  

10                :  It's in there?  Okay.  Thank
  

11     you.
  

12        Q.   Sir, I'd like to draw your attention to
  

13     Page 3, if you could, of the Operation Plan.
  

14        A.   Okay.
  

15        Q.   Page 3, the heading here, Detail
  

16     Encounters, goes over suspicious activity and
  

17     behavior and provides instruction that the member
  

18     will contact the command post to advise them of the
  

19     issue.
  

20                Which command post was that?
  

21        A.   I had one command post I know of at that
  

22     point.
  

23        Q.   And which one was that, sir?
  

24        A.   I believe the command post I was informed
  

25     of was at the Brady Paul Lodge.  At least that's
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1     the one I'm familiar with.
  
2        Q.   And who was present at that command post?
  
3        A.   I have no idea.
  
4        Q.   So how would you contact that command post?
  
5        A.   On OPS 3 radio.
  
6        Q.   On OPS 3.  And you did not know who you
  
7     would be radioing to?
  
8        A.   Correct.
  
9        Q.   Was that of concern to you?
  

10        A.   No.  That was operations.  I wasn't part of
  

11     the planning.  Obviously, the operations site has
  

12     people that man the radios, communicate amongst
  

13     themselves.
  

14        Q.   Sir, moving over to Page 6, if you could,
  

15     please.  At the bottom of Page 6 --
  

16        A.   Mine aren't numbered.  I'm sorry.
  

17        Q.   That's okay.  You're on the correct --
  

18        A.   Medical Unit?
  

19        Q.   Yes.
  

20        A.   Okay.
  

21        Q.   At the bottom here, sir, you'll see a
  

22     section under Command/Control where it specifies,
  

23     "Team 400 will be responsible for all active
  

24     threats, civil disturbances, motorcade vehicles
  

25     while at Farm Show grounds."
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1                Sir, who comprised Team 400?
  
2        A.   I have no idea.  Team 400, my
  
3     understanding, working in Butler County, is that's
  
4     the Special Response Team.
  
5        Q.   Sir, did you see or have access to any
  
6     operational plans from the Secret Service?
  
7        A.   No.
  
8        Q.   Did you see or have access to any other
  
9     operational plans from other law enforcement
  

10     agencies?
  

11        A.   No.
  

12        Q.   Did the Secret Service provide you with a
  

13     map of your assignment and other law enforcement
  

14     posts?
  

15        A.   No.
  

16        Q.   At any point on July 13, was there any
  

17     information shared with you by the Secret Service
  

18     regarding communications with the agency if you saw
  

19     something suspicious?
  

20        A.   No.
  

21        Q.   Or if you needed to alert them of
  

22     something?
  

23        A.   I had no interaction with Secret Service at
  

24     all that day.
  

25        Q.   So it's fair to state that the Secret
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1     Service did not provide you with any information
  
2     about how to handle suspicious persons?
  
3        A.   Correct.
  
4        Q.   Now, if we could go back briefly to the
  
5     morning briefing or any operational plans that you
  
6     were aware of.
  
7                Was there any information about the AGR
  
8     building?
  
9        A.   No.
  

10        Q.   Since you stated that you were familiar
  

11     with the grounds, was that of concern to you, sir?
  

12        A.   No.  I had no planning at this rally.
  

13                :  I'd like to note for the
  

14     record if the member present could please introduce
  

15     himself.
  

16                MR. KELLY:  Representative Mike Kelly,
  

17     PA-16, Chair.
  

18                :  Thank you, sir.
  

19     BY :
  

20        Q.   , what was your assignment for that
  

21     day?
  

22        A.   Traffic detail at the intersection of
  

23     Meridian Road and Whitestown Road.  I was to make
  

24     sure the motorcade got through.
  

25                Upon instructions of my lieutenant, I
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1     was to shut down the roadway, clear all the cars
  
2     off the road so the motorcade could get through.
  
3        Q.   Thank you, sir.
  
4                :  And if we could please
  
5     introduce the other member.
  
6                :  Just for the record, I'm
  
7     , Deputy Staff Director for the
  
8     Majority Task Force.
  
9                :  Thank you.
  

10     BY :
  

11        Q.   And how were you given your assignment that
  

12     day, sir?
  

13        A.   By Lieutenant .
  

14        Q.   What time did you get to your assigned
  

15     post?
  

16        A.   Approximately 10:00.  10 a.m.
  

17        Q.   And what instructions were you given about
  

18     your assignment?
  

19        A.   With the Operation Plan in front of me, I
  

20     could briefly go through the whole section, but the
  

21     synopsis was to help with any traffic congestion,
  

22     if possible, so the people attending the rally
  

23     could get in and out if any type of emergency would
  

24     happen on the roadway; remove any vehicles that
  

25     would be blocking the roadway prior to the
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1     motorcade arriving; to make sure I shut down
  
2     traffic and I could get a clear path to the Farm
  
3     Show grounds; and also to stay there, if the
  
4     motorcade had to leave at any point, to make sure I
  
5     could shut down the roadway.
  
6        Q.   And that day, was your radio number ?
  
7        A.   Yes.
  
8        Q.   Okay, sir.  I'd like to move now to the
  
9     operational period of July 13.
  

10                To the best of your ability, sir, can
  

11     you describe your assignment location?
  

12        A.   It's a four-way intersection just northeast
  

13     of the Farm Show grounds.  I believe there's
  

14     probably some type of map in the Operation Plan,
  

15     which is tough to read.
  

16        Q.   And, sir, to assist you, I'd like to
  

17     introduce for the record Majority Exhibit 2.
  

18                (Majority Exhibit No. 2 was marked for
  

19     identification.)
  

20        Q.   I'll ask you, with this pen, if you can
  

21     mark, , your location on the map you were
  

22     just provided.
  

23        A.   I can (indicating).  I'm not sure if that
  

24     helps or not because the dots -- I'm assuming this
  

25     (indicating) is 68.
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1        Q.   Mm-hmm.
  
2        A.   And down below it is Whitestown Road, which
  
3     is at that point almost parallel to Route 68 and
  
4     Meridian Road.
  
5        Q.   Okay.
  
6        A.   I'm not sure if that's sufficient to where
  
7     you want it.
  
8        Q.   Thank you.
  
9                And, sir, do you know where the other
  

10     Butler police personnel were located during the
  

11     campaign rally?
  

12        A.   For the detail, there was an officer at the
  

13     entrance of the Brady Paul Lodge Lane, which goes
  

14     in the back entrance of the Farm Show.
  

15                Then there was an officer sitting at
  

16     Buttercup Road off of Meridian Road to help with
  

17     traffic.
  

18                And there was another Butler Township
  

19     officer at Route 68 and Whitestown Road, and when
  

20     the motorcade came in, officers responded to
  

21     Greenwood Drive and South Benbrook to shut down
  

22     traffic.
  

23        Q.   Do you know, sir, how many Butler police
  

24     personnel were working the campaign rally?
  

25        A.   That were just assigned to that rally?
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1        Q.   Yes, sir.
  
2        A.   Six, I believe, plus my lieutenant.
  
3        Q.   Would you say that there were a sufficient
  
4     amount of officers at the event?
  
5        A.   For the detail I was performing?
  
6        Q.   Yes, sir.
  
7        A.   Yes.  Two officers per intersection.
  
8        Q.   And once at your assigned post, how did you
  
9     communicate with others from the police department?
  

10        A.   On OPS 3, and I believe there were some
  

11     phone calls or text messages.
  

12                Shortly, I guess, at or prior to Trump
  

13     arriving, I lost all service with T-Mobile.  So it
  

14     was radio for me.
  

15        Q.   Thank you, sir.  We're going to move into
  

16     phone communications.
  

17                So was it common among the officers,
  

18     generally, to communicate via text or, you know,
  

19     calling to one another rather than the radio?
  

20        A.   We like to keep -- yes.  We like to keep
  

21     the channel open for emergencies.
  

22        Q.   Okay.  So would you say it's fair that, you
  

23     know, texts would be a quick, you know,
  

24     communication option that officers used to keep the
  

25     radio clear?
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1        A.   Yes.
  
2        Q.   Okay, sir.
  
3                Were there any other means or manners of
  
4     communication used that day other than radio and
  
5     cellphone?
  
6        A.   No, there isn't.
  
7        Q.   So, sir, you had mentioned T-Mobile.  So
  
8     could you please describe phone or service issues
  
9     that you were experiencing?
  

10        A.   I had no service.  I had no signal.
  

11        Q.   And could you give an approximate window of
  

12     when the no-signal issues began and finished
  

13     occurring?
  

14        A.   I could not.  I couldn't give a fair
  

15     estimate.
  

16        Q.   Did you have service in the morning?
  

17        A.   I did.
  

18        Q.   Okay.  But you could not give an
  

19     approximation as to when the issues began?
  

20        A.   I could not.
  

21        Q.   Did you have concerns with the fact that
  

22     you had no service?
  

23        A.   No, because I still had my radio.  OPS 3
  

24     was communicating.
  

25        Q.   And if officers needed to send any kind of
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1     text message and you were unable to receive those
  
2     text messages, how were you able to cover that
  
3     information that wasn't coming through?
  
4        A.   If something important had to come through,
  
5     they would just call us on the radio.  I mean,
  
6     that's how it was.
  
7        Q.   Sir, did you ever receive any pictures of
  
8     the eventual shooter via text or e-mail on July 13?
  
9        A.   I did not.
  

10        Q.   Did you, yourself, sir, send, either via
  

11     tech or e-mail, any pictures of the eventual
  

12     shooter to anyone on July 13?
  

13        A.   I did not.
  

14        Q.   Once at your assigned post, did you ever
  

15     receive any communications or updates from the
  

16     Secret Service?
  

17        A.   No.
  

18        Q.   And how did you understand or what was your
  

19     understanding regarding how you would receive event
  

20     or security-related updates?
  

21        A.   Via radio.
  

22        Q.   Did the Secret Service or anyone else from
  

23     law enforcement advise you to watch for drones?
  

24        A.   Yes.
  

25        Q.   Who?
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1        A.   Lieutenant  during our briefing.
  
2        Q.   Did you see any drones flying during the
  
3     day of the rally, sir?
  
4        A.   I did not.
  
5                Well, I believe a drone went up in the
  
6     evening.  I think they put their own -- someone in
  
7     the law enforcement sent a drone up, but that was
  
8     after the rally was -- during the investigation.
  
9        Q.   So to be clear for the record, sir, that
  

10     was on the evening of July 13?
  

11        A.   Yes.
  

12        Q.   And who sent the drone?
  

13        A.   I don't know who sent it up.  It was ours,
  

14     law enforcement.
  

15                :  But prior to shots being
  

16     fired, you saw no drone?
  

17                :  Correct.
  

18        Q.   And, sir, did the Secret Service ever make
  

19     it known that their unmanned aerial system,
  

20     detection system was delayed in being operational?
  

21        A.   No.
  

22        Q.   So moving to suspicious individuals, sir,
  

23     do you recall how many descriptions of suspicious
  

24     individuals were communicated to you on July 13?
  

25        A.   One.
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1        Q.   One, okay.
  
2                And, , it's our understanding
  
3     that around 5:42 p.m., it was relayed over the
  
4     radio that there was a younger white male with long
  
5     hair that was lurking around the AGR building and
  
6     that he was viewed with a range finder.
  
7                Do you recall when you first heard about
  
8     a suspicious person near the campaign rally
  
9     location?
  

10                :  Yeah, he has a copy of
  

11     the Police Incident Report, which Lieutenant
  

12     provided on a thumb drive this morning.
  

13                So it's the same document.  He's just
  

14     going to refer to that.
  

15                :  Great.
  

16                :  He did a supplemental.
  

17                :  Thank you, sir.
  

18        A.   I believe in my timeline I have at 1754
  

19     hours I was made suspicious of a male wearing a
  

20     gray tee shirt and khaki shorts and possibly had a
  

21     range finder.
  

22                :  Can you repeat that time?
  

23                :  I have it in my report as
  

24     1754 p.m.
  

25     BY :
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1        Q.   Now I'd like to introduce, as Majority
  
2     Exhibit 3, an Area of Operation map, sir.
  
3                (Majority Exhibit No. 3 was marked for
  
4     identification.)
  
5        Q.   Sir, if you could please mark with an X
  
6     where you were located when you first heard about a
  
7     suspicious person near the campaign rally location.
  
8        A.   It's not on here.
  
9        Q.   It's not on here?  Okay, sir.
  

10        A.   I'm trying to find it.
  

11        Q.   And in terms of a description that was
  

12     radioed of the suspicious person, was that in line
  

13     with the description of Mr. Crooks?
  

14        A.   Yes.  Of what I've seen far away.
  

15        Q.   And where did that information come from,
  

16     sir?
  

17        A.   It came over OPS 3, I believe.
  

18        Q.   And can you state from whom?
  

19        A.   I can't clarify who it was from.  I would
  

20     have to be guessing at this point.
  

21        Q.   And you indicated you did not receive,
  

22     personally, any photos of this individual --
  

23        A.   Correct.
  

24        Q.   -- via text?
  

25        A.   Correct.
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1        Q.   What about over e-mail?
  
2        A.   No e-mails.
  
3        Q.   Do you have any knowledge or awareness of
  
4     photos being circulated?
  
5        A.   Yes.
  
6        Q.   And who circulated those photos?
  
7        A.   To the best of my knowledge, it was sent by
  
8     Officer  to certain members of the
  
9     department.
  

10        Q.   Do you know who those members of the
  

11     department were, sir?
  

12        A.   At this point, to the best of my knowledge,
  

13     it was two officers:  Sergeant ; Sergeant
  

14     .
  

15        Q.   Sir, are you aware of who was then tracking
  

16     Mr. Crooks?
  

17        A.   I wasn't.
  

18        Q.   And what steps were then taken by officers
  

19     in order to locate and detain this individual?
  

20        A.   Officers or myself?
  

21        Q.   Officers, in general, or once they became
  

22     aware.
  

23        A.   I believe that Officer  was stationed
  

24     with me at that intersection.  Prior to updates, he
  

25     left to start -- he started walking up towards the
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1     AGR building.  I think that was the last time
  
2     someone seen the individual.
  
3                Sergeant  showed up at my location
  
4     briefly after that who had a photo.  To the best of
  
5     my recollection, Sergeant  showed me a photo
  
6     of Mr. Crooks.
  
7                At that point there was another radio
  
8     transmission.  They were looking for him at the AGR
  
9     building.  Sergeant  departed.  He was in a
  

10     patrol unit, in a patrol vehicle.
  

11                He left and drove towards the AGR
  

12     building, which would have been northwest of my
  

13     location, and I started walking in the area where I
  

14     was posted.
  

15                Then another radio transmission came
  

16     that they last seen him walking towards Sheetz by
  

17     the AGR building, which would have been towards
  

18     where my location was.
  

19                So at that point I started -- between my
  

20     intersection to southwest, say, there's a treeline.
  

21     So I started searching that area.
  

22        Q.   Thank you, sir.  And if we could kind of go
  

23     into a bit more detail here, it's our understanding
  

24     that around 6:03 p.m. you inquired as to whether
  

25     there were two officers and whether the suspicious
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1     individual with a range finder had been detained.
  
2                Do you recall this transmission, sir?
  
3        A.   Two officers?  I'm sorry, ma'am.
  
4        Q.   That you had radioed.  Were there two
  
5     officers and whether the suspicious individual had
  
6     been detained?
  
7        A.   You're asking that question off the radio
  
8     log information you obtained?
  
9        Q.   Yes.
  

10        A.   I did briefly look at that radio log.  To
  

11     the best of my recollection, I was still near the
  

12     intersection of Meridian Road and Whitestown.
  

13                What I thought I transmitted over the
  

14     radio was does the Secret Service want this
  

15     individual detained.  Reading the log, it did not
  

16     reflect on what I thought I said on the radio.
  

17        Q.   Thank you, sir.  And it's our understanding
  

18     that at approximately 6:06 p.m., you started
  

19     heading into the woods behind the cruiser.
  

20                Majority Exhibit 3, are you able to draw
  

21     a line to the area that you started going to?
  

22                :  AGR is at the top;
  

23     right?
  

24                  Yes.
  

25                :  Correct.
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1                :  And these (indicating)
  
2     are the barns.
  
3        A.   I would have been --
  
4                :  If you're off the
  
5     map --
  
6        A.   I'm off the map.
  
7                  You probably want him
  
8     to show you even just an estimate?  Okay.  We can
  
9     do that.
  

10        A.   That's fine.
  

11                So I would have been... (indicating).
  

12        Q.   Thank you, sir.
  

13                And if you could specify again, do you
  

14     know what time you left your post?
  

15        A.   When I radioed if the Secret Service wanted
  

16     that individual detained, it would have been when I
  

17     was starting to walk into the woods, up towards the
  

18     woods, and then briefly when I started leaving my
  

19     area.
  

20        Q.   And, sir, did you see any other law
  

21     enforcement or Secret Service head towards the AGR
  

22     building when you did?
  

23        A.   I was isolated by trees.  It was only
  

24     myself in the area.
  

25        Q.   And were other officers also seeking to
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1     locate this suspicious person?
  
2        A.   Two that I know of, yes, at that point.
  
3        Q.   How many people did you see by the AGR
  
4     building when you arrived?
  
5        A.   When I got into the area of the AGR
  
6     building when I hit the parking lot, three on my
  
7     side.
  
8        Q.   And, sir, given the proximity to the
  
9     campaign rally location, as well as the stage, did
  

10     you find it odd or concerning that so many
  

11     non-screened people were so close?
  

12        A.   I was focused on the AGR building and the
  

13     individual that I at that point would have seen on
  

14     the roof.
  

15                I didn't really pay attention to what's
  

16     the fence line or anything like that.
  

17        Q.   Okay, sir.  When you approached the AGR
  

18     building, did you see anyone on the roof?
  

19        A.   I did.
  

20        Q.   So with the two minutes we have left, it is
  

21     our understanding, , that at 6:08 p.m., you
  

22     are radioed that somebody was on the roof and that
  

23     there was someone on the roof with white shorts.
  

24                Do you recall making this transmission?
  

25        A.   I do, yes.
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1        Q.   And where were you when you made this
  
2     transmission?
  
3        A.   I would have been in the power line,
  
4     walking up the tree line.  A good hundred plus
  
5     yards away from the building.
  
6        Q.   And did the person that you saw on the roof
  
7     match the description of the suspicious individual
  
8     that had been ID'd over the radio moments prior?
  
9        A.   Yes.
  

10        Q.   When you saw someone on the roof, sir, what
  

11     did you then do?
  

12        A.   I made a radio transmission that the male
  

13     was on the roof.  Someone's on the roof.
  

14        Q.   And once you radioed the suspicious
  

15     individual on the roof, what was the protocol in
  

16     terms of next steps?
  

17        A.   I was seeking to locate him, get the
  

18     location.
  

19        Q.   And once you acquired the individual's
  

20     location, what would then be the next steps?
  

21                Would it be detainment?
  

22        A.   Correct.  It was to detain him, as I
  

23     questioned earlier on the radio, if Secret Service
  

24     wanted him detained.
  

25        Q.   Was it any one officer's responsibility to
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1     detain the individual, or could you please describe
  
2     for the record who would sort of be responsible for
  
3     detaining the individual?
  
4        A.   My perception was whoever got to him first.
  
5        Q.   Did you see any officers or other law
  
6     enforcement seeking to get on top of the roof to
  
7     detain the individual?
  
8        A.   Yes.
  
9        Q.   And who did you see trying to get on the
  

10     roof, sir?
  

11        A.   I personally didn't see them.  When I was
  

12     approaching the building, I made contact with two
  

13     officers I work with and gave them a location the
  

14     last time I seen the person on the roof and we need
  

15     to get on the roof.
  

16        Q.   Thank you, sir.  Our time is up.  Thank
  

17     you.
  

18                (Off the record.)
  

19     BY :
  

20        Q.   Thank you again for being here today.  I
  

21     just kind of want to go back and ask a few
  

22     questions about your background.
  

23                So you've been at your current location
  

24     for 18 years?
  

25        A.   Approximately 18 years, yes.
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1        Q.   18, okay.  Awesome.  And did you have any
  
2     experience with rallies before July 13th?
  
3        A.   To this extent of a major rally, no.  I
  
4     can't think of any.
  
5        Q.   Okay.  So you weren't involved in the 2020
  
6     rally that I know a few people were involved in
  
7     with that campaign?
  
8        A.   No.
  
9        Q.   Okay.  What kind of smaller rallies have
  

10     you been involved in?
  

11        A.   Nothing with Butler Township.
  

12        Q.   Okay.  Do you have any experience with
  

13     security details?
  

14        A.   No.
  

15        Q.   With your role, is there any coordination
  

16     that you do just in your normal duties with PSP or
  

17     any other agencies?
  

18        A.   We have a mutual pact.  If anyone needs
  

19     assistance, we help each other out.
  

20        Q.   Okay.  And does that go from officer to
  

21     officer?  Is that more a lieutenant level?
  

22                How do those conversations generally
  

23     happen?
  

24        A.   So my interaction is with state police,
  

25     because that's usually the next jurisdiction we
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1     have because they are around Butler Township.
  
2                Or the City of Butler is when we have
  
3     any type of incidents where we need more manpower,
  
4     anything like that, we would radio.
  
5                And/or if they monitor the
  
6     radiofrequency and there's something, what we call
  
7     a hot call, come in, you know, people usually just
  
8     start responding to it.
  
9        Q.   And then hearing these words a lot, I'm
  

10     just wondering.  So Butler Emergency Services
  

11     versus Butler ESU, in your experience, do people
  

12     usually get these confused, or is it pretty obvious
  

13     that they're two different organizations?
  

14        A.   Emergency Services?
  

15        Q.   Emergency Services versus Butler emergency
  

16     services unit.
  

17        A.   I'm not really aware of the difference.  I
  

18     mean, I know ESU is more of a tactical thing.
  

19     Emergency Services I would associate with 911
  

20     Center OPS plan.
  

21        Q.   So, to your knowledge, do you know?  Did
  

22     the Secret Service reach out to anyone else in your
  

23     organization about having officers patrol the AGR
  

24     complex?
  

25        A.   I had no planning of the situation.  I have
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1     no information on it.
  
2        Q.   And you did not -- you weren't involved in
  
3     the July 8th walkthrough or the July 11th?
  
4                Nothing prior to the 13th?
  
5        A.   Correct.
  
6        Q.   Is it safe to say that the first meeting
  
7     that you had with everybody was the morning meeting
  
8     that you told us about the briefing where
  
9     Lieutenant  went over the OPS plan?
  

10        A.   Correct.
  

11        Q.   Me pausing means I'm just not going to ask
  

12     the questions, so...
  

13        A.   I appreciate it.  I'm here.
  

14        Q.   So can you go over your posts, where your
  

15     post was for us?
  

16        A.   Sure.  That was at the intersection of
  

17     Whitestown Road and Meridian Road, which was, as I
  

18     stated before, the southeast corner of the office
  

19     of the Farm Show grounds.
  

20                Our understanding, I'll add, was the
  

21     motorcade was supposed to come off of 422 and would
  

22     be coming on Meridian Road to the Farm Show
  

23     grounds.
  

24                So we were to shut down traffic and
  

25     notify to not let any traffic come through.
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1        Q.   Okay.  And was there any situation in which
  
2     you were told during the briefing that you should
  
3     leave your post, or what was the guidance that you
  
4     were given about that?
  
5        A.   We were assigned to the post, and if we
  
6     seen, as I said, anything suspicious or anything we
  
7     needed assistance with, we were supposed to notify
  
8     the OPS on Channel 3, OPS 3, and they would
  
9     disseminate who they needed to to handle the
  

10     situation.
  

11        Q.   Okay.  And what was your understanding of
  

12     who was manning OPS 3 for your department?
  

13        A.   I'm assuming it was Lieutenant .
  

14        Q.   And did you communicate with Lieutenant
  

15     over OPS 3 at all on the 13th?
  

16        A.   We did, during the transmission of when the
  

17     motorcade was coming in.
  

18        Q.   And I believe under the OPS Plan that you
  

19     have in front of you -- and I believe this is
  

20     Majority Exhibit 1 -- on Page 3 on the Suspicious
  

21     Activity/Behavior, it reads, "Members will contact
  

22     the command post to advise them of issues and
  

23     provide description of actor and behavior.  If not
  

24     threatening, member will continue with their
  

25     detail."
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1                So in either the briefings that you
  
2     received or in your experience, what does that
  
3     mean, the word "threatening" right there?
  
4        A.   It would mean immediate action to stop
  
5     anyone from getting hurt.
  
6        Q.   Okay.  So for us lay people, what would the
  
7     threat level need to be?  Or maybe, if easier, is
  
8     there an example you would give where it would be
  
9     appropriate to leave your post to deal with it?
  

10        A.   I would say the simplest way to put it, if
  

11     you would see someone protest or something like
  

12     that, get in an altercation, you know, you would
  

13     try to intervene and stop the altercation.
  

14        Q.   Makes sense.  Okay.
  

15                So turn here a little bit to the
  

16     communication tools.  You had your radio.  You had
  

17     your phone.  T-Mobile, there was no service.  So
  

18     you did not receive any text or e-mail of the
  

19     shooter.
  

20                Did you have access to any of the other
  

21     channels on that radio?
  

22        A.   Yes.
  

23        Q.   And did you listen to any other channels
  

24     throughout the day or was OPS 3 --
  

25        A.   In my portable, which I would be carrying
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1     on my person, myself, was on OPS 3.
  
2                The vehicle that I was assigned to that
  
3     day was scanning.  So it would be scanning Channel
  
4     2, which is a primary police channel for that for
  
5     our location for Butler Township in that area, and
  
6     it would be OPS 3, and I believe I might have
  
7     picked up OPS 4.
  
8        Q.   And OPS 4, that was Team 400 that had
  
9     control of it?
  

10        A.   Correct.
  

11        Q.   Now, you mentioned earlier that  had
  

12     a picture that he sent out.
  

13                Do you know why he only sent it to two
  

14     of the team members as opposed to everybody?
  

15        A.   I have no idea.  I don't know who he sent
  

16     it to at that point when it was sent out.  I did
  

17     not have service.
  

18        Q.   Do you know?  Was anyone on your team using
  

19     the APS signal?
  

20                Have you ever heard of the APS signal?
  

21        A.   I have not.  I'm sorry.  So that would be
  

22     no then.
  

23        Q.   Absolutely.
  

24                So you mentioned earlier that you
  

25     weren't involved in any of the decisions with the
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1     command posts.
  
2                Generally, just with your law
  
3     enforcement background, how were command posts
  
4     supposed to function?
  
5        A.   Through my experience, I have never been in
  
6     a command post in that situation.
  
7        Q.   Okay.
  
8        A.   So my understanding is it's manned by
  
9     someone who listens to and makes decisions.
  

10        Q.   Okay.
  

11                  Can I ask just a quick
  

12     one on that?
  

13                :  Please.
  

14     BY :
  

15        Q.   So, in general, if you're communicating on
  

16     that day into the command post on OPS 3 and you say
  

17     whatever it is, whatever the case may be, is the
  

18     expectation that after you finish your message,
  

19     does somebody from inside the command post say
  

20     "Copy," "Over," "Confirmed," or, like, some type of
  

21     confirmation of receipt of whatever it is you --
  

22        A.   Sure.
  

23        Q.   Is that how it normally works?
  

24        A.   Yes.
  

25        Q.   Okay.  Got it.  That's the general system?
 

LaGamba Reporting Services
www.lagambareporting.com         (412) 458-0439



 43
  

  
1        A.   Yes.  Usually, you know, someone would have
  
2     got it.
  
3        Q.   Yeah.  Makes sense.  I don't know if you
  
4     recall -- you may not -- for the 6:08 transmission
  
5     that you got eyes on the individual up on the roof,
  
6     you put that out over OPS 3?
  
7        A.   Correct.
  
8        Q.   Does somebody from inside that command post
  
9     ever end up, if you remember, coming back and
  

10     saying, "Got it"?
  

11        A.   I don't recall.  I treated that at that
  

12     point as -- I was trying to relay as much
  

13     information as possible to everybody in that area.
  

14        Q.   Makes perfect sense.  I was just curious if
  

15     that second part of the back and forth ended up
  

16     happening on the 6:08 transmission, if somebody
  

17     from the command post says, "Received"?
  

18                You just don't recall?
  

19        A.   I don't recall.
  

20        Q.   Thanks.
  

21     BY :
  

22        Q.   Prior to the 13th, do you know?  How were
  

23     assignments made about who would cover which
  

24     responsibilities?
  

25        A.   No duties were planned.
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1        Q.   So you all just showed up, and Lieutenant
  
2      said, "You're going to be here and" --
  
3        A.   I did.
  
4        Q.   Okay.
  
5        A.   I have no idea who was all part of the
  
6     planning, but when I showed up, they gave me my
  
7     assignment.
  
8        Q.   Are you aware of what steps were taken by
  
9     any law enforcement to monitor and secure the site
  

10     after the stage was constructed on, I believe,
  

11     July 12th?
  

12        A.   I do not.
  

13        Q.   And do you know which law enforcement
  

14     agency had the overall responsibility to coordinate
  

15     radio communications between the Secret Service,
  

16     state police and local police on the 13th?
  

17        A.   I do not.
  

18        Q.   So moving to what actually happened on the
  

19     13th and the threat that Crooks posed, just
  

20     generally with law enforcement prior to the rally,
  

21     what did a range finder mean to you?
  

22        A.   Suspicious.  I mean, it puts you on alert.
  

23        Q.   And would you keep that in the suspicious
  

24     person category?  Would that move somebody up to a
  

25     higher category?
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1                What's the law enforcement kind of
  
2     escalation of force or rules of engagement around
  
3     something like a range finder?
  
4        A.   Obviously, that information was provided, I
  
5     believe, as a possible range finder, and that's
  
6     where later on in my transaction that was provided.
  
7                My radio communication was asking if
  
8     they wanted him detained because, obviously, the
  
9     information that was provided to us -- patrol -- it
  

10     caused a concern.  So I had to, you know, see if
  

11     they wanted him detained or not.
  

12        Q.   Yeah.  According to the kind of transcripts
  

13     that we have, it was at 1754 that the command
  

14     notified the township police department on OPS 3 of
  

15     the suspicious person.
  

16                What was it, after that came in at 1754,
  

17     that specifically triggered you to start heading
  

18     over towards the AGR building?
  

19        A.   I believe there was some type of radio
  

20     communication, some type of communication that he
  

21     was last seen at the AGR building, in the area of
  

22     the AGR building, and I believe the transaction,
  

23     radio transaction or -- I'm not sure if it was even
  

24     a phone call -- Sergeant  was up there already
  

25     and he was with me.
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1                So at that point, as I said earlier,
  
2     Sergeant  was with me in patrol.  He already
  
3     had showed me a picture of Crooks, and he, you
  
4     know, immediately departed to assist in trying to
  
5     locate Crooks.
  
6        Q.   Okay.  So had you seen -- when 
  
7     received the picture, was he with you where he
  
8     could show you what the picture looked like?
  
9        A.   I don't recall.  He thought -- he said he
  

10     showed it to me.  I believe that Sergeant 
  

11     showed the picture to me.
  

12                That was the first time I had seen it,
  

13     but like I said, that was within minutes.
  

14        Q.   So you already explained that at 1803 when
  

15     it said we have two officers, your recollection of
  

16     that is asking, "Does the Secret Service want this
  

17     individual detained"; correct?
  

18        A.   Correct.
  

19        Q.   And then at 18:06:18, you said, "Can you
  

20     keep an eye for that person south of Meridian Road?
  

21     I'm going behind in the woods behind the cruiser."
  

22                So is it 1806 where you started?  Excuse
  

23     me.  I think I said 1806.  18:06:18.
  

24                Is that when you start from your cruiser
  

25     through the woods?
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1        A.   At that point I would have -- I believe
  
2     I've already started looking in my area, immediate
  
3     area, and then before I left my post, I wanted to
  
4     notify the person at any other intersection that I
  
5     was leaving.  "Check on; keep an eye on my
  
6     intersection."
  
7        Q.   Who was the other person at your
  
8     intersection?
  
9        A.   That person at my intersection above me?
  

10        Q.   Yes.
  

11        A.   So the person I was radioing that to was
  

12     Sergeant , who was at the intersection of
  

13     Route 68 and Meridian Road.
  

14        Q.   So at that time you're saying to Sergeant
  

15     , "I'm going to head in.  Keep an eye out."
  

16                Was Lieutenant  involved in any
  

17     of these discussions?
  

18        A.   No.
  

19        Q.   At 1808, this is when you let everybody on
  

20     OPS 3 know that someone's on the roof and they have
  

21     white shorts.
  

22                At 18:08:45 you said, "South side.
  

23     Coming around the bend right now towards the
  

24     stage."
  

25                What were you describing at that
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1     timeframe?
  
2        A.   His movement.
  
3        Q.   And then at 18:09:17, you said, "We got
  
4     him.  We don't have him in custody yet, but he's
  
5     right stage in front of me by the pine tree
  
6     standing upwards.  He had a backpack."
  
7                So was he off the roof at that time, or
  
8     was it somebody -- were there -- can you explain?
  
9        A.   I will.  I seen the radio communication,
  

10     and I was trying to relay as much information as
  

11     possible.
  

12                Upon, prior to that radio transmission,
  

13     I spotted him.  You have the timeline.  I was still
  

14     back in the power line.
  

15                I observed a trooper coming on the other
  

16     side of the tree line, coming, approaching the
  

17     building.
  

18                The trooper stopped in the area the last
  

19     time I seen Crooks because he disappeared off the
  

20     corner of the roof.
  

21                My perception at that point across the
  

22     parking lot, that the trooper was making contact
  

23     with him on the roof.  And that's the only thing I
  

24     can elaborate on why that was transmitted.
  

25                I haven't broken down the timeline since
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1     that log came out.
  
2        Q.   Okay.  So just to confirm that I
  
3     understood, you had seen him on the roof, and then
  
4     the trooper was moving in, another trooper, and you
  
5     thought he's going to get there and he is going to
  
6     be able to make connection?
  
7        A.   The trooper arrived at the last point I
  
8     seen him, dropped down off the roof.  Obviously,
  
9     you guys are familiar with the building.  There are
  

10     multiple buildings, and they're connected somehow
  

11     or another.  At that point I didn't know how they
  

12     were connected.
  

13                He dropped off the corner of it, and
  

14     there were two large evergreens.  I call them pine
  

15     trees to make it simple.
  

16                The troop car came at an angle and
  

17     stopped in the area where the pine trees were at
  

18     and he got out, and whatever I perceived at that
  

19     time, I thought the trooper had him in and was
  

20     talking to him.  Obviously, I was not correct.
  

21        Q.   Very helpful situational awareness.
  

22                (Minority Exhibit A was marked for
  

23     identification.)
  

24        Q.   For Minority Exhibit A would you just
  

25     mind -- here is a map -- walking us through where
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1     you were and what you had seen at that time?
  
2        A.   I would say that this picture does not
  
3     depict my viewpoint very well.
  
4        Q.   Okay.
  
5        A.   It really would be hard for me to read.
  
6        Q.   Is that a better -- and maybe it's not
  
7     but --
  
8        A.   I hope.  I can't see that far away.  Too
  
9     many lines.
  

10        Q.   We will introduce this Minority Exhibit B.
  

11                (Minority Exhibit B was marked for
  

12     identification.)
  

13        A.   This photo (indicating) is a better photo
  

14     than this.
  

15        Q.   Okay.  We'll use that photo.
  

16        A.   So the top corner where the yellow line
  

17     is -- I'm just making sure we have the right road
  

18     here -- I don't want to give you bad information --
  

19     was my intersection.  The water tower's here
  

20     (indicating).  Obviously, the AGR building's here
  

21     (indicating).
  

22                The power line, which is in the photo --
  

23     it's not a great photo because the trees are
  

24     blocking it -- is over here (indicating).
  

25                So I was in this area (indicating) when
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1     I seen the actor get on the roof.  My observation
  
2     was he was heading, in the description I gave you,
  
3     toward the stage, to make it simple, and there were
  
4     two large evergreens.  I'm guessing 20, 25 feet
  
5     tall.
  
6                What I seen was a -- I'm not sure at
  
7     this moment -- I seen video, so I kind of know
  
8     where it came from -- a troop car came through the
  
9     parking lot and stop in this corner (indicating).
  

10                That was the last time I seen the actor.
  

11     And I was still back in there (indicating) when I
  

12     made that radio transmission.
  

13        Q.   Thank you.  That's very helpful.
  

14     BY :
  

15        Q.   A clarifying question:  So you said you saw
  

16     him drop off the corner of the roof?
  

17        A.   I did.
  

18        Q.   Was he moving from one roof to another
  

19     roof, or was he dropping down to the ground?
  

20        A.   There was, obviously, a walkway.  Not
  

21     knowing exactly what he dropped down to, but he
  

22     disappeared off the corner of the roof.
  

23     BY :
  

24        Q.   Then at 18:09:27, "Someone get over by
  

25     Whistletown Road.  That's where he gained entrance:
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1     Up on the roof."
  
2        A.   I'm sorry.  Could you repeat that?
  
3        Q.   Oh, yes.  Absolutely.  So at 18:09:27, the
  
4     radio transmission, "Someone get over by
  
5     Whistletown Road.  That's where he gained entrance:
  
6     Up on the roof."
  
7                So just telling other individuals that
  
8     were on OPS 3, providing them some context and
  
9     encouraging them to come closer to where you were
  

10     at?
  

11        A.   Okay.
  

12        Q.   Is that what your intent was with --
  

13                :  Do you recall?
  

14        A.   Oh, I'm sorry.  That was my transmission?
  

15        Q.   Yes, that was your transmission.
  

16        A.   I don't recall the transmission.  I
  

17     apologize.
  

18        Q.   No, no.  Okay.
  

19                And then at 1811, that's when you let
  

20     everybody know the actor has a long gun and he's on
  

21     the roof; is that correct?
  

22        A.   I repeated what, I believe, Officer 
  

23     said; that he had a long-gun rifle, and someone on
  

24     OPS 3 was trying to clarify that he had a firearm,
  

25     I believe, and I confirmed that he had a firearm.
 

LaGamba Reporting Services
www.lagambareporting.com         (412) 458-0439



 53
  

  
1        Q.   Is there any other context to the
  
2     transmissions, radio transmissions, that you'd like
  
3     to provide?
  
4        A.   I don't believe so.
  
5        Q.   Okay.  So post the shooting, Lieutenant
  
6      earlier today said that at that point you
  
7     were at the AGR building and that Homeland Security
  
8     had detained a few individuals and then turned them
  
9     over to you; is that correct?
  

10        A.   My understanding, I believe it was -- I
  

11     thought it was the state police, but they had a
  

12     group of individuals on the southwest corner, I
  

13     guess, in the woods waiting for someone to talk to
  

14     them.
  

15                They did have one young male detained
  

16     that was being handcuffed.  Myself and another
  

17     officer, which I don't even recall -- I believe
  

18     maybe it was Detective  -- we transported
  

19     them back to the beginning of Whitestown Road and
  

20     had them waiting for someone to talk to them.
  

21                So whoever detained them, according to
  

22     the few people I talked to -- I did not take their
  

23     names down -- took their ID and their cellphones
  

24     from them at that point.
  

25        Q.   Okay.  But it was the state police that
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1     hid?
  
2        A.   That was my understanding at the time.  I
  
3     never followed up.  I never gave the information
  
4     back to them.
  
5                I got them to a safe point.  Then there
  
6     was another alert while they were being detained at
  
7     the front of the building, being Whitestown Road.
  
8                Something else was suspicious, so I made
  
9     sure they were in a safe place, and I went back to
  

10     the perimeter of the AGR building.
  

11        Q.   What was --
  

12        A.   I thought it was something about explosives
  

13     or something like that.  I don't recall what it
  

14     was, but it was something to secure the area.
  

15        Q.   Did anyone let you know why they had
  

16     detained this individual?
  

17        A.   No.
  

18        Q.   Are you aware of Crooks' firearm being
  

19     moved by anyone other than the FBI?
  

20        A.   No.
  

21        Q.   Do you know where Crooks' vehicle was
  

22     found?
  

23        A.   Information provided to me later, which I
  

24     think it was actually brought up in here, it was
  

25     Whitestown Road.
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1                I mean, I can't really testify where it
  
2     was at because I didn't see it.  It was not in my
  
3     area.
  
4        Q.   And after all of this occurred, have you
  
5     had any debriefs with other law enforcement
  
6     officers?
  
7                  What would be a debrief?
  
8                :  FBI and the
  
9     Pennsylvania State Police.
  

10        A.   Yes.
  

11        Q.   And was that a debrief or an interview?
  

12                :  It was a criminal
  

13     investigative interview.
  

14                :  Okay.  And that was
  

15     with the FBI and who?
  

16                :  Pennsylvania State
  

17     Police.
  

18                :  Thank you
  

19     BY :
  

20        Q.   Since this happened, have you made any
  

21     public statements?
  

22        A.   No.
  

23        Q.   Any social media posts?
  

24        A.   No.
  

25        Q.   To your knowledge, on that date, did local
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1     and state police officers follow all directions of
  
2     the Secret Service?
  
3        A.   No communication with Secret Service.  I
  
4     can't answer that.
  
5        Q.   Okay.  Now, based on our visits to Butler,
  
6     it seems like former President Trump has a lot of
  
7     support here and that it's very unlikely that law
  
8     enforcement officers were part of some conspiracy
  
9     to hurt him.
  

10                Do you have any thoughts on some of the
  

11     things that have been --
  

12        A.   I don't follow social media.  It's not part
  

13     of my game plan.
  

14                So, no, I have no idea what you're
  

15     talking about.
  

16        Q.   Okay.  I think at this time, that's all of
  

17     the questions that we have right now, unless...
  

18                :  Do you have any
  

19     clarifying?
  

20                          - - - - -
  

21     BY :
  

22        Q.   Two questions:  What did you understand
  

23     your assignment to be after the president's
  

24     motorcade arrived but before he departed during the
  

25     rally?
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1        A.   Still traffic detail.  Just keep traffic
  
2     flowing.  In any instances with traffic, make sure
  
3     it stays open if he needs to leave.
  
4        Q.   And then you said that you had lost
  
5     cellphone service?
  
6        A.   Correct.
  
7        Q.   Do you know?  Are you familiar with
  
8     FirstNet?
  
9        A.   I've heard of it.  Like certain carriers
  

10     carry that, I guess, for emergency responders.
  

11                Is that correct?
  

12        Q.   That wasn't something that was available to
  

13     you?
  

14        A.   I don't have that plan.
  

15        Q.   Do you have FirstNet on your phone?
  

16        A.   No, I do not.
  

17        Q.   That's all.
  

18                :  , do you have
  

19     anything?
  

20                :  I have nothing.  Thank
  

21     you.
  

22     BY :
  

23        Q.   So for right now, I think we are good.
  

24        A.   Thank you.
  

25                (Off the record.)
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1     BY :
  
2        Q.   So we are back on the record.  It is 3:47
  
3     p.m.
  
4                Sir, just to go back briefly to the
  
5     morning of July 13, did you or any officers ever
  
6     inquire as to why Secret Service had not briefed
  
7     you?
  
8        A.   No, I did not.
  
9        Q.   Were you curious as to why they were not
  

10     involved in the operational planning?
  

11        A.   No.  I wasn't part of the planning, initial
  

12     planning, so I have no idea what was discussed
  

13     prior to that morning.
  

14        Q.   Would you have preferred that Secret
  

15     Service accompanied officers?
  

16        A.   It's news to me.  I'm not sure what your --
  

17                :  Accompany?  Yeah,
  

18     what's your --
  

19        Q.   Meaning the day of.
  

20        A.   During the briefing?
  

21        Q.   During the briefing, first, and then, as
  

22     well as, during your detail during the day.
  

23        A.   I'm not familiar with Secret Service
  

24     protocol.
  

25        Q.   And what was your understanding of what
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1     Secret Service would be doing that day, July 13?
  
2        A.   Protecting the person.  I can't think of
  
3     the words right now.
  
4                :  Candidate?
  
5                  Yes.  That would be
  
6     candidate, yes.
  
7                  Former president?
  
8                :  Yes.
  
9     BY :
  

10        Q.   So we are going to go back, sir, now to --
  

11     we had picked up as to when you had seen someone on
  

12     the roof and you began to approach the AGR
  

13     building.
  

14                We briefly touched upon sort of what was
  

15     protocol at that juncture, and you had indicated
  

16     that once the suspicious individual had been ID'd,
  

17     officers and others sort of approached the roof,
  

18     and the intention was to detain this individual; is
  

19     that correct?
  

20        A.   That was my intention, yes.
  

21        Q.   Okay.  Did you see anyone from Secret
  

22     Service as you approached the AGR building?
  

23        A.   Nothing that stuck out in my mind, no.  I'm
  

24     not sure how they're supposed to be dressed all the
  

25     time.
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1        Q.   And, , did you radio that the
  
2     individual on the roof had a gun?
  
3        A.   No.  I reconfirmed it after Officer
  
4     , Detective , relayed it, yes.
  
5        Q.   Thank you.  And can you briefly recount for
  
6     us the moment you first heard gunshots?
  
7                What was your location, sir?
  
8        A.   I would have been looking, surveying the
  
9     parking lot to try to get a roof line of anybody on
  

10     the roof.
  

11        Q.   If you can give an approximate distance,
  

12     sir, whether that be in feet or otherwise, how far
  

13     away were you from the AGR building when you first
  

14     heard gunshots?
  

15        A.   20 to 30 feet, approximately, maybe.
  

16        Q.   And what was your reaction, sir, when you
  

17     first heard the shots?
  

18        A.   I continued to look for the -- to figure
  

19     out what was going on because, obviously, I had no
  

20     eyes on what was going on.
  

21        Q.   So is it fair to say you proceeded to move
  

22     closer to the sound of the shots and where they
  

23     were coming from?
  

24        A.   There was a trooper to the left.  I
  

25     continued where I was at to the right.  I was
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1     moving to the right to get a look on the roof.
  
2        Q.   At that juncture, sir, could you describe
  
3     for us your awareness as to any sort of counter,
  
4     kind of, shots that were being fired, or could you
  
5     describe for us what you heard?
  
6        A.   I heard like two volleys of shots.  That's
  
7     it.
  
8        Q.   The first volley coming from the AGR roof;
  
9     is that correct?
  

10        A.   It sounded like it came from the roof, yes.
  

11        Q.   And then you heard return fire; is that
  

12     correct?
  

13        A.   I heard gunfire.  I had no idea where the
  

14     shots were coming from at that point.
  

15        Q.   Once the shots began, sir, did you or any
  

16     other law enforcement proceed to continue to try to
  

17     get up onto the roof?
  

18        A.   I was still scanning where I was at on the
  

19     corner.  I believe there was law enforcement to the
  

20     left of me.  I had no idea where anybody else was
  

21     at.
  

22        Q.   Did you see any other individuals try to
  

23     get on the roof once shots rang out?
  

24        A.   Yes.  I was approached by, I believe, other
  

25     members who were approaching the building.  The
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1     volley of shots were very quick and short.  They
  
2     were stopped, it seemed like, immediately, and
  
3     other law enforcement approached the building and
  
4     were trying to get access to the roof.
  
5        Q.   And, sir, if you could clarify.  When you
  
6     say law enforcement, was this PSP?  Other local law
  
7     enforcement?  Secret Service?
  
8        A.   As I stated before, there was a PSP member
  
9     there at first.  Then I had a couple Butler
  

10     Township officers.  Then another township officer.
  

11                And then shortly -- obviously you guys
  

12     have a timeline -- I call them ESU members show up
  

13     on a UTV.  Multiple members deployed off the UTV
  

14     trying to get access to the roof.
  

15        Q.   Did you see any law enforcement shoot at
  

16     the AGR roof?
  

17        A.   No.
  

18        Q.   And, sir, within a minute of the first shot
  

19     being fired, someone stated over the radio that the
  

20     shooter was down.
  

21                Do you recall hearing that?
  

22        A.   I do not.
  

23        Q.   Sir, how did you learn that the shooter was
  

24     down?
  

25        A.   Briefly.  I mean, a verbal communication
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1     with other people.  I was still looking for the
  
2     shooter and a second shooter, if there was anybody
  
3     else, still trying to look inside, locate anybody
  
4     else who might have been on the roof.
  
5        Q.   Sir, after the Secret Service sniper shot
  
6     Mr. Crooks, were you able to see him on the roof?
  
7        A.   No.  I did not see Mr. Crooks until later
  
8     on in the evening.  I was able to be back far
  
9     enough in a parking lot to get the angle to see
  

10     what appeared to be a person up on the roof.
  

11        Q.   And if you could expand a bit on what you
  

12     indicated, sir, that it wasn't later until the
  

13     evening, is this after Mr. Crooks was deceased?
  

14        A.   Which, I assume, was deceased, yes, and
  

15     there's members, other members of law enforcement
  

16     were on the roof.  I was still holding the
  

17     perimeter and they were still searching the
  

18     buildings.
  

19                I'd have to say at least an hour or so
  

20     until I moved from where control in my area was
  

21     located to the time I went out in the parking hot.
  

22        Q.   So you remained in the vicinity of the AGR
  

23     building once Mr. Crooks was shot for the duration.
  

24                What would you say?  An hour after he
  

25     was shot?
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1        A.   I held the perimeter at the AGR building
  
2     until roughly nightfall.  I have no idea the law
  
3     enforcement personnel who showed up from different
  
4     locations.
  
5                We were doing the investigation, the
  
6     scene was secure, and I actually returned to my
  
7     traffic detail on Whitestown Road and Meridian for
  
8     a brief time.
  
9        Q.   Did anyone give you instruction to stay,
  

10     you know, in the perimeter, or did you make that
  

11     call on your own?
  

12        A.   I did.  I just stayed there and held the
  

13     perimeter until instructed to leave.
  

14        Q.   And did any Secret Service approach you at
  

15     any juncture following the shooting as you were,
  

16     you know, keeping on the perimeter?
  

17        A.   I do not believe so.
  

18        Q.   And after the shooting, sir, did you
  

19     receive any communications or updated information
  

20     from the Secret Service regarding what you should
  

21     do?
  

22        A.   I had no communication with Secret Service.
  

23        Q.   Did you have any communication with Secret
  

24     Service whatsoever following the shooting?
  

25                :  I don't think I interviewed
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1     with Secret Service; right?
  
2                :  Oh.  You're talking
  
3     about an interview.  I think she's talking about on
  
4     the day in question.
  
5        A.   Oh, I'm sorry.
  
6        Q.   Outside of an interview, pursuant to a
  
7     criminal investigation.
  
8        A.   Oh, okay.
  
9        Q.   Was there any communication with Secret
  

10     Service the day of or following?
  

11        A.   I don't believe so, no.
  

12     BY :
  

13        Q.   So just to clarify, July 14th till now, you
  

14     have not spoken with anyone from Secret Service?
  

15        A.   I don't think I did.  No, I don't think I
  

16     have.  I think they had a meeting -- right? --
  

17     with .
  

18                :  Well, there have been
  

19     some Secret Service interviews with other people.
  

20        A.   I don't think I was involved in that.
  

21     BY :
  

22        Q.   And, sir, you indicated you had returned to
  

23     a traffic, I guess --
  

24        A.   Detail.
  

25        Q.   -- detail.  Thank you.  And that was your
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1     assignment after the shooting?
  
2        A.   That was my assignment for the day, but,
  
3     yes.
  
4        Q.   Did you at all assist with PSP or -- you
  
5     had mentioned and we already know you have not
  
6     spoken with Secret Service -- but PSP or FBI, any
  
7     investigative efforts on July 13th?
  
8        A.   I spoke with PSP that evening, I guess,
  
9     around 10:30, 11:00 is when it was.  I believe it
  

10     was a quick deposition -- or not a deposition but
  

11     an interview of the officer involved that day.
  

12        Q.   And no communication with the FBI that day,
  

13     sir?
  

14        A.   Not to the best of my knowledge.  I
  

15     approached two individuals in the parking lot of
  

16     the AGR building and told them I was leaving.  I'm
  

17     not sure who they were affiliated with.
  

18        Q.   Thank you.  And then since July 13, the
  

19     same question:  Any communication with PSP or FBI?
  

20        A.   Yes.
  

21        Q.   Could you go into detail about those
  

22     communications?
  

23        A.   I have -- I'm not sure of the date.  I'll
  

24     have to look at my calendar, but I did have a brief
  

25     interview with an FBI agent and the investigator
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1     for the state police at the Butler Township police
  
2     station about the events.
  
3        Q.   And that was one instance, sir?
  
4        A.   I believe so, yes.
  
5        Q.   Okay.  And did you participate in any
  
6     debriefings related to July 13th?
  
7        A.   With fellow members of the department.
  
8                Can I take a moment?
  
9        Q.   Absolutely, sir.
  

10                (Attorney  and 
  

11     confer.)
  

12                :  Go off the record for a
  

13     moment.
  

14                (Off the record.)
  

15                  We are back on the record
  

16     at 4:01 p.m.
  

17     BY :
  

18        Q.   Sir, did you participate in any debriefings
  

19     related to July 13?
  

20        A.   So we did get together and, 
  
     ,
  

22     that happened because of the incident.  That's
  

23     what --
  

24        Q.   Thank you, sir.  And by "we," who are you
  

25     referring to?
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1        A.   I believe -- I didn't take down the names.
  
2     I believe probably everybody that was part of the
  
3     detail for Butler Township that day, except for
  
4     sure I know that  wasn't there.
  
5        Q.   Thank you, sir.  So it's fair to say Secret
  
6     Service was not a part of this?
  
7        A.   Correct.  It was just in-house.
  
8        Q.   Thank you, sir.
  
9                Separately, you had indicated no
  

10     communication with Secret Service.  Had they
  

11     provided the Butler Township Police Department with
  

12     any sort of After-Action Reports, any other
  

13     documents or information, that you're aware of?
  

14        A.   Nothing I'm aware of.
  

15        Q.   Thank you, sir.  Two sort of quick
  

16     questions here, and then I'll turn to my colleague.
  

17                Sir, do you believe that a central sort
  

18     of radio communication channel among law
  

19     enforcement would have assisted in your efforts
  

20     that day?
  

21        A.   I believe anything that could help us
  

22     communicate quicker is better, sure.
  

23        Q.   Okay.  And, sir, do you feel that people
  

24     were sufficiently aware of their duties and
  

25     responsibilities that day?
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1        A.   I know that the officers I worked with
  
2     were.
  
3        Q.   Okay.  And how about in response to an
  
4     active threat?
  
5        A.   Yes.
  
6        Q.   Did you hear from any other law enforcement
  
7     personnel that they were unclear or unaware as to
  
8     who was doing what or what they should be doing?
  
9        A.   I had no communication with any agencies.
  

10        Q.   Okay.  And is there anything else that
  

11     stood out to you, sir, that you'd like to note that
  

12     seemed out of place or a missing element of the
  

13     planning or security posture?
  

14        A.   No.
  

15        Q.   Nothing that you would have changed, from
  

16     your perspective?
  

17        A.   I wasn't part of the planning.  I can't
  

18     make a comment on something I don't know about.
  

19        Q.   Thank you, sir.
  

20                :  , do you have anything?
  

21     BY :
  

22        Q.    covered pretty much everything I
  

23     was going to follow up with.  I just have one final
  

24     question:
  

25                So 1809, approximately, is when you
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1     radioed -- sorry -- 1808, approximately, was when
  
2     you radioed that you saw Crooks on the roof of the
  
3     AGR building.
  
4                From the time that you radioed, how long
  
5     did you see him on the roof before you lost sight
  
6     of him?
  
7        A.   The timeline would be from the time he took
  
8     to walk, jog, scurried across the top of the roof.
  
9     I mean, it was seconds, in my mind.  It wasn't very
  

10     long.  I was communicating on the radio, I believe,
  

11     a couple times.
  

12                Probably from the time that I radioed
  

13     that I seen him to where the radio transmission
  

14     was, I believe it says that we had him but not in
  

15     custody yet.
  

16                It would have been kind of when the
  

17     troop car pulled up.  Within that time, a very
  

18     short amount of time.
  

19        Q.   30 seconds?
  

20        A.   Sure.  Without watching video footage and
  

21     everything else, I wouldn't be able to tell you
  

22     exactly.
  

23        Q.   Thank you.  That's all I have.
  

24                :  That is all we have.  We
  

25     can go off the record for Majority Round 2.
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1                Thank you, sir.
  
2                (Off the record.)
  
3                :  Back on the record at 4:05
  
4     p.m. Minority.
  
5     BY :
  
6        Q.   Last question, sir:  In your 18 years of
  
7     law enforcement experience, what would you say
  
8     could be done to change any future outcome, to not
  
9     have this outcome ever happen again from what you
  

10     saw on the ground that day, in your experience?
  

11        A.   Well, I'm repeating myself:  Since I wasn't
  

12     part of the planning, I was just responding to the
  

13     threat.
  

14                It would be hard to make an improvement
  

15     on -- I mean, obviously, on hindsight, obviously,
  

16     you guys are doing the investigation.  You guys
  

17     have a lot more information in your hands than I do
  

18     of what happened that day.  You have information
  

19     available.
  

20                But I keep pointing out the radios.  I
  

21     mean, obviously, in this instance, split seconds
  

22     made a difference, might have made a difference.
  

23                So that's probably the only thing I can
  

24     add to it.
  

25        Q.   Great.  Thank you.
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1     BY MR. KELLY:
  
2        Q.   So, first of all, thank you for what you
  
3     did that day.
  
4                My question comes down to this because
  
5     the purpose of this Task Force is to find out what
  
6     happened that day and come up with the answers that
  
7     it never happens again:
  
8                So your involvement from the time you
  
9     got there, how much -- because I'm looking at all
  

10     of the phone logs and I'm looking at everybody.
  

11     Charlie 1, Lima 1.  Everybody says yeah, they were
  

12     up there.  Everybody's onboard.  Right?
  

13                But as it continues to go on, all of a
  

14     sudden it becomes, "Well, we weren't able to
  

15     communicate."
  

16                So I don't know what happened from the
  

17     early part where everybody checked in and there's
  

18     communications.  "We'll check in in another hour or
  

19     two just to make sure we're still communicating."
  

20     I'm assuming that's what the process was.
  

21                So did you have any back and forth with
  

22     anybody when you're communicating with them, say,
  

23     "I'm not getting the transmission"?  I know one
  

24     thing:  I sent you pictures; I haven't received
  

25     them."
 

LaGamba Reporting Services
www.lagambareporting.com         (412) 458-0439



 73
  

  
1                So if we know there's a failure of
  
2     communications somewhere early on, would you have
  
3     known that or not known it?
  
4                I'm amazed that we have all this stuff
  
5     set up and we don't realize until 6:00 that we
  
6     can't communicate.
  
7                I'm trying to get it to fit together,
  
8     and I'm thinking you're on the ground.  You're
  
9     performing what you've been assigned to perform.
  

10     But then as you're going on and you're seeing this
  

11     stuff unwind and you see this guy on the roof and
  

12     you're talking about it, I keep coming back to the
  

13     same thing:  At what point does somebody in the
  

14     control tower actually say, "We've got a problem.
  

15     Keep Trump in.  Don't let him come out"?
  

16                Because it seems to me that you could
  

17     see something was wrong.  Other people -- I have
  

18     friends that were on the outside of that building
  

19     and they were pointing up saying, "There's a guy up
  

20     there with a gun."  And it seems everybody, except
  

21     the command center, understood there was something
  

22     wrong that had gone awry, and at some point the
  

23     ability to communicate all of a sudden was blurred
  

24     and we couldn't get a clear picture of it.
  

25                So I'm not pointing the finger at
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1     anybody.  I'm just trying to find out what went
  
2     wrong that day and make sure it never happens
  
3     again.  The "never happens again" is the hard part
  
4     about this -- right? -- because at some point
  
5     somebody has to look at the game plan and figure
  
6     out why did it break down and when?  Why did it
  
7     break down at that point.
  
8                :  I don't know if you
  
9     can answer that or not since you weren't involved
  

10     in the planning.
  

11        A.   I wasn't in planning.  I wasn't involved in
  

12     planning.
  

13                My experience that day, my assignment
  

14     was OPS 3, and we were communicating okay.  The
  

15     text messaging and the cellphone usage, we weren't
  

16     really using it.  We had radios.
  

17                Our hands weren't in the arena.  You
  

18     know, we were traffic detail.  So I didn't get to
  

19     see what maybe you're reading.  But obviously I did
  

20     testify that I lost phone service.  I didn't think
  

21     much of it.  If anyone has T-Mobile, it's just
  

22     T-Mobile.
  

23                Sorry.  That's on the record; right?
  

24                  Yes.
  

25        A.   But with me not doing the investigation,
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1     not having all the information on me, I can't give
  
2     you a good answer.
  
3                My side of it, I was radioing and trying
  
4     to brief in quick information as possible so
  
5     everyone knew what was going on on my side.
  
6        Q.   And I understand all that.  But the team
  
7     who was quarterbacking the whole thing is the
  
8     Secret Service.
  
9                I would have to assume that in the years
  

10     and years and all of the experience they have
  

11     had -- I can't tell you the number of Trump events
  

12     I've been at -- but I'm trying to get this to fit,
  

13     and I don't want to be boring on this.
  

14                There has to be, in their whole
  

15     compilation of what they've done over the years,
  

16     the idea is you better get people in ahead of time
  

17     for any event.  Measure twice, cut once.  You can't
  

18     be casual about this.  You can't take it for
  

19     granted, because nothing else has happened before,
  

20     that nothing's going to happen today.
  

21                But I would say the key to almost
  

22     everything in this life is, first of all, being
  

23     prepared for whatever it is you're going to do and
  

24     then, secondly, the ability to communicate while
  

25     you're going through that.
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1                I think there's things -- there's assets
  
2     available that would make it easier to communicate,
  
3     and I'm just trying to understand why, on that day.
  
4                Listen:  I don't rely on my cellphone
  
5     that much for anything because where I live, where
  
6     you live, I lose coverage a lot.  I would not rely
  
7     on this (indicating) to be my way of communicating.
  
8        A.   Correct.
  
9        Q.   I got .  I would never, ever
  

10     take them to Disney World or anyplace else and say,
  

11     "You go ahead and go off.  I'll catch up with you
  

12     somewhere around here."
  

13                I hate to be boring of this, but when
  

14     you have the most elite group that we could
  

15     possibly put out there to protect our elected
  

16     people or whoever it is we decide to put this
  

17     coverage on, I would just think that ahead of time
  

18     you would know that on those grounds -- and I'm
  

19     very familiar with them because I've lived there --
  

20     you know there's a failure of communication if
  

21     you're just relying on what the regular citizens
  

22     rely on every day.
  

23                At that point we're not regular
  

24     citizens.  You're working with the most elite
  

25     group, and certainly -- certainly -- somebody would
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1     have recognized the fact that that's not the place
  
2     that we would ever rely on cellphones.  There
  
3     should be some other way of communicating.
  
4                First of all, what you all did that day
  
5     was incredible.  There was nobody that got beat up
  
6     more than local law enforcement in this whole deal.
  
7        A.   Thank you.
  
8        Q.   It was very unfair.  Very unfair.  So I
  
9     appreciate what you did and everybody else that was
  

10     involved.  And I know too many of you, and I know
  

11     the aftermath of all this has really damaged some
  

12     people a lot deeper than you can imagine.
  

13                So I'm sorry to go on like this.  But I
  

14     got to tell you it really bothers me.  It just
  

15     really bothers me.
  

16                Thank you.
  

17                :  We'd like to thank you,
  

18     sir, again for coming in today to speak with us.
  

19     We greatly appreciate you taking the time.
  

20                We can go off the record.
  

21                (Interviewee excused.)
  

22                (The interview concluded at 4:20 p.m.)
  

23                          - - - - -
  

24  
  

25  
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1                         CERTIFICATE
  
2  
  
3                 I, , do hereby certify that I
  
4     have read the foregoing transcript of my interview,
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1                         CERTIFICATE
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8     interviewee, all to the best of my skill and
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