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TASK FORCE ON THE
ATTEMPTED ASSASSI NATI ON

OF DONALD J. TRUMP

| NTERVI EW OF:

Wednesday, Septenber 11, 2024

Beaver, Pennsylvani a

The interview in the above matter was held in

person, commencing at 1:06 p.m
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APPEARANCES:

For the Majority Counsel:

I ask Force Majority Senior Counsel

, Task Force Majority Senior
Pr of essi onal Staff Menmber

For the M nority Counsel:

, Task Force Mnority Investigative
Counsel

, Task Force Mnority
I nvestigative Counsel

MAJORI TY EXHI BI T NO. PAGE
L. e 19
e 26

A e 51
B. . 64
C....... Ret ai ned by M nority Counsel....96
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B V¢ re on the record. Today
I's Wednesday, Septenmber 11, 2024. This is the

transcribed interview of Beaver ESU menber, || R
I House Resolution 1367 directed this Task
Force to investigate the facts and circumstances of
the attenpted assassination of Donald J. Trunp on
July 13, 2024 in Butler, Pennsylvani a.
Pursuant to House Resolution 1367,

Chai rman Kelly and Ranki ng Menmber Crow, have
requested this interview as part of the Task Force
i nvestigati on.
BY I

Q. Can the witness please state their name and
spell their last name for the record.

A I B

Q. Thank you, INNNEG My name is |
B | ma senior counsel with the Majority for

the Task Force. | want to thank you for comng in
today voluntarily for this interview. You're
all owed to have an attorney present to advise you.
Do you have an attorney present today
representing you?
A. No. | don't need one.

B Next, starting with the

Majority and then the Mnority, can the additional
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Staff Members please introduce thenselves with
their name, title, and affiliation.
BN B Scniof
Professional Staff Member, Task Force Majority.
I
I nvestigative Counsel, Mnority.
]
I nvestigative Counsel, Mnority.
B  hank you, all.
BY I
Q. And, I bcfore we begin, I'd just
li ke to go over the ground rules for the interview
The way the interview will proceed is as follows:
The Majority and Mnority Staff will alternate
asking you questions, 30 m nutes per side per round
until each side is finished with their questioning.

The Majority Staff will begin and proceed for 30

m nutes, and then the Mnority Staff will have 30
m nutes to ask questions. We will then alternate
back and forth in this manner until both sides have

no nore questions.

If either side is in the mddle of a
specific line of questioning, they may choose to
end a few m nutes past 30 m nutes to ensure

compl etion of that specific Iine of questioning,
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i ncluding any pertinent followups. In this
interview, while one nmenmber of the Staff for each
side may | eave the questioning, additional Staff
may ask questions.

There's a court reporter taking down
everything | say and everything you say to make a
written record of the interview. For the record to
be clear, please wait until the Staff Menber
guestioning you has finished each question before
you begin your answer, and the Staff Menber will
wait until you finish your response before
proceeding to the next question.

Further, to ensure the court reporter
can properly record this interview, please speak
clearly, concisely, and slowly. Also, the court
reporter cannot record nonverbal answers such as
noddi ng or shaking your head, so it's inmportant

t hat you answer each question with an audible

ver bal answer. Do you understand?
A. Yes, ma'am
Q. We want you to answer our questions in the

most conplete and truthful manner possible, so
we'll take our time. I f you have any questions or
do not fully understand the question, please |let us

know and we will attenmpt to clarify, add context
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to, or rephrase our questions; do you understand?

A. Yes, ma'am

Q. | f we ask about specific conversations or
events in the past and you're unable to recall the
exact words or details, you should testify to the
substance of those conversations or events to the
best of your recollection. |f you recall only a
part of a conversation or event, you should give us
your best recollection of those events or parts of
conversations that you do recall; do you

under st and?

A. Yes.
Q. And al t hough you are here voluntarily and
we will not swear you in, you are required pursuant

to 18 USC 1001 to answer all questions from
Congress truthfully. This also applies to
questions posed by Congressional Staff in an
interview, do you understand?

A. Yes.

Q. If at any time you knowi ngly make false
statenments, you could be subject to crim nal
prosecution; do you understand?

A. Yes.

Q. Is there any reason you are unable to

provide truthful testinony in today's interview?
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A. No, ma' am

Q. Pl ease note that if you wish to assert a
privilege over any statement today, that assertion
must apply to the rules of the U S. House of
Represent ati ves. For the Chair to consider
assertions of privilege over testinony or
statenments, witnesses or entities must clearly
state the specific privilege being asserted and the
reason for the assertion on or before schedul ed
date of testimony or appearance; do you understand?

A. | do not. | don't know what an assertion

Q. Okay. An assertion of privilege, but you

don't have an attorney here today, so --

A. Okay.
Q. Finally, 1'd like to note that the content
of what we discuss here today is confidential. W

ask that you not speak about what we di scuss here
today in this interview to any outside individual
in order to preserve the integrity of the
i nvestigati on.

For these same reasons, the marked
exhi bits used today will be provided to the court
reporter so that they may go into the official

transcript, and the copies of those exhibits wil
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be returned to us when we wrap up.

We plan to take a five-m nute break at
the end of each 30 m nutes of questioning, but if
you need to take a |longer break or a break before
that, please |l et us know and we will be happy to
acconmmodat e you. However, to the extent that there
is a pending question, we would ask that you finish
answering the question before we take the break; do

you under stand?

A. Yes.

Q. Do you have any other questions before we
begi n?

A. No.

[ Okay. It is now 1: 09 p. m
Majority Staff will now begin its questioning.
EXAM NATI ON

BY I

Q. I how | ong have you been a part of
t he Beaver ESU?

Approxi mately 16 years.

What is your role with Beaver ESU?

> O »

Currently, sniper team | eader.
Q. When you are not a part of the Beaver ESU,
is there a secondary | aw enforcement agency you

work for?
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A. Yeah. My primary job is I'm a sergeant at
Economy Borough Police Departnment. | have 20 years
of service there.

Q. Okay. And with that particul ar agency, 20
years, to confirm for the record?

A. Yes.

Q. Thank you. And could you please repeat
your specific title.

A. Sergeant | Econony Borough
Pol i ce Depart ment.

Q. Thank you. We're going to nove to advanced
pl anning prior to the rally. When did you first
| earn that the former president was comng to
Butl er?

A. The Sunday prior to the 13th, whatever --
Is that the -- | don't have the exact date. | can
pull it up on ny phone. And |I believe you have the
text message thread, so it's all there. Sunday t he
7t h.

Q. Thank you. And how did you first |earn of

it, sir?

A. Via text message. It came out as
essentially a warning order. You know, we didn't
have anyt hi ng hard. It just said that they were

requesting assi stance, Butler was, and they needed
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approxi mately six operators.

Q. And t hat warning order came from Butler --

A. B Bcaver County Assistant
Commander .

Q. Thank you. Were you involved in any
advanced planning for the visit prior to July 13?

A. | was not.

Q. Did you participate in any planning
meeti ngs?

A. No, ma'am

Q. Did you receive any resource requests from
the U S. Secret Service or other |aw enforcenment

agencies related to the July 13 rally?

A. Not from the Secret Service. | guess the
only thing that I -- initially on the 7th, they
were only asking for operators. I i medi ately

texted | and asked himif they needed any
sni pers. His response was no, not right now. They
are only asking for overwatch from the Bear Cat. | t
wasn't until Thursday the 11th somewhere around
noon, | believe -- 1 could |ook at my text thread
-- | received a text nmessage that now they are
requesting sni per assistance.

Q. And could you sort of expound upon who

operators would include?
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A. Operators are anyone that is not a medic,
sni per, or negotiator. So those are the guys that
kick the door in and go in and clear the house.

Q. When was that request? Could you repeat
that for the record?

A. For the snipers or for the --

Q. For general --

A. The 7th was the warning order for the
operators, and it wasn't until the 11th when they
requested snipers. During that -- |'mjust going
to tell you everything.

During that timeframe when they did not
need snipers, they were not getting enough
operators. We were going to stand down. So nmysel f
and I - ' couldn't stay for the entire
time, and he was supposed to work 3 to 11 that day.
We were going to work as operators in the BearCat.
I was going to stay till he relieved me at
approxi mately 4:00, and that's the role that we had
signed up for, up until the 11th where we had some
change in gears.

Q. Thank you, sir. So did you approve those
requests, and could you sort of describe in detail?

A. I mean, there was no approval. The request

was sent out. | 2sked to see how many
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people |I could get. When | sent the message out to
my team the only people that were still avail able
were nyself for part of the shift and | NS

Q. Is there a reason for that in ternms of, you
had mentioned, "still available"? Did other folks
drop out, or were they taken off into other
assignnments?

A. So some of the guys on my team have not
been to a basic SWAT, so they cannot do operator
jobs. | nvself, and | believe one other guy
are the only ones that could operate as operators.
Can | use that double word? Yeah.

It makes sense.

A. Fill the role of operator, yeah.

Q. Were you aware of anyone else from Beaver
ESU t hat was on an advanced pl anni ng tean?

A. No, | was not.

Q. Prior to July 13, did you do any

wal kt hroughs of the campaign rally |l ocation?

A. No, ma' am

Q. Did you request to?

A. No.

Q. How did you plan on famliarizing yourself

with the location if you hadn't done any

wal kt hr oughs?
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A. Well, | knew that we would be having a
gi ant nmeeting prior to the deployment. That
happened at approximately 8:00 a.m Duri ng that
time, Butler was going to give us our assignments,
which | believe was approved by the Secret Service.

This was an away away game, so for me to

be involved in the planning, | don't think was
necessary. It wasn't requested. | f they would
have asked nme, | would have went up there. I live

really cl ose, so --

Q. Would it be routine for you to do sort of a
wal kt hrough of a site that you would be working?

A. No. | ' ve done other presidential details,
and |'ve never been asked to do a site wal kthrough.
That would have been a commander and the | ocal
chief of police wherever that was at.

Q. Thank you. Were you aware that there would

be two Command Posts on July 137

A. No. And that was not brought up during the
command -- the meeting.
Q. When did you learn that there were going to

be two Command Posts?

A. Never did.
Q. Did you know of any Command Posts for that
day?
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A. | knew that there was going to be a command
post because it was on their -- | believe it was on
their briefing map, but | didn't -- | didn't know

who was going to be in there or anything about
t hat . | knew my specific role and where they were
sendi ng me.

Q. Okay. Did you ask any questions with
respect to who would be at the Command Post or what
it would be used for?

A. Command Post, no, but | did ask questions
during the briefing.

Q. OCkay. We' |l stick with questions. What
questions did you ask during the briefing?

A. So | have to give you the full picture of
-- during the briefing, they put out a picture of
where everyone was supposed to be, and they really
didn't even have us on there. They had to pull up
a second one. And they had nentioned -- and |
don't know who gave the briefing. It was one of
the Butler guys. But this was the first time that
the Secret Service snipers were ever going to be
depl oyed for a noncandidate. That resonated with
me because | thought there m ght be a threat.

At the end of the briefing, | raised ny

hand because nobody asked the question, and | said,
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"Hey," you know, "what is the threat" -- and this
is the first time in history of the Secret Service
snipers com ng out -- "What is the threat?"

Their response was, "Well, we asked the
same question, but the Secret Service said there's
al ways a threat but nothing in particular."” They
said at the conclusion of this brief the snipers
were going to get their own briefing altogether,
and then we were going to do a face-to-face
whenever the Secret Service snipers arrived. None
of that ever happened.

Q. Thank you very much for noting that, sir.
We're going to circle back to that point. Did any
di scussion of the AGR Building come up in any
pl anni ng conversations or briefings?

A. So during the main briefing, the team
| eader fromButler, | JJoF ' believe his name is,
he had mentioned that -- he had showed us where
Beaver and Butler ESU were going to be, and it was
at the AGR Buil di ng. He mentioned that his -- he
was not at the wal kt hrough. He said the assistant
team | eader had done the wal kt hrough with the
Secret Service. That is | (sicl.- And he
said initially il was supposed to be stationed

with us, but for whatever reason, [JJjjj 9ot
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reassi gned the night before and he was not going to
be with us.

Q. Was there any discussion of any sort of
aerial surveillance or anything of that nature,
sir?

A. Yes. So one thing they asked us to keep an
eye on was for drone activity. And if we had seen
a drone, we were supposed to call out the |ocation
per the map, the approxi mte size and height of the
drone, and that was going to be relayed to the
Depart ment of Homel and Security that had some drone
-- drone team that were going to disable it. I
don't know who they were. I had no contact them
but that's what was brought up in the briefing.

Q. Ot her than | ooking out for drones, was
there any discussion of local |aw enforcenment or
anyone el se that would be conducting any sort of
prior or concurrent aerial surveillance during the
event ?

A. No, there was not.

Q. Did anyone inquire as to why?

A. | don't believe so.

Q. Were you aware of any conversations
regardi ng what the day of comunications between

the Secret Service and | ocal | aw enforcement woul d

LaGanba Reporting Services
www. | aganbar eporti ng. com (412) 458-0439




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

17

| ook |ike?

A. | do, because that was brought up. We
asked how we would get ahold of them Their
briefing guy said that the Secret Service was able
to patch into our radios and would be listening to
us.

Q. Can you go into detail about what your
understanding was in terms of what the Secret
Service could hear, what they'd be patching into,
what channel s?

A. So what channels we were -- we were on
Butler OPS 4, is what we were told to be on. W
had no idea there was any other operational
channel s that anyone el se was on. So the radios
that we were given were already turned to Butler
OPS 4. We did our radio check once we got in
position with the -- I'"massumng it was one of
their dispatchers. They were doing half an hour to
an hour safety checks to make sure that we were
good to go. And my call sign that day was
4Si erral.

Q. Thank you. So based upon what you had just
indicated, it is your understanding that the Secret
Service was patched in to 4, and that they were

able to hear what was going on over that radio
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channel ?

A. Because that's what we were told, yes,
ma' am

Q. Okay. And prior to that, were you aware
any plans for the Secret Service to use or listen

in to |ocal |law enforcement radios?

A. No, | was not. We are handed a briefing
gui de, and their call signs were on our radio
di spatch, but there was no contact phone nunber f
any of them or their names.

Q. Did the Secret Service provide Beaver ESU
any advanced planning teamwi th detailed
i nformati on about what was needed from your agenc

A. No, they were not. Up until | ast week, |
had not spoke to the Secret Service at all.

Q. Did you express any concerns about that a
any time, sir?

A. | did not. | thought it was a little bit
odd whenever they had our time to be in position
the meeting time face-to-face with the Secret
Service. They did not -- they weren't -- they
didn't coincide. And being prior Marine, | I|ike
follow the plan and stick to the timetable.

Our SWAT team our ESU team 1is very b

on time. So we have a time to do our practice.

of

or

y?

t

in

to

g
We
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have a time to get dressed. We

have a tinme to

be -- so | believe in following a plan until a plan
fails. So | was followi ng the plan that was given
to me.

Q. Under st ood. So fair to

say the Secret

Service did not provide Beaver ESU with any

advanced i nformati on?

A. Zero, to my know edge.

Q. Did the Secret Service have any type of

approval process for your agency's OPS plan?

A. | have no idea. | wasn't involved in the
pl anni ng.
Q. Okay. So we're going to nove to the day of

the rally. And thank you for al
information so far.

A. No problem

Q. So can you please start
di scussing a timeline of events
had i ndicated there was a briefi

and | think for purposes of effi

| of the

of f by briefly
for that day. You
ng that norning,

ciency, |'d just

like to introduce as Majority Exhibit 1 the Butler

ESU Donald J. Trunp detail, sir.

A. Thank you. Does this have our time on

target and everything?

Q. This may, sir, have a --

yes, about six
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pages in there's an execution page, sir, with a
timeline of events. Next page | think you'll see
t he actual hours. There we go.

A. Thank you.

Q. Okay. So we're going to drill down here a
bit further. So do you recognize this slide deck,
sir?

A. | do. | do have something to mention about

the briefing.
Yes.

A. So in nmy 16 years in the ESU, it was the
wor st briefing ever, except maybe the Pennsylvani a
Attorney General's SWAT team Theirs is really
bad. But, basically, they gl ossed over every
single page of this. The didn't even read their
use of force.

The only reason that | read every single
page was, as a team | eader, | was given a hardcopy.
I knew our job was going to be inmportant, so |I read
every single page, every single slide, every "When
t his happens, this should happen.” But as far as
anybody else on the team | don't know if anybody
el se read it.

Q. And just to clarify for the record, sir,

who is "they"?
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A. Any of the other team | eaders. So
everybody that was in that briefing -- so that was
Washi ngton ESU, Butler ESU, Beaver ESU, and any of
the supporting elements were in there. Because
Butl er was just clicking over -- whoever was giVing
the briefing -- and that is not usual. W
vi deot ape ours. There wasn't even a sign-in sheet.

B Do you know who el se

received a hardcopy besides yoursel f?
B | know I Vs to
receive one and probably one of the operators. [''m

not sure who was in charge that day. Maybe |l

I but |'mnot sure.
BY I

Q. And to be clear, when you say it was
gl ossed over, that would be the individual that was
delivering the briefing from Butler?

A. Yes, ma'am  Yes.

Q. Foll owi ng the briefing, would you say that
the general consensus anmong Beaver ESU or attendees
was that this briefing was gl ossed over?

A. Yes.

Q. Did anyone ask for additional detail or
express concern over how quickly they had gone

t hrough the briefing?
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A. Only mysel f.

Q. Did you express this to the group or
privately?

A. No, | asked -- | was the only one that
asked questions or additional direction on why the
snipers were there. And then once we left, |
and I were kind of standing around waiting for this
secondary sniper brief with everybody, and it
wasn't happening. And | was | ooking at the
timeframe for us to get over there, draw our
radi os, and get in position. We ultimtely nade
the decision, "All right, we're going to go get our
radios. We're going to get in position. Because
if we don't do something now, it's never going to
happen. "

Q. Okay. And was anyone from the Secret
Service at the briefing?

A. No, they were not.

Q. Okay. So let's circle back to this
briefing that the U S. Secret Service was supposed
to be providing face to face and they never did.
Can you please wal k us through, again, how you
| earned that this face-to-face briefing was
supposed to occur and what time it was supposed to

occur ?
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A. | don't recall the exact time, but I
| earned about it during the briefing when I asked
the question on "What is the threat? Why are the
sni pers here?" That's when they brought up that we
were going to have a direct face-to-face with the
Secret Service snipers.

Q. And the Secret Service snipers never showed
up?

A. They were not there. | believe they came
| at e. | believe they showed up | ater,
approximately 1:30, if | had my text messages to
| ook.

Q. And at that juncture, there was no attenpt
by the Secret Service to have a face-to-face
briefing with you?

A. Not that |'m aware of.

Q. Are you aware of any attenmpts by the Secret
Service to conduct that face-to-face briefing with
ot her Beaver ESU menbers?

A. Not that |I'm aware of.

Q. Did anyone explain why the Secret Service
failed to deliver that face-to-face briefing?

A. No, ma' am

Q. Sir, if you could please turn to the yell ow
flag in this deck. So under "Contingencies" here,
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we see "Assault on Former President Trump," "Butler
County ESU Counter Assault Team Responsibility."
Sir, did you fall under that group?

A. | was not a counter assault. No, | was
not .

Q. Okay. And if we page back to the blue,
this page lists personnel under "Sniper Elements,
Beaver ESU." We have you, sir, and ] 4Sierral;

is that accurate?

A. Where is that | ocated at?

Q. The bl ue?

A. | don't see ny name there anywhere.

Q. Next page.

A. Next page.

Q. There you go, yeah.

A. Yeah, we were both 4Sierral as far as the

radi o. Four designation for Butler County, Sierra
bei ng sni per, and we were the only team that was
there, 1.

Q. OCkay. So what, if any, role did you have
with the counter assault tean?

A. Not hi ng.

Q. So in terms of neutralizing threats or
anything |ike that, did you have any

responsibilities?
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A. Yes. Of course, we were not considered
counter assault, but -- so it's a weird way. |If
sonmet hi ng woul d have happened and we woul d have
identified a threat, we would have been responsible
for taking out the threat. As snipers, we don't
have to ask questions or ask for "Hey, should |I do
this?" If we see -- if we see sonmething where if
we fail to act, someone's going to die, under
Pennsyl vania | aw we are authorized to take that
shot .

Q. At what juncture, sir, would a threat have
risen to the level of force that you descri bed?

A. Vi si bl e weapon. Pointing it at somebody.
A vehicle driving at an excessive rate towards --
to make entry, we'd have attenpted to take out the
vehicle if we could have.

Q. And we'll get back to that. Did you have
any responsibility as to detainnment efforts of
suspi ci ous i ndividual s?

A. No. That is not a role that snipers do or
counter snipers in this case that they call us.

Q. Let's go back to any maps that you were
provi ded of your assignment and other | aw
enf orcement posts. So could you please go into

sort of any maps that you were given.
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A. So we were provided with on overhead map of

everyone's locations. They had a shaded area with

di fferent coordinates, |ike sectors of
responsibility. | don't know if that's in here.
If you have any of the -- yes, that's it right
there.

B 't's in the brief we got

from Butl er ESU. If you want to use it as an
exhibit, I'll be happy to tear and out and give it
to you.

B Can | see it? | want to

make sure that is the same one. That is not the

one they provided us.

BY
Q. | think I know the one you're talKking
about .

A. So if you have the photo of my sniper

position, | have the two maps that were -- well,
one map was provided to me, and | rrinted
of f an overhead and | put it -- yeah, that's it

right there.
B Ckay. |1'd like to
introduce for the record Majority Exhibit 2, the

FPOTUS After Action Beaver County ESU/ SWAT.
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BY

Q. Sir, so Page 3 in this deck, "Materials
Provi ded by Butler Command” with various sectors
and colors. Is this the map that you're referring
to?

A. Yes. Very simlar, if not the exact one.

Q. Okay. At any point in time on July 13, was
there any information shared with you by the Secret
Service regarding comunications to the agency if
you saw sonmet hi ng suspicious or needed to alert
t hem of somet hi ng?

A. No, ma' am I had no communi cation with the
Secret Service at all.

Q. I f you needed to conmmunicate with them how
woul d you have done so?

A. According to my briefing, they were
Hercul esl and 2.

Q. So you woul d have been able to communi cate
over the radio?

A. That was my assunption, yes.

Q. Did the Secret Service provide you with any
i nformati on about how to handl e suspici ous persons?

A. No, ma'am

Q. During the morning briefing or in any

operational plans you were aware of, was there any
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i nformati on about the AGR Buil di ng?

A. No.

Q. Let's go into your assignment in a bit more
detail. So what was your assignnment for that day?

A. They kept calling us counter snipers, but

basically our assignment was to cover Section 1 and
Section 3 in this overhead map. The yellow and the

bl ue, being Section 3 is the bl ue.

B Just to be clear, for the
record, | s referring to Page 3 of the

mat eri al s proceeded by Butler Conmand map in

Maj ority Exhibit 2.

BY

Q. Who gave your assignment to you?

A. B from Butler.

Q. What was his position?

A. Team | eader for Butler snipers.

Q. Had you worked with himin the past?

A. He had apparently been in a sniper school
that | was hosting, so, yes.

Q. What time did you get to your assigned
post ?

A. | believe we are in position around 10: 40,
| believe.

Q. Was that in line with the timeline that you
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were given at the briefing?

A. We were 20 m nutes ahead of our timeline in
position.

Q. What ot her instructions or instructions in
general were you given about your assignment?

A. So when we arrived, |l 2ard | took
our personal vehicles over to the AGR Building. W
were supposed to be met by Butler. Nobody cane.

So we had to swi pe card. | seen where a swi pe card
could go. We assunmed we'd wal k over and we would
| et ourselves into the building and unl oad our gear
and proceeded to wait for Butler.

Several mnutes later their assistant
team | eader | and Butler Sniper N
arrived. | took us up and put us on the floor
and into the -- showed us three different cubicle
of fice buildings where we could take our positions,
the best covered what we were given to in the
briefing.

Q. Did you think that the instructions you
were given were sufficient?

A. No, | do not, because |l had not even
been in the briefing. He had no idea what radio
frequency we were supposed to be on or what we were

supposed to be looking at, so |Jjjjjil and | had to
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fill himin. Basically, we were kind of left to
your own to try to figure out where to cover these
gray corners or these shaded areas.

Q. Is it fair to say that Beaver ESU, due to a
| ack of specific detail provided by Butler ESU, had

to make its own decisions as to responsibilities?

A. We knew what our responsibility of coverage
was. It ended up being tasked out to us to find
the best position that we could cover. So what we

ended up doing was we built a overlapping field of
fire fromour positions to the best that we could,
and we held those positions.

We did move amongst the different
wi ndows whenever we seen sonmething that we thought
was suspicious, |eaving our main rifle on our
tripods -- at least Jjjjjj and | did -- and moved
along. We had our sidearnms, but we had our guns
positioned in the area that we were assigned.

Q. And did you feel confident that, you know,
based upon your years and years of experience that
you had sufficiently laid out a coverage area?

A. Absol utely not. No, | didn't.

Q. Can you expand upon that?

A. So as soon as we got there, |} and |

started discussing that we were in the wrong
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positions. That they were calling us counter
snipers and they were using us as a traditional
sniper. So traditional sniper, hidden, having a
view of the crowd, shooting from outside in, we did
not have a view inside out.

| assumed that the Secret Service
snipers were going to have an overlapping field of
fire with us. We were covering in, they were
covering out. And | was -- il and | had these
conversations |ike, "All right, what are we going
to do?" And | started typing out a text nessage to
our person in charge of Beaver that day, |G
And right when | was about to send it, three state
trooper cars pulled into the mddle of the buffer,
and they were facing out watching us.

So then | felt -- kind of felt |ike we
were part of a puzzle that | didn't have the big
picture of, and as long as | did my part, the
puzzl e was conpl ete. Because the state police --
we were watching out, the state police was watching
us, and the Secret Service snipers were watching.

It all made sense to me at that point.
Q. Woul d you say that there were silos of
assunptions that were going on between |ocal |aw

enforcement, PSP --
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A. Yes, because we were told that PSP was
going to handle everything crowd outside of a
secure area. That's what we were told in the
briefing, but there was no state troopers that |
knew of that were in the briefing.

Q. How woul d you have supplemented the
coverage? You stated that you had assuned Secret
Service was sort of helping to supplement that
coverage or to cover areas that were uncovered.
How woul d you have remedi ed t hat?

A. Well, prior to us arriving, we were told to
be prepared for an outside deployment. So we came
prepared with all of our gear, extra water,
sunscreen. Everyt hing that we could do to
mai ntain. Then we were placed inside that building
per their plan. | believe that we were in the
exact wrong | ocation.

| would have -- if this was my -- |
woul d have picked that cell phone tower and inside
the secure area as one of our positions, and I'd
have found an additional area to place somebody
el se, either at a ground hide with some el evation
-- it was relatively flat other than one -- well,
where the cell phone tower was, so | think that we

probably could have covered the danger area from
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t he ground or even a vehicle.

Prior to the state troopers pulling in,
| asked . ' was |ike, "Do you want to take your
unmar ked and go set up a vehicle hide?" Then the
state police took that area, so that was out.

Q. You had indicated you assumed that the
Secret Service was going to be covering additional
territory. Did you seek to confirmthat in any way
with anyone?

A. | did not. | kind of kept waiting for the
briefing that the Secret Service was going to give

us and it never happened.

Q. Okay. You also indicated you would have,
you know, picked the cell phone tower. Did you
indicate this to anyone as to, "Hey, guys, | think

we need," you know "someone el se over there" or --
you know?

A. | did not, because as soon as |l he
was running late. As soon as a dropped off || N
and showed us where to be, he was gone. And, |ike
| said, | was drafting the text message. Had t he
state troopers not pulled in at that exact time --
| did not end up sending that message. | del et ed
it. | was like "Oh, (indicating), "Now it's making

sense. "
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Q. So were there any changes in posts made --

A. No.

Q. -- after you showed up to your assigned
area?

A. No.

Q. Are you aware of any other changes in posts

by any ot her Beaver ESU menbers?

A. No, ma' am Oh, secondhand, yes. So where
they were told the BearCat was going to be
positioned is not where they ended up. They got
backed up outside of -- | believe they were using
t he BearCat as a show of force per the briefing,
but they were -- | don't know who told them to back
up and kind of get out of the way.

Q. One more question, sir, and then nmy time is
up for this round. Did you ever communicate with
the U. S. Secret Service counter snipers on July 13?

A. No, ma' am

Q. Did you receive any OPS plans or
information fromthe U. S. Secret Service counter
sni pers?

A. No, m' am

B  hank you. That's ny time.
B Real qui ck. If you're

close to a breaking point, feel free to continue.
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B o

to the operational period our

we're going to switch

next round.

ri ght. Do you n

B A
break?
B o
EXAM NATI ON
BY
Q. Al right. It's 1339.

B vith the Mnority.

This is [

eed a

So this is a unique

thing in that a | ot of these questions are going to

be just -- would have been the sane. "' m not going
to ask them again. This is a very collegia
bi parti san thing.

What |'m going to try to do now, there
are a couple things I kind of want to go through,
fill in, make sure |I'm understandi ng.

A. Sur e.
Q. Very much the same thing where if you -- if

" m not saying something that's conpletely clear,

because this is for the record,

pl ease correc

t me.

And |ike you just did, if there's anything that you

t hi nk, "Hey, he asked this,"

relevant,” "I want to insert

said this on the news about

is kind of a give and take.

"He asked X, but

that," or "Some

that," jump in.

Al |

sound good?

Y is
peopl e

Thi s
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A. Yes.
Q. Super. All right. So quickly, you're a

Conway Borough sergeant?

A. No, Economy Borough.
Q. Economy. Can you spell that for nme? |I'm
sorry.

A. E-C-O-N-O-MY.

Q. Ckay, yeah. Econony. Not Conway.

Economy. And my understanding, tell me if I'm
wrong, is that's your day job, and then you also
have a separate job with the Beaver ESU

A. Yes. So |I'm empl oyed by Beaver County as a
-- this is my second empl oyment, but, yes. Not for
training, but for callouts.

Q. That's somet hing where when you're needed
in particular as a sniper, you were needed to do
something to support a particular m ssion that
requires it. You're called in. You go do that.

A. Yes. So basically every municipality in
the county has signed an agreenment should sonething
happen while we're on duty -- say |I'm working in
Econony and somet hi ng happens in one of the other
communities, we go directly as a SWAT team The
on-duty guys are the first to go. Once nmore people

come, if we have to | eave, we would go back to our
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own departnments, if that nmakes sense. It's a
qui cker response than waiting eight or ten hours
for the state police.

Q. Understood. And then this was even beyond
that, because this was a different ESU who then
says, "Hey, we need some nore people.”" | IIINGNING
or Deputy JJJJl cal!s you in, and they need

operator snipers, as you said, and now you're Kkind

of -- would you say detailed over to Butler?
A. So I'mnot going to talk bad about them
but they're not to the level -- Butler is not to

the |l evel of our team We're a Tier 1 team
There's things that we can do that they cannot. So
we work with them We assist them on operations.
Prior -- two weeks prior to that, we were out, they
had an active shooter. They called us in and we
hel ped i solate the guy and elimnate him So it's
not unusual for us to work with those guys and
Washi ngt on County.

Q. Tell me what Tier 1 means.

A. Tier 1 is the top tier, so, basically, we
can do just about everything. The only thing we
don't have access to is helicopters. W don't have
t hem

Q. So is tier about quality or capability or
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bot h?
A. Year and capabilities.

Q. Okay. Butler, do you know what tier they

are?
A. | believe they're a Tier 3.
Q. What | ack of capabilities and/ or gear do

t hey have?

A. | don't believe they have night vision. W
have a hundred percent night vision. They purchase
their own arnor. We are given arnor through
Domestic Terror -- or Region 13 of Terrorism --
Counter Terrorism Force. And | don't believe that
t hey do hostage rescue, and we do.

Q. Are they a newer tean?

A. They are.

Q. So in a sense, is it fair to say they're a
newer team so they're building up their
capabilities and gear. But in emergency situations
where more is required, they call you in?

A. They call us and the state police, yes.

Q. If this event had been in Beaver County,
it's a possibility you guys could have handled it;
is that fair?

A. It's possible, yeah, but we still may have

tasked out for roles of snipers. Like we mght try
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or need to get extra snipers. W never have

enough.
Q. That's just manpower. You need more folks.
A. Exactly.
Q. Big event like this, lots of things to
cover.
A. Well, and there's not a |lot of snipers. So

| believe the state police, they try to have eight
for the entire state and they can never have eight.
So we have eight assigned to me, and | only have
five. But the real guys, by the time you take out
someone on vacation, sonmeone injured, there's
usually two or three of us.

Q. Yeah. Who did you consider like -- howto
say this -- your boss or your direct report on July
13t h? Who would tell you what to do?

A. Utimately, it would have been | IIIEEGEGNzg | s
who | would elicit direction from That day,

t hrough our text message chain, [l was kind of
our direct supervisor for any sniper-related
gquesti ons.

Q. And I want to also make it clear, so your
ESU duties you're doing out here, you've also just
come off a shift from your Economy duties; is that

right?
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A. Yes. | finished up this norning.

Q. All right. So you had a busy day. W
appreciate that. All right, my coll eague very
hel pfully took us through a |ot of these questions,
so I'"mgoing to kind of hit you with anything |
feel like | need to fill in. For instance, you

said you were signed up initially do be an

operator; is that right?
A. Yes.
Q. And that's because an operator -- | don't

want to say has |esser skills, but just different
fol ks can be an operator, whereas a sniper, you
need to be a great shot and have other things; is
that fair?

A. Yeah. It's not that they are |l ess trained
or not as good as us. W can do their job. They
can't do ours because of the gear.

Q. Makes sense. | want to al so ask about
this: Wuld it be fair to describe the role as you
understood it on July 13th to be sort of crowd

oversi ght ?

A. Yes.
Q. Is that a typical role?
A. It is. So | have worked ot her presidential

details, and a lot of it is just watching the crowd
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for anything that you deem suspici ous or out of

nat ure.

Q. In that role, they typically have snipers

fill in?
A. They do.
Q. Woul d that role t

to be more in public and

ypically require someone

visible, or would you want

someone a little nore inconspicuous?

A. |*ve done it both ways.

Q. Let me ask you about those prior events.

What prior presidential events have you done?

A. Donal d Trunmp's event when he came, |

believe, in 20109. | had

done -- | did President

Obama' s. The night of the election for Biden, |

did his first stop in Beaver County. Palin.

can't even think of them
Q. A bunch.
A. Yeah.

Q. In those events,

of either sniper, counter

A. So, yes and no.

all, honestly.

were you in a simlar type
sni per role?

So |I've always been in the

sni per role, but depending on the Secret Service

directors, sonetinmes they have us with our rifles

hi dden. We can be up there. They want us using

our binos. And unless something bad is happening,
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we cannot touch our rifles.

Q. Did you have direct interaction with the
Secret Service in those other ones, for those other
events?

A. Not really. And, honestly, when the Biden
came, they let us walk right by with four sniper
rifles on our shoul ders and put us up on the roof
ri ght above Biden and never even |Ded us. Di dn't
talk to us. They just said, "Hey, guys, be careful
up there.” And | mentioned -- | wasn't a team
| eader at the time, and | | ooked at ny team | eader
and | was |ike, "Man, this feels really weird."

Li ke, why would they just not even |D us.

Q. You weren't even, like, vetted in that
case.
A. No. No. They were just standing there.

We just wal ked with our rifles. W had multi-cano
on. | guess we | ooked |ike SWAT guys and they just
| et us go up.

Q. In this event, to your awareness, did
anyone ever ask for your [|Ds?

A. Yes, they did. So | was |Ded, but they
were not Secret Service. It was Butler sheriffs.
For us to get in the |aw enforcenment parking, we

had to show our police |Ds.
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Q. So that was the morning of the 13th?

A. The morning of the 13th.

Q. Prior to the brief?

A. Prior to the brief.

Q. What time did that brief occur again?

A. We had to be there at 8:00.

Q. Al'l right. How would you describe |evel of
organi zation, the structure, the planning fromthis
event? How would you conpare it to prior
presidential events?

A. So, initially, 1 was inpressed because,
like |I said, they had a special parking area. They
had it vetted. They had security set up. |t
wasn't until the briefing itself, which |I thought
was | ess than it should have been.

Q. You, in fact, said it was, other than maybe
one fromthe AG, the worst you've ever seen

A. Yeah. No one had their game faces on.

Q. And that briefing was given by a Butler ESU

of ficer?
A. Yes.
Q. Do you remember whom it was?
A. | did not know his nanme.
Q. If I showed you a picture, would you

potentially recognize hint
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A. Potentially.
Q. "' m showi ng you a picture of an individual

on my conmputer. Was it this individual here?

A. Not that | -- no, because he didn't have a
hat on.

Q. Okay; fair enough. | showed a picture of
Ser geant - -

A. Who is that?

Q. Sgt. - Do you remember if he was there
or his name?

A. | believe he was in the Command Post, only
because | overheard that, but he was not the one

t hat gave the briefing.

Q. Do you know if he was at the briefing?
A. | don't.
Q. Let's talk a bit more about that briefing.

You said that ESU -- you believe the ESU pl an was
approved by the Secret Service; is that right?

A. Yes. Only because | talked to |l rost
i ncident. Mostly it was about why we weren't put
on the roof. | talked with him-- | was -- | knew
it was going to be difficult for those guys with
the media and everything com ng down on them  So
as one of nmy roles in the county here, |1'm a peer

to peer support and I'"'ma crisis intervention team

LaGanba Reporting Services
www. | aganbar eporti ng. com (412) 458-0439




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

45

member. So | kind of did an impromptu phone call.
| was lifting weights one day, and | was |ike, "I
better check on him | haven't seen him" So |
called him and then he disclosed some information

on that phone call.

Q. Al right. And we'll get back to that
phone call, very much.

A. Yeah.

Q. But real quick, the morning of the brief

you assunmed it was approved by ESU because of --

A. Every one that |'ve ever done before, you
basically -- the Secret Service tells you what to
do and you do it.

Q. Yeah. That is -- all right, I want to talk

about -- and | believe -- is ||’ Do you

know?

A. It mght be | BBB: Yeah. Sorry.

Q. No, you're fine. Di fferent individual. So
I"m | ooking at the Majority Exhibit 1, and I'm
| ooki ng at "Personnel Sniper Element.” Oh, |I'm
sorry. No, I'"'mnot. But do you know if [l was

supposed to be with you the day of?

A. We were told he was supposed to be with us
t hat day. He got transferred out.
Q. Do you know what his role would have been
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had he been there with you?

A. Well, he was the assistant team | eader for
Butl er ESU snipers, so |I'massum ng he woul d have
been directing us or our point of contact should we
need sonmet hing additional or additional resources
t hrough Butl er.

Q. Had he been at the wal kt hrough that you're

awar e of?

A. Yes.
Q. And he woul d have been AGR second floor?
A. Yes.

Q. Who told you at the briefing that the
Secret Service could hear your radio?
A. Whoever was giving the briefing that day, |

don't know his nane. And | believe it was backed

up by -
Q. But they were clear that whatever you say
on your radio, Secret Service will hear?

A. They said they were patched in.

Q. Are you aware, is that the OPS 4 channel,
is that sonmething --

A. Yes.

Q. So OPS 4, Secret Service patched in, you
say something -- you're |like, "Hey, Secret Service,

how you doi ng," someone at Secret Service should be
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able to respond over OPS 4?

A. That was nmy belief.

Q. | want to talk briefly about the switch
from operator to sniper -- or sniper/crowd
over wat ch. Is it your sense that was because --
well, tell me why there was that original switch
bet ween the operator to then being a sniper. Li ke
why was there that role change?

A. Why? Because when | asked if they needed
snipers, they did not need snipers at that point.
That was that Sunday, and it wasn't till that
Thur sday afternoon or early evening that they had
requested snipers coverage. And I don't know if
that came at the direction of Secret Service, or if
t hat was just something Butler realized they could
not provide on their own. So that, | don't know.

So when they were not being able to
staff -- fully staff the BearCat or arnmor unit with
operators, and we were going to be put on standby
by or commander, | ' \as |ike, "Well,
| can chip in and be an operator and help fill this
position so we don't" -- because | thought being on
st andby, should somet hing happen, was not going to
be hel pful.

Q. The role that you had as crowd oversight,
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do you have any notion of whether Secret Service
knew that's what you guys were doing or had that
role in mnd?

A. | have no idea. | can't testify to that.

Q. Fair enough. But, again, your presunption
based upon your past experience and the process is
t hat Secret Service would have had an input in
t hat ?

A. Yes.

Q. " m 1 ooking now also -- and sorry to junp
around a little bit, but I'"mlooking at these text
messages with the sniper groups. s that -- are
you famliar with what |I'm tal king about?

A. Yes, | am

Q. You were -- |I'm | ooking at one that has
been provided in the production. lt's i mage --

i my_0533. | just want to be clear, you're the one

who provided these text messages?

A. | was.

Q. You're in the green?

A. Yes.

Q. We'| |l get to the content |ater. | just

want to make sure |I'moriented to you' re the one

who did those. There's someone nanmed -. Il s that

I
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A. Yes.
Q. Okay. And then there's also a |jij. §

B Co you know who that is?

A
B Veoh
A. | believe he's one of the Butler snipers.

One of the younger guys.

Q. Do you know where he was on that day?
A. No.
Q. Did he ever have any input that you recall

of fhand from that?

A. No.

Q. | want to move on from planning to your
initial perceptions of the AGR Conplex. When you
saw that that's where you would be and had been
taken to the second floor inside, what were -- did
you have any general concerns or general thoughts?
I know you addressed it a little bit, but what were
t hey about that |ocation for your role?

A. So general concerns was that we were |isted
as counter snipers, and they were using us as a
tradi tional sniper role.

Q. s that just a nomenclature thing, or were
you at that point concerned that someone didn't

know what you were doing?
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A. Having time to think about it, | guess they
didn't really understand how we woul d operat e,
maybe, whoever designed that plan.

Q. And that plan was the Butler ESU plan?

A The plan that was -- yes.

Q. Yeah, okay.

A So maybe they didn't understand how or what
we were supposed to be | ooking for. Initially,
when we went up there, | thought that the only
position that could have been a counter sniper
position was the window in the hallway that | ended
up putting my rifle in, because | had a good
coverage of the crowd. I had 400 and some yards
out to the parking |ot. | had a 300-yard shot to
where everyone came in the main gate, the
magnet onet er s.

Everyone wal ked towards me and then they
turned at approximtely a hundred yards. And then
I had the fence line to the L, so | watched a bunch
of people on the edge of the fence |line, because it
was just a chain link fence.

So you had a double fence at sonme of it.
At the one corner where the vendor area is, it's
just a chain link fence to keep people out, and

they were allowi ng people to go right to the chain
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l'ink fence, and anything could have been passed
t hrough that fence, under it or over it.
B | mgoing to show you --
this may help. This will be Mnority Exhibit
Al pha, is that how we're doing it?
BY I
Q. l*"m going to give you a pen. Can you just
mar k what your position was?
A. My position?
I So I'm asking the wi tness
to mark with an "X" his position that he initially
set up at, which is on the western side of that

second building in the AGR.

A. Can | put ny proximately -- can | put a --

Q. Absol ut el y.

A. In front of what | could see?

Q. Yes.

A. (Mar ki ng document .)

Q. When you were tal king earlier about the
cell phone tower -- thank you. When you were
tal king earlier about the cell phone tower, is that

-- do you want to circle those on Exhibit A?
A. (Mar ki ng docunent.)
Q. And what would you think -- would folks --

woul d there be someone on that base or would they
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be all the way up? Where would you think sonmeone
shoul d be?
A. Somewhere on top of that hard buil ding here

(indicating).

Q. Yeah.
A. Maybe even both of us, so we could have a
different -- one of us could be | ooking each way.

Q. And you were initially thinking to do that,
but then at sonme point the PSP guys came up and you
abandoned the plan to text that thought to |~

A. Correct.

Q. What time did the PSP folks roll up?

A. Had to be right before 11:00.

Q. When you are deployed as a sniper or
counter sniper, are you responsi ble for the

security in the immediate vicinity of where you

are?
A. Only your own security.
Q. So that you weren't in any way responsible

for securing the AGR conpl ex.

A. No.

Q. You weren't responsible for patrolling
around it?

A. No.

Q. What was your inpression of who would do
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t hat ?

A. | believe it was already secured because

they said it was bl ocked off,

and we were going to

be al one over there, so | assumed it was already

done prior to us entering that

bui | di ng.

Q. Who said it was bl ocked off?

A

Q. At that point you're t

hi nki ng, "Okay, there

shouldn't be a | ot of people here, and | don't have

to kind of watch my back."

A. Correct.

Q. And that's inportant as a sniper because

you are | ooking far away from
that fair?

A. Fair, yes.

you, generally; is

Q. Did you ever see or hear any talk about
opaque fencing along that Iine, along the fence
line?

A. Coul d you repeat that question?

Q. Sur e. Did you ever hear anyone tal k about

putting up some sort of opaque covering to prevent

a view?
A. No.
Q. Because at some point

citizens started comng in. |

there were people --

know we're noving a
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little ahead, but people started mlling about
around there; right?

A. Yes.

Q. What was your view and how did you react to

seeing all those fol ks around?

A. So the first person showed up shortly after
we got in, so a little bit after 11:00. It was one
i ndi vidual, and | think that was a key -- it was a

key failure on my part.

So that was the first person that wal ked
across that field, and he was highly intoxicated.
He was all dressed in black. Bal d gentl| eman,
carrying a bottle of |iquor. He wal ked directly
into the fence |Iike he couldn't even see it. Then
he slowly followed the fence up towards the main
gate, and | think that would have probably been a
good time, | ooking back now, to test the
communi cati ons.

Q. Do you mnd marking with a -- let's say a
filled in circle approxi mately where that
i ndi vi dual cane in?

A. So he came straight down here -- can | put
an arrow?

Q. Yeah, an arrow s great.

A. He came fromthis way, and he wal ked into
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the fence |Iine approximtely here (marking
document). And then he went up that way.

Q. Did that individual have a bicycle, by
chance?

A. | did not see one.

Q. Okay. So you really didn't give any
concern to the -- who was responsible for securing
around AGR, patrolling it to make sure people
didn't walk up to that fence line, because | N
said they had it blocked off?

A. Yes. And other than the state troopers, |
did not see any patrol units the rest of the day.

Q. Let's tal k about the rooftop quickly. You

said you were ready to go to the roof; is that
right?

A. So we were told to be prepared for
depl oynment outside, so, yeah, | was preferred for

what ever we needed. This is Western Pennsyl vani a.
It can be cold and rainy -- just |like anywhere, you
have to be prepared for the elements, you know.

Q. Woul d you have had any issue going up on
the roof?

A. No, | would not have had an i ssue. | think
with our manpower, we woul d have just had to rotate

in and out. | think that if we would have been on

LaGanba Reporting Services
www. | aganbar eporti ng. com (412) 458-0439




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

56

the roof |ike the Secret Service for the short
period of time they were there, that was

sustai nable. But to be on there from 11:00 until
you know, 5:00 or 6:00 in the afternoon probably
was not sustainable for a sniper because once
you're up there, you got eye fatigue, you got
everything else that starts buil ding up. It's not
just being there. You have to be vigilant. Li ke,
havi ng a body there is nothing.

Q. Ri ght. You wouldn't be able to do your job
the optimal way you need to be able to do your job.
A. Yes. So we woul d have figured something
out. We m ght have only had one guy on the roof at

a time, 20 m nutes, 30 m nutes max, rotating in and

out. That's what | would have done.

Q. | want to get back to that l[ast thing you
just said. I mean, you would have had no problem
doi ng that.

A. No.

Q. You just said, "That was what | would have
done."” Is that something where when you got there,

you woul d have been on the roof? [If so, why? Wy
was the roof the optimal point for you guys?
A. It was a high vantage point that, you know,

| ooki ng at where we were at with the wi ndows, the
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wi ndows did not open up lik

e a general wi ndow, so

you had that break in the mddle. So you kind of

had to work your rifle arou

to take a shot. So the win

nd that should you have

dows that we had to use

were not optimal, and, clearly, the rooftop would

have been a better | ocation
Q. How strongly did yo

arrived? | know that's a d

for us.
u feel that way when you

ifficult question to

maybe say, but |ike was that something you were

i ke, "Oh, man, we got to d
just kind of like, "I shou

A. Well, | mean, | thi

o this, llll," or was it

d have been up there"?

nk even that | ocation as

a counter sniper probably would not have been the

best . | still -- 1'm going
cel |l phone towers woul d prob
| ocati on. | don't think th
been a good | ocation, perso

Q. Sure. MWhy is that?

to stand by that the
ably have been our best
e water tower would have

nally.

A. It's a very difficult steep angle for
someone to shoot. Not that we couldn't do it, but
if I had to shoot fromthat |ocation at that angle
into a crowd and not hurt anybody else, | don't
know. | know | could do it. I know i} probably
coul d. | don't know about the other guys.

Q. So visibility good.

Angl e for shot, not
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i deal .
A. Not i deal .
Q. A couple quick hitters then. Let's talk

drones. Did you ever see a drone that day?

A. | did not.

Q. What woul d you have done had you seen a
drone?

A. | would have called it in.

Q. Why ?

A. Because that's what you're told to do.

Q. Sure. Is that a concern you guys had, that

anyone can be having visibility on you?

A. No.

Q. Well, what's the concern with the drone,
then?

A. Well, | think -- now, | mean, with being

able to arm the drones and drop bombs fromthem

it's alittle bit different than even two years

ago.

Q. Sure.

A. Before it was nore about security, |ike we
don't want drones flying around us. Now it's --

t hey can hurt you.
Q. | want to move on also to communi cati ons.

We're in the technol ogical part of this
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gquestioni ng.
cel |l phone as
behi nd t hat?

A. Wel |

Why did you guys communi cate via

opposed to OPS 4? MWhat's the reason

, there were so many people on the OPS

4, we generally do not like to tie up the radio

channel with

all that ess

Q. OPS
assaul t?

A. Yes,

Q. Okay
t he sni pers

A. Corr

Q. Okay

gi bberish or things that may be not
ential .

4, did it also include Jjjjj counter

it did.
. So there was a broad spectrum beyond
on OPS 4.
ect.
. Pl ease go on.

A. So we had that up as a backup, and it's

al ways best
never know.
battery. Yo
Yeah, things
Q. How

A. M ne

to have a secondary communi cation. You
Li ke, radios can go out. You |lose a
u've got to have an extra battery.
can happen.
was the cell phone coverage that day?

was perfect. I have FirstNet, and I

never | ost anything.

Q. That

was my next question. You do have

Fi rst Net. So when you sent stuff, got stuff, it

came in pret

ty quick?
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A. A hundred percent. | didn't even know
there was a problem with other people's.

Q. Why doesn't everyone have FirstNet? Wy
don't all -- like why didn't | BB or other
fol ks have FirstNet?

A. | just recently changed over to it myself,
because it was a -- for lack of a better term--
pain in the ass, because you get two different
cell phone bills. You get your AT&T bill and you
get a FirstNet bill, and that's just an added -- ny
wi fe pays all the bills, so that's just an added
st ep. For the savings, it wasn't worth it, but now
it's all on one bill together, so --

Q. Let me ask you this: Do you pay, |ike
personally pay for FirstNet?

A. We do.

Q You don't get reinbursed for that?

A. Unfortunately, no.

Q Okay. But | assume you only have FirstNet
for your work purposes.

A. Yes.

Q. So that's something that if local |aw
enforcement, especially in a federal event, were to
rei mourse for FirstNet, nore folks would get it?

A. | think that your department should give
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some noney back to you, because it is your personal

cel | phone. I don't think they should pay a hundred
percent of my cell phone bill, but that's outside of
the scope so -- that's a contract issue.

Q. But, | mean, you had FirstNet for your job.

A. Yes.

Q. It's not something that you get for fun.

A. No.

Q. We tal ked about the text message thread.

We tal ked about -- you have Secret Service over the
radi o.

A. "1l expand on the text messages. That is
sonmething that I do with my own guys. So we have

an emergency operation. As soon as they get in
position, | have them-- this is -- this is 2024.
It's not 1985. We don't have to do a sketch. So
have them take a picture of their |location, send it
me. That way when they're telling me what they can
see, | know what they're actually | ooking at.

Q. OCkay. | want to show you -- |'m not going
to mark this, but it is a page fromthe Butler ESU
OP plan -- or, sorry, postop review plan. Have you
seen this document or this picture?

A. First time |'mseeing it.

Q. Okay. Then we don't need to talk about it.
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I want to ask you, though, from your perspective,
Bl - his perspective, and |l s prerspective,
was anyone abl e or was anyone operationally
supposed to be covering the roof from where M.

Crooks ended up taking a shot?

A. No.
Q. Can you just expound on why that is?
A. From the positions that we were at -- this

was nmy position, those guys were on these wi ndows
here. From t hose positions, there was not coverage
on that roof.

Q. Now, |'m asking you here -- | know you
weren't in any way involved with the Secret Service
pl anni ng on this. But in your m nd as a counter
sniper with experience in that, would it have been

I mportant for someone to be able to see on that

r oof ?
A. Yes.
Q. Woul d it be important for someone to be

wat chi ng that roof?

A. Yes.

Q. Especially if that building weren't secure,
is that sonmething that would have needed to be done
by someone?

A. Yes.
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Q. |

want to | eap ahead a bit, because | do

have a few m nutes, and |'ve kind of reached where

I can now move ahead in the tinmeline. Anything of

note -- |

know you | eave, let's say, approxi mtely

1620; is that right?

A. Yes, 1619 is when | had ny gear on and was

wal ki ng out, yes, sir.

Q. And that was a scheduled thing you had to

depart by that tinme?

A. Yes. So | was up in the air about staying.

And whenever we got the notification that Trunp was

runni ng an hour or more late, | started doing the

math in my head, and | wasn't going to be able to

make the next event that | had to go to.

Q. Under st ood. Anything of note -- and | know

there are things that happened after 1619.

Anyt hing of note happen in the period between when

PSP cars driving in that no man's | and between the

fence and when you | eave?

A. Ot her than heat-related injuries, no. I

just watched a bunch of people drinking al cohol al

day, so |

spent nmy time using my binos, glassing

their front pockets. Everyone wore cargo pants.

Two beers

in each pocket and then two beers in the

back. And they were carrying their -- they were
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drinking six-packs right there.

Q. Is this inside the secure area or near AGR?

A. Near AGR.

Q. How many fol ks about were around AGR?

A. Throughout the day, probably 300.

Q. What was your thought about that many
peopl e being along a fence |line that has a
transparent view into the secure area?

A. Well, | believe had it not been as hot, it
woul d have -- | don't think the traffic would have
been as bad, because there was trees there, so
peopl e were getting out of the sun. Everyone ki nd
of congregated under the trees. There was, |
t hi nk, picnic benches, too, in the back corner.

Q. Did you have any security-related concerns

about that many people being there?

A. Not really, because | didn't see anything
suspicious, like -- there were some strange things,
l'i ke a bunch of Am sh girls came. | thought that

was weird.

B Okay. | want to show you
one nore exhibit which we'll do as Bravo. And ny
apol ogies for doing this to the reporter and not

havi ng this pre-mde.

B 't s Exhibit B
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B B sorry. Mnority
Exhi bit B.
BY

Q. | want to direct your attention to the
m ddl e of this page, a red piece of farm ng
equi pment . I's that a conbi ne?

A. Yes, it is.

Q. Do you recall that being there on the day?

A. | do.

Q. What impact did it have, if not on your
sight line, on other sight |ines?

A. So they had said that that turned up over
ni ght and that wasn't supposed to be there, but now
It was.

Q. Who said that?

A Whoever was giving the brief from Butler.

Q. Got it.

A And t hat was not supposed to be there and
the American flag wasn't supposed to be there,
either. They said those were not there the days
prior and they popped up over night.

So fromour |ocation, they did -- two of
our snipers, it was obscuring their location, their
vision on the interior. So as far as a bl ocking

thing, I think it did work for anybody outside, you
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know.

Q. My | ast question before | turn it over to
Maj ority and just kind of stop it for you, but you
mentioned things that would cue you to take a shot.
You said a visible weapon or sonething?

A. Yes.

Q. How does that work in an area where this is
outside the secure perimeter? People are legally
allowed to be there with, I assume -- first of all,

did you see a weapon in your time?

A. This was an unusual one. No, | did not.
At nopst events, | do see tons of -- Pennsylvania is
an open-carry state, but | did not see anybody with
a weapon.

Q. Got it. And I'mvery much not asking you
to opine on gun policy or anything along those
i nes. |*"m just curious, from an operational
perspective, how do you conprom se your duties in
assessing threats when seeing sonmeone who, you
know, if they're legally carrying, obviously, you
cannot just shoot them At what point -- how do
you bal ance those two things?

A. | mean, | have years of experience in
dealing with people like this. This is -- like I

said, Pennsylvania is an open-carry state. People
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try to get you to do the wwong thing all the time
so they can sue you. So based on ny experience of
a regular daily |law enforcement officer, | would

| ook for things out of nature. Having it, seeing a
rifle, having a rifle slung, is that odd at a Trunp
even or any event? Yes. People do it. \When you
pick it up and start pointing it, that's a
different story.

Q. | assume at that point, clearly, you would
have engaged.

A. Yes.

Q. So, basically, you're saying, "I'"mable to
do that because | have years of experience, and
there are things that clue me in to when that
becomes an issue.”

A. Um hum

B | appreciate it. 1 don't
have anything further.

Thank you for letting me go for a m nute
overtime.

B  'hank you. Sir, do you
want to take a bit of a break before we go?

I No. Unless you do.

B V¢ just need one mnute.

B  cShould we go off the
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record?
[ HEES
(Off the record.)
EXAM NATI ON
BY
Q. Sir, were there any DHS, HSI personnel at
the event?
A. | believe there were, yes, but none of them
briefing.
Q. OCkay. Can you descri be how you know t hat?
A. | just knew that there was Homel and
Security people there. I watched from the outside
| ooking in prior to themletting the crowd in, and

| was watching them sweep the area, wal k around and

check garbage cans, stuff |ike that.

Q. Did any of them introduce thenselves to
you?

A. No.

Q. You indicated that U S. Secret Service was

on the roof for a short period of tinme. How | ong
were they there, approximtely?

A. | believe they got there around 1: 30. " m
not sure what time they took their positions. From
my | ocation I did not have a view of where they

were stationed, so | can't give you an accurate.
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Q. So, sir, you had indicated that you had no

connectivity or service issues. \hat about your

t eant?

A. No one nentioned anything to me about it,
yeah.

Q. So fair to say that nobody on your team

expressed any issues receiving or sending text
messages?

A. It was only i that | would have tal ked
to, . and he did not say anything about that.

Q. What comuni cation resources or devices did
you and others from Beaver ESU have available to
you July 137

A. We had the radios that were issued to us by
Butl er. | don't believe the operators had that. I
believe they had one. But the two snipers, we each
got our own radio. And then we had -- we could
have used our ESU radi os, the Beaver County ESU, as
a backup.

Q. Were each of those standard communi cation
resources?

A. Yes.

Q. Were you able to comunicate with any other
| aw enforcement personnel the day of the rally?

A. Just by the radio. No, that's all.
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Q. Sir, did you receive any pictures of the

eventual shooter, M. Crooks, via text --

A. | did.

Q. -- on July 13?

A. | did after | was gone.

Q. Who did you receive the text fron?

A. It was in a group Snap -- not Snapchat --
group message and came across -- | believe |l
B sent it.

Q. Do you recall approximtely what time you

received that photo?

A. | was just getting in the shower. | don't
recall the exact tinme. | did not have ny contacts
or glasses on, and we were in a rush to get to
where we were going, so | didn't look at it until a
little bit later.

B  Vhen you say group chat,

was that just Beaver ESU group chat?

B 't was the sniper chat that
was set up by |l so it had Washington County
guys, Butler County guys, and Beaver County ESU
guys.

BY I
Q. What did you do next, sir, after you

received the photo of the shooter?
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A. | didn't do anything because those guys --
it had al ready happened and that point, and | knew
that they were going to be super busy. My wife
urged me to go back before -- before the shooting
she urged me to go back | guess when the text
message came across about the range finder. And
then she's like, "Oh, go back.” And I'mlike,
"There is no going back. Li ke there is mles of
traffic trying to get in there."

Q. Did you send either via text or e-mail the
photo you received to anyone el se?

A. | believe Grassley's office, but | don't
think I sent it to anybody el se.

Q. And when did you send those photos to

Senator Grassley's office?

A. Ei ther the next week or week after. I
don't -- | could look, if you want me to.
Q. No, that's okay. Thank you, sir. So we

had briefly discussed it was, you know, not within
the scope of your responsibilities to seek -- to
detain any suspicious individuals. When you
received the photo, did you -- you said you did
not hing. To your knowl edge, were there any
attenpts by anyone to detain the suspicious

I ndi vi dual ?
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A. | believe they discussed about displacing
and going down and -- they being |l 2 I
| found this out later. That's one of the things

at three in the morning that bothers me, because
had | been there, | would have felt much nore
confortable sending two guys down and nme still
being able to cover the area, but | don't think
they were going to send one guy down there by
themsel ves. They couldn't |eave the rifles and
have nobody there.

Q. So, to your know edge, did | rcke
any attenmpts to, you know, have someone detai ned?

A. No.

Q. OCkay. And you had indicated -- so this was
sort of a concern of yours in terms of sending an
addi tional guy there. Did you receive any
addi ti onal communi cations regarding efforts to
detain M. Crooks?

A. I mean, all | knowis fromthe briefing in
the nmorning, they said that PSP was going to send
-- they were going to handle anything outside of a
secure area, so | assumed it was going to be state
troopers. But | was not there during this
timeframe, so --

Q. And during your assignment wi ndow, did you

LaGanba Reporting Services
www. | aganbar eporti ng. com (412) 458-0439




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

73

receive any other descriptions of suspicious
i ndi vi dual s or any communi cati ons regarding
suspi ci ous i ndividual s?

A. Not suspicious, just medical calls. The
operators where they were positioned, people were
comng up to them looking for aid, help. They were
directing medical response over the radio.

Q. So to be clear, sir, just for timeline
pur poses, you had al ready departed the campaign
rally location by the time you received the photo
of M. Crooks?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. And can you specify again what tinme
you had departed?

A. | packed up ny stuff, and | was wal ki ng out
around 4:19, and | believe | was on ny way hone a
little bit after 4:26.

Q. So was it only then |l t hat was at
your post that was |eft?

A. B 2 B

Q. And I Did you ever see anyone on the
roof of the AGR Buil ding during your assignment?

A. No, ma' am

Q. So, normally, sir, in your daily work, if

you needed to share any information with someone
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from anot her agency, how would you do that?

A. In regards to like a -- in regards to what?
That's a | ot of information.

Q. During an assi gnment.

A. During an assignment? Using direct
communi cations, which | prefer, by phone or radio,
or sometimes text message.

BN O<ay.
EXAM NATI ON
BY I

Q. You had nmentioned before we started, |
believe, that you had spoken with the Secret
Service recently; is that correct?

A. They did our debriefing |ast Friday.

Q. Okay. What kind of information was covered
in that?
A. Basically, everything we're tal king about

right now. They were interested more in failures
of their department that we observed. | didn't
have much to say because | didn't see them

Q. You al so nentioned that post incident

you've had a conversation with Butler ESU menber

I
A. Yes.
Q. What did that conversation consist of?
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A. We had a few, but | believe the one you're
getting on was about why we weren't put on the
roof. He said that he had told the Secret Service
t hat was an area of concern, and they had told him
that they had it. Then he said that it was going
to be difficult for us to get up there because it
woul d have required two | adders.

| did not think that that was a reason
not to put us there. | would have called a fire
truck, a |l adder truck. We'd have got up there.
It's not a big deal

Q. | apologize if I mssed this, but have you
spoken with any other menbers of other |aw
enf orcement ?

A. Yeah. So | talked to Butler Sniper [N

and Il ' becl/ieve, from Washington

County. | don't know how to say his |ast name.
Q. Rel ated to failures?
A. Related to failures? Not really. |[Jjj just

was nmore or |ess questioning who was all on our
text message thread. | was just doing a check-in
with |l to see how he was doing. He had ne
send hima text message, because | believe he got
del eted on his phone. That's all | can think of

right now.
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EXAM NATI ON
BY
Q. Sir, did you have any additional sidebar
conversations with ||l after you left your
post ?

A. That day, no.

Q. Did you at any juncture after July 13 have
any conversations with | I

A. | believe we m ght have tal ked about it a
few days | ater. Either there at a training -- but
it wasn't, like -- it was more of a bypass. Li ke,
it was a happenstance. It wasn't digging for any

communi cati on.

Q. Did I cxrress any regret as to
operational failures that day?

A. No. The only thing he said was -- and it
was related to the picture of the window. This was
something | didn't mention earlier. You know, when
we got there, the maintenance guy had told us that
he had opened all the wi ndows that were avail abl e
to be open. The ones that were not open would have
to be broken and replaced should we try to open
them So |l rentioned that where |l had
provi ded overwatch coverage after Crooks was shot,

they had to kick that wi ndow open so they could get
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an angle on that rooftop.

Q. Sir, what was your general reaction in the
i mmedi ate aftermath of hearing that Former
Presi dent Trump was shot?

A. So | went into protective node because |

So it wasn't good. Yeah, so | IIN

I
I
-

I
Q. No, that's totally fine. That is more than

-- we appreciate it, sir. Thank you.

A. Well, I have to expand. |G

, So, yeah.

I V¢!, we appreciate all

the information you've shared. It's been extremely

hel pful .
B | wear nmy enotions on ny

sl eeve, so this isn't unusual.
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EXAM NATI ON
BY I
Q. One ot her question. From your vantage
point in the AGR Buil ding, were you able to see the
Secret Service snipers?
A. | was not, no.

B And, sir, we just would
like to note for the record we appreciate your
service and the time that you spend protecting
citizens of this country and your time in the
mlitary as well. So thank you for your
vul nerability and being with us here today.

Do you have anything el se?

B o

B Vkjority will go off the

record.

(Off the record.)

B V¢ re back on the record
at 1427.

EXAM NATI ON
BY I
Q. | want to follow up on a couple things, and

then I1'"Il get to some summary questions. My

col |l eague certainly asked many of the same ones

that we have. Who is responsible for in your role
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for buying your gear?

A. So as far as buying our body arnmor and some
of the protective gear, that comes fromthe
Homel and Security. But as far as buying our rifles
and things like that, that all comes from us.

Q. So you personally, | Il buy your

rifle that you bring to your ESU assignments?

A. | do.
Q. You buy your gear, your optics?
A. | buy my optics, buy nmy rifle, buy nmy

pi stol, buy all of the stuff that goes on your gear

to hold it all. Slings, holsters, boots.
Everyt hi ng.

Q. Thousands of doll ars?

A. Yes.

Q. Many t housands of dollars?

A. Yes.

Q. And your FirstNet, you pay for that.

A. Yes, | do.

Q. Are you reimbursed for any of that?

A. | am not .

Q. Does that limt the nunmber of folks who are
willing to take on this duty?

A. It does.

Q. And does the lack of sniper capability
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affect the ability of your
their job?
A. It does.

Q. Does it put

unit, other ESUs to do

a burden on you?

A. It does, because you're always on call

Q. | want to ask you about a question, again,
that ny coll eagues asked about. |l sayi ng,
"Secret Service says they have it," what did that
mean to you?

A. This was after the incident, so | believe
that they were in the position to cover that. They

have it.

to cover it.

They know it's a problem

They' re going

Q. And the rooftop specifically.

A. Yes.
Q. Woul d t hat
rooftop?

A. Yes.

Q. So I s essentially saying,

knew this was an issue."
brought it up to Secret
got it?
A. Yes.
Did he say who at

He did not.

Servi ce,

include the entirety of the

"Hey, |
The inplication is he

and they said they

Secret Service?
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Q. But your inpression was that he was sayi ng,
"l had a conversation, and that was what was told
to me."

A. Yes.

Q. Let's rewind in time to 1619 on July 13th.
You | eave. \What happens when you | eave? Do you
noti ce anyone? Observe anything?

A. Yes. | mmedi ately when | opened the doors,
and this was a secure area, we were only supposed
to be there -- we were given places to park so that
the public wouldn't see us behind that Conex or
shed area, approximately right here (indicating).

Q. All right. Can | just have you mark that
with a circle?

A. (Mar ki ng docunment.)

Q. And this is Mnority Exhibit Alpha or A
with a circle directly south of a red building in
the parking lot to the east of the AGR Conmpl ex.

Pl ease go on.

A. So when | open the door, | had seen a
vehi cl e parked next to ours. So it was my personal
vehicle, an unmarked vehicle, and then a Jackson
Township police car that was . s+ There was a
vehicle that was parked there, but no one el se was

supposed to be in there. So | was nore -- | was
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nmore focused on the vehicle being there than

anyt hing el se.

| wal ked out. | opened my car. Started

airing in out. Put nmy gear in. Started it. Shut

the -- turned on the air-conditioning. Got inside.
| | ooked around, and then | noticed a male sitting
at the picnic table with his back to us.

Q. All right. Can you, again, circle the area
on Exhibit A where he was?

A. Approxi mately in here (marking document.)

B 'f you guys want to see
this, 1'll describe it. It's directly south of the
central point of the parking lot to the east of the
AGR Compl ex.

BY I

Q. Were you able to see the face of that male?

A. | was not.

Q. From what you were able to see, are you
| ater able to assess who that individual was from
what you know now?

A. Yeah. | believe that it was Crooks. The
only difference is -- and now with that video of
hi m wal ki ng through -- the male that | seen had
pants on.

Q. Okay. So perhaps it's your assessment that
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it was not Crooks?

A. | still believe it was him but he had

pants on.

Q. Got it. What did you do when you saw t hat

mal e?

A. So | didn't really -- 1Ii

ke | said, | wasn't

f ocused on the mal e. | was focused on the vehicle.

So | sent a text message, "Hey,

guys" -- | believe

you have text messages. "Someone foll owed our

| ead. They parked" -- "they parked in here with us

and they know that we're in that

All my gear was contained

bags. It wasn't like |I wal ked out

a pistol. | didn't want to get

Service snipers, so | had everything contained.

bui |l di ng. "

i nside covert

with a rifle and

shot by the Secret

But I was in multi-cam and | | ooked |ike a cop.

So | sent that text message out,
a reply.

Subsequently, | went

and | did not

back in the

get

buil ding and made direct conversation with | N

and relayed that "That guy is out there. You

shoul d probably get the guy checked.™

Q. So you sent the text message saying
essentially, "Hey, this guy knows where we are"?
A. Yes.
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You sent that to the sniper thread?
Yes.
And then you went back into the --

No, | sent it directly to |l 2ard N

They were in the AGR Building. They were the only

> O > O

ones that really needed to know about it. At that
point, it was just suspicious because the vehicle
was t here. The guy wasn't doi ng anyt hing. We
didn't make eye contact. He didn't eyeball me, but
clearly he heard the double doors (indicating) open
up.

Q. What time did you send the text nmessage,
give or take?

A. 4: 26.

Q. Okay. MWhat tinme did you go back in and
talk to | N~

A. It had to be right around then, like a
m nute |ater, 4:27, 4:28.

Q. And that -- | mean, to do that, did you go
back in through AGR, back up the stairs to where
you' d been?

A. Yes.

Q. Did you tell | 'Hey. check it out.
This guy's there. Check him out"?

A. Yes.
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Q. And you told himto, |ike, have that person
i nvestigated?

A. Yeah, he m ght want to get it checked out,
just because that guy was -- literally, if the guy
was just sitting there by himself, but it was the
vehicl e.

Q. And then you left, and that was the
remai nder, and then we tal ked about what happened
after.

A. Yeah. Yes.

Q. W appi ng up here, but a couple quick
t hi ngs. Did you -- let nme actually -- give me a
moment .

I Do you have any questi ons

bef ore we get to wrapping up stuff?
I Yes. Just a few
foll ow-up questions.
EXAM NATI ON

BY

Q. First, | don't think that we have tal ked
about it yet today, but what is your background as
a sniper? Can you kind of walk through how you got
into that?

A. Yeah. So | first went to the FBI sniper

course somewhere approximtely 16 years ago. ' ve
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been to two or three national tactical officer

sni per courses, urban sniper courses and -- it's

now shut down, but it was the National Law

Enf orcement training facility that was in Weeling,

West Virginia. | went to the sniper school there.
Then |'ve hosted and |'ve been a point

of contact for several different sniper courses

wor king with the NTOA, making sure we have ranges,

everything that they need to teach the new guys.

Q. And you were active-duty Marines?

A. Yes, | was.

Q. What did you do in the Marines?

A. I nfantry.

Q. Thank you for your service.

A. You' re wel come.

Q. You said that you have been part of five
presidential events, including this one. Have any

of them been at Butler Farn?

A. No.

Q. Have part of those events been outside?
A. Yes.

Q. For those events, do you know how many

Command Posts they had?
A. | do not. "' m sorry.

Q. That' s okay. Moving to chain of command.
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So you mentioned that | - and if this
makes sense, was | ki nd of the OPCON chain

of command, |l t he TACON, or how would you
descri be those two men and who was reporting to
whont?

A. So I 'could have been who | would

have -- if | had any major questions, | would have
asked him He could have run around -- he knows
t hose guys. He could have run around the chain of

conmand. And | work with him so |I'm confortabl e,
i ke.

B ' do not know that well. He was
at our school that | hosted, but other than that, |
was -- | didn't have his phone number in ny phone.
He's not sonebody that | talked to, so -- not that
| don't trust him but like if | had any pertinent
questions, | was going to ask JJjij-¢ Then any
i mmedi ate questions |ike "We need to know sonmet hi ng
now," probably | Bl That way all the snipers
woul d know.

Q. Okay; thank you. And on those other
presidential events that you've been a part of, you
mentioned that there were snipers at those events.
You don't recall there ever being counter snipers

at any of those events?
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A. As far as Secret Service? | don't know.

Q. As far as local, state, Secret Service.
Anyone.

A. No, | don't recall them ever being called

counter snipers before.
Q. Okay. And then --
Can | put something f

Yes.

> o >

| have not had any tr

sni pering. Just on the job,

or the record?

aining in counter

figuring it out, what

we need to do, so -- we are going to remedy that,

t hough. Qur entire teamis going to get some type

of training whether we have t

o travel or not.

Q. You mentioned that when you were first

taken out to the AGR Building, you were shown three

di fferent cubicles and said,
pl an of action"?
A. Yes.

Q. Where were those cubi

"Figure out the best

cles, the three

di fferent ones, conpared to where you guys actually

set up?

A. So | was the only one that was outside of

the cubicle area, because | wanted to have -- the

wi ndows that were in that cubicle where | woul d

have been positioned were not

usabl e. One was
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totally | ocked.

B and | came up with a plan, should
we have to shoot through one of the wi ndows that
were | ocked, we were going to use our sidearmto
break the glass, and then our sniper rifles to nmake
a di stance shot.

If it was something close, we could have
probably shot with the sniper rifles, but the
cl oser an object is to the bullet when it comes out

of the barrel, the nore it diverts the trajectory

of it, so -- if that makes sense to you.
Q. It does.
A. Okay.
Q. Thank you. Fi nal question for me, you

mentioned that there should be things that cue you
in to taking a shot, and that Pennsylvania's an
open-carry state and that there's a | ot of factors
that go into that decision. \Where does a range
finder fall into that analysis for you?

A. Il mean, | believe it would be highly
suspi cious, but it's not sonmething that you're
going to take action and shoot.

Q. Absol utely, but when it's highly
suspi cious, what are next steps with that?

A. Next steps is get patrol out there and
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scoop that guy up and talk to him  Why does he

have it. See what else he has. Whatever you can

do | egally. Pat him down, you know.

Q. Absol utely. And then by get patrol there,

do you mean state, PSP, sheri

A. It was my understandi

ffs?

ng it was going to be

PSP. In Pennsylvani a, sheriffs cannot question or

detain. We're not |like the south. So it probably

woul d not have been a sheriff. If a sheriff would

have got there, they can hold them And then if he

needed to get some additiona
have gotten a regul ar police

the investigation.

i nfformati on, we could

officer there to do

B  hank you.
B  You' re welcone.
EXAM NATI ON
BY
Q. A couple more quick ones. You nmentioned

you did a Secret Service interview | ast week.

A. Yes.

Q. Have you participated in any other official

i nterviews? PSP, Secret Service --

A. Mul tiple. Mul tiple.

| started out with

PSP and the FBI. That was approximtely three days

after. They came to ny stati

on when | was on duty.
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There was two FBI agents and two troopers, and |
had a couple follow up questions fromthe FBI, and
one or two from-- and | got e-mail from PSP. W
did Senator Grassley's -- | did his. I think we

did his twice, his independent review. Ron Paul ' s,

Secret Service. | have themlisted if you --
Q. You know, | guess here's my big takeaway on
t hat . So you've had a | ot of these interviews.

Anyt hing relevant from those that was covered that
we haven't covered or was enphasized in a different

way that you think would be important for us?

A. Ri ght now, it's not at the top of ny head,
but 1'lIl revisit that as | think, if that's okay.
Q. OCkay. No, absol utely. |"m sure there's

contact information avail able. What about

ot herwi se generally, anything that you have

t houghts on vis- -vis the event, vis- -vis the
political coverage, the media coverage that you

t hi nk woul d be inportant for us to know or to have
clarified in this record?

A. | haven't watched any of the media coverage
or social media, so that | can't talk to. "' m just
trying to stay in a positive head space.

Q. Yeah. Sur e.

A. What ever | have found out is because |
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I s raying attention to it all. |jjj said | --
we need | awyers, but I"'mjust -- I'mtelling the
truth, so | don't think I need | awyers.

Q. Okay. And then other things, |ooking back
on it, you know, any reconmmendations in terns of
t hi ngs that would have -- and understandi ng that
you were not there at the time of the shooting, but
things from your background, your experience as a
sni per that you think going into that day, either
at the 0800 meeting, at 10:30 when you guys are at
the AGR that you think, |ooking back on it, would

have been really inportant to have that could have

affected the trajectory of at |east |jj|j|jJjyyjj i and

I -
A. Well, | think that the secure perinmeter was
much too small. The only one that |'ve ever seen

smal | er was Bi den when he came the night before the
el ection before he was president, but his was
contained in shipping containers, and he had buses
surroundi ng him So even though it was a smaller
secure perimeter, it would have been difficult to
get to him

But | think all those buildings and as
open as that was, they needed a much | arger

perimeter. | think that they definitely | acked
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patrol resources. Because | did not -- like I
said, looking inside fromoutside, | did not see
patrol at all, even wal ki ng anongst the crowd.

Patrol is 101 security, you know. At the front
gate, wal ki ng amongst people, if you don't have
patrol, you have chaos.

Q. When you say | ack of patrol, are you
tal ki ng about within the perimeter or outside by
AGR?

A. Bot h.

B Al right. Well, we also
very much appreciate your being here and the grace
and difficulty that you have handled it. So thank
you so much.

B he only other thing |
would like to add is i mediately followi ng the
shooting, shortly after -- you know, | mentioned a
comment to |l ' said, "Two things, if the
Secret Service or someone doesn't talk to me
tonight, this is going to be a travesty of | aw
enforcement.” And | was |ike, "And, secondly,
they're going to blame this on communication.”

The Secret Service asked me why | said
that, and I"'mlike, "Ever since 9/11, any tinme

somet hi ng bad happens” -- and this is going to be a
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| ack for a better term-- the easiest cover-all or

coverup is going to be communication, although it

is exactly what needed to happen. | was in D.C. a
few weeks ago. | did an interview that was by
phone, and it happened to have -- they were having

a conference, Emergency Law Enforcement Technol ogy
I happened to sit down with a bunch of guys from
MT. And | told them "You guys need to figure
these radios out. There is no reason that we

shoul d not have communi cation in 2024."

BY
Q. Can | ask a question? When you say bl ane
it on communications, |ike the technol ogi cal

capabilities, the usage of it, both?

A. The technol ogy, there's no reason that we
should not be able to talk everybody el se. But
outside of this Trunmp event -- you know, | was at
shooting the other night on ny normal |ob. I
crossed the county line, and | had zero
communi cation with anybody. | happened to be the
seni or police officer there.

It was nmy first day working there, and
all these guys were 25 and younger, and | had to
direct them how to do it. I had no idea who they

wer e. | had no radi o communi cati on. That's

a
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dangerous for everybody, not just for police, but,
l'i ke, the people that were trying to help. I f you
can't call anybody, if you can't talk to sonebody,
then you're kind of screwed.

Q. So you think -- and maybe | m sunderstood
this in that conversation with | You're
saying you blame it on technol ogy. You think
that's a fair assessment that technol ogy's player.

A. | believe it's a fair assessment. W' ve
had 23 years since 9/11. Look at us now, we're
still treading water. Il will say communications in
my county has gotten worse. We were in the m ddle
-- we were already supposed to convert over to this
digital comunication

| was injured |last year, so | was off
for approximately a year. I came back and got
i ssued a new radio. The very first night we had to
chase somebody, they couldn't hear us on our
portabl es. I had to keep running back to my patrol
car so they could hear us. It's getting worse. I
don't understand it. Thanks. That's my ranting.

Q. No, that's what we're here for. Anything
el se you want to add?

A. No.

B  ust as a |l ast housekeeping
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item if Mnority could introduce the text messages
that were referred to as Exhibit C.

B Ckay. If you want, sure.
Yeah. "Il hand them to the court reporter.

There's something on the back side of that, so --

B We don't have to use that
copy.
I | don't know. Do you have

one that's clean? W can just do both sides.

B Sorry, that's the only

one | have.

B V¢ can print one and get an
exhi bit for you.

THE REPORTER: OCkay.

(Wtness excused.)

(This interview concluded at 2:46

o' clock p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE
L, 1 cdo hereby certify
that | have read the foregoing transcript of ny
interview, and it is a true and correct copy of nmy
testi mony, except for the changes, if any, made by

me on the attached Correction Sheet.

I
( Dat e)
Not ary Public
( Dat e)
LIV
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CERTI FI CATE

I, , do hereby
certify that the 1nterview o was
recorded stenographically by me and then reduced to

typewriting under my direction, and constitutes a
true record of the testimony given by said witness,
all to the best of nmy skill and ability.

I N W TNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set
my hand on this 17th day of Septenber, 2024.
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