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1                :  So we are now on the record.
  
2     Today is September 6, 2024, and this is a
  
3     transcribed interview of .
  
4                House Resolution 1367 directed this Task
  
5     Force to investigate the facts and circumstances of
  
6     the attempted assassination of Donald J. Trump on
  
7     July 13, 2024 in Butler, Pennsylvania.
  
8                Pursuant to House Resolution 1367,
  
9     Chairman Kelly and Ranking Member Crow have
  

10     requested this interview as part of the Task Force
  

11     investigation.
  

12     BY :
  

13        Q.   Can the witness please state their name and
  

14     spell their last name for the record.
  

15        A.   .
  

16        Q.   Thank you, .
  

17                My name is , and I'm a senior
  

18     counsel with the Task Force Majority Staff.  I want
  

19     to thank you for coming in today for this
  

20     interview.  The Task Force recognizes and
  

21     appreciates that you are here voluntarily.
  

22                You're allowed to have an attorney
  

23     present to advise you during this interview.  Do
  

24     you have an attorney representing you in a personal
  

25     capacity present with you today?
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1                :  Yes.
  
2     .
  
3                :  Is there also an attorney
  
4     present representing Butler Township Police
  
5     Department?
  
6                :  There is not.
  
7                :  For the record, can the
  
8     member of Congress present please introduce
  
9     themselves with their name, the district they
  

10     represent, and affiliation with the Task Force.
  

11                MR. KELLY:  US Rep. Mike Kelly, PA-16.
  

12                :  Thank you.
  

13                Next, starting with the Majority, then
  

14     Minority, can the additional staff members please
  

15     introduce themselves with their name, title and
  

16     affiliation.
  

17                  , Deputy Staff
  

18     Member, Majority.
  

19                  ,
  

20     Senior Counsel, Majority.
  

21                  ,
  

22     Investigative Counsel, Minority.
  

23                  , Researcher
  

24     with the Task Force Minority.
  

25                  ,
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1     Staff Director for the Minority.
  
2                  Thank you all.
  
3     BY :
  
4        Q.   , before we begin, I'd like to
  
5     go over the ground rules for this interview.
  
6                The way this interview will proceed is
  
7     as follows:
  
8                The Majority and Minority staff will
  
9     alternate asking you questions, 30 minutes per side
  

10     per round, until each side is finished with their
  

11     questioning.
  

12                The Majority staff will begin and
  

13     proceed for 30 minutes, and then the Minority staff
  

14     will have 30 minutes to ask questions.  We will
  

15     then alternate back and forth in this manner until
  

16     both sides have no more questions.
  

17                If either side is in the middle of a
  

18     specific line of questions, they may choose to end
  

19     a few minutes past an hour to ensure completion of
  

20     that specific line of questioning, including any
  

21     pertinent followups.
  

22                In this interview, while one member of
  

23     the staff for each side may lead the questioning,
  

24     additional staff may ask questions.
  

25                There's a court reporter taking
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1     everything down that I say and everything that you
  
2     say to make a written record of the interview.
  
3                For the record to be clear, please wait
  
4     until the staffer questioning you finishes each
  
5     question before you begin your answer, and the
  
6     staffer will wait until you finish your response
  
7     before proceeding to the next question.
  
8                Further, to ensure the court reporter
  
9     can properly record this interview, please speak
  

10     clearly, concisely and slowly.
  

11                Also, the court reporter cannot record
  

12     nonverbal answers, such as nodding or shaking your
  

13     head.  So it is important that you answer each
  

14     question with an audible, verbal answer.
  

15                Do you understand?
  

16        A.   Yes.
  

17        Q.   We want you to answer our questions in the
  

18     most complete and truthful manner possible, so we
  

19     will take our time.
  

20                If you have any questions or do not
  

21     fully understand the question, please let us know
  

22     and we will attempt to clarify, add context to, or
  

23     rephrase our questions.
  

24                Do you understand?
  

25        A.   Yes.
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1        Q.   If we ask about specific conversations or
  
2     events in the past and you are unable to recall the
  
3     exact words or details, you should testify to the
  
4     substance of those conversations or events to the
  
5     best of your recollection.
  
6                If you recall only a part of a
  
7     conversation or event, you should give us your best
  
8     recollection of those events or parts of
  
9     conversations that you do recall.
  

10                Do you understand?
  

11        A.   Yes.
  

12        Q.   Although you are here voluntarily and we
  

13     will not swear you in, you are required, pursuant
  

14     to 18 U.S. Code § 1001, to answer questions from
  

15     Congress truthfully.  This also applies to
  

16     questions posed by congressional staff in an
  

17     interview.
  

18                Do you understand?
  

19        A.   Yes.
  

20        Q.   If at any time you knowingly make false
  

21     statements, you could be subject to criminal
  

22     prosecution.
  

23                Do you understand?
  

24        A.   Yes.
  

25        Q.   Is there any reason you are unable to
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1     provide truthful testimony in today's interview?
  
2        A.   Can you repeat that?
  
3        Q.   Is there any reason you are unable to
  
4     provide truthful testimony in today's interview?
  
5        A.   No.
  
6        Q.   Please note that if you wish to assert a
  
7     privilege over any statement today, that assertion
  
8     must apply with the rules of the U.S. House of
  
9     Representatives.
  

10                For the Chair to consider assertions of
  

11     privilege over testimony or statements, witnesses
  

12     or entities must clearly state the specific
  

13     privilege being asserted and the reason for the
  

14     assertion on or before the scheduled date of
  

15     testimony or appearance.
  

16                Do you understand?
  

17        A.   Yes.
  

18        Q.   Finally, I'd like to note that the content
  

19     of what we discuss here today is confidential.  We
  

20     ask that you not speak about what we discuss here
  

21     today in this interview to any outside individual
  

22     in order to preserve the integrity of this
  

23     investigation.
  

24                For those same reasons, the marked
  

25     exhibits used today will be provided to the court
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1     reporter so that they may go in the official
  
2     transcript, and any copies of those exhibits will
  
3     be returned to us when we wrap up.
  
4                We plan to take a five-minute break at
  
5     the end of each 30 minutes of questioning, but if
  
6     you need a longer break or a break before that,
  
7     please let us know and we're happy to accommodate.
  
8                However, to the extent that there's a
  
9     pending question, we would ask that you finish
  

10     answering the question before we take the break.
  

11                Do you understand?
  

12        A.   Yes.
  

13        Q.   Do you have any other questions for us
  

14     before we begin?
  

15        A.   No.
  

16        Q.   It is now 4:26, and the Majority staff will
  

17     begin questions.
  

18                , thank you for being here
  

19     today.  As an initial matter, can you please
  

20     describe to us your job description?
  

21        A.   My job description would be patrolman for
  

22     Butler Township Police.  I don't know if you want
  

23     me to go further into that.
  

24        Q.   If you could please just --
  

25        A.   Answer calls.
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1        Q.   -- outline your responsibilities and tasks
  
2     and assignments.
  
3        A.   Answer calls, provide traffic control,
  
4     whatever.  The day in question I would be just
  
5     answering calls that day.
  
6        Q.   And by answering calls, does that mean, you
  
7     know, taking the patrol car out to respond?
  
8                What does that mean?
  
9        A.   Yeah.  I also had a patrol car assigned to
  

10     me, as usually my zone of coverage would have been
  

11     134 zone.  So that was 422, like Walmart area.
  

12                I know you're not familiar with the
  

13     zones in Butler, but Meridian, which is where the
  

14     farm show is.  Like Bon Aire would also be in my
  

15     zone.  That was my zone coverage that day.
  

16                That's every daylight Saturday how the
  

17     rotation works.  I usually end up with that zone.
  

18        Q.   Okay.  And just as a general matter, can
  

19     you just explain your responsibilities on a
  

20     day-to-day basis a little more for us in terms of
  

21     what you're responsible for and what you do?
  

22        A.   Answer calls.  Investigate crashes.
  

23     Investigate crimes.  Conduct traffic stops.  Normal
  

24     patrol work.
  

25        Q.   Thank you.  And how long have you worked
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1     for the Butler Township Police Department?
  
2        A.   It will be 15 years in October.
  
3        Q.   For the July 13th event, the campaign rally
  
4     at the Butler farm show, can you describe when you
  
5     became first aware of that event taking place on
  
6     July 13th?
  
7        A.   The week prior.  I don't have the day for
  
8     you.
  
9        Q.   How did you become aware of it?
  

10                Did someone tell you that it was
  

11     happening?  Did you receive an e-mail?
  

12        A.   Through social media, and we talked about
  

13     it at the station.  Kind of simultaneously.
  

14        Q.   When did you learn that you would be
  

15     working at the July 13th event?
  

16        A.   I was working that day.
  

17        Q.   And how did you learn it?  Like through
  

18     your boss?
  

19                Did anyone tell you that you would be
  

20     working?
  

21        A.   I was scheduled to work that day.
  

22                :  Point of
  

23     clarification:   is asking were you assigned
  

24     to this event, and your answer is for that day.
  

25                  My day was patrol that
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1     day.
  
2                :  Do you understand what
  
3     he's --
  
4                :  Yes.
  
5        A.   Just to clarify, I was scheduled to work
  
6     that day for patrol, and my zone of patrol was the
  
7     farm show.
  
8        Q.   Thank you for talking through that with us.
  
9                Did you receive any documents or any
  

10     specific instructions for that day that were
  

11     specific to the campaign rally?
  

12                Any type of operational plan or aerial
  

13     diagrams or maps?
  

14        A.   So there was an operational plan, and I was
  

15     not -- I believe I'm in it.  You asked the guy
  

16     working the road, and I was in it there.
  

17                I sat through the briefing just so I
  

18     would know what was going on, but I was not part of
  

19     the event.
  

20                But there's 25,000 people, or however
  

21     many it was there, in a small area, and most
  

22     likely, all my calls would be from the event.
  

23                So I sat through the event -- or I sat
  

24     through the briefing.
  

25        Q.   And when did that briefing take place?
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1        A.   It was either 09 or 10.  I'm not exactly
  
2     sure.
  
3        Q.   And that was at the station?
  
4        A.   Yeah, it was at the station.
  
5        Q.   I'm going to introduce a document for the
  
6     record here.  This will be Majority Exhibit 1.
  
7                (Majority Exhibit No. 1 was marked for
  
8     identification.)
  
9     BY MR. KELLY:
  

10        Q.   When you say your briefing took -- is that
  

11     the morning of July 13th?
  

12        A.   Yes.
  

13        Q.   That's the only time you sat in on any type
  

14     of briefing or anything?
  

15        A.   For this event, yes.
  

16        Q.   For that event, yes.  Specifically that
  

17     event on that day.
  

18        A.   But I also was aware that I was working the
  

19     road.  So I knew I was not going to be part of this
  

20     plan.
  

21        Q.   Okay.  All right.  That's fine.
  

22     BY 
  

23        Q.   Do you recognize this document?
  

24        A.   I believe so.
  

25        Q.   So this document is labeled the Butler
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1     Township Operational Plan.  The mission of this
  
2     operational plan is to provide traffic control at
  
3     various intersections in and around Butler Farm
  
4     Show grounds.
  
5                On the Assignments page on Page 2,
  
6     there's a number of intersections listed, and some
  
7     of the intersections have Butler Township personnel
  
8     tasked at those specific intersections.
  
9                Do you recognize your name on this
  

10     Assignments sheet?
  

11        A.   No.
  

12        Q.   There's a patrol unit identified at the
  

13     Greenwood Drive intersection at SR 0422.
  

14        A.   But that's not specific to me either.
  

15        Q.   That's not specific to you?
  

16        A.   There's two patrol officers on that day.
  

17        Q.   Okay.  And you were in the other patrol
  

18     unit?
  

19        A.   I was in one patrol unit.  The other patrol
  

20     unit was going to be the zone like south of us.  So
  

21     that would have been like Lyndora, South Butler,
  

22     that kind of stuff.
  

23                So had I been tied up,  could have
  

24     come up and handled that.  I'm assuming that's
  

25     where he meant when he says patrol unit.
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1        Q.   I'm on the last pages of this packet.
  
2     There's an Intersections of Responsibility that
  
3     list some intersections.  I think it's a few pages
  
4     prior to there.
  
5                On this map, can you describe where your
  
6     patrol zone was located?  If you want to use my
  
7     copy, here.
  
8        A.   It would start up here at 422.  We cover
  
9     422 and the whole way down to below Buttercup.  So
  

10     pretty much here (indicating).
  

11                I'm not exactly sure on the map where,
  

12     if I can draw a line.  Do you know what I mean?
  

13        Q.   Uh-huh.
  

14        A.   The line from Butler Township would be over
  

15     here (indicating) somewhere, and everything east of
  

16     that.
  

17        Q.   Okay.
  

18        A.   Does that make sense?
  

19        Q.   So your patrol was more of a roving duty on
  

20     July 13th?
  

21        A.   Yes.
  

22        Q.   So you could be at various places all
  

23     around the Butler Farm Show grounds?
  

24        A.   Yes.  And all Butler Farm Show is not
  

25     actually in Butler Township.
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1        Q.   That's right.
  
2        A.   So it was, like I said, everything east of
  
3     that, and a lot of the farm show is not.  But just
  
4     because I needed to get around, I was over that
  
5     way.  I usually don't end up over that way.
  
6        Q.   Okay.  At the July 13th event, can you
  
7     describe getting to the AGR building and how you
  
8     came to arrive at the AGR building that day?
  
9        A.   Specific to when?
  

10        Q.   At any point you were in or about the area
  

11     of the AGR building.
  

12        A.   You mean for the active shooter or just --
  

13        Q.   Just in your patrol, were you around the
  

14     AGR building?  Were you driving past it?  Were you
  

15     walking by it?
  

16        A.   I was driving up and down Whitestown Road.
  

17     I don't know how many times I would have drove by
  

18     it.  I drove by Meridian.
  

19                Like I said, I was getting calls and I
  

20     was patrolling that area.  So I would have been
  

21     driving by it countless times.
  

22        Q.   Countless times?
  

23        A.   I have no idea.
  

24        Q.   So countless times driving by the AGR
  

25     building around that area?
 

LaGamba Reporting Services
www.lagambareporting.com         (412) 458-0439



 17
  

  
1        A.   Probably more on Meridian Road, but, yeah.
  
2        Q.   On Meridian Road.
  
3                During that time, are you driving by the
  
4     AGR building, or just in and around the Butler Farm
  
5     Show grounds, did you hear any reports of a
  
6     suspicious individual?
  
7        A.   So are you talking about the specific event
  
8     of the shooter?  How I got my information was I
  
9     went and checked on -- as you know, we had
  

10     different guys at the intersection, and I just
  

11     checked in on them to see how they're doing.  Talk
  

12     for a minute.
  

13                I checked on , Patrolman .
  

14     I was talking to him when he received information
  

15     of the guy with the range finder, and then Secret
  

16     Service was standing there with us, and 
  

17     ended up messaging me a picture of them.
  

18        Q.   Okay.  So you were physically with 
  

19     checking in on him?
  

20        A.   Yes.  I was just literally checking on him.
  

21     "Hey, do you got water, whatever," yeah.
  

22        Q.   Driving past  station?
  

23        A.   Yes.
  

24        Q.   Where his post was stationed?
  

25        A.   He was there with a Secret Service member.
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1        Q.   With who?  I'm sorry.
  
2        A.   It was him and a Secret Service member at
  
3     Brady Paul Lane.
  
4        Q.   Brady Paul Lane, okay.
  
5                Do you recall around what time that was?
  
6        A.   It might be on -- we did a timeline.  It
  
7     might be on the timeline turned in.
  
8        Q.   And what was your conversation with 
  
9     during that time?
  

10                What did he say about the suspicious
  

11     person?
  

12        A.   He had a range finder.
  

13        Q.   He had a range finder.
  

14        A.   The sniper spotted him with a range finder.
  

15        Q.   Do you do anything with that information
  

16     via your radio?
  

17        A.   I was on County 2.  I was not on OPS 3.  I
  

18     was not on OPS 4.  I was scanning them, but when
  

19     you're scanning those other frequencies and you're
  

20     on County 2, anything that comes up on County 2, it
  

21     overrides county traffic.  Like County 2, actually,
  

22     overrides those.
  

23                We talked about it.  After a short
  

24     conversation, I went back down Meridian Road.
  

25     There's a water tower somewhere over there.  We
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1     drove back to the water tower just to see if I
  
2     could see him.
  
3                There was a trooper sitting there.  I
  
4     couldn't see the trooper sitting there from where
  
5     we were on Brady Paul Lane.
  
6        Q.   And that trooper was state police?
  
7        A.   Yes.  It was a state trooper in a marked
  
8     unit.  We just couldn't see him.  I didn't know he
  
9     was there.
  

10                I said something to the trooper about,
  

11     "Hey, there's a guy."  I gave a description.  I
  

12     can't give the description off the top of my head
  

13     right now.
  

14                "There was a description of this man.
  

15     Have you seen him?"  He's like no, he didn't see
  

16     him either.
  

17                I looked around.  I could see -- from
  

18     the tower to AGR, I could see there was like nobody
  

19     fitting that description.  I think there was maybe
  

20     like one person walking through.
  

21        Q.   Okay.  And when you had that conversation
  

22     with the state trooper, that was in person.
  

23                You stopped by where he was located?
  

24        A.   Yes.  Yes.
  

25        Q.   And was there any other personnel from
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1     Butler Township at that time there?
  
2        A.   No.
  
3        Q.   So do you keep driving south on Meridian
  
4     after talking with the state police trooper?
  
5        A.   I go back out to Meridian Road, and I again
  
6     stop and talk to  and Secret Service because
  
7     they're still talking about this.
  
8                And then  -- and I'm not sure
  
9     who it comes from, if it was the Secret Service to
  

10      or just the Secret Service member himself.
  

11     I remember there was some talk about it.  I think
  

12     all three of us.  I think the Secret Service called
  

13     it in.  I have no idea.  But the Secret Service
  

14     said, "If you find him, we'll talk to him."
  

15                So I then drove south on Meridian Road
  

16     to see if I could find him.
  

17        Q.   Okay.  At what point did you know that the
  

18     threat had been elevated of the suspicious person
  

19     and you might be needed to go back to the building
  

20     or take another action?
  

21        A.   So I went south.  I think at Buttercup I
  

22     made a right, came back out Grist, and then went
  

23     back on 68, which would have been right by AGR.
  

24     There was a report of the same individual between
  

25     AGR and going towards Sheetz.
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1        Q.   Okay.
  
2        A.   And then I started from there.
  
3        Q.   Okay.  What radio channel did you get that
  
4     information?
  
5                Was that police channel 2?
  
6        A.   I don't think it was on 2.  I'm not
  
7     watching the radio.  I don't have to watch the
  
8     radio.  Do you know what I mean?
  
9                Like while I'm driving down the road, I
  

10     don't have to look at the radio to see what
  

11     channel's popping up.
  

12                I think it was OPS 3, but I don't know
  

13     for sure, to be honest.
  

14        Q.   So you hear that the suspicious individual
  

15     is going towards Sheetz.  So you cut in and you
  

16     follow that direction?
  

17        A.   Yes.
  

18        Q.   Can you describe the next steps that you
  

19     took?
  

20        A.   Well, I believe before I got there -- well,
  

21     we pull in, come around.  So one of the snipers
  

22     comes out.  I believe it was from Beaver County
  

23     because I did not recognize him.  I don't know who
  

24     he was.  I know he was one of the snipers from the
  

25     ESU team, but I did not recognize him.
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1                He said, "Well, the guy went that" --
  
2     kind of pointed, and he pointed back towards the
  
3     building, and if you've been around the building,
  
4     you know how confusing the building is with how the
  
5     cuts and -- it's really extremely confusing, and I
  
6     did not know that you couldn't go from, like, one
  
7     side to the other side the way those warehouses are
  
8     kind of stacked in there.
  
9                So he said he went that way.  So I
  

10     looked, and as I drove by, I was like, "Where did
  

11     he go?"  Because I wasn't sure, to be honest.
  

12                So I started back around the building.
  

13     The other side, when I was on the other side of the
  

14     building, Patrolman , I can hear him saying
  

15     somebody was on the roof.
  

16                After he said somebody was on the roof,
  

17     I turned around and started back towards where his
  

18     location was, assuming that I could see him from
  

19     there, where Patrolman  was, because he was
  

20     coming up that way.
  

21                And then I believe when he radioed that,
  

22     somebody else radioed that we didn't have any
  

23     assets on the roof.  Again, I don't know who that
  

24     was that said that, but that makes sense.  It
  

25     didn't make sense.  Put it that way.
 

LaGamba Reporting Services
www.lagambareporting.com         (412) 458-0439



 23
  

  
1        Q.   Do you know at that time what radio
  
2     transmission that came in on?
  
3                Was that police officer Channel 2?  Was
  
4     that OPS 3?
  
5        A.   Probably OPS 3.  Again, I'm on 2 but
  
6     scanning 3.
  
7        Q.   Yeah.
  
8        A.   My main purpose is to answer calls on 2.
  
9        Q.   Yes.
  

10        A.   Obviously, this comes in and overrides
  

11     that, but my main purpose there is to answer calls
  

12     on 2.
  

13        Q.   Just to back up a step, around the time
  

14     that you hear that there's a suspicious individual
  

15     that's cutting towards Sheetz and you cut in, you
  

16     meet a ESU sniper.
  

17                You don't know what sniper they're
  

18     affiliated with, what group they're affiliated
  

19     with, but is that interaction like in person?
  

20                Are you in your patrol car at that
  

21     point?
  

22        A.   I'm in my patrol car.  He comes out and
  

23     yells to us and said, "He went this way."
  

24                So it was in person.  I'm in a patrol
  

25     car.  I didn't get out.
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1        Q.   Okay.  And then you encounter Officer .
  
2     Are you also in the patrol car then?
  
3        A.   I don't encounter .  I hear him on the
  
4     radio.
  
5        Q.   Hear him on the radio, okay.
  
6                So after speaking with the ESU sniper
  
7     from your car, you keep driving.
  
8                Where do you go?
  
9        A.   Around the other side of the building.
  

10        Q.   Okay.  And that's towards the AGR parking
  

11     lot; correct?
  

12        A.   Towards -- no.  He was in the parking lot.
  

13     There's different parking lots for the AGR
  

14     building, but the main parking lot -- I'm assuming
  

15     what you're referring to -- is where I would have
  

16     seen the sniper and he pointed back towards, like,
  

17     the building as he, like, went between the building
  

18     or something.  That's when I went back around the
  

19     front of the building.
  

20        Q.   Had you seen the suspicious individual at
  

21     any point with your own eyes?
  

22        A.   Mr. Crooks?
  

23        Q.   Yes.
  

24        A.   Earlier that day I did see him, and the
  

25     only reason I know that is because he has such a
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1     recognizable face.  But I do not remember where I
  
2     seen him at.
  
3        Q.   Do you remember around what time you might
  
4     have seen him?
  
5        A.   I remember seeing a picture of him, like I
  
6     seen here today, just because his face is that
  
7     recognizable.
  
8        Q.   And you said you saw a picture of him?
  
9        A.   Yes.
  

10        Q.   And that was on your phone?
  

11        A.   Yes.
  

12        Q.   Do you remember who sent that picture?
  

13        A.    sent that to me.
  

14                :  I'm sorry.  Who sent it?
  

15                :  .
  

16        Q.   So you've heard -- you had spoken with the
  

17     ESU sniper.  You've heard Officer  over the
  

18     radio.
  

19                Can you describe your next actions?
  

20        A.   He described the guy on the roof.  I came
  

21     back around to the parking lot where I originally
  

22     seen the sniper, and everybody came pulling in,
  

23     starting to kind of surround the building.
  

24                Patrolman  said, you know, "We're
  

25     gonna have to get on the roof."  So however --
 

LaGamba Reporting Services
www.lagambareporting.com         (412) 458-0439



 26
  

  
1     where  was, I have no idea.  Me and him get
  
2     together.  I don't even know how they got there.
  
3                But me and him get together, and I say
  
4     something to  like, "Hey, I'll push you up;
  
5     you pull me up."  And I push him onto -- like lift
  
6     him onto the roof.
  
7                He puts his foot between my two hands
  
8     and I lift him up the best I can because there are
  
9     no ladders.  We didn't see any other way up.  And
  

10     that was the shortest point that we could find.
  

11                I'm not saying that there weren't other
  

12     ones, but that's the best we could do at the time.
  

13        Q.   So you're actively looking for places where
  

14     you could possibly get on the roof?
  

15        A.   Yes.  That's the best we could come up with
  

16     in a hastily fashion of trying to get up there.
  

17                I try to get him up to the roof.  He's
  

18     kind of on the side, however he is up there.
  

19                He comes back down screaming, "THERE'S
  

20     AN AR!  AN AR!  A GUY WITH AN AR!"
  

21                He comes down, kind of, onto me and
  

22     rolls his ankle, and we back up, drop down,
  

23     obviously.
  

24                And then within a few seconds after
  

25     that, we actually -- well, back up.  I know the
 

LaGamba Reporting Services
www.lagambareporting.com         (412) 458-0439



 27
  

  
1     trooper called it out.  I believe  called it
  
2     out, too:  THERE'S AN AR, A GUY WITH AN AR OR A
  
3     LONG GUN ON THE ROOF!"
  
4                The trooper is in his car, and I could
  
5     see him.  He said, "Did you guys call it out?"  And
  
6     he called it out again on his frequency.  I have no
  
7     idea what frequency he was on.  So I have no idea.
  
8                But I know he called it out, and then
  
9     that's when we got back up.  We draw weapons, and a
  

10     few seconds after that we hear shooting, both going
  

11     out and then coming in.
  

12        Q.   Okay.  After you heard shots, what was your
  

13     reaction?
  

14        A.   The shots?
  

15        Q.   Yeah.
  

16        A.   Well, you could hear shots going out, and
  

17     you heard one come in.  Well, I didn't hear the two
  

18     come in.  I only heard the one come in that was
  

19     loud, and we all kind of -- I knew that was a hit
  

20     from the way everybody else was saying that you
  

21     could hear it hit the building or hit him or the
  

22     building.
  

23                Then after he was shot and they said,
  

24     "Shooter down," I believe we started clearing AGR
  

25     itself.
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1        Q.   Okay.  And for what purpose was that?
  
2        A.   To ensure that nobody else was inside the
  
3     building.
  
4        Q.   Okay.  And where did you receive that
  
5     instruction to clear the building?
  
6        A.   I do not know.
  
7        Q.   Were you able to successfully clear the AGR
  
8     building for any other suspicious individuals or
  
9     make sure that the building was clear?
  

10        A.   We did.  It took quite some time.
  

11        Q.   About how long would you say that it took?
  

12        A.   It's hard to guess on time, especially in
  

13     that situation, but we went through, I would say,
  

14     anywhere between a half hour and an hour.
  

15        Q.   Were you clearing the building with other
  

16     local law enforcement entities?
  

17        A.   Some people, I had no idea who they were.
  

18        Q.   Okay.
  

19        A.   The first stack that went in there, it was
  

20     guys I had no idea who they were.
  

21        Q.   Did you recognize any Secret Service
  

22     officials there helping clear the building?
  

23        A.   One of them came in, wouldn't really talk
  

24     to anybody, and then would come back, walk out.  I
  

25     have no idea who he was.
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1        Q.   Was he there until the completion of
  
2     searching the AGR building after the shots?
  
3        A.   I didn't see that guy again.  He had a blue
  
4     vest on that said Secret Service.  Because I asked
  
5     him if everybody was okay.  He just went, "Eh, I
  
6     don't know."
  
7        Q.   What did you think about that?
  
8        A.   What did I think about that?  I'd just
  
9     rather hold my opinion to myself.
  

10        Q.   What did you do after you cleared the AGR
  

11     building?
  

12                Did you stay around the AGR building.
  

13     Did you resume your patrol?
  

14        A.   After I cleared the AGR building, I went
  

15     back out to the fence line.  There was some more
  

16     communication.
  

17                Like I carried a box of gloves over and
  

18     threw them onto the roof for the guys, and then
  

19     after that, I went out and stood on the perimeter
  

20     for however many hours it was.
  

21        Q.   When did you ultimately end up leaving the
  

22     Butler Farm Show grounds and leave your work for
  

23     that day?
  

24        A.   At some point we went to the CP to give
  

25     a -- it was what?  11:30 at night, somewhere in
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1     there.  I don't have my timeline in front of me.
  
2                I gave a quick statement to PSP
  
3     Butler -- or not Butler -- just the Pennsylvania
  
4     State Police -- which was recorded that night, and
  
5     I was relieved from there.
  
6                I had to go back and get my car to go
  
7     back to the AGR and still parked where I originally
  
8     was parked, got my car and then left.
  
9        Q.   When you went to the CP, do you mean the
  

10     command post?
  

11        A.   Yes.
  

12        Q.   And where was that command post?
  

13                Was it the local trailer that had local
  

14     law enforcement entities or was ---
  

15        A.   I was not in it.  So I can't tell you who
  

16     was in command of that post.  I just know we were
  

17     to go up to the CP.  There were a lot of guys
  

18     walking around.  I didn't know who they all were.
  

19                There were some individuals when we
  

20     first came in on the left that had Secret Service
  

21     on them.  They were sitting in chairs.
  

22                There were a lot of people in the
  

23     building.  I recognized some of them as PSP.  I
  

24     didn't recognize a lot of other people.  So I can't
  

25     tell you who was who, other than I can tell you
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1     Secret Service were wearing vests that said Secret
  
2     Service, and I could see there were some troopers I
  
3     recognized.
  
4                Other than that, I have no idea who a
  
5     lot of those people were.
  
6        Q.   Yeah.  So this a really a building that you
  
7     were reporting to at the end of the day.
  
8                And was that maybe towards, you know,
  
9     the front of the Butler Farm Show grounds?
  

10        A.   It was towards the front, and I never went
  

11     inside.  I gave my statement outside.
  

12        Q.   Okay.  And you gave that statement to
  

13     Pennsylvania State Police?
  

14        A.   Yes.  And I cannot remember their names.
  

15        Q.   After giving that statement, before coming
  

16     to talk to us, had you prepared any type of After-
  

17     Action Report or other similar type oral or written
  

18     statement about the events of July 13th?
  

19        A.   I gave a statement to Pennsylvania State
  

20     Police and the FBI that week following.  I don't
  

21     know what day it was.
  

22        Q.   And was that a separate interaction with
  

23     both entities, or were they together?
  

24        A.   They were together.
  

25        Q.   They were together?
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1        A.   It was -- I forget his name.  He was kind
  
2     of running the interview.  State police would have
  
3     been kind of running the interview, and then FBI
  
4     was standing -- sitting on both sides.  They really
  
5     didn't have much other than a few things here and
  
6     there.
  
7        Q.   During your patrol during the day of
  
8     July 13th, did you identify any other suspicious
  
9     individuals, other than Crooks, during your work?
  

10        A.   No.
  

11     
  

12        Q.   You mentioned Officer  had texted you
  

13     a picture of what you eventually appreciated to be
  

14     Mr. Crooks.
  

15        A.   Yeah.
  

16        Q.   Had you received any other texts that day?
  

17        A.   What do you mean?  From...?
  

18        Q.   Independent of Crooks but just as far as
  

19     communicating with fellow law enforcement.
  

20        A.   I don't know.  Sometimes myself and
  

21     Sergeant  will call each other or text each
  

22     other if the radio traffic's tied up.  It's not
  

23     uncommon for us to do that.
  

24                Just be like, "Hey, I got" -- do you
  

25     know what I mean?  Just a quick.  And I can't
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1     remember.
  
2        Q.   Sure.
  
3        A.   And I was there since 8:00, so I'm guessing
  
4     I contacted a fellow officer.  I presume that I
  
5     would have contacted a fellow officer.  Do you know
  
6     what I mean?
  
7                I was there since at 8 a.m., and that
  
8     was what time it occurred.  So I'm sure there was
  
9     some other contact with other officers.
  

10        Q.   What about e-mail?  Was that also a way to
  

11     get in touch with people?
  

12                Was e-mail also a way to get in touch
  

13     with folks the same way as text was?
  

14        A.   No.
  

15        Q.   No?
  

16                  We're at time for our staff.
  

17                :  The chairman has a
  

18     question.
  

19     BY MR. KELLY:
  

20        Q.   So you were hoisting Officer  up
  

21     onto the roof; is that correct?
  

22                So he would have been right below the
  

23     roof that the shooter was on?
  

24        A.   Yes.
  

25        Q.   Okay.  So when you said earlier you hear
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1     the shots, there were two other shots after that
  
2     were incoming towards the shooter?
  
3                You detected two shots coming in?
  
4        A.   I heard the one for sure because it was
  
5     louder and it sounded different.
  
6                So I could hear his shots going out.  I
  
7     know two shots came in.  I could identify the one
  
8     that came in because it was coming in much louder.
  
9                :  Which one is that?
  

10                :  That would have been the
  

11     last shot.
  

12        Q.   The last shot?
  

13        A.   Yeah.
  

14        Q.   So I didn't realize there were two shots
  

15     that came in.  What I thought --
  

16        A.   I thought there were two shots because of
  

17     the other sniper shot, too, and then Secret
  

18     Service, but I heard for sure one shot come in.
  

19        Q.   Okay.  So when you said that you thought
  

20     the Secret Service sniper and then the other
  

21     sniper, who would that have been?
  

22                One of ours?
  

23        A.   One of ours, yes.
  

24        Q.   But there's definitely two shots that came
  

25     in?
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1        A.   From my understanding, yes, two shots came
  
2     in, but I heard one shot.
  
3        Q.   So you heard one shot, but you assumed
  
4     there were two shots.
  
5                Why do you assume?
  
6        A.   I know there's two shots now.
  
7        Q.   You know it now?
  
8        A.   I know that now.
  
9        Q.   Based on what?
  

10        A.   Based on talking to my colleagues.
  

11        Q.   So somebody else had told you there were
  

12     actually two shots?
  

13        A.   Yes.
  

14        Q.   You knew for sure you heard one?
  

15        A.   Yes.
  

16        Q.   But you are assuming the second shot that
  

17     came in you didn't hear or you weren't able to
  

18     distinguish it?
  

19        A.   I wasn't able to distinguish it.
  

20        Q.   Okay.
  

21        A.   I wasn't able to distinguish the one shot
  

22     that came in.  The one shot that I was able to
  

23     distinguish was a larger caliber and for sure was
  

24     coming in.
  

25        Q.   I'm just trying to figure it out because,
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1     being there, I heard the shots that were taken.  I
  
2     didn't realize there were more shots after that.
  
3                So it's hard for me to distinguish
  
4     because when it was all happening, I wasn't
  
5     counting shots.  I was trying to cover .
  
6     So it's interesting.
  
7                How many shots do you think Crooks took?
  
8        A.   I didn't count that day, but afterwards I
  
9     heard eight.
  

10        Q.   Eight?
  

11        A.   But I can't testify to that.
  

12        Q.   I've heard the same thing.  But again, any
  

13     situation like that, who's counting?  All I'm
  

14     hearing is a series of gunshots.
  

15        A.   Yes.
  

16        Q.   And so I'm trying to understand.
  

17                My assumption was that -- my
  

18     understanding is that there was communication,
  

19     before the sniper on the roof, that he had him in
  

20     his sight.
  

21                So he was waiting for the okay to act,
  

22     and if the idea to engage was after Crooks had
  

23     fired eight shots, I'm trying to understand --
  

24        A.   I don't -- I can't make any sense for you
  

25     on that one.  All I know, from being involved here,
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1     I know what a .223 sounds like.
  
2        Q.   Yeah.  But you know for sure you heard one
  
3     incoming?
  
4        A.   Yes.  Without a doubt.  It was one
  
5     incoming.  The one incoming was a much larger
  
6     caliber.
  
7        Q.   Would that have been one of our guys or the
  
8     Secret Service?
  
9        A.   I believe that was Secret Service.
  

10        Q.   Okay.
  

11        A.   Our guys were shooting the same caliber.
  

12        Q.   Okay.  All right.  I'm just trying to
  

13     figure out where the second shot came from.
  

14                You could definitely hear the first shot
  

15     incoming, but...
  

16        A.   And I can't tell you when those shots were,
  

17     like.
  

18        Q.   No, and that's okay.
  

19        A.   But for sure the shot came in much louder
  

20     and then everyone said "Shooter down" after that.
  

21        Q.   Very good.  Thanks, Officer.
  

22                :  Thank you.  We'll go off the
  

23     record.
  

24                (Off the record.)
  

25     BY :
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1        Q.   We can go back on the record.  It is 5:04
  
2     p.m.  This is , Investigative Counsel
  
3     for the Minority.
  
4                Thank you again, sir, both for your
  
5     service and for indulging us that it is 5 p.m. on a
  
6     Friday afternoon on your day off.  So we will try
  
7     to get through this as expeditiously as possible.
  
8                I just want to cover, not to retread too
  
9     much on what my colleagues covered, but just to
  

10     make sure I sort of understand the flow of the day.
  

11                As I understand it, Saturday afternoon
  

12     or Saturday morning you were scheduled to be on
  

13     patrol.  There was nothing -- you were not assigned
  

14     to this, nor did you sort of sign up for overtime
  

15     to be on a detail to cover the rally?
  

16        A.   Right.
  

17        Q.   Okay, great.
  

18                So you were on patrol that day, and how
  

19     you become aware that there even was a briefing?
  

20                I think you mentioned that morning to
  

21     discuss the rally and this operation plan that my
  

22     colleagues discussed.
  

23        A.   There's not many of us that work there.
  

24        Q.   You showed up at work?
  

25        A.   Somebody said, "We're briefing."
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1        Q.   And saw that they were gathering?
  
2        A.   Yeah.
  
3        Q.   And what was covered in that briefing, that
  
4     you recall?
  
5        A.   The Township Operation Plan.
  
6        Q.   Any understanding, during that briefing, of
  
7     other law enforcement agencies that would be
  
8     covering the rally and who might be sort of the
  
9     head or lead agency in charge and how Butler
  

10     Township police fit into that picture?
  

11        A.   To be honest, I don't recall everything
  

12     that was said.
  

13        Q.   So walking away from that, what was your
  

14     understanding of your role for the day?
  

15        A.   Cover calls.
  

16        Q.   Cover calls, driving.  Okay.
  

17                And I think we said that the farm
  

18     grounds is not entirely in Butler Township.  So not
  

19     entirely in your zone.
  

20                What about the AGR building
  

21     specifically?  Is that in Butler Township?
  

22        A.   I believe that's Butler Township.  I don't
  

23     know if all the AGR property is.
  

24        Q.   Fair enough.  Because it's sort of a
  

25     sprawling set of billings, as we were discussing?
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1        A.   Yeah.  And I'm not sure where that line
  
2     goes.
  
3        Q.   Were you familiar with it prior to
  
4     July 13th from it being in your --
  
5        A.   Of that line?
  
6        Q.   Or just of that building?  Had you ever
  
7     patrolled around there before?
  
8        A.   I've had, I think, a lot of calls there,
  
9     but it had been a long time.
  

10        Q.   Okay.  Knowing that that building was sort
  

11     of close to the rally site, did you have any
  

12     reaction about this is something we should cover?
  

13     Maybe I should or somebody should be in that area
  

14     to cover it?
  

15        A.   We there told there were assets in the
  

16     building.  So I kind of couldn't think about much
  

17     other than that.
  

18        Q.   And who told you that?
  

19        A.   I don't recall.
  

20        Q.   And when you say "assets in the building,"
  

21     what is that?
  

22        A.   There were snipers in the building.
  

23        Q.   Snipers from...?  Do you know what
  

24     organization?
  

25        A.   No.  There were snipers who were going to
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1     be in the building.  I don't know when I found out
  
2     it was Butler ESU snipers.
  
3                I don't even know if I found that out
  
4     during the event or after the event.  I just knew
  
5     there were going to be assets in the building.
  
6        Q.   But before the event, you knew there were
  
7     going to be assets in the building?
  
8        A.   Right.
  
9        Q.   You were not sure who.  Did you ever hear
  

10     that there might be assets on the roof of the
  

11     building?
  

12        A.   I did not hear that.
  

13        Q.   In hindsight, 20/20 always, would you have
  

14     had assets on the roof?  Does that --
  

15                  Is that a question you
  

16     can even answer?
  

17        Q.   Is that a question you can answer?
  

18        A.   No, that's not a question that I can -- I'm
  

19     not involved in the planning.
  

20        Q.   Fair enough.  Not involved in the planning.
  

21     I'm asking more is your familiarity limited as of
  

22     maybe with the building?  Was that something that
  

23     jumped out to you at any point?  And it sounds like
  

24     not; that you thought --
  

25        A.   That is not my --
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1        Q.   Understood.
  
2                Between that briefing -- I think you
  
3     said it was around 9 or 10 in the morning.  The
  
4     incident happens just after 6 p.m.
  
5                Generally, you're driving up and down, I
  
6     believe you said, sort of Whitestown -- I think
  
7     it's Whitestown Road and --
  
8        A.   Meridian Road.
  
9        Q.   -- Meridian Road.
  

10        A.   Answering calls.  At one point they called
  

11     me, and I took somebody from the county, from the
  

12     Trump, from the site, over to Sheetz to get a bunch
  

13     of ice, and then I took them back.
  

14        Q.   And I think you have a map in front of you
  

15     that we have not yet marked, but I'll introduce it
  

16     as Exhibit A.
  

17                (Minority Exhibit A was marked for
  

18     identification.)
  

19        Q.   This is a map that we have printed and
  

20     might just help to quickly orient us.  So I think
  

21     that Whitestown Road is sort of towards the top
  

22     where there's a yellow line there.
  

23                So you're sort of patrolling there.  You
  

24     come down what I'll call the side of the map.  I'm
  

25     not sure exactly how it's oriented -- north, south
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1     east -- but it would be, I guess --
  
2        A.   You realize I patrol a whole lot bigger
  
3     area than this; right?
  
4        Q.   Yes, I do.
  
5        A.   Like miles outside of this, too.
  
6        Q.   So on that day, how much of your time is
  
7     spent sort of in this area versus the miles
  
8     outside?
  
9                Mostly outside, I take it?
  

10        A.   Like I said, there were going to be like
  

11     25,000 residents there.  I suspected all my
  

12     problems for the day would be right here.
  

13        Q.   Okay.
  

14        A.   So I spent as much as I could here.
  

15        Q.   So you did stick close to there, even
  

16     though appreciating on any other Saturday, you
  

17     would be much further out?
  

18        A.   Yes.  But, like I said, because of the
  

19     amount of people, I knew where my problems would be
  

20     that day.
  

21        Q.   Understood.
  

22                So before any problems arise, I believe
  

23     you said -- and I just want to confirm sort of
  

24     where we are on the map -- that at some point you
  

25     saw somebody from Pennsylvania State Police, a
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1     state trooper, and a Secret Service officer.
  
2                About where were they positioned on this
  
3     map?
  
4        A.   So the Secret Service would have been at
  
5     the end of the Brady Paul Lane.
  
6        Q.   At the end of Brady Paul Lane, you can use
  
7     that to mark --
  
8        A.   Right there (indicating).
  
9        Q.   Okay.
  

10        A.   With Patrolman .  And then the
  

11     trooper would have been --
  

12        Q.   So that's sort of, just for the record,
  

13     since the record can't see it, that's Brady Paul
  

14     Lane at the intersection of where there's a yellow
  

15     line basically or Brady Paul and Meridian Road?
  

16                That intersection is where you saw?
  

17        A.   Yes.  Brady Paul Lane.
  

18        Q.   But at the intersection with Meridian is
  

19     what I was just trying to understand.
  

20                And remind me.  What was that
  

21     interaction with the state trooper and Secret
  

22     Service?
  

23                What did you discuss?  Just --
  

24        A.   So, I mean, it was a different interaction
  

25     with Secret Service than it was with state police.
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1        Q.   Okay.
  
2        A.   Which one are you referring to?
  
3        Q.   That's helpful.  I was conflating the two.
  
4                Maybe you can just again, very
  
5     briefly -- you're patrolling.  Who else do you see
  
6     in the course of the day?
  
7                When do you see the trooper?  When do
  
8     you see the Secret Service officer?
  
9        A.   So I saw  and the Secret Service is
  

10     with  at Brady Paul Lane.
  

11        Q.   Secret Service is with ?
  

12        A.   I see him first.
  

13        Q.   Got it.  And I take it -- do you recall the
  

14     Secret Service officer's name or anything?
  

15        A.   No.  Tall, thin guy.
  

16        Q.   Around what time was that?
  

17        A.   Tall, thin guy.
  

18        Q.   Tall, thin guy.  Around what time --
  

19        A.   I suppose that describes most of them.  I
  

20     realize that.  But tall, thin guy.
  

21        Q.   Fair enough.
  

22        A.   Younger guy.
  

23        Q.   And were they stationed together?  Did they
  

24     just happen to be around the same --
  

25        A.   I couldn't tell you.
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1        Q.   And what was the substance of that
  
2     discussion with  and the Secret Service
  
3     agent?
  
4        A.   The picture he sent and then --
  
5        Q.   So this is after you had received the text
  
6     message from ?
  
7        A.   Well,  sent me -- we talked about it
  
8     before  sent it to me.  I don't know when he
  
9     sent it to me.  I just don't know exactly because
  

10     he was sending it to other people.
  

11                But we talked about it there.  I went
  

12     back to the water tower where I made contact with
  

13     the trooper at the water tower, and I think I said
  

14     then we did not know there was a trooper stationed
  

15     there from the way the hills kind of roll down.  I
  

16     couldn't see him from there.
  

17                Like where we were standing on Brady
  

18     Paul Lane, I don't think we could see the trooper
  

19     there because  was like, "Do you want to go
  

20     check over there at the water tower to see if he's
  

21     over there?"
  

22                And then when I pulled up to the water
  

23     tower, I could see there was a trooper there.  I
  

24     kind of figured he wasn't there but still looked
  

25     around and said something to the trooper.
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1        Q.   Okay.  Was there anybody else with the
  
2     trooper there?  Was there Secret Service up there?
  
3     Anybody from Butler?
  
4        A.   No.  He was by himself.
  
5        Q.   Was he in a car?
  
6        A.   He was in a car by himself pretty much.
  
7        Q.   And what discussion, if any, did you have
  
8     with him?
  
9        A.   Just that we were looking for this guy with
  

10     a range finder.
  

11        Q.   Okay.  And at that point all you know is a
  

12     guy with a range finder.  Any other information
  

13     about the potentially --
  

14        A.   Just a description of a gray shirt, khaki
  

15     shorts.  I can't remember exactly, though.
  

16        Q.   But no indication at that point that this
  

17     person was armed or anything else?
  

18        A.   No.
  

19        Q.   Okay.  At any point during the day did you
  

20     see any drones flying?
  

21                Do you recall that?
  

22        A.   No.  We are told in the briefing -- I do
  

23     remember this -- that if you see a drone, call him.
  

24        Q.   So that was part of the briefing.  Anything
  

25     else?
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1                Now that that just triggered your
  
2     memory, anything else about the briefing about
  
3     particularly suspicious activity to keep an eye out
  
4     for?
  
5        A.   If you see a drone, call it in.
  
6        Q.   And where would you have called it in?
  
7        A.   I would have called that in to the CP on
  
8     OPS 3.
  
9        Q.   Okay.  So you would have switched off of
  

10     the channel that you were regularly --
  

11        A.   Yes.
  

12        Q.   Onto OPS 3.  And did you have an
  

13     understanding of where that OPS 3 channel was being
  

14     monitored or who was monitoring it?
  

15        A.   That's out of my --
  

16        Q.   Fair enough.
  

17                So once you go up and you meet with the
  

18     trooper, remind me where you go from the water
  

19     tower.
  

20        A.   I go back out onto the road.  Stop and talk
  

21     to --
  

22        Q.   Which road?
  

23        A.   Meridian Road.
  

24        Q.   Back on Meridian.
  

25        A.   And then I stopped and talked to 
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1     again.
  
2        Q.   Okay.  And at that point what is that
  
3     discussion with ?
  
4        A.   There was some discussion, and the Secret
  
5     Service said, "If you find him, we'll talk to him."
  
6     Not to detain -- there was no discussion of
  
7     detaining him or any of that stuff.  "If you find
  
8     him, we'll talk to him."
  
9        Q.   And the "him" at this point is still just
  

10     that suspicious person?
  

11        A.   Yes.
  

12        Q.   Light shirt.  Nothing more than that.
  

13     Okay.
  

14                And then what's the next step?
  

15        A.   Well, the suspicious person, I do have a
  

16     photograph, and it's that guy with a flat face.  I
  

17     seen him earlier.  He's very recognizable.
  

18                And then I go down Meridian Road.  I end
  

19     up cutting back one of the other roads, and then I
  

20     end up on 68 when the next call of events come in.
  

21        Q.   And where's 68 on this map that we're
  

22     looking at, if it's on here?
  

23        A.   Right here (indicating).
  

24                :  That's Route 68.
  

25        Q.   Route 68, that's sort of on the left side
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1     running diagonal here?
  
2        A.   It's -- it's --
  
3                :  Evans City Road?
  
4                :  Yeah.  Evans City Road.
  
5        A.   It's numbered on your map.
  
6        Q.   Yes, it is.
  
7        A.   That's why I said 68.
  
8        Q.   Perfect.  And 68 seems to sort of start to
  
9     run behind the American Glass; right?
  

10                And is this where -- what happens at
  

11     that point?
  

12        A.   As I originally said, I'm on 68.  I got a
  

13     call that he's between AGR and Sheetz.
  

14        Q.   Okay.  So that's right here (indicating).
  

15                At any point do you leave your vehicle,
  

16     or at what point to you leave your vehicle and
  

17     switch to foot?
  

18        A.   I don't leave my vehicle until I get out
  

19     and we already know he's on the roof, and not long
  

20     after that is when I hoisted Detective .
  

21        Q.   And how did you know he was on the roof?
  

22        A.   Patrolman .
  

23        Q.   I'm sorry?
  

24        A.   Patrolman  said there was a guy on the
  

25     roof.
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1        Q.   Were you able, from your vantage point, to
  
2     see him on the roof from the ground?
  
3        A.   I never seen the guy.
  
4        Q.   You never saw the guy.
  
5                So you hoisted Detective  onto
  
6     the roof.  What did Detective  say?
  
7        A.   He was screaming, "THERE'S AN AR!  AR!"
  
8     Coming off the roof.
  
9        Q.   Then what?
  

10        A.   As I originally said, I backed away from
  

11     the side of the building.  I still can't see the
  

12     guy.  I radio it in, and then shots rang out.
  

13        Q.   At any point did you go up onto the roof
  

14     yourself?
  

15        A.   No.
  

16        Q.   Did you try to help Detective  go
  

17     back up a second time?
  

18        A.   I did.
  

19        Q.   And what happened in that time?
  

20                Did he make it up onto the roof?
  

21        A.   Yeah.  There was nothing eventful now.  He
  

22     went up.
  

23        Q.   At that point Mr. Crooks had been shot.
  

24                Did Detective  say what he saw up
  

25     there?
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1        A.   That's up to Detective  to say that.
  
2        Q.   Well, I'm asking what you --
  
3        A.   I didn't talk to Detective  after
  
4     that.
  
5        Q.   Okay.  So you put him on the roof and that
  
6     was it?
  
7        A.   I put him on the roof, and I didn't see him
  
8     again, other than he called me and was like, "Hey,
  
9     that's crazy.  I gotta meet with you sometime."
  

10     And that was it.
  

11        Q.   Okay.  So you never saw him again that day?
  

12        A.   No.  He had, as you know, an ankle injury,
  

13     and he went from that location -- after the
  

14     adrenalin wore off, he ended up realizing that he
  

15     did have an ankle injury and went to the hospital.
  

16        Q.   At any point throughout this, are you
  

17     wearing a body-worn camera?
  

18        A.   I was not.
  

19        Q.   You were not?
  

20        A.   It was docked in the car.
  

21        Q.   Say it again.
  

22        A.   It was docked in the car.
  

23        Q.   It was docked --
  

24        A.   When I jumped out of the car, I forgot to
  

25     grab it and put it on.
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1        Q.   Okay.  Does your car have a dash camera?
  
2        A.   Yes.
  
3        Q.   An in-car camera?  Was that on at any point
  
4     during the day, that you recall?
  
5        A.   I don't know.  I don't know if the
  
6     lieutenant went back and possibly recorded it.  I
  
7     don't know what's on it.
  
8                Whatever's available, he would have
  
9     given you.  Where I was parked, I don't know if
  

10     you'll get much from it, if anything.
  

11        Q.   I'm just checking a couple things.  One
  

12     moment.
  

13                At some point you mentioned, when you
  

14     were speaking to our colleagues, that you mentioned
  

15     "we did a timeline."
  

16                What timeline were you referring to?
  

17        A.   We turned in a timeline of our events to
  

18     the lieutenant.
  

19        Q.   Okay.  Was that a written document you
  

20     created, or did you just give him sort of an oral
  

21     download?
  

22        A.   It was a document -- or it was put into
  

23     Visual Alert, our reporting.
  

24                :  Visual Alert?
  

25                :  Yeah.
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1                MR. KELLY:  Yes.  Please, Chairman.
  
2     BY MR. KELLY:
  
3        Q.   So, , you went on duty that
  
4     morning at 8:00?
  
5        A.   Correct.
  
6        Q.   What time did you receive this and who did
  
7     you receive it from?
  
8        A.   It would have been like 9 or 10 in the
  
9     morning.  It would have been from the lieutenant,
  

10     and he would have given a briefing.
  

11        Q.   When you said they were doing a briefing,
  

12     who are the "they" that were doing the briefing?
  

13        A.   The other officers.  I sat in on the
  

14     briefing.
  

15        Q.   Any Secret Service in the room briefing
  

16     also?
  

17        A.   No.  There was no Secret Service.  It was
  

18     just Butler Township officers.  It was at Butler
  

19     Township with Butler Township officers.
  

20        Q.   So you went on duty at 8.  At 9:00 or
  

21     somewhere around 9:00 or 10:00, you go in with the
  

22     other officers of Butler Township?
  

23        A.   Yes.
  

24        Q.   Did you get a copy of this?
  

25        A.   Correct.  I get a copy and I put it in
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1     my --
  
2        Q.   So other than that meeting and this
  
3     document, was there any other meeting, briefing,
  
4     pregame talk?
  
5                I mean, was there anything else as far
  
6     as what the expectations were that day?
  
7                If I said, "Okay, Officer .  Do
  
8     you have any questions about anything that's shown
  
9     in here?  Do you know where you're supposed to be
  

10     and what you're supposed to be looking at?"
  

11        A.   We talked amongst our local colleagues
  

12     about it, yeah.
  

13        Q.   Which I would assume you would do, yeah.
  

14        A.   Yeah.
  

15        Q.   Okay.  So what do you think?  How many
  

16     people do you think were there that day?
  

17        A.   I have no idea.
  

18        Q.   Just a ballpark.  You're allowed to be off
  

19     by 10,000 if you want.
  

20        A.   I don't even know if I can be in by 10,000.
  

21     20,000.
  

22        Q.   Okay.  All right.
  

23        A.   I heard 25,000.  I don't even know if that
  

24     was accurate.
  

25        Q.   So what I'm trying to think of, at the
 

LaGamba Reporting Services
www.lagambareporting.com         (412) 458-0439



 56
  

  
1     times I've been out and gone to whatever it is I've
  
2     gone to, it's amazing to me that the only person
  
3     that comes up in the whole day is somebody with
  
4     long hair, a gray tee shirt, and light khaki pants.
  
5                So that person keeps coming up.  So I'm
  
6     thinking of all the thousands of people all over
  
7     that field, do you know what?  There is one person
  
8     that's really suspicious.  I've got to think -- I'm
  
9     not a law enforcement officer -- but for some
  

10     reason this is the lead of who it is we're looking
  

11     for and where we're trying to find him because it
  

12     seems to me the back and forth, everything that
  

13     happened after that, is you all trying to get at,
  

14     "Where is he now?  I see him.  No, he's not there
  

15     now.  I can't find him.  Where did he come in
  

16     from?"  There was a lot of conversation about him
  

17     on a bicycle.
  

18                But that's the only person, of all the
  

19     thousands of people that traversed that whole area
  

20     that day, that we think is suspicious.
  

21                So there must be something about him
  

22     that you all just get a sense of, and if we weren't
  

23     able to batten down the hatches on where he was
  

24     when we were looking for him and knowing that the
  

25     former president of the United States was going to
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1     be out there, was there no conversation:  "You know
  
2     what?  Hold him up until we actually find out where
  
3     this suspicious person is."
  
4                Because the only person that gets
  
5     described by any of you -- by the way, I'm not
  
6     pointing the finger at you -- the only person that
  
7     comes up out of all those thousands of people that
  
8     were on that property that day, the only one that
  
9     comes up consistently is this one.  Is this one.
  

10     Long hair.  Glasses.  Has this shirt on.  Has these
  

11     pants on.
  

12                It's just odd to me that of all of that
  

13     population that was on that field, there's one
  

14     person that sticks out to everybody who's in law
  

15     enforcement.
  

16                So who is that getting filtered to at
  

17     the command center?  So I'm trying to understand
  

18     this.  So all these reports, who does it go in to
  

19     and who then makes the decision of, "Hey, do you
  

20     know what?  Until we locate him, until we actually
  

21     talk to him and have a conversation, let's keep
  

22     Trump back in the tent"?
  

23                I mean --
  

24        A.   I don't have the answer for you on that
  

25     one.
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1        Q.   Do you know what?  Nobody's able to give it
  
2     to us.
  
3        A.   Do you know what I mean?  Where I was --
  
4        Q.   I think you guys did a hell of a job.  I
  
5     mean, if somebody threw this to me before we kick
  
6     off for the Super Bowl -- if I said, "So what's my
  
7     assignment?"  "Well, you guys just kind of hang
  
8     around.  You do what you always do.  Everything's
  
9     going to be all right."
  

10                So I'm trying to think, when we say a
  

11     command post, who's in the command post and who's
  

12     the pilot on that plane that's going to be able to
  

13     direct?
  

14                And when people tell me, "Well, you
  

15     don't understand.  Because of the different
  

16     frequencies, we couldn't understand each other."
  

17     At some point somebody should have said, "Stop this
  

18     show right now.  If we can't communicate, we can't
  

19     continue."
  

20                And if we see a suspicious person -- and
  

21     many people see him at different times -- you guys
  

22     are experts at picking out people, except for that
  

23     day.  You had already picked him out.  You quit
  

24     seeing him, but for some reason, somebody at some
  

25     point should have said, "Stop the music.  We don't
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1     know where he is now.  Now we're really starting to
  
2     wonder."
  
3                And I hate to keep beating on this,
  
4     guys, but I just cannot for the life of me
  
5     understand, when we got the most elite group on the
  
6     face of the earth when it comes to protecting
  
7     special folks.  I don't know where they were that
  
8     day.
  
9                So you start at 8:00.  What time did you
  

10     finish up?  10:00 at night.
  

11        A.   Like midnight.
  

12        Q.   Midnight?  Long day.
  

13        A.   And back out at 8 the next morning.
  

14        Q.   You guys are good.  Thank you.
  

15                And I don't want to keep -- this is the
  

16     one consistent thing that runs through this whole
  

17     thing:  Somebody's got to be in the booth.
  

18     Somebody's got to be in the booth calling out the
  

19     next offensive play and the next defensive play to
  

20     keep the offense from scoring.
  

21                I am just amazed that on that day, all
  

22     that experience, all that training, all that prep
  

23     work seemed to disappear.  But it comes down to one
  

24     person out of the thousands that were back and
  

25     forth all over that field in the hottest day of the
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1     summer.  People collapsing.  Right?  But the only
  
2     one they remember is a guy in that outfit with a
  
3     gray shirt and khaki pants, long hair.
  
4                The team's got a hell of a job in front
  
5     of it.  No, we really do.  We really do.  We really
  
6     do.
  
7                Officer, good job.  Good job.  Good job.
  
8                :  Thank you, sir.  I think
  
9     we can be off the record at 5:27.
  

10                (Off the record.)
  

11                :  We'll go back on the record.
  

12     BY 
  

13        Q.   , just in describing your
  

14     responsibilities, you referred to taking calls as
  

15     something that you usually do at the Butler
  

16     Township Police Department.
  

17                Can you just again explain what taking a
  

18     call means as a police officer at Butler Township
  

19     Police Department?
  

20                What does that entail?
  

21        A.   The radio calls us -- or Butler County 911
  

22     Center, control center, whatever you want to call
  

23     them, calls me on the radio.
  

24                I respond back on the radio.  They say
  

25     either go to this address or call this person, and
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1     then I call that person or go to that address for
  
2     their issue, whatever it may be.  It could be
  
3     anything.
  
4        Q.   Just as far as radiofrequencies are
  
5     concerned, on the fourth page of the Butler
  
6     Township Operational Plan, it lists Butler Township
  
7     personnel and also the frequencies.
  
8                Are you looking at that same document?
  
9        A.   Yeah.
  

10        Q.   Under radiofrequencies, it has patrol as
  

11     Police 2; Detail as OPS 3; and Team 400 as OPS 4.
  

12                Do you understand what each of those
  

13     mean in terms of who would be receiving what
  

14     information on what frequency?
  

15        A.   I'm not following you on that one.
  

16        Q.   So OPS 3 is radio communications for Butler
  

17     Township police; correct?
  

18        A.   That would be the detail for.  And I don't
  

19     know if -- so when you say detail for OPS 3, I'm
  

20     assuming that's not just Butler Township but
  

21     whatever other county is there, county radio.
  

22                I'm assuming state is not on that same
  

23     frequency because their radios don't talk to our
  

24     radios.
  

25                So I'm assuming the sheriff's
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1     department's there.  They would probably be on
  
2     Detail - OPS 3, but again, I don't know.
  
3        Q.   Okay.
  
4        A.   So everybody from the detail would be OPS
  
5     3.
  
6        Q.   Thank you.  Does Team 400 mean anything to
  
7     you listed under radiofrequencies?
  
8                Do you know what that means?
  
9        A.   That would be the ESU team or the ESU team
  

10     and whatever assets they have with them.
  

11        Q.   Okay.  I just want to move on.
  

12                The first time that you identified
  

13     Crooks, you identified, you know, his person.  He
  

14     stood out to you.
  

15                You had mentioned earlier that you
  

16     recognized him earlier in the day.  Can you
  

17     describe where he was when you first saw him?
  

18        A.   As I said earlier, I don't remember.  I
  

19     don't recall.  He has a very recognizable face,
  

20     and when I seen it, I said, "I seen that guy
  

21     earlier today."
  

22                I can't remember for the life of me.  I
  

23     was racking my brain all day trying to figure out
  

24     where he was and I couldn't.
  

25     BY :
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1        Q.   Had you worked an event for a presidential
  
2     candidate before?
  
3        A.   No.
  
4        Q.   Had you worked an event for 2020 when then-
  
5     President Trump came to Butler?
  
6        A.   No.
  
7        Q.   Did you have in your mind any expectation
  
8     about the Secret Service's role in managing the
  
9     July 13 event?
  

10        A.   I don't know how to comment on that one.
  

11                :  I don't think you can
  

12     because you weren't involved in the planning.
  

13        Q.   And you were not involved in any meeting
  

14     between the Secret Service in which the Secret
  

15     Service was present at any point on the day of
  

16     July 13?
  

17        A.   No.
  

18        Q.   On the day of the rally, the conversation
  

19     between you and Patrolman  and the Secret
  

20     Service agent you recall being with him, is that
  

21     the only time you interacted with the Secret
  

22     Service personnel, that you're aware of?
  

23        A.   After I cleared the building real quickly,
  

24     I talked to one.  I don't think we had anything
  

25     important to say, really, but I had interaction
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1     with them when I walked out of the building and we
  
2     were like, "Oh, get gloves and, you know, run those
  
3     over to the guys."
  
4                But that was it.  That was the only
  
5     other actions, really.
  
6        Q.   Did anyone tell you at any point when you
  
7     would have to talk to Secret Service?
  
8        A.   I was not told that I would have to talk to
  
9     Secret Service.  Period.
  

10        Q.   Were you ever told when you may have to
  

11     talk to state police?
  

12        A.   At the CP that night.
  

13        Q.   And then what about had you received any
  

14     direction to ever reach out to the local command
  

15     post with the ESU presence, with the sheriff's
  

16     presence, with the EMS presence?
  

17                Do you know what I'm referring to?
  

18        A.   No.
  

19        Q.   There was a local trailer that had those
  

20     representatives from those different entities.
  

21                Does that ring a bell at all?
  

22        A.   No.  I wasn't there.
  

23        Q.   And then had you known at the time that
  

24     there was a Secret Service command post and a local
  

25     command post?
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1        A.   I didn't know that at the time.
  
2        Q.   And Patrolman , did he direct you to
  
3     go to the AGR building?
  
4        A.   Me and him talked about it.  We're like,
  
5     "Yeah, why don't you go check."  That was the water
  
6     tower, not the AGR building.
  
7        Q.   Were there other law enforcement around you
  
8     and Detective the second time you lifted
  
9     him up on the roof?
  

10        A.   Yeah.  The ESU guys, they have a lot more
  

11     gear on them, and they have a lot of stuff on them.
  

12     Some of them are pretty big boys, and they were
  

13     having some trouble getting on the roof.  That's
  

14     why I got  back up there.
  

15        Q.   Did they say anything to you?
  

16        A.   What do you mean?
  

17        Q.   Did they say anything to you?
  

18        A.   Not other than like, "Hey, hoist me," you
  

19     know.
  

20        Q.   Were you involved with lifting anyone else
  

21     on the roof successfully?
  

22        A.   Yeah, but successfully?  Like I said, some
  

23     of them couldn't get on the roof.
  

24                So I believe we pushed one up, pushed
  

25      up, and then there was another guy that
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1     couldn't get up there.
  
2        Q.   Had you received or did you already have in
  
3     your mind under your police department's protocol
  
4     about guidance on who or who should not approach
  
5     the threat, in this case being Mr. Crooks?
  
6                So was there any sense of who the person
  
7     should be to respond to the neutralized threat at
  
8     that time?
  
9        A.   I don't think we really briefed in on that.
  

10     I'm not involved with planning, so...  Again, I was
  

11     covering the road.
  

12                :  That's all the questions for
  

13     us.  We'll go off the record.  Thank you so much.
  

14                (Off the record.)
  

15                :  Back on the record at
  

16     5:36.
  

17     BY :
  

18        Q.   I just want to clarify one point that my
  

19     colleague was just asking about.
  

20                I think her question was along the lines
  

21     of if you had any instructions on speaking to state
  

22     police that day.
  

23                You said you spoke to them later in the
  

24     day after, but there was no instruction, and that
  

25     was sort of as a recap or a debriefing on the day?
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1        A.   Yeah.  I don't even know if they knew what
  
2     we did.  I don't think they did.  That's why we got
  
3     to the CP that night.  I don't even think they knew
  
4     what we did.
  
5        Q.   Understood.  But it wasn't that during the
  
6     course of the day you had any instruction of how to
  
7     direct with state police?
  
8                "You should be speaking with them
  
9     because we're not on the same channels," nothing
  

10     like that?
  

11        A.   Again, I wasn't in planning.  I was
  

12     covering the roads.
  

13        Q.   Understood.  But nothing in the briefing
  

14     suggested you should be in contact with your state
  

15     counterparts?
  

16        A.   No.
  

17        Q.   And I just want to make sure I understood
  

18     what I understood you to be clarifying:  Was that
  

19     when you spoke to  , he said to go check
  

20     the water tower, not to go check AGR?
  

21        A.   Correct.  Water tower.  She said AGR.
  

22        Q.   Right.  I just want to make sure the record
  

23     was clear on that point.  Okay.  That's it.  Thank
  

24     you so much.
  

25                  We'll go off the record.
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1                (Interviewee excused.)
  
2                (The interview concluded at 5:40 p.m.)
  
3                          - - - - -
  
4  
  
5  
  
6  
  
7  
  
8  
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1                         CERTIFICATE
  
2  
  
3                 I, , do hereby certify
  
4     that I have read the foregoing transcript of my
  
5     interview, and it is a true and correct copy of my
  
6     testimony, except for the changes, if any, made by
  
7     me on the attached Correction Sheet.
  
8  
                              _____________________
9                              
  

10  
  

11                              _____________________
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     ____________________
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